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★ 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 


SAMUEL  U.  STREETER,  Greenfield 
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HARRY  KOCH,  Greenfield 


Elected  Town  Ofl&cers 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN,  PUBLIC  HEALTH,  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

Frederick  J.  Bjork  Term  expires  1953 

Vacancy  Term  expires  1954 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr.  (Chairman)       Term  expires  1955 

TOWN  CLERK 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell 

TREASURER 

Chandler  C.  Shumway 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Frederick  J.  Bjork  Term  expires  1953 

Samuel  Murray  (Chairman)  Term  expires  1954 

Chandler  C.  Shumway  Term  expires  1955 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Anne  G.  Bond  (Mrs.)  (Chairman)  Term  expires  1953 
J.  Henry  Stanford  Term  expires  1954 

Lillias  D.  Murray  (Mrs.)  Term  expires  1955 

TAX  COLLECTOR  &  CONSTABLE 

Samuel  E.  Pearson 

AUDITOR 

George  C.  Wyland 

MODERATOR 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell  Term  expires  1953 


LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 


Anna  M.  Bond  (Mrs.) 
Maude  E.  Davenport  (Mrs.) 


Term  expires  1953 
Term  expires  1954 


Edward  C.  Henderson  (Chairman)      Term  expires  1955 

TREE  WARDEN 

Henry  Sifton 

SEXTON 

Francis  M.  Jackman 

FIELD  DRIVERS  &  POUNDKEEPERS 

Charles  D.  Avery  Samuel  Murray 

John  E.  Bond 

FENCE  VIEWERS 

Francis  M.  Jackman  Richard  E.  Shumway 

Roy  J.  Holden,  Jr. 

MEASURERS  OF  WOOD,  BARK  AND  LUMBER 

Frank  A.  Davenport  Adelbert  F.  Truesdell 


Robert  G.  Swenson 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 


Benjamin  F.  Bjork 
Ellsworth  W.  Veber 
John  E.  Bond 


Term  expires  1953 
Term  expires  1954 
Term  expires  1955 


BUDGET  COMMITTEE 


Chandler  C.  Shumway 
Gerald  A.  Truesdell 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
Samuel  Murray 


Anne  G.  Bond 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
Myron  A.  Newton 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
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Appointed  Town  Ofl&cers 


FIRE  CHIEF 

J.  Henry  Stanford 

POLICE  CHIEF 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

ROAD  SUPERINTENDENT 

Raymond  B.  Stevens 

PUBLIC  WELFARE  AGENT 

Phyllis  L.  Heist  (Mrs.) 

ANIMAL  &  MEAT  INSPECTOR 

Frank  A.  Davenport 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 

Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 

NURSING  COMMITTEE 

Lucy  J.  Avery  Alice  V.  Truesdell 

Irene  S.  Veber 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

George  C.  Wyland 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Henry  Sifton 

DOG  OFFICER 

John  E.  Bond 

FIRE  WARDEN 

Hov^ard  0.  Truesdell 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Harlan  J.  Desoe 
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Report  of  The  Selectmen 


The  resignation  of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men and  a  vacancy  in  the  position  of  Road  Superintendent 
hindered  the  progress  of  road  work  in  the  early  part  of 
1952.  Mr.  Raymond  B.  Stevens  was  appointed  Road  Sup- 
erintendent on  April  28,  1952  and  he  has  fulfilled  his  duties 
to  the  extreme  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 

A  program  of  ''preventitive  maintenance"  of  Tov^- 
owned  road  equipment  has  been  instituted  which  has  ef- 
fected a  saving  of  several  hundred  dollars.  We  believe 
that  this  program  will  diminish  appreciably  the  machinery 
maintenance  costs  in  1953.  We  have  determined  that  a 
pick-up  truck  is  needed  for  more  efficient  and  effective 
highway  construction  and  maintenance  and  we  are  re- 
questing a  transfer  from  the  Machinery  Earnings  Fund 
for  this  purpose. 

We  have  found  that  the  most  important  phase  of  high- 
way construction  and  maintenance  is  the  availability  of 
good  quality  gravel.  As  a  comparison  of  gravel  costs  it 
was  determined  that  gravel  hauled  from  the  Zoar  Bank  to 
the  Pond  Road  Project  cost  $1.86  per  yard.  Gravel  hauled 
from  the  Upson  Bank  to  the  Pond  Road  cost  $1.20  per  yard. 
Furthermore,  it  is  possible  to  haul  90-100%  more  gravel 
from  the  Upson  Bank  per  day.  Therefore,  to  secure  the 
utmost  value  from  every  dollar  spent  on  highway  con- 
struction we  must  locate  readily  available  gravel.  We  re- 
quest that  any  landowner  who  has  prospects  for  a  gravel 
bank  on  his  land,  contact  the  Road  Superintendent.  In 
1952  $787.20  was  paid  to  gravel  bank  owners. 

We  are  requesting  an  appropriation  for  snow  fence  re- 
placement.   It  is  hoped  that  this  can  become  a  recurring 
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appropriation  as  we  have  very  little  serviceable  fence  at  this 
time.  It  is  planned  to  replace  700  feet  of  fence  per  year. 

The  Board  of  Health  is  requesting  an  increased  appro- 
priation for  improvement  of  conditions  of  the  Tov^n  Dump. 
This  has  long  been  an  eye-sore  and  a  health  hazard. 

Membership  in  the  Western  Franklin  Public  Welfare 
District  has  effected  a  saving  of  approximately  $500.00  in 
welfare  administrative  expenses  and  has  lightened  con- 
siderably the  work  burden  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare. 

We  have  received  much  comment  on  the  feasibility  of 
improvements  to  the  Town  Hall.  We  are,  therefore,  re- 
questing an  appropriation  for  a  Committee  to  investigate 
costs  and  practibility  for  remodelling,  heating  and  im- 
proving toilet  facilities,  etc.  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  Board  expresses  its  gratitude  to  all  those  towns- 
people whose  support  and  assistance  have  been  forthcoming 
during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
FREDERICK  J.  BJORK, 

Board  of  Selectmen 
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Jury  List  -  1953 


Charles  D.  Avery 
Gerald  A.  Truesdell 
Howard  0.  Truesdell 
Clifford  W.  Sibley 
Ellsworth  E.  Palmer 
Mary  E.  Sibley 


Papermaker 
Lumberman 
Mechanic 
Engineer 
Farmer 
Housewife 
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Allocation  of  Chapter  81  Funds 

BREAKDOWN  OF  EXPENSES  -  1952 
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1. 

Zoar 

91.70 

2. 

Pond 

53.30 

19.55 

3. 

Leshures 

308.52 

85.89 

145.85 

4. 

Ford  Hill 

195.35 

312.48 

99.75 

39.55 

5. 

Monroe  Hill 

175.73 

230.70 

116.00 

6. 

Middletown  Hill 

160.98  630.44 

163.80 

7. 

Potters 

117.45 

212.55 

30.65 

27.40 

8. 

Cross 

84.05 

53.05 

24.60 

9. 

Stone  Hill 

95.42 

106.35 

75.25 

43.65 

10. 

Stone 

11.55 

20.32 

9.65 

11. 

Cyrus  Stage 

129.52 

66.55 

14.50 

12. 

Dell 

43.70 

16.10 

14.00 

13. 

Davis  Mine 

107.95 

67.90 

14. 

Davenport 

57.80 

36.70 

14A, 

.  Davenport  Branch 

15.95 

15. 

Tatro 

86.20 

20.80 

12.00 

17. 

Brittingham  Hill 

148.33 

181.55 

20.30 

7.65 

18. 

Hazelton 

167.00  1,205.65 

531.53 

272.15 

789.59 

19. 

County 

69.00 

214.95 

69.85 

20. 

County  Branch 

21. 

Shippee 

37.50 

16.60 

22. 

Newell  Cross 

1,044.24 

23. 

Tunnel 

226.85 

420.05 

109.75 

24. 

Petries 

34.50 

25. 

Steele  Brook 

113.05 

73.40 

26. 

Bonnie  Blink 

27. 

Dennis 

11.45 

28. 

Brown 

28.35 

7.00 

29. 

Shumway 

19.10 

30. 

Sibley 

Material  only 
Insurance  326.41 

11.50 

12.12 

6.15 

Totals              326.41  2,491.00  2,880.33  2,348.57  1,592.37 

965.09 
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Allocation  of  Chapter  81  Funds 

BREAKDOWN  OF  EXPENSES  -  1952 
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52.10  49.00 


16.20 
30.49 
26.29 
8.05 
8.10 
4.05 
8.10 


23.95 
15.30 
8.10 


10.10 
115.10 
15.35 


117.82    326.59  125.00 


5.10 


7.30 


39.67 


39.67 


45.65    315.00  125.00 


7.40 
6.30 


138.87 


192.80 
72.85 
556.46 
677.62 
548.72 
1,539.98 
435.82 
165.75 
368.44 
41.52 
238.02 
89.10 
183.95 
94.50 
15.95 
119.00 
367.93 
3,712.94 
375.45 


4.05 

5.05 
19.15 


10.50 


58.15 
1,049.29 
786.30 

34.50 
186.45 


8.40 


263.20 


369.53     217.57     641.59     250.00     303.10  218.21 


11.45 
43.75 
19.10 
29.77 
263.20 
326.41 
12,603.80 
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Town  Expenditures 


HIGHWAY  EXPENDITURES 
CHAPTER  81 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,600.00 

State  Allotment  11,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  3.80 

Superintendent  $  1,033.10 

Labor  5,433.14 

Materials  1,511.56 

Town  Road  Machinery  3,629.50 

Hired  Road  Machinery  996.50. 


$12,603.80  $12,603.80 

CHAPTER  90  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,000.00 

State  Allotment  1,000.00 

County  Allotment  1,000.00 

Superintendent  $  129.60 

Labor  549.72 

Materials  1,858.06 

Town  Road  Machinery  366.95 

Hired  Road  Machinery  90.25 

Credit  Balance  5.42 


$3,000.00  $3,000.00 


CHAPTER  90  POND  ROAD 

Town  Appropriation  $  2,500.00 

State  Allotment  5,000.00 
County  Allotment  2,500.00 
Superintendent  $  384.75 
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Labor  1,654.39 

Materials  843.52 

Town  Road  Machinery  883.15 

Hired  Road  Machinery  6,221.63 

Credit  Balance  12.56 


$10,000.00  $10,000.00 


CHAPTER  90  MONROE  HILL  ROAD 

State  Allotment  $  5,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  66.68 

Superintendent  $  271.50 

Labor  1,128.32 

Materials  248.41 

Town  Road  Machinery  496.40 

Hired  Road  Machinery  2,922.05 


$5,066.68  $5,066.68 


CHAPTER  90,  STEELE  BROOK  BRIDGE 

State  Allotment  $  750.00 

Superintendent  $  123.00 

Labor  325.92 

Materials  190.61 

Town  Road  Machinery  3.00 

Hired  Road  Machinery  90.00 

Credit  Balance  17.47 


$  750.00    $  750.00 


HIGHWAYS,  TOWN  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,000.00 

Superintendent                                              $  81.75 

Labor  242.34 

Materials  140.23 

Town  Road  Machinery  151.50 
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Florida  Bridge  Repairs 
Credit  Balance 


381.43 
2.75 


$1,000.00  $1,000.00 

WSNTER  ROADS  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation  $  4,000.00 

Transfer  from  Welfare,  DA  218.10 
Reserve  Fund  155.65 

Superintendent                                              $  272.80 

Labor  1,787.17 

Materials  (Salt)  381.71 

Snow  Fence  169.42 

Town  Road  Machinery  1,650.15 

Hired  Road  Machinery  112.50 


$4,373.75  $4,373.75 

SAND  PILE  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation                      $  700.00 

Labor  $  164.21 

Materials  108.00 

Town  Road  Machinery  146.80 

Contracted  Trucking  271.65 

Credit  Balance  9.34 


$  700.00    $  700.00 


MACHINERY  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  4,000.00 

Transfer  of  1951  Earnings  2,221.80 

Machinery  Rental,  1951  117.30 

Transfer  from  Welfare,  DA  500.00 

Reserve  Fund  112.04 

Labor  $  1,158.89 

Repairs,  Parts,  etc.  2,889.48 
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Heat  and  Power  561.54 

Gasoline,  Oil,  etc.  1,327.72 

Small  Tools  and  Equipment  161.17 

Registrations  and  Inspections  37.70 

Machinery  Earnings  52.90 

Liability  Insurance  460.08 

Credit  Balance  301.66 


$6,951.14  $6,951.14 

ADMINISTRATION  ACCOUNTS 

CONTINGENT  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation  $  350.00 

Reserve  Fund  139.76 

Attorney's  Fee                                             ?  35.00 

Western  Franklin  Public  Health  District  89.96 

Land  Damage  Proceedings  135.00 

Property  Damage  42.17 

Ballot  Clerks  85.00 

Memorial  Day  Flags  6.75 

Certification  of  Notes  4.00 

Officials'  Association  Dues  33.00 

Recording  Vital  Statistics  14.00 

Collectors'  Fees  4.85 

Clerical  Assistance  15.03 

Repainting  Honor  Roll  25.00 


$  489.76    $  489.76 

MUNICIPAL  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 

Town  Appropriation  $  300.00 

Janitor  Service                                            $  37.95 

Repairs  and  Improvements  118.12 

Electricity  24.40 
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Credit  Balance 

87.18 

$  300.00 

$  300.00 

TOWN  OFFICERS' 

SALARIES 

Town  Appropriation 

$  2,255.00 

Selectmen 

$  484.00 

Assessors 

510.00 

School  Committee 

291.66 

Treasurer 

396.68 

Town  Clerk 

140.00 

Tax  Collector 

200.00 

Moderator 

20.00 

sIqqIOt*    rkT           Oil  DC VirJ"'C<    At    TVT^Q  Oil  VOQ 

ocdlcl    U±    VV  cl^ULo  06  lYXt:;ctiMlI  CO 

Credit  Balance 

207.66 

$2,255.00 

$2,255.00 

TOWN  OFFICERS' 

EXPENSE 

Town  Appropriation 

$  200.00 

Selectmen 

? 

23.98 

Assessors 

6.92 

Treasii  rei* 

2.18 

Tax  Collector 

10.87 

Credit  Balance 

34.53 

$  200.00 

$  200.00 

OFFICE  EQUIPMENT 

Town  Appropriation 

$  60.00 

Fluorescent  Fixture 

10.70 

Supplies 

5.90 

Credit  Balance 

43.40 

$      60.00    $  60.00 
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POSTAGE  AND  PRINTING 

Town  Appropriation  $  400.00 

Reserve  Fund  215.91 

Postage  $  100.80 

Forms,  Ballots,  etc.  152.10 

1951  Town  Report  363.01 


$  615.91    $  615.91 

BONDS,  SECURITIES  AND  INSURANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Reserve  Fund  390.29 

Officials'  Bonds                                             $  80.50 

Town  Fire  Schedule  319.09 

Workman's  Compensation  53.35 

Burglary  Insurance  77.15 

Contractor's  Liability  60.20 


$  590.29    $  590.29 

RESERVE  FUND 

Town  Appropriation  $  900.00 

Transfer  from  School  Invest.  Fund  200.00 
Chapter  81  $  3.80 

Chapter  90  (Monroe  Hill  Rd.)  66.68 
Bonds,  Securities  and  Insurance  390.29 
Postage  and  Printing  215.91 
Contingent  139.76 
Machinery  Maintenance  112.04 
New  Tractor  2.55 
Fire  Department  (New  Equip.)  10.00 
Winter  Roads  155.65 
Credit  Balance  3.32 


$1,100.00  $1,100.00 
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GENERAL  ACCOUNTS 


CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Town  Appropriation  $  73.00 

Telephone  $  28.18 

Director's  Mileage  7.56 

Credit  Balance  37.26 


73.00    $  73.00 


CEMETER8ES 

Town  Appropriation  $  150.00 

Mowing  Grass,  Maint.  $  150.00 


$  150.00    $  150.00 


STREET  LIGHTS 

Town  Appropriation                      $  288.00 

Expended  $  279.00 

Credit  Balance  9.00 


$  288.00    $  288.00 

NEW  TRACTOR 

Appropriation  $  3,000.00 

Notes  58-59  4,147.80 
Reserve  Fund  2.55 
H.  F.  Davis  Tractor  Co.  $  7,150.35 


$7,150.35  $7,150.35 


SCHOOL  HOUSING  INVESTIGATION 

Appropriation  $  400.00 

Investigation  $  185.67 
Transfer  to  Reserve 

Special  Meeting  Dec.  27  200.00 

Credit  Balance  14.33 


$  400.00    $  400.00 
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Appropriation 
Expended 


ANIMAL  INSPECTION 

$  75.00 

$  75.00 


$  75.00    $  75.00 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Appropriation  $  25.00 

Expended  $  25.00 


$     25.00    $  25.00 

SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 


Appropriation  $ 

100.000 

Expended 

.00 

Credit  Balance 

±uu.uu 

$  100.00  ; 

a?   -I  nn  no 

DEBTS  OF  PREVIOUS 

YEARS 

Appropriation : 

Special  Meeting,  Mar.  17,  1952 

$  670.95 

Special  Meeting,  Nov.  4,  1952 

47.06 

Aubrey  Rice 

$ 

25.00 

Columbian  Steel  Co. 

414.74 

E.  F.  Edson  Co. 

231.21 

Frank  W.  Hance 

20.12 

Bruffee  Motor  Sales 

26.94 

$  718.01  i 

f  718.01 

DOCTOR'S  SUBSIDY 

Appropriation 

$  300.00 

T.  M.  B.  MacCormack,  M.  D. 

$ 

225.00 

Samuel  J.  Galbo,  M.  D. 

25.00 

Credit  Balance 

50.00 

$  300.00    $  300.00 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Appropriation  $  100.00 

Well  Child  Conference: 

Merritt  B.  Low,  M.  D.  $  30.00 

V.  E.  Coombs,  Nutritionist  ,  10.00 

N.  L.  Woodrow,  Hygienist  12.00 

Rainbow  Hill,  Meals  14.70 

Credit  Balance  33.30 


$  100.00    $  100.00 

GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Appropriation                                $  305.00 

Superintendent  $  20.00 

Labor  '  255.75. 

Materials  2.05 

Transportation  26.00 

Credit  Balance  1.20 


$  305.00    $  305.00 


WELFARE  ADMINISTRATION,  SOCIAL  WORKER 

Appropriation  $  700.00 
Expended  (Previous  to  joining 

Welfare  District)  $  358.32 

Credit  Balance  341.68 


$  700.00    $  700.00 


WELFARE,   DISABILITY  ASSISTANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,400.00 

Federal  Grant  for  1952  529.99 
2  Cases  $  1,076.00 

Transferred  to  Mach.  Maint.  500.00 
Transferred  to  Winter  Roads  218.10 
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Federal  Grant  Balance  carried 
forward  to  January  1,  1953 


135.89 


$1,929.99  $1,929.99 

WELFARE,  AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 

Town  Appropriation  $  .00 

Federal  Grant  brought 

forward  from  1951  228.24 
No  Cases  $  .00 

Federal  Grant  Balance  carried 

forward  to  Jan.  1,  1953  228.24 


$  228.24  $  228.24 

WELFARE,  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  9,000.00 

Federal  Grant  Balance  brought 

forward  from  1951  84.25 
Federal  Grants  for  1952  3,968.05 

16  Cases  $12,428.91 

Credit  Balance  Town  Appropriation  334.94 
Federal  Grant  Balance  carried 

forward  to  Jan.  1,  1953  288.45 


$13,052.30  $13,052.30 


WELFARE,  GENERAL  RELIEF 

Town  Appropriation  $  400.00 

2  Cases  $  353.35 

Credit  Balance  46.65 


$  400.00    $  400.00 
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FIRE      DEPARTMENT  EXPENDITURES 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  MAINTENANCE 

Appropriation  $  350.00 

Expended  $  331.30 

Credit  Balance  18.70 


$  350.00    $  350.00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  NEW  EQUIPMENT 

Appropriation  $  150.00 

Reserve  Fund  10.00 
Expended  $  160.00 


$  160.00    $  160.00 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  WATER  HOLES 


Appropriation 
Expended 
Credit  Balance 


Appropriation 
Expended 


$  200.00 


$  80.00 
120.00 


$  200.00    $  200.00 


FIREMEN'S  FIELD-DAY 

$  100.00 


100.00 


$  100.00    $  100.00 


Appropriation 
Expended 
Credit  Balance 


FOREST  FIRES 


$  250.00 


$  70.00 
180.00 


$  250.00    $  250.00 
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MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENDITURES 

VETERANS'  SERVICE  CENTER 

Western  Franklin  Veterans'  Service  Center  $  185.00 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

Western  Franklin  Public  Health  District  $  455.00 

STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES 

State  Tax  $  70.01 

County  Tax  2,965.27 

Dog  Licenses  88.20 


$  3,123.48 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  REFUND 

5  Refunds  $  85.29 

EMPLOYEES'  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM 

Franklin  County  Retirement  System  $  315.47 

WITHHOLDING  TAXES 

Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  $  1,422.50 
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Recapitulation  of  Funds  Expended 


Chapter  81 

$  12,60'3.80 

Chapter  90  Maint. 

2,994.58 

Chapter  90  Pond  Rd. 

9,987.44 

Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  Rd. 

5,066.68 

Chapter  90  Steele  Brook  Bridge 

732.53 

Highways,  Town  Account 

997.25 

Winter  Roads 

4,373.75 

Sand  Pile 

690.66 

Machinery  Maintenance 

6,649.48 

Contingent 

489.76 

Municipal  Buildings  and  Grounds 

212.82 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

2,047.34 

Town  Officers'  Expense 

165.47 

Office  Equipment 

16.60 

Postage  and  Printing 

615.91 

Civil  Defense 

35.74 

Cemeteries 

150.00 

Street  Lights 

279.00 

Bonds,  Securities  and  Insurance 

590.29 

Debts  of  Previous  Years 

718.10 

Doctor's  Subsidy 

250.00 

Board  of  Health 

66.70 

Gypsy  Moth  Control 

303.80 

New  Tractor 

7,150.35 

School  Housing  Investigation 

185.67 

Animal  Inspection 

75.00 

Meat  Inspection 

25.00 

Fire  Department,  Maintenance 

331.30 

Fire  Department,  New  Equipment 

160.00 

Fire  Department,  Water  Holes 

80.00 

Firemen's  Field  Day 

100.00 
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Forest  Fires 

70.00 

Soldiers'  Benefits 

.00 

Welfare,  Social  Worker  * 

358.32 

Welfare,  Disability  Assistance 

1,076.00 

Welfare,  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

.00 

Welfare,  Old  Age  Assistance 

12,428.91 

Welfare,  General  Relief 

353.35 

Veterans'  Service  Center 

185.00 

Western  Franklin  Public  Health  District 

455.00 

State  and  County  Taxes 

3,123.48 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Refunds 

85.29 

Franklin  County  Retirement  System 

315.47 

Withholding  Taxes 

1,422.50 

$  78,018.34 
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Volunteer  Fire  Department 


The  Fire  Department  has  had  a  very  good  year.  There 
were  only  two  calls — one  building  fire  and  one  chimney 
fire. 

Much  has  been  accomplished  during  1952  to  stimulate 
interest  in  the  Fire  Department  and  to  provide  increased 
Fire  protection  for  the  Town.  A  Volunteer  Fireman's  As- 
sociation has  been  formed  which  has  created  much  enthu- 
siasm. The  Department  sponsored  a  First-Aid  class  which 
was  well  attended.  We  are  indebted  to  Chief  Roy  S.  Turton 
and  Mrs.  M.  Ware  of  Shelburne  Falls,  who  instructed  this 
class.  It  is  planned  that  the  Department  sponsor  an  ad- 
vanced First-Aid  class  in  the  spring.  The  Fireman's  Field 
Day  on  the  Fourth  of  July  was  a  huge  success  and  plans 
are  being  made  for  a  similar  celebration  in  1953. 

We  have  dug  four  water  holes  at  various  locations  in 
town  which  will  furnish  fire  protection  to  twenty-one  build- 
ings, which  otherwise  would  be  without  protection.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  worthwhile  project  may  be  continued  next 
year. 

Necessary  items  of  new  equipment  which  have  been 
added  this  year  include  one  hundred  feet  of  IV2  inch  hose; 
two  fire  helmets;  hose  clamps  and  three  adapters  (which 
will  enable  us  to  connect  hose  with  other  Departments  if 
necessary) . 

The  Fire  Department  is  asking  for  an  appropriation  to 
buy  Forest  Fire  Hose  and  nozzles.  We  feel  that  this  equip- 
ment is  needed  as  we  have  many  serious  fire  hazards  in 
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Town,  due  to  the  lumbering  operations.  Plans  for  a  trailer 
to  carry  the  portable  pump  and  hose  are  being  considered. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Department  for  their 
co-operation  and  I  feel  that  we  can  look  forward  to  another 
"good"  year  in  1953. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  STANFORD, 

Fire  Chief 
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Town  Treasurer's  Report 


RECEIPTS 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1952 
State  Treasurer: 

Animal  and  Disease  Control 

Corporation  Tax,  Business 

Income  Tax 

Highways,  1951 

Highways,  1952 

High  School  Transportation 

Meals  Tax,  0.  A.  A. 

Reimbursement,  Loss  of  Taxes 

School  Supt. 

Tuition 

State  0.  A.  A. 

State  Disability 

U.  S.  Grants  O.  A.  A. 

U.  S.  Grants  0.  A.  A.  Admin. 

U.  S.  Grants  Disability 
County  of  Franklin: 

Dog  License  Refund 

Highways  1951 
Sundry  Persons: 

W.  H.  Taxes 

Franklin  County  Ret.  System 
Road  Machinery  Earnings: 

Town  of  Rowe 

Town  of  Monroe 

Blanche  Veber,  1951 

Total  Mach.  Earnings  Acct. 
Greenfield  Savings  Bank: 

Int.  on  $5,000.00  Savings  Acc't. 


$  45,233.67 

$  37.50 
3,469.74 
3,814.90 
3,500.00 
19,776.66 
5,012.98 

261.33 

125.45 

373.33 

181.73 
5,279.05 

256.39 
3,968.05 
77.93 

529.99 

66.15 
2,250.00 

1,422.50 
315.47 

7,850.85 
42.50 

3.00 

  7,896.35 

175.08 
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Franklin  Savings  Bank 

Int.  on  $5,000.00  Savings  Acc't.  114.58 
M'f'gs.  Trust  Co. 

Div.  on  Preserved  Smith  Fund  40.00 
Dividends  on  U.  S.  Gov't  Bonds,  Series  G  250.00 
Sh.  Falls  Nat'L  Bank 

Loan  on  Notes  58  and  59  4,147.80 

To  apply  Int.  on  notes  1.70 
Franklin  Savings 

Int.  on  Chas.  Wells  Trust  Fund  14.14 

Int.  on  Gift  Acc't.  .32 
Div.  and  Int.  from  Preserved  Smith  Fund, 

Deposited  in  Chas.  Wells  Fund  69.59 
Lawrence  Lee  &  Family,  Gift  to  Library  10.00 

Mrs.  Marshall,  Gift  to  Library  5.00 

Library  Fines  4.69 

Oil  Permits  2.00 

Pistol  Licenses  3.00 

Peddlers  License  2.00 

Camp  Permit  (Board  of  Health)  .50 
Refunds : 

Milton  Bradley  8.54 

S.  G.  Gould  .62 

Richard  Shumway  3.00 

James  Pierson  Ins.  Agency  55.34 

Town  of  Charlemont  388.05 

City  of  New  Bedford  41.00 

Town  Clerk,  Dog  Licenses  88.20 

Rent  of  Town  Hall,  Unitarian  Camp  5.00 

Rent  of  Town  Pasture,  Floyd  Veber  2.00 
Sealer  of  Wgts.  &  Meas.,  George  Wyland  2.50 
Town  of  Rowe,  Tax  Collector,  Samuel  E.  Pearson 

1950  Personal  Property  Taxes  10.00 

1950  Real  Estate  Taxes  4.32 

1951  Poll  Taxes  2.00 
1951  Personal  Property  Taxes  61.85 


29 


1951  Real  Estate  Taxes  574.20 

1951  Motor  Veh.  &  Trailer  Excise  295.40 

1951  Interest  on  Taxes  6.75 

1952  Poll  Taxes  116.00 
1952  Personal  Property  Taxes  12,805.62 
1952  Real  Estate  Taxes  23,878.10 
1952  Mot.  Veh.  &  Trailer  Excise  1,093.85 
1952  Interest  and  Costs  2.67 


Total  Amount  Receipts  during  1952  102,900.91 


Gross  Receipts,  including  Cash  on  hand,  1-1-52  $148,134.58 


TAX  TITLE  REPORT 

Property  Assessed  to  James  A.  &  Adora  G.  Galbraith 

E.  Main  St.,  Johnstown,  N.  Y. 
Date  of  Taking :  Sept.  22,  1952 
Recorded  in  Franklin  County  Registry  of  Deeds 

Book  979,  Page  54 

Levy  of  1950 
Amount  of  Tax  $  29.28 

Demand  .35 
Advertising  6.50 
Interest  3.90 

 $  40.03 


Levy  of  1951 

Amount  of  Tax  $  32.94 

Demand  .35 

Interest  ^  2.68 


35.97 
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Levy  of  1952 
Amount  of  Tax  $  32.94 

Demand  .35 
Interest  1.31 

 $  34.60 


TAXES  OUTSTANDING  DEC.  31,  1952 
1950 

Motor  Vehicle  &  Trailer  Excise  $  18.62 

1951 

Poll  4.00 
Personal  Property  52.65 
Real  Estate  38.04 

1952 

Personal  Property  63.56 

Real  Estate  700.92 

Motor  Vehicle  &  Trailer  Excise  57.59 


TOTALS  OF  WAGES  OF  HIGHWAY  EMPLOYEES 


Francis  Jackman 

$  504.10 

Earl  Jackman 

291.03 

John  Clement 

2,107.85 

Howard  Truesdell 

1,969.78 

George  Veber 

1,251.43 

Ellsworth  Veber  Jr. 

1,211.70 

Henry  Sifton 

1,448.00 

Richard  Truesdell 

337.00 

Ellsworth  Palmer 

167.30 

Alesio  Passardi 

1,232.50 
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Elmer  Clement  917.90 
Raymond  Stevens  2,387.50 


EXPENDED 

Highways : 

Ch.  90  Construction,  Pond  Rd.  $  9,987.44 

Ch.  90,  Const.,  Monroe  Hill  Rd.  5,066.68 

Ch.  90,  Steele  Brook  Bridge  732.53 

Ch.  90,  Maintenance  2,994.58 

Ch.  81,  Construction  12,603.80 

Town  Account  997.25 

Winter  Roads  4,373.75 

Winter  Roads,  1951  Acc'ts.  775.85 

Sandpile  690.66 
Welfare : 

O.A.A.  Town  Account  8,665.06 

Disability,  Town  Account  681.90 

O.A.A.,  U.  S.  Grants  3,763.85 

O.A.A.  Admin,  U.  S.  Grants  320.24 

Disability,  U.  S.  Grants  394.10 

Direct  Relief,  Town  Acc't.  353.35 
Direct  Relief,  Admin.,  Town  Acc't.  358.32 

Western  Mass.  District  Acc't.  455.00 

Board  of  Health  66.70 
Franklin  Co.  Retirement  Assoc.,  Dues  422.81 

Bonds  and  Insurance  590.29 

Doctor's  Subsidy  250.00 

Post  War  Rehabilitation  Fund  250.00 
Chas.  Wells  Fund  Acc't. 

(Preserved  Smith  Fund  Dividend)  20.00 

Fires  and  Forest  Fires  70.00 

Fire  Dept.  331.30 

Fire  Dept.  New  Equipment  160.00 
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Fire  Dept.  Water  Holes 

80.00 

Fire  Dept.  July  Fourth  Celebration 

100.00 

Gypsy  Moth  Control 

303.80 

Street  Lights 

279.00 

Municipal  Buildings  and  Grounds 

212.82 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

2,047.34 

Town  Officers'  Expense  Account 

165.47 

Civil  Defense 

35.74 

Schools 

12,679.17 

School  Housing  Investigation 

185.67 

Library 

S02.25 

Office  Equipment 

16.60 

Postage  and  Printing 

615.91 

Cemeteries 

150.00 

Veterans'  Service  Centre 

185.00 

State  Taxes 

70.01 

County  Taxes 

2,965.27 

Animal  Inspection 

75.00 

Meat  Inspection 

25.00 

Franklin  Co.  Treas.,  Dog  Licenses 

88.20 

Contingent  Account 

489.76 

M.  V.  &  Tr.  Exc.  Tax  Refunds 

85.29 

Poll  Tax  Refunds 

4.00 

Machinery  Maintenance 

6,649.48 

New  Tractor 

7,150.35 

Misc.  Old  Bills,  1951 

718.01 

Franklin  Co.  Ret.  Assoc.  Ded.  of  Emp. 

315.47 

Coll.  of  Int.  Rev.,  Ded.  of  Emp. 

1,422.50 

Total  Amount  Expended   $  92,792.57 

Credit  Bal.  Dec.  31,  1952  55,342.01 


$148,134.58 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY, 
Town  Treasure?' 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 


Town  of  Rowe 


As  Treasurer  ex-officio  of  the  Trust  Funds,  belonging  to  the 
Town,  the  undersigned  submits  the  following  statements,  showing 
the  Receipts  and  Payments  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1952; 
together  with  the  balances  on  that  date. 

Preserved  Smith  Fund  —  Bond  $1,000.00  —  Dividends  Rec.  1952, 
$40.00  —  Deposited  to  Chas.  Wells  Fund  Acc't,  2-5-52,  $20.00  — 
Deposited  to  Town  Library  Acc't.,  12-31-52,  $20.00  —  No  Balance. 

Library  Gift  Fund  —  This  Account  was  ruled  as  belonging  to  the 
Town  of  Rowe;  by  the  State  Audit  Dept.  until  voted  as  a 
Library  Gift  Trust  Fund  by  Town  Meeting  vote. 
The  Bank  Book  of  this  Acc't.  #83101,  shows  a  credit  of  $  26.95 
Money  Gifts  of  1952  that  could  be  added  to  this  Fund  15.00 
Also  the  State  Audit  report  shows  total  of  gifts,  prev.  years  94.13 


Total  Amount  $136.08 


Foster  Donation  (School)  —  Principal  $200.00  —  Received  Prev. 
to  '52,  $12.56  —  Received  1952,  Int.  $5.61  —  Balance  $218.17 

Chas.  Wells  Library  Fund  —  Principal  $500.00  —  Received  Prev. 
to  '52,  $49.59  —  Received  1952,  Int.  $14.14  —  Received  1952 
from  Pres.  Smith  Fund  Dividend  $20.00  —  To  Town  Library 
Acc't.  Paid  Out,  $76.62  —  Paid  Out  to  Town  Treasury  $7.11  — 
Balance  $500.00. 

West  Cemetery,  Abbott  L.  White  Lot  $200.00  —  Rec.  Prev.  to  '52, 
$14.95  —  Rec.  '52,  Int.  $5.39  —  Balance  $220.34. 

Rowe  Cemetery,  Wells  Fund  $200.00  —  Rec.  Prec.  to  '52,  $4.83  — 
Rec.  '52,  Int.  $5.14  —  Balance  $209.97. 

Post  War  Rehabilitation  Fund  —  Rec.  Prev.  to  '52,  $1,884.08  — 
Rec.  '52,  Int.  $51.04  —  Div.  from  U.  S.  Bonds  $250.00  — 
Balance  $2,185.12. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY, 

Town  Treasurer 
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Town  Clerk's  Report 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

Date  Name 

Jan.    7    Marion  Ruth  Clement 

Jan.  29    Gail  Ann  Gorczakoski 
May  20    Timothy  John  Bjork 
July  22    Leslie  Max  Furlon 
Dec.  30    Deborah  Avery 

Deaths 

Date  Name 

June    7    Hannah  A.  Roberts 

July  27    Samuel  E.  Clement 

Sept.    4    Leslie  Max  Furlon 

Sept.  26    Marion  A.  Furlon 

Some  Time  between 

Aug.  21,  1951  and 

Nov.  27,  1952    Albert  F.  Orr 


Parents 

John  E.  Clement 
Myrtle  L.  Coolbrith 
Joseph  J.  Gorczakoski 
Christine  E.  Brown 
Wendell  W.  Bjork 
Florence  M.  Hill 
Leslie  M.  Furlon 
Marion  F.  Aubertine 
Charles  D.  Avery 
Marion  A.  Sibley 


Marriages 

Name 

Fredrick  A.  Crowingshield 
Esther  L.  Arno 
Aug.    2    Philo  0.  Krashan 
Helen  0.  Potter 
Richard  E.  Shumway 
Eleanor  Gage 


Date 

July  20 


Sept. 


Yrs. 

97 
71 

40 


68 


Mos.  Days 

29 


10 
1 


19 
12 
1 


Residence 

Heath 
Rowe 

Cromwell,  Conn. 

Rowe 
Rowe 
Lee 
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Dog  Licenses 

27  Males  at  $2.00 

14  Spayed  Females  at  $2.00 

3  Females  at  $5.00 

Paid  Town  Treasurer 
Fees  Retained 


54.00 
28.00 
15.00 


-$ 


88.20 
8.80 


97.00 


97.00 


Sporting  Licenses 

7  Fishing  at  $3.25                          $  22.75 

23  Hunting  at  $3.25  79.75 

12  Sporting  at  $5.25  63.00 

1  Trapping  at  $5.25  5.25 

4  Minor's  Fishing  at  $1.25  5.00 
3  Women's  Fishing  at  $2.25  6.75 

2  Non-Resident  Hunting  at  $15.25  30.50 

5  Non-Resident  3  day  Fishing  at  $2.75  13.75 
10  Old  Age  Sporting,  Free 

2  Old  Age  Assistance  Fishing  Free 


-$  226.75 


Paid  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game  $  212.50 
Fees  Retained  14.25 


-$  226.75 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GERALD  A.  TRUESDELL, 
Town  Clerk 
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Report  of  School  Committee 


The  School  Committee  of  Rowe  herewith  submits  its 
annual  report. 

We  are  particularly  pleased  to  report  to  the  Town  that 
the  anticipated  State  Reimbursement  on  the  new  construc- 
tion to  the  school  in  1948  has  finally  been  received.  A  check 
in  the  amount  of  $2,254.00  has  been  sent  to  the  treasurer. 
The  reimbursement  represents  20%  of  $11,270.00  which 
is  %  of  the  total  cost  less  land  and  alterations  in  which 
the  State  does  not  participate. 

Due  to  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  Janitor  services  and 
savings  in  other  Departments,  funds  became  available 
which  contributed  substantially  toward  the  expense  of 
necessary  and  long-awaited  improvements  to  the  School 
plant. 

The  appearance  and  practicality  of  the  interior  of  the 
School  was  improved  by  sanding  and  varnishing  the  floor 
and  stairs  and  covering  of  the  stairs  with  safety  treads 
including  stainless  steel  edging.  Storage  facilities  were 
increased  by  installation  of  adjustable  shelving.  An  ade- 
quate fire  extinguisher  was  purchased  for  fire  protection. 

The  section  of  the  grounds  surrounded  by  the  driveway 
was  landscaped  and  seeded.  Repairs  were  made  to  the 
slate  roof  and  eave  troughs  and  downspouts  installed. 

To  provide  hot  lunches  for  the  children  and  teacher,  and 
anticipating  an  eventual  Hot  Lunch  Program,  kitchen  faci- 
lities were  made  available  in  the  basement  consisting  of  a 
cabinet  sink,  two-unit  Electric  Hot  Plate,  utensils,  dishes, 
etc.  A  long  table  and  benches  and  counter  were  built  from 
lumber  long  stored  in  the  East  Schoolhouse.  Hot  running 
water  was  installed  in  the  sink  and  lavatories. 
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In  several  instances,  with  a  view  to  saving  money  on 
labor,  the  School  Committee  voluntarily  assumed  the  work. 
Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  of  the  work  contributed 
by  friends  of  the  School  toward  painting  the  fence.  The 
Committee  also  wishes  to  extend  their  thanks  to  the  High- 
way Superintendent  and  Board  of  Selectmen  for  surfacing 
the  driveway  and  in  supplying  loam  for  the  front  lawn. 

Appreciation  and  thanks  are  extended  to  Mr.  Thomas 
L.  Warren,  Superintendent,  who  has  given  much  time  and 
valuable  advice  which  enabled  the  Committee  to  function 
smoothly  and  efficiently. 


BUDGET  SUMMARY 
Superintendent  1952  1953 

Recommended 
Spent  Appropriation 


Salary  and  Expenses  5 

;  690.29 

$  700.00 

Instruction 

Teachers  and  Supervisors 

3,238.00 

3,280.00 

Books  and  Supplies  of  Instruction 

293.14 

400.00 

Transportation  within  Town 

Elementary 

3,205.46 

3,200.00 

Transportation  outside  Town 

Elementary 

238.00 

200.00 

High  School 

1,588.00 

1,750.00 

Tuition 

Elementary 

463.35 

1,300.00 

High  School 

1,386.48 

1,060.00 

Maintenance 

Janitor  Service 

256.80 

200.00 

Fuel 

314.19 

250.00 

Lights  and  Supplies 

61.39 

75.00 

Repairs  (painting  interior  this  year) 

299.53 

150.00 

New  equipment 

481.26 

75.00 
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Health  Program  106.03  100.00 
School  Union  Expense 

(Rowe's  proportionate  share)  6.25  10.00 

Christmas  Fund  40.00  50.00 

Miscellaneous  Unclassified  11.00  50.00 


$12,679.17  $12,850.00 
Total  Reimbursement  from  State  for  1952  $  7,295.49 
Total  unexpendable  funds  returned  to  Treasury  $  500.83 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNE  G.  BOND,  Chairman 
LILLIAS  D.  MURRAY,  Sec'y. 
HENRY  STANFORD 

School  Committee 


BUDGET 


Appro. 

Appro. 

Spent 

Superintendent 

1953 

1952 

1952 

Salary  and  Expenses 

$  700.00 

$  650.00 

$  690.29 

Instruction 

Teachers  and  Supervisors 

3,280.00 

3,280.00 

3,238.00 

Books  and  Supplies  of  Instruction 

400.00 

400.00 

293.14 

Transportation  within  Town 

Elementary 

3,200.00 

3,100.00 

3,205.46 

Transportation  outside  Town 

Elementary 

200.00 

650.00 

238.00 

High  School 

1,750.00 

1,750.00 

1,588.00 

Tuition 

Elementary 

1,300.00 

500.00 

463.35 

High  School 

1,060.00 

1,700.00 

1,386.48 

Maintenance 

Janitor  Service 

200.00 

480.00 

256.80 

Fuel 

250.00 

250.00 

314.19 

Lights  and  Supplies 

75.00 

75.00 

61.39 

Repairs  (painting  interior,  this  year 

•)  150.00 

50.00 

299.53 

New  equipment 

75.00 

85.00 

481.26 

Health  Program 

100.00 

106.03 

School  Union  Expense 

Rowe's  proportionate  share 

10.00 

10.00 

6.25 

Insurance 

150.00 

150.00 

Christmas  Fund 

50.00 

50.00 

40.00 

Miscellaneous  Unclassified 

50.00 

50.00 

11.00 

$12,850.00  $13,180.00  $12,679.17 
Total  Reimbursement  from  State  for  1952  $  7,295.49 

Total  unexpendable  funds  returned  to  Treasury  $  500.83 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


To  the  School  Committee  Members,  and  the  other 
Citizens  of  the  Toivn  of  Rowe: 

I  herewith  submit  my  fifth  annual  report: 

During  the  past  year  desirable  improvements  and  re- 
pairs have  been  made  to  our  school  building  and  grounds. 
The  erection  of  a  fence  to  keep  our  eager  and  energetic 
young  from  dashing  into  the  highway,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  driveway  have  been  changes  which  you  all 
have  noted. 

Inside  the  building  the  installation  of  hot  water  and  of 
a  cabinet  sink  will  enable  the  pupils  to  keep  their  hands 
cleaner,  and  provide  better  facilities  for  washing  lunch 
dishes,  etc. 

The  practice  of  sending  the  pupils  of  grades  seven  and 
eight  to  Charlemont  has  been  carried  on,  and  has  helped 
greatly  all  pupils  and  the  local  teacher,  since  it  lessens 
somewhat  her  lesson  preparations. 

I  believe  that  before  the  publication  of  this  report,  we 
shall  have  had  a  favorable  report  from  the  Massachusetts 
School  Building  Assistance  Commission,  regarding  a  re- 
imbursement for  the  construction  of  new  school  facilities 
in  1948.  In  order  to  be  reimbursed  all  bills,  contracts,  etc., 
must  be  filed  with  the  Commission,  and  it  was  no  easy  task 
to  find  all  of  the  necessary  papers. 

The  state  reimburses  new  construction  only,  not  on  al- 
terations or  remodelling.  Mr.  Eldridge,  the  architect, 
judged  that  25%  of  the  contracted  bills  were  for  remo- 
delling and  the  remainder  for  new  construction.  If  the 
Commission  approves  of  the  project,  Rowe  should  receive 
20%  of  the  amount  spent  for  new  construction. 
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Once  again  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  teacher,  pupils,  and  other  citizens  of  Rowe  for 
their  cooperation  throughout  the  years  I  have  been  here. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  L.  WARREN, 
Superintendent  of  Schools 


MEMBERSHIP  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE,  OCTOBER  1,  1952 


Age 

Grade  5     6     7     8     91011  Totals 

1  11  2 

2  2     2                  1  5 

3  2     2      1  5 

4  2            1  8 

5  4  116 

6  1  1 
Total  1344541  22 


REGISTRATION  OF  MINORS 

Age  Groups  5-7  7-14  Total 

Boys  5  13  18 

Girls  4  10  14 

Totals  9  23  32 
Distribution 

Public  Schools  4  23  27 

Private  Schools  0  0  0 

Vocational  Schools  0  0  0 

Net  in  school  5  0  5 

Totals  9  23  32 
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Report  of  the  Western  Franklin 
Welfare  District 


The  year  1952  brought  several  administration  changes 
in  the  Welfare  District.  One  was  caused  by  the  admission 
of  Rowe  on  March  1st.  The  District  membership  now 
consists  of  five  towns. 

The  other  changes  were  all  necessitated  by  changes  in 
the  General  Laws  which  were,  or  became,  effective  during 
the  year.  On  Nov.  1st,  1951  a  new  category  of  aid  was 
established,  known  as  Disability  Assistance.  This  re- 
quired a  reclassification  of  Welfare  cases,  three  of  which 
were  transferred  to  the  new  classification. 

On  January  1st  it  became  legally  necessary  to  take  liens 
on  real  estate  owned  by  recipients  of  Old  Age  Assistance. 
Fifteen  liens  were  placed  in  accordance  with  this  provision. 

Also  on  January  1st  a  new  legal  minimum  grant  for  Old 
Age  Assistance  cases  was  established,  necessitating  a  com- 
plete examination  of  all  cases  in  order  to  meet  the  require- 
ment. Similarly,  all  cases  receiving  Old  Age  and  Survivors 
Insurance  were  re-examined  on  October  1st  to  conform 
with  a  new  schedule  of  payments. 

The  District  presently  services  15  cases  of  Old  Age  and 
Survivors  Insurance,  2  cases  receiving  Railroad  Pensions, 
and  one  each  of  Postmasters  Pension,  Industrial  Pension 
and  Federal  Soldiers  Benefits. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  analysis  of  the  District's 
activities : 

Number  of  applications  taken  reopened  2 

Number  of  applications  taken  new  6 

Number  of  home  visits  made  232 
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Number  of  office  visits  25 

Number  of  visits  from  State  Area  Representatives  14 

Number  of  visits  from  Civ.  Defense  Dist.  Off.  2 

Number  of  days  State  Auditor  at  office  5 

Number  of  Appeal  Case  Hearings  attended  2 

Number  of  District  Agent's  Meetings  attended  8 
Number  of  visits  not  classified  as  revisits  (Re :  liens, 
Tov^n  Treasurers,  Board  Members,  obtaining 

records  and  Medical  Reports)  48 

District  Load  Analysis 

Cases  Payments 

Old  Age  Assistance                               77  $  62,101.92 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children                    3  2,514.25 

Disability  Assistance                              3  1,942.40 

General  Relief                                      4  1,206.79 


Total  87       $  67,765.36 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Balance  brought  forv^ard  from 

Dec.  31,  1951  $  1,085.25 

Town  Appropriation: 

Charlemont  262.02 

Hawley  111.00 

Heath  144.00 

Monroe  60.00 

Rov^e  540.49 

Federal  Grant  Administration: 

District  (OAA)  2,352.32 

District  (ADC)  182.71 

District  (DA)  156.16 

State  Administration: 

District  (OAA)  1,474.15 
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District  (ADC)  119.23 

District  (DA)  97.09 

District  (GR)  27.27 

Withholding  tax  451.20 


Franklin  County  Retirement  225.00 

Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Agent  $  2,640.00 

Phyllis  L.  Heist,  transportation  195.65 

Edith  B.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Clerk  1,860.00 

Mary  E.  Carpenter,  Treasurer  50.00 

Bond  for  Treasurer  5.00 

Telephone  98.48 

Town  of  Charlemont,  rent  290.00 

Postage,  Box  rent,  etc.  113.05 

Office  Supplies  29.56 

Miscellaneous  expenses  38.25 

Assessed  share.  Franklin  Co.  Ret.  System  128.04 

Withholding  Tax  451.20 

Franklin  County  Retirement  225.00 

Repairs  13.00 

New  equipment  260.09 

Credit  balance  carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  '53  890.57 


$7,287.89  $7,287.89 
Respectfully  submitted, 

PHYLLIS  L.  HEIST,  Agent 


I  hereby  Certify  the  foregoing  report  to  be  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Western  Franklin 
Welfare  District  for  the  year  1952. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  L.  CARPENTER, 

Treasurer 
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1953  BUDGET 


Salary : 

Agent  $  2,880.00 

Clerk  $  1,980.00 

Treasurer  $  50.00 

Telephone  125.00 

Travel  230.00 

Bank  Charges  5.00 

Bonding  Treasurer  5.00 

Postage  (inc.  mailing  of  checks)  160.00 

Supplies  100.00 

Misc.  charges  100.00 

Rent  300.00 

Assessed  share  Franklin  Retirement  System  197.00 

Total  $  6,132.00 


Charlemont 

Hawley 

Heath 

Monroe 

Rowe 


Case  Load 
OA-34 
OA-  8 
OA-11 
OA-  5 
OA-10 


ADC-2 
ADC-0 
ADC-1 
ADC-0 
ADC-0 


DA-1 
DA-0 
DA-0 
DA-0 
DA-2 


GR-1 
GR-1 
GR-1 
GR-0 
GR-0 


Total 

38 


13 
5 
12 


48% 
13% 
17% 
7% 
15% 


$622 
169 
220 
91 
195 


Est.  from  State  $2,044  —  Fed.  $3,066  —  Total  $5,110. 
Decided  at  11-28-52  meeting  to  use  the  amount  of  $4,000  for  state 
and  fed.  est.  —  $838.52  balance  on  hand  —  $4,838  expected  returns 

Total  budget  of  $6,132  —  Less  exp.  ret.  $4,838  —  $1,297  to  be  ap- 
propriated by  towns  on  the  above  percentage. 
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ROWE  -  LOAD  ANALYSIS  FOR  YEAR  1952 


OAA  DA 


Months  No.   Monthly  No. 

totals       Medicals  Cases    totals    Medicals  Cases 


Jan.  '52* 

$  577.24 

$  227.09 

10 

Feb. 

974.50 

274.20 

10 

Mar. 

1  022  05 

183.69 

11-lN 

329.40 

2 

Apr. 

983.15 

206.65 

11 

119.10 

9.30 

2 

May 

884.40 

142.30 

11 

109.80 

2 

June 

896.36 

116.66 

11 

119.10 

9.30 

2 

July 

823.21 

70.41 

11 

112.45 

2.65 

2 

Aug. 

945.00 

242.00 

11-lC 

109.60 

2 

Sept. 

770.27 

56.47 

10 

114.90 

5.50 

2 

Oct. 

887.62 

112.22 

10 

109.40 

2 

Nov. 

865.62 

79.82 

10 

112.05 

2.65 

2 

Dec. 

842.75 

64.65 

10 

114.90 

5.50 

2 

Jan.  '53* 

389.05 

10 

54.70 

2 

Totals 

$10,862.02 

$1,776.16 

11 

$1,405.40 

$34.90 

2 

Paid  to  other  Towns  for  5  cases  $1,566.89 
*  For  1/2  month. 
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Report  of  the  Western  Franklin 
Public  Health  District 


OFFICERS 


Mrs.  Robert  R.  Ogden  .  . 
Frederick  W.  Burrington 

Cyrus  C.  Annear   

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Carpenter  . 


.  .  .  Chairman 
Viee-Chairman 


Secretary 
Treasurer 


During  1952,  this  Public  Health  District  Committee  has 
made  further  study  of  its  work,  cooperating  with  the  duties 
of  the  Public  Health  Nurse.  The  citizens  of  these  four 
towns  have  also  learned  what  to  expect  of  the  committee 
and  of  the  nursing  service.  September  brought  to  a  close, 
by  resignation,  the  service  of  Miss  Julia  Burnett,  R.  N. 
and  the  beginning  of  service  of  Miss  Dorothy  Morehouse, 
R.  N.  To  fulfill  the  duties  of  any  office  before  a  well- 
defined  program  has  been  set  up  is  always  difficult,  so  the 
District  appreciates  the  patience  of  Miss  Burnett,  who 
served  us  well  during  this  formative  stage.  This  commit- 
tee was  fortunate  in  securing  Miss  Morehouse  who  is  an 
experienced  Public  Health  Nurse.  We  are  well  satisfied 
with  her  work  and  trust  our  people  are  enjoying  her 
labors  among  us. 

Mrs.  Harry  Purinton,  Mrs.  Frederick  Burrington,  and 
Mrs.  Floyd  Veber  served  as  dental  committee.  Further 
dental  work  has  been  done  this  year  by  Dr.  Goodell  of 
Shelburne  Falls.  This  includes  3  cleanings,  4  extractions, 
57  fillings  and  6  x-rays.  This  dental  care  was  given  ten 
children  from  three  families  and  transportation  was  pro- 
vided by  the  nurse. 
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This  committee  appreciates  the  generous  financial  aid 
given  by  organizations.  It  has  enabled  us  to  continue  to 
give  special  care  where  needed.  Thanks  also  go  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Pitman  for  their  aid  in  the  dental  care  of 
one  child  and  their  offer  of  further  assistance  in  providing 
transportation. 

There  has  been  a  good  response  to  the  District's  program 
of  distributing  Vitamin  A  and  D  capsules  through  the 
schools  during  the  winter.  These  capsules  of  the  best 
quality  obtainable  are  sold  at  replacement  cost. 

Under  the  law  the  District  is  administered  by  the  Boards 
of  Health  of  the  member  towns.  An  advisory  committee 
consisting  of  two  other  interested  citizens  of  each  town, 
one  of  whom  represents  the  school  committee,  enlarges  the 
group.  We  appreciate  the  faithful  attendance  and  con- 
structive efforts  of  this  committee,  especially  Mrs.  Purin- 
ton,  Mrs.  Burrington,  Mrs.  Veber  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Stafford. 

The  budget  for  1953  and  the  Treasurer's  report  follow 
this  report. 

Your  continued  interest  and  support  are  essential.  Your 
criticisms  and  suggestions  for  improvement  will  be  wel- 
comed as  we  are  cooperating  in  maintaining  a  high  stand- 
ard of  health  in  our  district. 

Respectfuly  submitted, 

GERTRUDE  L.  OGDEN, 

Chairman 
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Report  of  Treasurer 


Receipts : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1952 
Town  of  Charlemont 
Town  of  Heath 
Town  of  Hawley 
Town  of  Rowe 

Nurse's  fees  collected 
Withholding  tax  collected 
Insurance  return  premium 
Sale  of  automobile 
Capsules 

Contributions  to  dental  fund: 
Rowe  Grange 
Heath  Ladies'  Aid 
Charlemont  Woman's  Club 
Charlemont  Lion's  Club 


Total  Receipts 

Disbursements : 
Nurse  salary 
Nurse  mileage 
Supplies 

Insurance  Agency 
Vitamin  Capsules 
Telephone 
Treasurer's  salary 
Defttal  program 


$  642.84 

$  2,221.76 

796.48 

628.80 

544.96 
  4,192.00 

$  411.50 

377.70 
24.74 

300.00 

119.00 
 $  1,232.94 


$  5.00 
23.25 
27.50 
80.00 

 $  135.75 


?  6,203.53 


$  2,587.50 
878.66 
96.31 
107.49 
84.38 
76.35 
50.00 
226.00 
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Withholding  tax  deducted  (overpayment 

to  collector  to  be  adjusted 

next  quarter  $4.80)  382.50 

Total  disbursements   $  4,489.19 

Balance  carried  forward  to  19.53  $  1,714.34 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  L.  CARPENTER, 

Treasurer 


1953  BUDGET 


Nurse's  salary  $  2,900.00 

Nurse's  mileage  900.00 

Supplies  100.00 

Telephone  80.00 

Rent  300.00 

Treasurer's  salary  50.00 

Miscellaneous  150.00 


$  4,480.00 

From  available  cash  800.00 


Total  $  3,680.00 


EACH  TOWN'S  SHARE 

Charlemont  —  53% 
Hawley  —  15% 
Heath  —  19% 
Rowe  —  13% 


$  3,680.00 


$  1,950.40 
552.00' 
699.20 
478.40 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  DISTRICT  &  SCHOOL  NURSE 

This  past  year  the  community  health  activities  in  Rowe 
continued,  with  visits  to  the  school  and  the  homes  to  aid 
in  the  promotion  of  health,  the  correction  of  defects,  the 
prevention  of  disease  and  the  care  of  the  sick. 

In  September  there  v^as  a  change  of  the  District  Nurse. 
Miss  Julia  Burnett  R.N.  resigned  and  Miss  Dorothy  More- 
house R.N.  was  appointed  to  the  position. 

The  annual  Well  Child  Conference  was  held  in  August. 
Dr.  M.  B.  Low  gave  a  fine  physical  examination  to  13  of 
the  little  children  in  Rowe.  Defects  found  when  the  child 
is  small  will  give  a  chance  for  correction,  usually  before 
the  child  enters  school.  Immunization  for  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  may  be  started  at  this  time 
and  the  nurse  completes  the  series  later. 

Following  is  a  report  of  the  health  activities  since  I 
became  your  district  nurse  last  September. 

The  physical  examinations,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Galbo  the 
new  school  physician,  were  given  last  fall.  The  children 
were  found  to  be  in  quite  good  health.  A  few  needed  spe- 
cial attention.  Five  children  had  enlarged  tonsils  and 
three  needed  care  to  correct  weak  arches.  Poor  posture 
was  noted  in  a  few  pupils.  Besides  encouragement  at 
school  to  ''sit  tall"  a  kindly  word  at  home  might  help  to 
correct  this  easy  relaxed  habit,  that  gives  poor  posture. 
Vitamin  A  and  D  capsules  were  available  again  this  winter. 
These  do  help  to  keep  a  child  in  better  health. 

The  hearing  of  the  school  children  was  tested  by  Mrs. 
Beda  Langevin.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  all  the  children 
in  the  Rowe  school  were  found  to  have  normal  hearing. 
One  child,  attending  Charlemont  school,  who  has  a  marked 
hearing  loss,  is  attending  lip  reading  classes. 

Speech  correction  classes  were  held  at  the  Charlemont 
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school  for  children  who  had  difficulty  in  speaking.  Three 
attended  the  classes  from  Rowe. 

Miss  Genevive  Ely,  State  Dental  Hygienist,  checked  the 
school  children's  teeth.  Only  7  had  teeth  in  good  condi- 
tion, all  others  needed  attention.  For  healthy  mouths  these 
defects  should  be  corrected.  Many  children  in  the  district 
have  been  taken  to  the  dentist  under  the  Dental  Program. 
Much  needed  care  was  given  that  otherwise  would  have 
been  neglected. 

The  Mass.  Vision  Test  was  given  in  the  school  this  fall. 
The  vision  of  the  children  was  good.  Only  one  child 
needed  further  examination  at  this  time. 

There  was  chicken  pox  in  town  this  fall,  with  several 
cases  in  the  school.  Visits  were  made  to  check  the  health 
of  the  children  at  school  and  to  take  suspicious  cases  home. 

Home  visits  were  made  to  aid  in  the  care  of  the  sick, 
to  give  hypodermic  injections  and  in  the  Health  Service, 
visits  to  the  little  children  and  the  older  folks  to  help  in 
maintaining  good  health. 

Total  visits  in  Rowe  from  Sept.  22  through  Dec.  31,  1952. 


Nursing  visits  11 

School  visits  15 

School  Home  visits  7 

Infant  visits  2 

Pre-school  visits  1 

Adult  Health  visits  3 


The  generous  contributions  that  have  been  given  to  us 
to  help  in  carrying  on  with  the  much  needed  medical  at- 
tention to  children  in  the  low  income  group  are  greatly 
appreciated.    May  we  thank  the  following  groups: 

Charlemont  Lions  Club  -  for  their  kind  donations  for  the 
Dental  Fund,  for  eye  examinations  and  glasses  and  for 
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examination  of  children  with  hearing  loss  by  Dr.  Dame. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Charlemont  Woman's  Club,  The 
Rowe  Grange  and  the  Heath  Ladies  Aid  for  their  contri- 
bution to  our  Dental  Fund. 

May  I  at  this  time,  thank  the  Committee  of  the  Western 
Franklin  Health  District,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 
and  your  Teacher  for  their  ever  willing  assistance  that 
has  meant  so  much  to  me  in  the  beginning  of  my  health 
programs  in  the  towns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DOROTHY  MOREHOUSE,  R.N. 

District  Nurse 
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Report  of  the  Western  Franklin 
Veterans'  Service  Center 


To  the  Western  Franklin  Veterans'  District  Committee: 

Herewith  is  my  seventh  annual  report  as  Director  of 
Veterans'  Services  and  Veterans'  Agent  for  the  Towns  of 
the  Western  Franklin  District. 

The  interest  shown  by  the  attendance  of  Committee 
members  at  monthly  meetings  have  been  very  encouraging 
and  helpful  and  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Due  to  the  return  of  Korea  veterans,  rehabilitation  re- 
quests have  increased  during  the  past  year.  Our  rcords 
show  a  total  of  813  requests  for  1952. 

Fifty-five  boys  have  registered  at  this  office  for  Selective 
Service  during  the  past  year.  Assistance  in  completing 
the  Questionnaire  have  been  given  in  many  cases.  Photo- 
static copies  of  the  Report  of  Separation  of  returned  vet- 
erans were  furnished  to  the  office  of  the  Selective  Service 
Board  to  complete  their  records  whenever  needed. 

Able  advice  and  assistance  has  been  furnished  by  the 
Veterans'  Administration  Contact  Representative,  Edward 
A.  O'Neil,  in  processing  a  number  of  pension  applications 
and  other  related  claims  for  Federal  benefits. 

Twelve  new  applications  for  Veterans'  Benefits  were 
processed  during  the  pear,  and  there  are  at  present  sixteen 
active  cases  on  the  books.  The  total  for  the  District  for 
Benefits  administered  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  115 
of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  is  $13,173.46  to  date. 
Higher  costs  of  food  and  rent  have  been  responsible  for 
the  increase  of  payments. 
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The  cost  of  operating  the  Veterans'  Service  Office  was 
$3,972.16  for  1952,  with  receipts  of  $13.50  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  for  commercial  photostat  work  done,  making  a 
net  cost  of  $3,959.11. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  E.  SCOTT, 

Director  and  Veterans'  Agent 
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Assessors'  Report 


Number  of  Polls  assessed               '  57 

Number  of  Horses  assessed  24 

Number  of  Cows  assessed  31 

Number  of  Neat  Cattle  assessed  22 

Number  of  Swine  assessed  0 

Number  of  Fowl  assessed  412 

Number  of  all  others  assessed  11 

Number  of  Acres  of  Land  assessed  15,059 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  assessed  162 

Total  Valuation  of  Personal  Property  $238,318.00 

Total  Valuation  of  Real  Estate  assessed  $456,087.00 

Tax  Rate  per  $1,000.00  $  54.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  MURRAY, 
CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY, 
FREDERICK  J.  BJORK, 

Assessors  of  Roive 


Name 


Abben,  A.  E. 
Abbott,  Wm. 

Aberg,  Walter  C.  &  Eugenia  L. 

Adams,  Eva  M. 

Adams,  Eugene  N.  &  Eva  M. 

Alves,  Frances  H. 

Avery,  Lucy  J. 

Avery,  Chas.  D.  &  Marion  M. 

Abbott,  Edwin  H.  Jr. 

Baldrachi,  Irene  Sartori 

Baldrachi,  Wm. 

Bennett,  Eva  P. 


Valuation  Valuation 
(Real  Estate)  (Personal 
Property) 


1,450.00 
1,225.00 
1,800.00 
250.00 
225.00 
500.00 
1,660.00 
925.00 
1,150.00 
525.00 
125.00 
5,320.00 


$  300.00 

350.00 
25.00 


104.00 
600.00 


1,000.00 
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Benton,  Richard 

Bjork,  Benj.  &  Augusta  S. 

Bjork,  Wendell  W.  &  Florence  M. 

Blassberg,  Wm. 

Bolton,  Lawrence  M. 

Bond,  John  E.  &  Ann  G. 

Bond,  Anne  Mae 

Brown,  Clinton  E. 

Brown,  Harry  L.  &  Wm.  H. 

Brown,  Wm.  H. 

Brown,  Archie 

Brown,  Percy  W. 

Boston  &  Maine  R.  R. 

Brown,  Chas.  E. 

Brown,  Wm.  A. 

Brown,  Wm.  &  H.  L. 

Bruffee,  Richard  &  Helen  E. 

Buchner,  Chas.  H.  &  Katherine 

Burke,  Earl  J.  &  Marjorie  B. 

Burt,  Wm.  R.  &  Eva  H. 

Brown,  Edwin  H.  &  Victoria  S. 

Brown,  Everett  C.  &  Doris  M. 

Brown,  Archie  &  Hazel 

Call,  Frederick  J. 

Coderick,  Thos.  H. 

Coolbrith,  Alice  A. 

Cote,  Rene  J.  &  Bertha  L. 

Copley,  Thos.  &  Louise  J. 

Chapin,  Bertha  &  Tryon,  Helen 

Clark,  Chester  E.  &  Mann,  T. 

Clark,  Chester 

Clement,  Elmer 

Cornish,  Wm.  B.  &  Harriet  B. 

Canedy,  Louis  H.  (Est.  of  Percy  Salisbury) 

Dickie,  Loren  E.  &  Helen  J. 

Davenport,  Carlton 

Davenport,  Belle  M. 

Davenport,   Frank  A. 

DeSoe,  Harlan  J.  &  Gertrude  N. 

Davenport,  Alton 

Deming,  Arthur 

Doubleday,  Lloyd  &  Ada  A. 

Dennis,  Mary  A.  (Deceased) 

Evans,  James  A. 

Essert,  Paul  L.  &  Pearl  M. 

Ellis,  Glenn  L. 

Eddy,  Lawrence 

Frank,  Henry 

Frost,  Roger 

Furlon,  Lida  Sartori  &  Fiore 
Farnum,  Lucy 
Farrington,  Arthur  W. 
Galbraith,  James  A.  &  Adora  G. 
Gates,  Eugene  H.  Jr.  &  Helen  D. 


65.00 

2,275.00 

284.00 

925.00 

600.00 

850.00 

400.00 

1,175.00 

1,175.00 

50.00 

1,937.00 

1,150.00 

1,685.00 

550.00 

50.00 

3,280.00 

250.00 

1,205.00 

5.50 

375.00 

275.00 

700.00 

100.00 

1,780.00 

400.00 

250.00 

510.00 

350.00 

50.00 

350.00 

725.00 

3,375.00 

500.00 

900.00 

500.00 

150.00 

1,650.00 

475.00 

225.00 

1,500.00 

360.00 

1,175.00 

525.00 

150.00 

350.00 

455.00 

525.00 

2,885.00 

45.00 

525.00 

90.00 

25.00 

830.00 

1,500.00 

1,710.00 

600.00 

785.00 

100.00 

200.00 

50.00 

1,050.00 

250.00 

300.00 

675.00 

1,900.00 

250.00 

610.00 

1,250.00 

275.00 
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Oilman,  Marie  F. 

Gingras,  Arthur  W.  &  Lillian  G. 

Gregory,  Esther  M. 

Gardner,  Harold 

Guilds,  Dr.  Thurber  B. 

Gorczakoski,  Jos. 

Hathaway,  Raymond  S.  &  Nellie  M. 

Hamilton,  James 

Henderson,  Edw.  C. 

Henry,  Anna  L. 

Herzig,  Fred 

Holden,  Lilla 

Holden,  Roy  J.  Jr.  &  Alice  M. 

Howe,  Garner 

Hoxie,  Geo.  &  Cynthia  A. 

Kurd,  Floyd  &  Zoe 

Jackman,  Francis  &  Bertha  L. 

Jackman,  Earl  &  Eliz. 

Kennedy,  C.  Henry 

Knapp,  John  F.  &  Ada  L. 

Lin,  Helen 

Lively,  Mederick  &  Eleanor  A. 

Lively,  Claude 

Lee,  Bessie  M. 

Lee,  Lawrence 

Lively,  Clovis 

Magnago,  Jos.  &  Valarie 

Magnago,  Sylvia 

Murray,   Samuel  &  Lillias 

Murphy,  Margaret 

Neal,  Florence  N. 

Nelson,  Adolph 

New  England  Tele.  &  Tele. 

New  England  Tele.  &  Tele. 

Newton,  Myron  A.  &  Agnes  B. 

Norris,  Florence 

Nelson,  Louis  A. 

Northern  Berkshire  Gas  &  Light  Co. 

Palmer,  E.  E.  &  Arvin  G, 

Passardi,  Alesio 

Pearson,  Samuel  E. 

Peck,  Lillian  Cressey 

Peck  Lumber  Co. 

Picket,  John  T.  &  Evelyn  L. 

Potter,  Harry  &  Olga 

Pratt,  Clarence  E.  &  Marcella 

Paoletti,  Calisto 

Pierson,  Wm.  D. 

Pierce,  Dwight  C.  &  Flora  L. 

Plumb,  Geo.  W. 

Quillinan,  Clayton 

Quinn,  Geo.  L. 

Ramsey,  David  A. 

Raycroft,  Volney  &  Esther 


275.00 

450.00 

85.00 

1,200.00 

150.00 

50.00 

75.00 

500.00 

1,040.00 

50.00 

130.00 

40.00 

1,000.00 

25.00 

475.00 

1,150.00 

205.00 

910.00 

275.00 

670.00 

800.00 

225.00 

800.00 

300.00 

420.00 

3.00 

750.00 

150.00 

200.00 

200.00 

600.00 

1,725.00 

300.00 

50.00 

1,455.00 

25.00 

225.00 

1,425.00 

595.00 

1,925.00 

1,900.00 

450.00 

550.00 

200.00 

286,200.00 

200,000.00 

1,600.00 

1,625.00 

50.00 

1,200.00 

300.00 

300.00 

14,500.00 

1,475.00 

300.00 

450.00 

25.00 

575.00 

250.00 

450.00 

575.00 

1,625.00 

350.00 

1,275.00 

800.00 

525.00 

100.00 

450.00 

60.00 

1,460.00 

120.00 

785.00 

25.00 

650.00 

500.00 
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Reed,  Harriet  C. 

Rice,  Alfred  K.  &  Louise  N. 

Richards,  John  E. 

Reynolds,  Sammy  W.  &  Loise 

Richmond,  Homer 

Rivers,  Edmund 

Rivers,  Hope  E. 

Rose,   Thos.  M. 

Rowe,  Frederick  F. 

Rowe  Lumber  Corp. 

Rossi,  Jos.  &  Caroline 

Salisbury,  Percy  &  Canedy,  Louis  H, 

Saich,  Wm.  J.  &  Margaret  B. 

Sartori,  Dosolina 

Schubert,  Paul  &  Dorothy  C. 

Schuler,  Milton  E.  &  Ree  B. 

Scrivins,  Clarence  M. 

Scrivins,  Fred 

Scrivins,  Henry  A.  &  Lillian 
Shea,  Raymond  P.,  Jr. 
Sherman,  Elmer  L. 
Shumway,  Chandler  C. 
Shumway,  Richard  E. 
Shum.way,  Harold  &  Gladys  L. 
Sibley,  Wm.  P. 
Sibley,  Annie 

Sibley,  Clifford  W.  &  Mary  E. 

Sibley,  Emory  B. 

Sibley,  Emory  B.  &  Jessie  F. 

Sibley,   Howard  H. 

Sibley,  Margaret 

Sibley,  Wm.  P.  &  Hazel  M. 

Sifton,  Henry  &  Veber,  Nellie 

Slounwhite,  Stewart  &  Louise  N. 

Swensen,   Robt.  G. 

Smith,  Richard  R.  &  Paul  E. 

Smith,  Royal  S. 

Smith,  W.  Carl 

Stanford,  Jos.  H.  &  Lila 

Stanford,  Grace  G. 

Stevens,  Raymond  B.  &  Dorothy  N. 

Stanford,  E.  Elwood  &  Alice  L. 

Svendson,  Bodhil  &  Sigurd 

Stone,  Viola 

Sykes,  Roy  R. 

Thibodeau,  Pierre 

Tombs,  Nelson  E.  &  Hazel  L. 

Truesdell,   Adelbert  F. 

Truesdell,  Elwin  0.  &  Maud  W. 

Truesdell,  Gerald  A.  &  Alice  V. 

Truesdell,  lieon 

Tuttle,  Chas.  C.  &  Annie  M. 

Upson,  Marie  R. 

Van  Alstine,  Maud  M. 


900.00 

850.00 

80.00 

675.00 

400.00 

300.00 

100.00 

400.00 

475.00 

150.00 

2,500.00 

4,025.00 

750.00 

100.00 

500,00 

585.00 

150.00 

1,675.00 

100.00 

775.00 

350.00 

2,380.00 

200.00 

400.00 

150.00 

400.00 

375.00 

75.00 

225.00 

150.00 

900.00 

40.00 

1,575.00 

85.00 

800.00 

25.00 

100.00 

100.00 

2,600.00 

2,320.00 

300.00 

1,425.00 

50.00 

920.00 

725.00 

150.00 

700.00 

50.00 

1,350.00 

155.00 

1,475.00 

75.00 

350.00 

875.00 

25.00 

900.00 

1,075.00 

850.00 

150.00 

1,350.00 

210.00 

200.00 

700.00 

1,675.00 

650.00 

200.00 

3,700.00 

585.00 

200.00 

1,400.00 

632.00 

700.00 

725.00 

1,800.00 

625.00 
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Vareschi,  Peter 

Veber,  Edwina  F. 

Veber,  Ellsworth  &  Blanche 

Veber,  Floyd  &  Irene  S. 

Veber,  Herbert  A. 

Vincent,  Louis  A.  (Deceased) 

Vitty,  Theodore  L.  &  Dupont,  Chas. 

West,  Thos. 

Waite,   Cora  M. 

West,  Edw.  W. 

West,  Thos.  &  Irene 

West  Virginia  Pulp  &  Paper  Co. 

Whalley,  Irene 

White,  Albert  B. 

White,  Mary  T. 

White,  Clifford  E. 

Western  Union 

Williams,  Nancy  E. 

Willey,  Chester  H. 

Williams,  Frederick 

Wilson,  Raymond  Wyatt  Jr. 

Winn,  J.  Casius,  Wackenbarth,  F. 

Winn,  Ralph 

Woffenden,  Fay 

Wessman,  Herbert 

Wyland,  Geo. 

Woffenden,  John 

Young,  Florence  W. 


775.00 

125.00 

325.00 

720.00 

1,150.00 

95.00 

1,125.00 

100.00 

500.00 

350.00 

100.00 

775.00 

250.00 

450.00 

150.00 

100.00 

4,000.00 

275.00 

1,275.00 

400.00 

850.00 

800.00 

300.00 

1,400.00 

2,655.00 

860.00 

610.00 

925.00 

300.00 

175.00 

600.00 

50.00 

395.00 

125.00 

635.00 

1,300.00 

725.00 

150.00 
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Report  of  Librarian 


Acknowledgement  is  made  for  gifts  of  money,  books  and 
magazines  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Lee  and  family, 
Mrs.  George  Marshall,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burton  Giles,  Mrs. 
Edwina  Veber,  Mrs.  Frank  Carpenter,  Miss  Frances 
Browne,  Miss  Margaret  Hamlin,  Mrs.  Grace  Stanford,  Mr. 
Royal  Smith,  Miss  Edith  Kloetzle,  Mrs.  Mary  Sibley  and 
Miss  Fannie  Sibley. 

A  cabinet  for  minerals  has  been  presented  to  the  library 
by  Mr.  Edward  Henderson,  and  it  is  hoped  that  we  may 
eventually  have  a  good  collection. 


Circulation  of  books 
Circulation  of  magazines 
Books  added 
Fines 


1433 
357 
80 
$4.69 


BOOKS  PURCHASED 


Stillmeadow  seasons 
Pete 

Wonderful  year 
First  book  of  snakes 
Skeeter 

Captive   of  the  Delawares 

Lonesome  sorrel 

High  prairie 

Sea  around  us 

Life  of  the  spider 

Elizabeth  the  Queen 

Our  unknown  ex-president 

Black  and  white 

Father  Junipero  Sierrt 

Secret  of  Donkey  Island 

Trial  by  terror 

Mary  Poppins  in  the  park 

Bowl  of  brass 

Watersplash 

Just  one  cat 

Geronimo 

Houses  in  between 


Wellman 
Wentworth 


Robertson 
Havighurst 
Carson 
Compton 
Crawford 


Lagerkvist 


Taber 
Robinson 


Lyons 
Flavin 
Bolton 
Davis 
Galico 
Travers 


Barnes 
Hoke 

Shaffer 
Nevin 


Wilgus 
Wyatt 
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GIFTS 


Merchant  of  valor  Kelland 

Behind  the  steel  wall  Fredborg 

Curtain  rises  Reynolds 

Rose  and  the  yew  tree  Westmacott 

Roaring  dove  Kerby 

Life  of  Christ  Farrar 

My  four  years  in  Germany  Gerard 

Grenoble  Ferrand 

King  Spruce  Day 

Family  album  Rothery 

The  Pharaohs  Robinson 

Kissing  kin  Thane 

Praise  at  morning  McNeilly 

Southern  cross  Knight 

Earth  and  high  heaven  Graham 

Vanishing  Virginian  Williams 

Douglas  MacArthur  Henschel 

Forrestal  diaries  Millis 

Proud  new  flag  Mason 

Old  gray  homestead  Keyes 

Campbell's  kingdom  Innes 

Serpent-wreathed  staff  Hobart 

Caine  mutiny  Wouk 

Old  Herbaceous  Arkell 

High  calling  Street 

Sister  Sue  Porter 

Silver  lining  McCord 

Staff  nurse  Hancock 

Nurses  are  people  Hancock 

China  sky  Buck 

Exile  Buck 

Bishop's  shadow  Thurston 

Story  of  Pocahontas  Cobb 

Brother,  baby  and  I  Doane 

Animated  story  rhymes  Wehr 

Test  flight  of  the  sky  robin  Garn 

Peter  on  the  paddle  boat  Zaffo 

Child's  garden  of  verse  Stevenson 

Hans  Brinker  Dodge 

Doll  house  Moss 
Wizard  of  Oz 
Rip  Van  Winkle 
Gingerbread  boy 
Snow  White 

Story  of  a  bold  tin  soldier  Hope 

Bunny-tots  window  book  McClandish 
Puss-in-boots 

Little  lame  prince  Mullock 

Little  John  of  N.  England  Brandeis 
Told  in  the  twilight 

Peter  Pan           .  Barrie 

Story  of  a  plush  bear  Hope 
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Tinker  L'Hommedieu 

Bobby  bear  Famous 

Nipper  L'Hommedieu 
Noah's  ark 

Bedtime  stories  Kernahan 

Charming  stories   about  children  Dickens 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSIE  F.  SIBLEY,  Librarian 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  OF  ROWE  TOWN  LIBRARY 

Appropriation:  Annual  Town  Meeting  $  400.00 

Appropriation  Library  Trustees :  from 

accumulated  Trust  Funds  Div.  and  Int.  96.62 


Total  Appropriations  $  496.62 

EXPENDED 
Librarian's  Salary  $  150.00 

Lights  13.00 
Books  and  Magazines  64.36 
Fuel  47.00 
General  Maintenance  19.39 
Repairs  8.50 

Total  Expended   ?  302.25 

Credit  Balance  194.37 

$  496.62 
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Auditor's  Report 


I  have  examined  and  compared  the  reports  of  Selectmen, 
Treasurer  and  Town  Clerk  and  have  found  no  errors  in 
them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  C.  WYLAND, 

Auditor 
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State  Aiiditor^s  Report 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  CORPORATIONS  AND  TAXATION 
DIVISION  OF  ACCOUNTS 
State  House,  Boston  33 

September  3,  1952 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Mr.  Ellsworth  F.  Veber,  Chairman 
Rowe,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  town  of  Rowe  for  the  period  from  November  11, 
1950  to  June  16,  1952,  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  44,  General  Laws.  This  is  in  the  form  of  a  report  made 
to  me  by  Mr.  Herman  B.  Dine,  Assistant  Director  of  Accounts. 

Very  truly  yours, 

FRANCIS  X.  LANG, 

Director  of  Accounts 


Mr.  Francis  X.  Lang 
Director  of  Accounts 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 
State  House,  Boston 

Sir: 

As  directed  by  you,  I  have  made  an  audit  of  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  town  of  Rowe  for  the  period  from  November  11, 
1950,  the  date  of  the  previous  examination,  to  June  16,  1952,  and 
submit  the  following  report  thereon: 

The  financial  transactions,  as  recorded  on  the  books  of  the 
several  departments  collecting  or  disbursing  town  funds  or  sending 
out  bills  for  collection,  were  examined  and  checked  in  detail. 

Ledger  accounts  were  compiled,  and  a  balance  sheet,  which  is 
appended  to  this  report,  was  prepared  showing  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  town  on  June  16,  1952. 

The  receipts  for  licenses  issued  by  the  selectmen  were  checked 
with  the  records  of  licenses  granted  and  the  payments  to  the 
treasurer  were  verified. 
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The  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer  were  examined  and 
checked  in  detail.  The  recorded  receipts  were  analyzed  and  com- 
pared with  the  departmental  records  of  payments  to  the  treasurer 
and  with  other  sources  from  which  money  was  paid  into  the  town 
treasury.  The  payments  were  checked  with  the  selectmen's  ap- 
proved warrants,  the  cash  book  additions  were  verified,  and  the 
cash  balance  on  June  16,  1952  was  proved  by  reconciliation  of  the 
bank  balance  with  a  statement  received  from  the  bank  of  deposit, 
by  inspection  of  the  bank  books,  and  by  actual  count  of  the  cash 
on  hand. 

The  records  of  payroll  deductions  on  account  of  federal  taxes 
and  the  county  retirement  system  were  examined  and  checked, 
the  payments  to  the  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  and  to  the 
county  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  balance  in  the  general 
treasury  on  June  16,  1952  was  proved. 

The  savings  bank  books  and  securities  representing  the  invest- 
ments of  the  trust  and  investment  funds  were  examined  and  listed. 
The  income  was  proved  and  the  amounts  withdrawn  were  com- 
pared with  the  treasurer's  receipts. 

The  financial  records  of  the  town  clerk  were  examined  and 
checked.  The  receipts  from  dog  and  sporting  licenses  were  checked 
with  the  record  of  licenses  issued,  the  payments  to  the  treasurer 
and  to  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game  were  verified,  and  the 
cash  on  hand  on  June  16,  1952  was  proved  by  actual  count. 

It  is  again  recommended  that  the  town  clerk  make  his  returns 
to  the  town  treasurer  and  to  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game 
on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month,  as  required  by  law. 

The  surety  bonds  of  the  town  clerk,  treasurer,  and  tax  collector 
were  examined  and  found  to  be  in  proper  form. 

The  appropriations  were  listed  from  the  town  clerk's  records 
of  town  meetings  and  the  amounts  voted  were  compared  with  the 
aggregate  apropriations  raised  by  the  assessors  in  the  computation 
of  the  1951  and  1952  tax  rates. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  tax  collector  were  examined  and 
checked  in  detail.  The  taxes  outstanding  according  to  the  previous 
examination  and  all  subsequent  commitment  lists  of  taxes  and 
motor  vehicle  and  trailer  excise  were  audited  and  verified  by 
comparison  with  the  warrants  issued  by  the  assessors  for  their 
collection. 

The  collections  as  recorded  were  checked,  the  payments  to  the 
treasurer  were  verified,  the  abatements  were  compared  with  the 
assessors'  record  of  abatements  granted,  the  outstanding  accounts 
were  listed  and  proved,  and  the  cash  on  hand  on  June  16,  1952 
was  proved  by  actual  count. 

Verification  of  the  outstanding  accounts  was  made  by  sending 
notices  to  a  number  of  persons  whose  names  appeared  on  the  books 
as  owing  money  to  the  town,  and  from  the  replies  received  it 
appears  that  the  outstanding  accounts,  as  listed,  are  correct. 
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The  librarian's  records  of  receipts  from  fines  were  checked,  the 
payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  cash  on  hand  on 
June  16,  1952  was  proved  by  actual  count. 

The  charges  for  the  use  of  town-owned  highway  equipment  were 
checked  with  the  highway  department  payrolls.  The  recorded 
collections  were  listed  and  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were 
verified. 

The  recorded  receipts  of  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures 
were  checked  with  the  record  of  work  done  and  the  payments  to 
the  treasurer  were  verified. 

The  records  of  the  public  welfare  department  and  bureau  of 
old  age  assistance  were  examined  and  checked.  The  departmental 
records  were  analyzed,  the  recorded  collections  were  checked,  the 
payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  outstanding 
accounts  were  listed  and  proved. 

In  addition  to  the  balance  sheet,  there  are  appended  to  this 
report  tables  showing  a  reconciliation  of  the  treasurer's  cash, 
summaries  of  the  tax  and  departmental  accounts,  as  well  as  tables 
showing  the  condition  and  transactions  of  the  trust  and  investment 
funds. 

During  the  progress  of  the  audit  cooperation  was  extended  by 
all  town  officials,  for  which,  on  behalf  of  my  assistance  and  for 
myself,  I  wish  to  express  appreciation. 

Respectfuly  submitted, 

HERMAN  B.  DINE, 

Assistant  Director  of  Accounts 

HBD:HAC 
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Appropriations  Recommended  by 
the  Budget  Committee 


Animal  Inspector 

KA  AA 

Meat  Inspector 

25.00 

jDoara  oi  Jlealtn 

1  KA  AA 

Welfare,  General  Relief 

A  AA  AA 

4UU.UU 

Welfare  District  (Administration) 

"1  A  EC  A  A 

Weliare,  UAA 

A  AAA  AA 

Welfare,  Disability  Assistance 

"1    AAA  AA 

Bonds,  Securities  and  Insurance 

600.00 

Cemeteries 

OCT  A  A  A 

Contingent 

OCA   A  A 

350.00 

Forest  Fires 

r>  cr  A  A  A 

ZdO.OO 

Fire  Department  (Maint.) 

OCA   A  A 

350.00 

Fire  Department,  New  Equipment 

OCA   A  A 

850.00 

Fire  Department,  Water  Holes 

OA  A  A  A 

ZOO. 00 

Fire  Department,  Independence  Day 

■<  A  A   A  A 

100.00 

Gypsy  Moth  Control 

305.00 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  Control 

.00 

Highways,  Town  Account 

1,000.00 

Highways,  Winter  Roads 

4,000.00 

Highways,  Snow  Fence 

200.00 

Highways,  Sand  Pile 

700.00 

Library 

340.00 

Office  Equipment 

100.00 

Postage  and  Printing 

450.00 

Schools 

12,850.00 

Street  Lights 

288.00 

Buildings  and  Grounds 

300.00 

Town  Officers 

2,305.00 

Town  Clerk  $ 

140.00 

Treasurer 

400.00 
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Selectmen,  $225.00  each  675.00 
Assessors,  $170.00  each  510.00 
School  Committee,  $100.00  each  300.00 
Tax  Collector  &  Constable  250.00 
Auditor  5.00 
Moderator  20.00 
Sealer  of  Weights  5.00 
Town  Officers  Expense  200.00 
Soldiers'  Benefits  100.00 
Civil  Defense  50.00 
Reserve  1,000.00 


$  37,958.00 


Respectf uly  submitted : 


CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY 
GERALD  A.  TRUESDELL 
JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  Jr. 
SAMUEL  MURRAY 
ANNE  G.  BOND 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 
MYRON  A.  NEWTON 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACKUSETTS 

Town  Warrant 


FRANKLIN,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  constables  of  the  Town  of  Rowe, 

in  the  County  of  Franklin,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in 
Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe,  on 
Monday  the  second  day  of  February  next,  at  10:00  in  the 
forenoon,  then  and  there  to  bring  in  their  votes  by  ballot 
for  the  following  officials: 

Clerk  for  one  year 

Moderator  for  three  years 

Treasurer  for  one  year 

Selectman  for  one  year 

Selectman  for  three  years 

Assessor  for  three  years 

School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

Tax  Collector  for  one  year 

Library  Trustee  for  three  years 

Auditor  for  one  year 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year 

For  the  purpose  of  electing  officials  by  ballot  the  polls 
will  be  opened  at  10:00  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may 
be  closed  at  5:00  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

And  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  further  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and 
Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe  on 
Monday,  the  second  day  of  February  next,  at  11 :30  o'clock 
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in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following 
articles : 

Article  1.    To  act  on  the  report  of  the  Town  Officers. 

Article  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Officers,  not  elected 
by  ballot,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations  recommended  by  the  Budget  Com- 
mittee or  take  any  action  thereon: 

50.00  Animal  Inspector 
25.00  Meat  Inspector 

150.00  Board  of  Health 

400.00  Welfare,  General  Relief 

195.00  Welfare  District  (Administration) 
9,000.00  Welfare,  Old  Age  Assistance 
1,000.00  Welfare,  Disability  Assistance 

600.00  Bonds,  Securities  and  Insurance 

250.00  Cemeteries 

350.00  Contingent 

250.00  Forest  Fires 

350.00  Fire  Department  (Maintenance) 

850.00  Fire  Department,  New  Equipment 

200.00  Fire  Department,  Water  Holes 

100.00  Fire  Department,  Independence  Day 

305.00  Gypsy  Moth  Control 
1,000.00  Highways,  Town  Account 
4,000.00  Highways,  Winter  Roads 

200.00  Highways,  Snow  Fence 

700.00  Highways,  Sand  Pile 

340.00  Library 

100.00  Office  Equipment 

450.00  Postage  and  Printing 
12,850.00  Schools 

288.00  Street  Lights 

300.00  Municipal  Buildings  and  Grounds 
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2,305.00  Town  Officers'  Salaries 

200.00  Town  Officers'  Expense 

100.00  Soldiers'  Benefits 
50.00  Civil  Defense 
1,000.00  Reserve  Fund 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate, or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated  funds 
in  the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Highway 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,600.00  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chap- 
ter 81  Highways  and  that,  in  addition,  the  sum  of 
$11,000.00  be  transferred  from  available  unappropriat- 
ed funds  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  State's  share  of 
the  cost  of  Chapter  81  Highways;  reimbursement  to 
be  made  by  the  State  upon  completion  of  work. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate, or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated  funds 
in  teh  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Highway 
Maintenance;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter 
90  Highway  Maintenance  and  that,  in  addition,  the 
sum  of  $2,000.00  be  transferred  from  available  un- 
appropriated funds  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  State 
and  County  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Highway 
Maintenance;  reimbursement  to  be  made  by  the  State 
and  County  upon  completion  of  work. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated 
funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90 
Pond  Road  Construction;  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
thereto. 
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Vote :  That  the  sum  of  $2,000.00  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter 
90  Pond  Road  Construction  and  that,  in  addition,  the 
sum  of  $6,000.00  be  transferred  from  available  unap- 
propriated funds  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  State 
and  County  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Pond  Road 
Construction;  reimbursement  to  be  made  by  the  State 
and  County  upon  completion  of  work. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from 
available  unappropriated  funds  in  the  Treasury,  the  sum 
of  $5,000.00  for  Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  Improvement; 
said  sum  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  State  upon  completion 
of  work. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of 
the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1953,  and  to  issue 
a  note  or  notes  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any 
note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one 
year  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Chapter  44,  General 
Laws. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Assessors  to  use,  from  available  unappropriated  funds 
in  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  $2,000.00  in  determining  the 
Tax  Rate  for  1953. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $24.00  for  a  street  light  to  be  placed 
in  front  of  the  Fire  House;  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
thereto. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer 
the  previous  year's  Machinery  Earnings  of  $7,896.35  and 
the  1952  Machinery  Maintenance  credit  balance  of  $301.66 
to  1953  Machinery  Maintenance  Account. 
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Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  allot  the 
sum  of  $1,700.00  or  any  other  sum,  from  Machinery  Maint- 
enance Account  for  the  purchase  of  a  %  ton  pick-up  truck 
for  the  use  of  the  Hig'hway  Department ;  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  thereto. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,210.02  for  repayment  of  principal 
and  interest  of  Loan  No.  58  (Tractor  Loan). 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  a 
"Library  Gift  Trust  Fund"  account  to  be  administered  by 
the  Library  Trustees,  said  funds  may  accumulate  and  be 
carried  forward  each  year  at  the  discression  of  the  Trus- 
tees ;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $300.00  for  waterproofing  of  the 
Library  basement;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  subsidize  a  Doctor;  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $400.00  or  any  other  sum,  for 
clerical  assistance  to  the  Town  Officers ;  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  thereto. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $400.00,  or  any  other  sum,  for  the 
use  of  a  "Town  Hall  Improvement  Committee",  consisting 
of  the  Selectmen  and  three  lay  members  chosen  by  the 
Town  Meeting;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  the  Post  Office  and  one 
at  the  Town  Hall  at  least  seven  days  before  said  meeting. 
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Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant, 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting,  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  seventeenth  day  of  January 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-three. 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  Jr. 
FREDERICK  J.  BJORK, 

Selectmen  of  Rowe 

Notice :  -  This  warrant  appears  as  a  matter  of  information 
only;  the  official  meeting  warrant  may  include  alterations 
and  additions. 
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Elected  Town  Officers 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN,  PUBLIC  HEALTH, 
PUBLIC  WELFARE 

J.  Henry  Stanford  Term  expires  1954 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr.  (Chairman)  Term  expires  1955 

Edward  C.  Henderson  Term  expires  1956 


TOWN  CLERK 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell 

TREASURER 

Chandler  C.  Shumway 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Samuel  Murray  Term  expires  1954 

Chandler  C.  Shumway  (Chairman)  Term  expires  1955 

Frederick  J.  Bjork  (Resigned)  Term  expires  1956 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

J.  Henry  Stanford  (Chairman)  Term  expires  1954 

Lillias  D.  Murray  (Mrs.)  Term  expires  1955 

Anne  G.  Bond  (Mrs.)  Term  expires  1956 


TAX  COLLECTOR  &  CONSTABLE 

Samuel  E.  Pearson 

AUDITOR 

George  C.  Wyland 


MODERATOR 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell  Term  expires  1956 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

Maude  E.  Davenport  (Mrs.)  (Chairman)  Term  expires  1954 
Edward  C.  Henderson  Term  expires  1955 

Anna  M.  Bond  (Mrs.)  Term  expires  1958 


TREE  WARDEN 

Henry  Sifton 

SEXTON 

Francis  M.  Jackman 


FIELD  DRIVERS  AND  POUNDKEEPERS 

Charles  D.  Avery  Samuel  Murray 

John  E.  Bond 

FENCE  VIEWERS 
Francis  M.  Jackman  Richard  E.  Shumway 

Roy  J.  Holden,  Jr. 

MEASURERS  OF  WOOD,  BARK  AND  LUMBER 

Frank  A.  Davenport  Adelbert  F.  Truesdell 

Robert  G.  Swenson 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 

Ellsworth  W.  Veber  Term  expires  1954 

John  E.  Bond  Term  expires  1955 

Benjamin  F.  Bjork  Term  expires  1956 

BUDGET  COMMITTEE 

Chandler  C.  Shumway  Edward  C.  Henderson 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr.  Myron  A.  Newton 

John  E.  Bond  J.  Henry  Stanford 
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Appointed  Town  Officers 


FIRE  CHIEF 

J.  Henry  Stanford 

POLICE  CHIEF 

Raymond  B.  Stevens 

ROAD  SUPERINTENDENT 

Raymond  B.  Stevens 

PUBLIC  WELFARE  AGENT 

Phyllis  L.  Heist  (Mrs.) 

ANIMAL  &  MEAT  INSPECTOR 
Frank  A.  Davenport 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 

Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 

NURSING  COMMITTEE 

Lucy  J.  Avery  Alice  V.  Truesdell 

Irene  S.  Veber 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES 

George  C.  Wyland 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Henry  Sifton 

DOG  OFFICER 

John  E.  Bond 

FIRE  WARDEN 

Howard  O.  Truesdell 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Harlan  J.  Desoe 
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Report  of  The  Board  of  Selectmen 


As  predicted  in  last  year's  report  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing the  Highway  Department  has  decreased.  The  actual 
Machinery  Maintenance  total  (less  costs  of  non-routine  items; 
ie.  new  trucks,  insurance,  etc.)  and  Machinery  Earnings 
Fund  totals  for  the  past  three  years  is  as  follows: 


It  is  felt  however,  that  new  equipment  is  needed  at  this 
time  to  keep  the  Highway  Department  effective,  efficient 
and  economical  to  maintain.  The  Marmon-Herrington  cost 
the  Town  over  $800.00  for  repairs  and  parts  during  1953. 
This  figure  does  not  include  the  labor  cost  of  the  Department 
mechanic,  which  would  mean  a  total  figure  of  well  over 
$1,000.00.  Using  almost  $300.00  worth  of  gasoline  while 
earning  but  $1,480.90  this  truck  did  not  pay  it's  way  in 
1953.  Therefore  this  Board  recommends  that  a  new  all- 
wheel-drive  truck  be  purchased.  We  further  recommend 
that  a  Marmon-Herrington  Model  M754  or  equivalent  is  the 
size  necessary  for  our  type  of  work.  This  is  the  size  owned 
by  the  Town  of  Monroe. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  notice  has  been  received 
that  the  Department  of  Public  Works  has  approved  our 
request  for  increased  Chapter  90  funds  for  1954.  The  total 
for  Chapter  90  Construction  was  increased  $2,000.00  making 
a  total  of  $12,000.00  to  be  expended  on  Leshure's  Road. 
Chapter  90  Maintenance  was  increased  $750.00  making  a 
total  of  $3,750.00. 


Maintenance 


Earnings 
$5,155.25 
7,422.85 
5,416.96 


1951 

1952 
1953 


$6,578.03 
6,189.40 
4,602.25 
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The  sale  of  the  soft-wood  timber  on  the  "Town  Farm 
Wood-lot"  was  closed  with  the  receipt  of  $3,750.00  from 
Clark  and  Mann,  successful  bidders.  It  is  suggested  that 
this  money  be  used  for  Town  Hall  improvements. 

The  Board  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Sibley  for  her  able  clerical  assistance;  to  Mr.  R.  B. 
Stevens  for  his  capable  supervision  of  the  Highway  Depart- 
ment; and  to  all  other  officers,  committees  and  townspeople 
whose  support  and  assistance  have  aided  us  during  1953. 


Respectfully  submitted 


JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 


Board  of  Selectmen 


Jury  List  -  1954 


Clifford  W.  Sibley 
Ellsworth  E.  Palmer 
Anne  G.  Bond 
J.  Henry  Stanford 


Engineer 

Farmer 
Housewife 
Papermaker 
Farmer 
Papermaker 


Samuel  Murray 
Kenneth  Soule 
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CHAPTER  8i 
BREAKDOWN  OF  EXPENSES  -  1953 


'I         ^         ^-g  S 

O  t)  S-i 


1. 

Zoar 

22.75 

2. 

Pond 

6.35 

3. 

Leshures 

173.80 

967.78 

159.88 

4. 

Ford  Hill 

185.30 

255.00 

131.00 

5. 

Monroe  Hill 

291.67 

436.08 

165.73 

6. 

Middletown  Hill 

113.80 

177.85 

107.45 

7. 

Potters 

1 9R  fiO 
J.ZO.DU 

1 94  00 

8. 

Cross 

103.45 

167.35 

314.45 

9. 

Stone  Hill 

87.43 

157.60 

82.83 

10. 

Stone 

38.44 

14.05 

11. 

Cyrus  Stage 

96.24 

1,008.84 

155.11 

12. 

Dell 

37.56 

54.70 

24,60 

13. 

Davis  Mine 

87.27 

71.45 

229.72 

14. 

Davenport 

50.85 

30.65 

6.70 

14A.  Davenport  Branch 

6.61 

153.31 

4.70 

15. 

Tatro 

40.05 

149.77 

17. 

Brittingham  Hill 

236.00 

365.80 

105.30 

18. 

Hazelton 

160.51 

1,162.21 

279.40 

97.78 

19. 

County 

50.44 

53.05 

43.50 

20. 

County  Branch 

26.00 

140.10 

21. 

Shippee 

26.75 

28.40 

22. 

Newell  Cross 

47.50 

10.50 

23. 

Tunnel 

212.35 

222.06 

354.51 

24. 

Petries 

11.95 

25. 

Steele  Brook 

63.30 

47.85 

26. 

Bonnie  Blink 

7.35 

27. 

Dennis 

29.70 

81.00 

28. 

Brown 

11.95 

5.25 

29. 

Shumway 

25.10 

30. 

Sibley 

Signs 

32.80 

15.00 

6.35 

Totals 

2,348.32 

1,162.21 

4,660.87 

2,547.00 
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CHAPTER  81 
BREAKDOWN  OF  EXPENSES  -  1953 


<u  iH  ^  c:  ess:  o 


33.60 

56.35 

6.35 

13.00 

21.45 

1,335.91 

10.60 

47.00 

22.45 

651.35 

43.45 

19.30 

20.45 

976.68 

12.40 

39.85 

451.35 

A.  PA 

on 

7.45 

592.70 

7.45 

335.31 

52.49 

132.75 

21.45 

1,414.39 

36.30 

17.65 

20.45 

191.26 

20.00 

408.44 

17.65 

105.85 

3.10 

167.72 

21.40 

211.22 

6.20 

36.90 

750.20 

67.99 

133.65 

22.35 

21.45 

1,945.34 

6.80 

20.45 

174.24 

166.10 

4.65 

59.80 

708.29 

4.80 

771.09 

63.75 

38.90 

891.57 

10.50 

12.05 

34.50 

8.55 

22.10 

141.80 

21.75 

29.10 

110.70 

4.65 

36.90 

58.75 

25.10 

6.10 

29.13 

89.38 

7.68 

7.68 

865.33 

611.30 

41.65 

7.68 

384.08 

12,627.64 
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Town  Expenditures 


HIGHWAY  EXPENDITURES 

CHAPTER  81 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,600.00 

State  Allotment  11,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  27.64 

Superintendent  $  1,279.50 

Labor  4,362.76 

Materials  1,769.71 

Town  Road  Machinery  2,653.66 

Hired  Road  Machinery  2,557.01 


$12,627.64  $12,627.64 

CHAPTER  90,  CONSTRUCTION 
Town  Appropriation  $  2,500.00 

State  Allotment  5,000.00 
County  Allotment  2,500.00 
Reserve  Fund  28.20 

Superintendent                                             $  466.50 

Labor  1,629.93 

Materials  2,466.96 

Town  Road  Machinery  597.10 

Hired  Road  Machinery  4,887.71 


$10,028.20  $10,028.20 


CHAPTER  90,  IMPROVEMENT  MONROE  HILL 

State  Allotment  $  5,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  .78 
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Superintendent 

246.00 

Labor 

985.21 

Materials 

1,317.59 

Town  Road  Machinery 

358.83 

Hired  Road  Machinery 

2,093.15 

$  5,000.78 

$5,000.78 

CHAPTER 

90,  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation 

$  1,000.00 

State  Allotment 

1,000.00 

County  Allotment 

1,000.00 

Reserve  Fund 

5.78 

Superintendent 

$ 

216.75 

Labor 

737.01 

Materials 

1,669.77 

Town  Road  Machinery 

320.45 

Hired  Road  Machinery 

61.80 

$  3,005.78 

$3,005.78 

HIGHWAYS,  TOWN  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation 

$  1,000.00 

Superintendent 

120.00 

Labor 

230.37 

Materials 

1.00 

Town  Road  Machinery 

130.90 

Credit  Balance 

517.73 

$  1,000.00 

$1,000.00 

WINTER 

ROADS  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation 

$  4,000.00 

Superintendent 

$ 

647.25 

Labor 

1,442.80 

Materials 

289.68 
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Town  Road  Machinery  1,182.73 
Hired  Road  Machinery  25.00 
Credit  Balance  412.54 


$    4,000.00  $4,000.00 


SAND  PILE  ACCOUNT 
Town  Appropriation  $  700.00 

Labor  $  151.30 

Materials  78.75 

Town  Road  Machinery  149.00 

Credit  Balance  320.95 


$      700.00    $  700.00 


SNOW  FENCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Frank  W.  Hance  $  195.20 

Credit  Balance  4.80 


$      200.00    $  200.00 


MACHINERY  MAINTENANCE 

Transfer  of  1952  Earnings               $  7,896.35 

Transfer  of  1952  Maint.  Balance  301.66 

Labor  $  1,110.56 

Purchase  %  ton  Pick-up  truck  1,700.00 
Repairs,  Parts,  etc. 

#1  Ford  Pick-up  $  35.31 

#2  Marmon-Herrington  830.68 

#3  FWD  251.96 

#4  Oliver  Cletrac  186.41 

#5  Shovel-loader                115.89  1,420.25 

Heating  Fuel  Oil  716.34 

Electric  Service  48.18 
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Grease,  Oil,  etc. 

Gasoline 

#1  Ford  Pickup  $ 
#2  Marmon-Herrington 
#3  FWD 

#5  Shovel  Loader 
Small  Tools  &  Equipment 
Registration  &  Inspection 
Snow  Plows,  Blades 
Credit  Balance 


42.47 

95.26 
280.06 
296.36 

139.70  811.38 

322.58 
17.50 
112.99 
1,895.76 


$    8,198.01  $8,198.01 
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ADMINISTRATION  ACCOUNTS 
CONTINGENT  ACCOUNT 


Town  Appropriation  $  350.00 

Town  Counsel  $  154.83 

Ballot  Clerks                                     •  21.00 

Land  Damage  32.34 

Memorial  Day  5.87 

Wild  Cat  Bounty  10.00 

Miscellaneous  31.90 

Credit  Balance  77.36 


$  350.00    $  350.00 

MUNICIPAL  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 

Town  Appropriation                        $  300.00 

Janitor  Service  $  33.00 

Repairs  and  Improvements  72.84 

Electric  Service  23.50 

Lawns  14.00 

Credit  Balance  156.66 


$      300.00    $  300.00 
TOWN  OFFICERS'  SALARIES 


Appropriation  $  2,305.00 

Selectmen 

J.  H.  Williams  $  225.00 

J.  H.  Stanford  206.25 

E.  C.  Henderson  206.25 

F.  J.  Bjork  18.75  $  656.25 
School  Committee 

J.  H.  Stanford  100.00 

A.  G.  Bond  100.00 

L.  D.  Murray  100.00  300.00 


16 


Assessors 

C.  C.  Shumway  170.00 
S.  Murray  170.00 

F.  J.  Bjork  127.50  467.50 
Tax  Collector 

S.  E.  Pearson  250.00 
Treasurer 

C.  C.  Shumway  400.00 
Town  Clerk 

G.  A.  Truesdell  140.00 
Moderator 

G.  A.  Truesdell  20.00 
Sealer,  Wgts.  &  Meas. 

G.  C.  Wyland  5.00 
Auditor 

G.  C.  Wyland  5.00 
Credit  Balance  61.25 


$    2,305.00  $  2,305.00 


TOWN  OFFICERS'  EXPENSE 


Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Reserve  Fund  129.37 

Association  Dues  $  36.50 

Telephone  Service  150.48 

Selectmen  28.22 

Assessors  17.82 

Tax  Collector  25.82 

Treasurer  13.46 

Imprinted  Envelopes  38.77 

Miscellaneous  18.30 


$      329.37    $  329.37 
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OFFICE  SUPPLIES  AND  EQUIPMENT 

Appropriation  $  100.00 

Supplies  $  37.10 

Assessors'  File  Cabinet  56.45 
Credit  Balance  6.45 


$      100.00    $  100.00 
POSTAGE  AND  PRINTING 


Appropriation  $  450.00 

Tax  Collector  $  72.70 

Treasurer  36.50 

Assessors  33.83 

Selectmen  1.50 

Miscellaneous  8.78 

Printing  Report  206.55 

Credit  Balance  90.14 


$      450.00    $  450.00 


CLERICAL  ASSISTANCE 

Appropriation  $  400.00 

Mary  E.  Sibley  $  50.00 

Credit  Balance  350.00 


$      400.00    $  400.00 


BONDS  AND  INSURANCE 

Appropriation  $  1,700.00 

Reserve  Fund  491.78 

Workman's  Compensation  $  936.88 

Auto  Liability  569.61 

Fire  Schedule  319.09 

Money  &  Securities  (Burglary)  78.50 

Volunteer  Fire  Dept.  133.00 

Contractor's  Liability  60.20 
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Bonds 

Town  Clerk  $  5.00 
Tax  Collector  45.00 
Deputy  Collector  5.00 
Treasurer  29.50 

Conservator  10.00  94.50 


$    2,191.78  $  2,191.78 


RESERVE  FUND 

Appropriation  $  1,000.00 

Chapter  81  $  27.64 

Chapter  90  Construction  28.20 

Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  .78 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  5.78 

Bonds  and  Insurance  491.78 

Officers'  Expense  129.37 

Credit  Balance  316.45 


$    1,000.00  $1,000.00 


GENERAL  ACCOUNTS 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Appropriation  $  50.00 

1952  Credit  Balance  37.26 

Telephone  Service  $  3.75 

Director's  Mileage  11.00 

Credit  Balance  72.51 


$        87.26    $  87.26 
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STREET  LIGHTS 

Appropriation                               $  312.00 

Northern  Berkshire  Elec.  Co.  $  308.00 

Credit  Balance  4.00 


$      312.00    $  312.00 


EQUIPMENT  DEBT 
Appropriation  $  2,210.02 

Note  58  (Oliver  Cletrac)  $  2,210.02 


$    2,210.02  $  2,210.02 


ANIMAL  INSPECTION 

Appropriation  $  50.00 

Frank  A.  Davenport,  Inspector  $  50.00 


$        50.00    $  50.00 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Appropriation  $  25.00 

Frank  A.  Davenport,  Inspector  $  25.00 


25.00    $  25.00 


TOWN  HALL  IMPROVEMENT  COMMITTEE 

Appropriation                                 $  400.00 

Telephone  $  1.50 

Postage  6.00 

Architect's  Fees  314.00 

Credit  Balance  78.50 


$      400.00    $  400.00 
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Appropriation 
Expended 
Credit  Balance 

SCHOOLS 

$ 

12,850.00 

$  11,815.74 
1,034.26 

$ 

12,850.00  $12,850.00 

Appropriation 
Expended 
Credit  Balance 

LIBRARY 

$ 

340.00 

$ 

294.33 
45.67 

$ 

340.00  : 

$  340.00 

LIBRARY  BASEMENT  REPAIRS 

Appropriation                               $  300.00 
Expended  $ 
Credit  Balance 

.00 
300.00 

$ 

300.00  1 

$  300.00 

Appropriation 
Expended 
Credit  Balance 

CEMETERIES 

$ 

250.00 

$ 

186.46 
63.54 

$ 

250.00  1 

$  250.00 

GREENFIELD  S  200th  ANNIVERSARY 
Appropriation                              $  67.72 
Expended  $ 
Credit  Balance 

.00 
67.72 

$       67.72    $  67.72 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


Appropriation 

Bulldozing  Dump 

Well  Child  Conference 
M.  B.  Low,  M.  D. 
V.  E.  Coombs,  Nutritionist 
R.  P.  Mcintosh,  Hygienist 
Rainbow  Hill,  Meals 

Credit  Balance 


$  150.00 


15.00 

30.00 
13.90 
10.00 
14.70 
66.40 


$      150.00    $  150.00 


GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Appropriation  $  305.00 

Superintendent,  H.  Sifton                              $  102.50 

Labor  174.90 

Materials  6.75 

Transportation  20.00 

Credit  Balance  .85 


$      305.00    $  305.00 


WELFARE  DISTRICT,  ADMINISTRATION 

Appropriation  $  195.00 

W.  Franklin  Welfare  Dist.  $  195.00 


$      195.00    $  195.00 


DISABILITY  ASSISTANCE 

Town  Appropriation                        $  1,000.00 
Federal  Grant  balance  brought 

forward  from  1952  135.89 

Federal  Grants  for  1953  935.67 

2  Cases  $  1,407.30 

Credit  balance  Town  Appropriation  505.70 


22 


Federal  Grant  balance  carried  forward 


to  Jan.  1,  1954 

158.56 

$    2  071  56 

$2  071  56 

AID  TO  DEPENDENT 

CHILDREN 

Town  Appropriation 

$  .00 

Federal  Grant  balance  brought 

forward  from  1951 

228.24 

No  Cases 

$ 

.00 

Federal  Grant  balance  carried 

forward  to  January  1,  1954 

228.24 

$  228.24 

$  228.24 

OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 

Town  Appropriation 

$  9,000.00 

Federal  Grant  balance  brought 

forward  from  1952 

288.45 

Federal  Grants  for  1953 

4,519.50 

12  Cases 

11,442.05 

Credit  balance  Town  Appropriation 

1,332.95 

Federal  Grant  balance  carried 

forward  to  Jan.  1,  1954 

1,032.95 

$  13,807.95  $13,807.95 

GENEteAL  RELIEF 

Town  Appropriation 

$  400.00 

No  Cases 

$ 

.00 

Credit  balance  Town  Appropriation 

400.00 

$      400.00    $  400.00 
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VETERANS'  BENEFITS 
Appropriation  $  100.00 

One  case  $  56.10 

Credit  Balance  43.90 


100.00    $  100.00 


FIRE    DEPARTMENT  EXPENDITURES 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  MAINTENANCE 

Appropriation  $  350.00 

Expended  $  235.60 

Credit  Balance  114.40 


$      350.00    $  350.00 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  NEW  EQUIPMENT 

Appropriation  $  850.00 

Forestry  Hose                                               $  700.00 

Forestry  Trailer  Materials  36.00 

Misc.  Tools  &  Equipment  107.20 

Credit  Balance  6.80 


$      850.00    $  850.00 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  WATER  HOLES 

Appropriation  $  300.00 

Expended  $  298.00 

Credit  Balance  2.00 


$      300.00    $  300.00 
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FIREMEN'S  FIELD  DAY,  JULY  4th 
Appropriation  $  100.00 

Rowe  Volunteer  Fire  Assoc.  $  100.00 


$      100.00    $  100.00 


FOREST  FIRES 

Appropriation  $  250.00 

Special  Meeting,  Nov.  1,924.38 

Payroll,  Tunnel  Rd.  Fire  $  23.10 

Payroll,  Negus  Mt.  Fire  1,924.38 

Negus  Mt.  Supplemental  9.90 

Credit  Balance  217.00 


$    2,174.38  $2,174.38 


MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENDITURES 

VETERANS'  SERVICE  CENTER 

Western  Franklin  Veterans  Service  Center         $  220.00 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

Western  Franklin  Public  Health  District           $  478.40 

STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES 
State  Tax  $  626.35 

County  Tax  3,354.91 
Dog  Licenses  "       91.80  $4,073.06 

EMPLOYEES'  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM 

Franklin  County  Retirement  System                $  324.10 

POLL  TAX  ABATEMENTS 

One  Abatement                                          $  2.00 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  ABATEMENTS 

Seven  Abatements                                       $  51.54 
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Town  Treasurer's  Report 


RECEIPTS 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1953  $  55,342.01 
State  Treasurer: 

Animal  and  Disease  Control          $  37.50 

Corporation  Tax,  Business  3,054.71 

Income  Tax  799.77 

Highways  Ch.  90  Construction  1952  4,985.04 

Steele  Brook  Bridge— 1952  732.53 

Ch.  90  Const.,  Monroe  Hill,  1952  5,000.00 

Ch.  90,  Maint.,  1952  998.19 

Ch.  81,  Maint.,  1952  1,744.10 

Ch.  81,  Maint.,  1953  6,584.89 

Reimbursement,  Const,  of  School  2,254.00 
Reimbursement,  School  Expenditure  3,024.81 

Reimbursement,  Loss  of  Taxes  131.09 
Reimbursement,  Purchase  of  New 

Fire  Equipment  100.00 

Reimbursement,  School  Transp.  4,515.26 

Vocational  Education  196.36 

School  Supt.  373.33 

School  Aid,  Distribution  80.23 

Meals  Tax  243.81 

State  O.A.A.  4,318.57 

State  Disability  240.14 

U.  S.  Grants,  O.A.A.  4,519.50 

U.  S.  Grants,  Disability  935.67 
County  of  Franklin: 

Dog  License  Refund  74.70 

Highways,  Ch.  90  Const.,  1952  2,492.52 

Highways,  Ch.  90  Maint.,  1952  998.19 

Wild  Cat  Bounty  10.00 
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City  of  New  Bedford:  O.A.A.  Reimb.  42.94 

Road  Machinery  Earnings: 

Town  Equipment  5,392.67 

Gas  Tax  Refund  24.29 

Sundry  Persons,  W.  H.  Taxes  1,431.50 

Sundry  Persons,  Frank.  Retire.  System  262.66 

Receipts  from  Savings  Accounts: 

Conway  Savings  Bank  191.66 

Crocker  Institute  for  Savings  41.66 

Franklin  Savings  Institute  150.00 

Greenfield  Savings  Bank  103.14 

North  Adams  Savings  Bank  80.22 

Franklin  Sav.  Inst.:  Pass  Book  #83101  26.63 


Dividends  on  U.  S.  Gov't.  Bonds,  Series  G  250.00 
Interest  on  Preserved  Smith  Lib.  Fund  40.00 
Interest  on  Charles  Wells  Lib.  Fund  15.00 


Gifts  to  Rowe  Town  Library: 

Mrs.  George  Marshall  2.00 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Johnson  1.00 

Lawrence  Lee  &  Family  10.00 

Liquor  Licenses: 

Mrs.  Augusta  Bjork,  1953  100.00 

Mrs.  Augusta  Bjork,  1954  100.00 

Librarian,  Fines  6.27 

Permits,  Issued  by  Fire  Chief: 

Eight  Oil  Permits  @  .50  ,  4.00 

Six  Gas  Permits  @  .50  3.00 

Pistol  Permits  Issued: 

Alton  Davenport  .50 

Ralph  Winn  .50 

Clifford  Sibley  .50 

Mary  Sibley  .50  2.00 

Blasting  Permits  (2)  1.00 

Unitarian  Camp,  Health  Permit  .50 

Rent  of  Town  Hall: 

Rowe  Unitarian  Camp  15.00 
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Rowe  Unitarian  Alumni  5.00 

Rent  of  Town  Farm  Pasture  2.00 

Town  Clerk:  Dog  Licenses  91.80 
Western  Franklin  Welfare  District: 

Postage  10.97 

O.A.A.  Reimbursements  230.66 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures  2.50 
Town  of  Rowe,  Tax  Collector,  Samuel  E.  Pearson 


1951 

Poll  Taxes 

2.00 

1951 

Personal  Property  Taxes 

4.05 

1951 

Real  Estate  Taxes 

49.14 

1951 

Motor  Veh.  &  Tr.  Taxes 

3.12 

1951 

Interest  on  Taxes 

5.08 

1952 

Pers.  Prop.  Taxes 

63.56 

1952 

Real  Estate  Taxes 

465.45 

1952 

M.  V.  &  Tr.  Ex.  Taxes 

248.36 

1952 

Interest  on  Taxes 

10.76 

1953 

Poll  Taxes 

118.00 

1953 

Pers.  Prop.  Taxes 

11,865.35 

1953 

Real  Estate  Taxes 

22,231.60 

1953 

M.  V.  &:  Tr.  Ex.  Taxes 

1,152.19 

1953 

Interest  on  Taxes 

2.65 

1953 

Chgs.  &  Fees  on  Taxes 

5.25 

1953 

Gross  Receipts 

148,653.55 


TAX  TITLE  REPORTS 

Property  Assessed  to  James  A.  &  Adora  G.  Galbraith, 

E.  Main  St.,  Johnstown,  N.  Y. 

Date  of  Taking:  Sept.  22,  1952 

Recorded  in  Franklin  County  Registry  of  Deeds 

Book  979,  Page54 
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Levy  of  1950 

Amount  of  Tax  $  29.28 

Demand  .  .35 

Advertising  6.50 
Interest  3.90 


40.03 


Levy  of  1951 

Amount  of  Tax                            $  32.94 

Demand  .35 

Interest  2.68 


35.97 


Levy  of  1952 

Amount  of  Tax                            $  32.94 

Demand  .35 

Interest  1.31 


-$  34.60 


Levy  of  1953 
Amount  of  Tax  $  30.50 

Property  Assessed  to  Elmer  J.  and  Lucy  J.  Smith, 

Colrain,  Mass.,  1951 
Transferred  to  Richard  and  Paul  Smith,  East  Deerfield, 

Mass.,  1952 

Date  of  Taking:  December  10,  1953 

Recorded  in  Franklin  County  Registry  of  Deeds, 

December  11,  1953,  Book  996,  Page  275 
Levy  of  1951 
Amount  of  Tax  (Unpaid  Balance)  $  42.90 
Interest  to  Date  of  Taking  3.87 
Demand  .35 
Advertising  5.00 
Preparing  Records  and  Recording  4.45 

 $  56.37 

Levy  of  1952 
Amount  of  Tax  $  79.65 

Demand  .35 
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Interest  3.88 

 $  83.88 

Levy  of  1953 

Amount  of  Tax  $  73.75 

Demand  .35 
Interest  .74 

 $  74.84 

Property  Assessed  to  Arthur  W.  Farrington,  Athol,  Mass. 

Date  of  Taking:  December  10,  1953 

Recorded  in  Franklin  County  Registry  of  Deeds, 

December  11,  1953,  Book  996,  Page  275 
Levy  of  1951 
Amount  of  Tax  $  13.50 

Interest  to  Date  of  Taking  1.21 
Demand  '  .35 

Advertising  4.00 
Preparing  Records  and  Recording  4.50 

 $  23.56 


Levy  of  1952 

Amount  of  Tax                            $  13.50 

Demand  .35 

Interest  .68 


-$  14.53 


Levy  of  1953 

Amount  of  Tax  $  12.50 

Demand  .35 
Interest  .13 


-$  12.98 
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TAXES  OUTSTANDING  DECEMBER  31,  1953 


All  Taxes  Previous  to  Jan.  1,  1953 


97.70 


1953 


Pers.  Prop.  $ 


54.75 

548.50 
250.14 


Real  Estate 
M.  V.  &  Tr.  Ex. 


Abatements  Issued  in  1953 
Poll 

Pers.  Prop. 
Real  Estate 


4.00 
16.25 
74.75 


Refunds  from  Treasury  on  Taxes  in  1953 
Poll 

M.  V.  &  Tr.  Ex. 


2.00 
51.54 


The  Town  of  Rowe  owns  two  U.  S.  Gov't.  Bonds  of  $5,000.00 
each;  which  pay  a  dividend  of  $125.00  each,  per  year. 
These  bonds  mature,  one  each  year,  on  Feb.  1,  1956, 
and  Feb.  1,  1957. 


WAGES  OF  HIGHWAY  EMPLOYEES 

Raymond  B.  Stevens  $  3,452.35 

Howard  0.  Truesdell  2,339.25 

John  Clement  1,347.37 

G.  Alan  Wyland  973.42 

George  Veber  196.35 

Ellsworth  W.  Veber,  Jr.  149.35 

Henry  Sifton  1,687.15 

Elmer  Clement  1,088.85 

Leon  Shippee  368.16 

Samuel  Murray  83.20 

Alesio  Passardi  1,383.45 

Ralph  Quillinan  892.15 


31 


SCHOOL  TEACHERS  SALARIES 

Mrs.  Lillian  Taylor  $  1,788.00 

Mrs.  Mary  White  450.00 

Mrs.  Jeanette  Sibley  750.00 

Mrs.  Florence  Wyland  150.00 


LIST  OF  AMOUNTS  EXPENDED  IN  1953 


Highways: 

Ch.  90  Const.,  Leshure's  Rd.         $  10,028.20 

Ch.  90  Const.,  Monroe  Hill  5,000.78 

Ch.  90  Maintenance  3,005.78 

Ch.  81  12,627.64 

Town  Account  482.27 

Winter  Roads  3,587.46 

Sandpile  Account  379.05 

Snow  Fence  Account  195.30 
Welfare: 

O.A.A.  Town  Account  7,667.05 

O.A.A.  U.  S.  Grants  3,775.00 

Disability  Assist.,  Town  Account  494.30 

Disability  Assist.,  U.  S.  Grants  913.00 
Western  Franklin  Welfare  Dist.  Admin.  195.00 
Western  Franklin  Health  Dist.  Admin.  478.40 

Board  of  Health,  Town  83.60 

Bonds  and  Insurance  2,191.78 

Post  War  Rehabilitation  Fund  250.00 

Forest  Fires  1,957.38 
Fire  Department: 

Maintenance  235.60 

New  Equipment  843.20 

Water  Holes  298.00 

Independence  Day  100.00 
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Gypsy  Moth  Control 

304.15 

Street  Lights 

308.00 

Municipal  Buildings  &  Grounds 

143.34 

Town  Officers  Salaries 

2,243.75 

Town  Officers  Expense 

329.37 

Civil  Defense 

14.75 

Schools 

11,815.74 

Library 

294.33 

Office  Equipment 

93.55 

Postage  and  Printing 

359.86 

Cemeteries 

186.46 

Town  Hall  Improvement  Committee 

321.50 

Veterans  Service  Center 

220.00 

State  Taxes,  Parks  &  Reservations 

626.35 

Animal  Inspection 

50.00 

Meat  Inspection 

25.00 

Franklin  County  Treas.,  Dog  Licenses 

91.80 

Contingent  Account 

272.64 

Franklin  County  Taxes 

3,354.91 

Machinery  Maintenance 

6,302.25 

Director  of  Internal  Rev.,  W.  H.  Taxes 

1,431.50 

Franklin  Co.  Retire.  System:  Ret.  Ded. 

262.66 

Soldiers  Benefits 

56.10 

Tractor  Loan 

2,210.02 

Library  Gift  Trust  Fund 

136.08 

Poll  Tax  Abatements 

2.00 

M.  V.  Excise  Tax  Abatements 

51.54 

Clerical  Assistance 

50.00 

Rowe  Share  Franklin  County  Retirement 

System  Admin. 

324.10 

Total  amount  expended  $  86,670.54 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1953  $  61,983.08 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY 
Town  Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 

As  Treasurer  ex-officio  of  the  Trust  Funds,  belonging  to 
the  Town,  the  undersigned  submits  the  following  statements, 
showing  the  receipts  and  payments  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Dec.  31,  1953:  together  with  the  balances  on  that  date. 

Preserved  Smith  Library  Trust  Fund  ($1,000.00  Gold  Bond, 
Matures  1987)  Pays  $40.00  per  year  dividend,  received 
in  1953  $40.00.   Nothing  spent. 

Abbott  White  Cemetery  Fund;  $200.00,  Receiving  pre- 
vious to  '53,  $20.34  —  Received  in  1953,  $6.65. 
Nothing  spent,  Balance  Dec.  31,  1953,  $226.99. 

Rowe  Cem.  Wells  Fund;  Principal  $200.00.  Received 
previous  to  '53,  $9.97  —  Received  in  1953,  $6.34  — 
Nothing  spent  —  Balance  Dec.  31,  1953,  $215.31. 

Foster  Donation,  School  Fund;  Principal  $200.00  —  Rec. 
previous  to  '53,  $18.17  —  Received  in  1953,  $6.04  — 
Nothing  spent  —  Balance  Dec.  31,  1953,  $224.21. 

Post  War  Rehabilitation  Fund  (Dividends  and  Interest  on 
those  Dividends,  from  payments  on  U.  S.  Gov't.  Bonds, 
Series  G  —  Bal.  Jan.  1,  1953,  $2,185.12;  Rec.  in  '53, 
$320.44  —  Nothing  spent  —  Bal.  Dec.  31,  1953,  $2,505.56 

Charles  Wells  Library  Trust  Fund:  Principal  $500.00 
Receipts,  $15.00;  Paid  out  to  Town  Treasury,  $15.00  — 
Balance  $500.00. 

Rowe  Library  Gift  Trust  Fund.    This  account  was  set  up 
by  vote  of  the  Town  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  Feb. 
2,  1953.    Amount  voted  into  the  acount  $136.08. 
Interest  on  this  account  in  1953,  $3.42 
Balance  Dec.  31,  1953,  $139.50. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY, 
Town  Treasurer 
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Town  Clerk's  Report 


Date 

July  21 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

Name 
Edwin  Albert  Palmer 


Parents 

Ellsworth  Palmer 
Arvon  H.  Gerrish 


DOG  LICENSES 

29  Males  @  $2.00  $  58.00 

14  Spayed  Females  @  $2.00  28.00 

3  Females  @  $5.00  15.00 


101.00 


Paid  Town  Treasurer  $  91.80 

Fees  Retained  9.20 

 $  101.00 


SPORTING  LICENSES 


12  Fishing  @  $3.25  $  39.25 

17  Hunting  @  $3.25  55.25 

19  Sporting  @  $5.25  99.75 

4  Minor's  Fishing  @$1.25  5.00 

7  Women's  Fishing  @  $2.25  15.75 

1  Trapping  @  $7.75  7.75 
6  Non-Resident  3  Day  Fishing  @  $2.75  16.50 

2  Non-Resident  Hunting  @  $15.25  30.50 
1  Duplicate  .50 

10  Old  Age  Sporting,  Free 
1  Military  Sporting,  Free 
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2  Old  Age  Asistance  Fishing,  Free 

 $  270.25 

Paid  Division  of  Fisheries  &  Game  $  253.25 
Fees  Retained  17.00 

 $  270.25 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GERALD  A.  TRUESDELL, 

Town  Clerk 


Auditor's  Report 

January  18,  1954 

I  have  examined  and  compared  the  reports  of  Select- 
men, Treasurer  and  Town  Clerk  and  have  found  no  errors 
in  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


GEORGE  C.  WYLAND, 

Auditor 
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Assessors'  Report 


Number  of  Polls  Assessed  60 

Number  of  Horses  assessed  26 

Number  of  Cows  assesed  50 

Number  of  Neat  Cattle  21 

Number  of  Swine  — 

Number  of  Fowl  343 

Number  of  All  Others  (Goats)  6 

Number  of  Acres  of  Land  assessed  15,058 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  assessed  163 

Total  Valutation  of  Personal  Property  $238,627.00 

Total  Valuation  of  Real  Estate  $456,652.00 

Tax  rate  per  thousand  dollar  valuation  $  50.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY, 
SAMUEL  MURRAY, 

Assessors  of  Rowe 
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Report  of  The  School  Committee 

FOR  THE  TOWN  OF  ROWE 


COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 


J.  Henry  Stanford,  Chairman 
Anne  G.  Bond,  Secretary 
Lillias  D.  Murray 


Term  expires  1954 
Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1955 


Thomas  L.  Warren 
Samuel  J.  Galbo,  M.  D. 
Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 
Horace  Warfield 
Jeannette  Rich 
Janet  Wetterwald 
Lillian  G.  Taylor  (resigned) 
Mary  White  (resigned) 
Jeannette  Sibley 
Florence  Wyland 
EfiFord  Pierce 


PERSONNEL 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
School  Physician 
School  Nurse 
Attendance  Officer 
Art  Supervisor 
Music  Supervisor 


Teacher 
Teacher 
Teacher 
Special  Supervisor 
Janitor 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

First  Winter  Term  — 

Opens  January  4,  1954  —  Closes  February  19,  1954 
Second  Winter  Term  — 

Opens  March  1,  1954      Closes  April  16,  1954 
Spring  Term  — 

Opens  April  26,  1954  —  Closes  June  11,  1954 
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Fall  Term  — 

Opens  September  8,  1954  —  Closes  December  23,  1954 

School  Holidays 

May  31,  1954  —  Memorial  Day 

October  8,  1954  —  Teachers'  Convention 

October  12,  1954  —  Columbus  Day 

November  11,  1954  —  Armistice  Day 

November  24  (noon)  to  29  —  Thanksgiving  Recess 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

It  is  becoming  very  hard  to  obtain  teachers  for  country 
schools.  New  teachers  coming  out  of  college  do  not  want 
to  go  into  multiple  grade  schools.  We  were  very  fortunate 
to  obtain  Mrs.  Mary  White  and  Mrs.  Howard  Sibley  to  teach 
for  us  this  year. 

A  new  system  is  being  tried  and  is  working  very  well, 
namely  the  hiring  of  Mrs.  Alan  Wyland  to  supervise  the 
first,  second  and  third  grades  in  the  afternoon  thus  giving 
the  teacher  much  more  time  for  the  upper  grades. 

Paint  has  been  purchased  with  which  to  paint  the  base- 
ent  rooms  making  them  much  more  bright  and  cheerful, 
the  work  will  be  done  by  our  janitor. 

We  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Pierce  for  his  interest  and  his 
efficient  services. 

We  also  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Warren  for  his  cooperation 
and  help  this  past  year. 

Following  is  our  budget  for  1954. 
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Budget  1954 


Superintendent 


Salary  and  expenses 

$  750.00 

Instruction 

Teachers  and  Supervisors 

4,300.00 

Books  and  Supplies  of  Instruction 

600.00 

Transportation 

Elementary  and  High  School 

5,000.00 

Tuition 

Elementary 

1,100.00 

High  School 

950.00 

Maintenance 

Janitor  Service 

360.00 

Fuel 

250.00 

Lights  and  Supplies 

75.00 

Repairs  and  Painting 

150.00 

New  Equipment 

75.00 

Health 

Physician  and  Supplies 

120.00 

School  Union  Expense 

Rowe's  proportionate  share 

10.00 

Insurance 

150.00 

Christmas  Fund 

50.00 

Miscellaneous 

50.00 

$  13,990.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  HENRY  STANFORD,  Chairman 
LILLIAS  D.  MURRAY, 
ANNE  G.  BOND, 

School  Committee 
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DISBURSEMENT  OF  FUNDS 

Proposed 

Appropriated     Spent  Budget 


1953 

1953 

1954 

Superintendent 

Salarv  and  exoenses  S 

700.00 

$  723.60 

$  750.00 

Instruction 

Teachers  &  SuDervisors 

3,280.00 

3,523.00 

4,300.00 

Rooks  &  SuDDlies  of  Inst 

400.00 

185.99 

600.00 

TransDortation  within  Town 

Klpmpntarv 

3  200  00 

3  048  58 

3,200.00 

Transportation  outside  Town 

Elementary 

200.00 

46.00 

50.00 

High  School 

1,750.00 

1,679.00 

1,750.00 

Tuition 

Elementary 

1,300.00 

1,265.00 

1,100.00 

High  School 

1,060.00 

180.00 

950.00 

Maintenance 

Janitor  Service 

200.00 

283.00 

360  00 

Fuel 

250.00 

247.16 

250  00 

Lights  &  Supplies 

75.00 

1  ao  4.7 

Repairs  &  Painting 

150.00 

110.59 

150.00 

New  Equipment 

75.00 

158.62 

75.00 

Health 

School  Physician  &  Supplies  100.00 

129.57 

120.00 

School  Union  Expense 

Rowe's  proportionate  share  10.00 

13.88 

10.00 

Insurance 

150.00 

0 

150.00 

Christmas  Fund 

50.00 

53.28 

50.00 

Miscellaneous 

50.00 

0 

50.00 

Totals  $12,850.00  $11,815.74  $13,990.00 

Balance  left  in  Treasury  $  1,034.26 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  Members  of  the  School  Committee  and 
All  Other  Citizens  of  Rowe: 

I  hereby  submit  my  sixth  annual  report  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  trained  teachers  for  rural 
schools  such  as  we  have  is  extremely  great.  We  are  grate- 
ful to  Mrs.  White  and  Mrs.  Sibley  for  being  so  willing  to 
help  out  in  an  emergency. 

The  action  of  the  committee  in  procuring  the  services 
of  Mrs.  Florence  Wyland  to  supervise  and  aid  in  the  in- 
struction of  the  pupils  of  the  primary  grades  during  the 
afternoon  sessions  aids  the  entire  instruction  program  great- 
ly. It  is  a  physical  and  mental  impossibility  for  any  one 
person  to  properly  instruct  more  than  twenty-five  pupils  in 
grades  one  through  six.  All  of  the  pupils  should  benefit 
greatly  under  the  latest  change  and  the  additional  cost  is 
certainly  warranted. 

The  banking  between  the  school  and  brook  is  rapidly 
eroding  and  I  strongly  recommend  that  action  be  taken  to 
prevent  this  condition  from  getting  worse. 

The  room  on  the  lower  floor,  while  not  planned  as  a 
classroom  originally,  has  been  supplied  with  mounting 
boards,  a  chalkboard,  and  brightly  colored  paint  all  of  which 
make  it  a  pleasant  place  for  the  activities  of  the  primary 
group. 

A  new  series  of  arithmetic  textbooks  has  been  purchased 
and  it  is  proposed  to  purchase  a  new  series  of  English  books 
in  1954. 

Mrs.  Jeannette  Rich  of  Hawley,  a  graduate  of  the 
Massachusetts  School  of  Art,  who  has  had  many  years  of 
experience  as  an  art  supervisor  has  been  giving  art  in- 
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structions  every  other  week.  I  am  sure  that  the  children 
will  enjoy  and  profit  from  her  teaching.  Her  appointment 
fills  a  long  felt  need. 

One  method  which  is  aiding  many  rural  communities  in 
obtaining  trained  teachers  is  the  offering  of  suitable  housing 
at  a  nominal  rent  or  as  part  of  the  annual  salary.  I  recom- 
mend that  possibility  be  given  further  study  and  conside- 
ration. 

I  wish  to  commend  the  excellent  work  of  Miss  Dorothy 
Morehouse  for  her  zeal  in  caring  for  the  health  needs  of 
the  pupils  of  Rowe  and  of  the  entire  school  union. 

Again  this  year  it  is  my  pleasure  to  thank  the  com- 
mittee members,  the  teachers,  the  parents,  and  the  pupils 
for  their  cooperation  throughout  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  L.  WARREN, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


MEMBERSHIP  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE,  October  1,  1953 

Age 

Grade  5     6     7     8     9    10    11    12    13  14 


16  6 

2  1  1 

3  3     2  1  6 

4  13      1  5 

5  2  13 

6  4  116 
Total  7     4     5     3     4     3    .1  27 
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REGISTRATION  OF  MINORS 

Age  Groups                      5-7  7-14  Total 

Boys  8  12  20 

Girls  6  12  18 

Totals  14  24  38 

Distribution 

Public  School  7  24  31 

Private  School  0  0  0 

Vocational  School  0  0  0 

Not  in  School  7  0  7 

Totals  14  24  38 
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Report  of  The  Western  Franklin 
Welfare  District 


The  year  for  1953  has  been  fairly  free  from  administra- 
tive changes  in  the  Welfare  District,  but  we  can  look  for- 
ward to  several  changes  the  early  part  of  1954,  regarding 
a  new  Medical  Plan  for  Old  Age  Assistance,  Disability  As- 
sistance, Aid  to  Dependent  Children  and  applicable  to 
General  Relief.  This  new  Medical  Plan  is  going  to  bring 
many  changes  to  recipient,  doctor  and  considerable  office 
detail  work  will  be  envolved.  It  will  necessitate  our  ad- 
hering to  a  very  rigid  fee  schedule  and  authorization  of 
same,  in  order  to  receive  reimbursement  from  the  Federal 
and  State  sources. 

Our  case  load  expense  on  Old  Age  Assistance  has  been 
high  for  the  number  due  to  hospitalization  and  deaths  of 
recipients  in  several  towns. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  analysis  of  the  District's 


activities: 

Number  of  applications  taken:                         new  11 

reopened  1 

Number  of  home  visits  made:  219 

no  one  at  home  4 

Number  of  office  visits  20 

Number  of  visits  from  State  Area  Representatives  11 

Number  of  days  State  Auditor  at  office  6 

Number  of  Welfare  Association  Meeting  attended  1 

Number  of  evening  Board  Meeting  attended  13 
Number  of  visits  not  classified  as  revisits:  (Re  liens. 
Town  Treasurer,  Clerks,  Board  Members  and 

obtaining  records)                               -  50 
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DISTRICT  LOAD  ANALYSIS 
Old  Age  Assistance 


Cases 
76 

Disability 

Cases 
3 


Payments 

$59,330.29 

Assistance 
Payments 
$  2,073.35 

Cases 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
Cases  Payments 
4  $  2,432.25 


General 


Cases 
6 


Relief 

Payments 

$  1,395.65 


Totals 


Payments 
$  65,231.54 


ROWE  LOAD  ANALYSIS 


Old  Age  Assistance 
Month  Totals      Medicals      No.  Cases 


January,  1953* 

$  450.70 

$ 

61.65 

10 

February 

827.95 

49.85 

10 

March 

826.85 

48.75 

10 

April 

1,213.89 

89.05 

12 

May 

994.75 

97.90 

12 

June 

965.00 

68.60 

12 

July 

906.50 

65.00 

12 

August 
September 

746.27 

23.07 

10 

782.80 

14.00 

10 

October 

827.90 

59.10 

10 

November 

829.75 

60.95 

10 

December 

789.55 

20.75 

10 

January  1954* 

399.95 

10 

$  10,561.86 

$ 

658.67 

ROWE  LOAD  ANALYSIS 

Disability  Assistance 
Month  Totals      Medicals      No.  Cases 


January  1953*  $       57.35  $         2.65  2 

February  109.40  2 

March  127.70  18.30  2 

April  109.40  2 

May  117.55  8.15  2 

June  109.40  2 
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July  111.65  2.65  2 

August  111.75  2.75  2 

September  111.65  2.65  2 

October  111.75  2.75  2 

November  126.75  12.75  2 

December  139.85  13.65  2 

January  1954*  63.10  2 


$    1,407.30    $  66.30 

N — New  cases 

T — Transferred  to  other  towns 

4  Cases    O.A.A.  Paid  to  other  towns;  $880.19 


REPORT  OF  THE  WESTERN  FRANKLIN 
WELFARE  DISTRICT 

Balance  brought  forward 

from  Dec.  31,  1952  $  890.5/ 

Town  Appropriation: 

Charlemont  622.00 

Hawley  169.00 

Heath  220.00 

Monroe  91.00 

Rowe  195.00 
Federal  Grant  Administration: 

District  O.A.A.  3,634.95 

District  A.D.C.  235.22 

District  D.A.  116.69 
State  Administration: 

District  O.A.A.  1,829.57 

District  A.D.C.  156.81 

District  D.A.  77.79 

District  G.R.  37.87 

Withholding  Tax  584.40 

Franklin  County  Retirement  243.00 

Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Agent  $  2,880.00 

Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Transportation  .  198.16 

Edith  B.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Clerk  1,980.00 
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Mary  E.  Carpenter,  Treasurer  50.00 

Bond  for  Treasurer  5.00 

Telephone  99.24 

Town  of  Charlemont,  Rent  300.00 

Postage,  mail  box  rent,  registered  letters  119.56 

Office  supplies  92.16 

Repairs  to  Office  Furniture  1.00 

Assessed  charge  -  Franklin  Co.  Retire.  System  197.32 

Withholding  Tax  584.40 

Franklin  County  Retirement  243.00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  38.38 

Credit  balance  carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  1954  1,425.08 


$    8,213.30  $8,213.30 
Respectfully  submitted, 

PHYLLIS  L.  HEIST,  Agent 


I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  report  to  be  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Western  Franklin 
Welfare  District  for  the  year  1953. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


MARY  L.  CARPENTER, 

Treasurer 
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Report  of  The  Western  Franklin 
Public  Health  District 


The  year  1953  has  been  a  pleasant  one  due  to  the 
faithful  attendance  and  cooperation  of  the  members  of 
the  four  towns. 

We  have  distributed  Vitamin  A  and  D  capsules  again 
this  year  at  replacement  costs. 

Several  children  from  the  four  towns  have  had  dental 
work  done.  f 

A  Well  Child  Clinic  was  held  in  each  of  the  towns. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  various  organizations  for  their 
generous  gifts. 

We  also  wish  to  thank  Miss  Dorothy  Morehouse  for  her 
effort  in  making  the  district  a  success. 

Following  is  our  budget  for  1954. 


1954  BUDGET 


Nurse  salary 

Mileage 

Supplies 

Telephone 

Miscellaneous 

Rent 

Treasurer's  salary 
Dental  work 


3,140.00 
650.00 
100.00 
100.00 
200.00 
300.00 
75.00 
200.00 


From  cash  in  the  treasury 


$  4,765.00 
1,085.00 


To  be  raised  from  the  towns 


$  3,680.00 
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Charlemont  53% 
Hawley  15% 
Heath  19% 
Rowe  13% 


Town's  Share 


1,950.40 

552.00 

699.20 

478.40 
 $  3,680.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  HENRY  STANFORD, 

Chairman 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER 

Receipts 

Balance  January  1,  1953  $  1,714.34 

Town  of  Charlemont  $  1,950.40 

Town  of  Keath  699.20 
Town  of  Hawley  552.00 
Town  of  Rowe  478.40 

  3,680.00 


Nurses's  Fees  collected  270.25 
Withholding  Tax  collected  377.70 
Capsules  92.50 


Contributions  to  dental  fund: 

Heath  Ladies'  Aid  18.15 
Charlemont  Lions  Club  75.00 


815,15 


93.15 


Well  Child  Conference  expense 

Charlemont  Board  of  Health  14.22 


Total  Receipts 


$  6,316.86 


50 


Disbursements: 


Nurse  salary 

$  2,900.00 

Nurse's  mileage 

526.51 

Supplies  and  equipment 

129.40 

Office  rent  for  1952  &  1953 

600.00 

Treasurer's  Bond 

5.00 

Vitamin  capsules 

61.21 

Dental  program 

307.00 

Well  Child  dinners 

14.22 

Telephone 

86.47 

Treasurer's  salary 

50.00 

Withholding  Tax  deducted 

447.60 

Total  disbursements  $  5,127.41 


Balance  carried  forward  to  1954         $  1,189.45 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  L.  CARPENTER, 

Treasurer 


REPORT  OF  THE  NURSE 

This  past  year  the  activities  of  the  district  nurse  for 
the  towns  of  Charlemont,  Hawley,  Heath  and  Rowe  were 
continued  with  a  generalized  public  health  program  -  making 
school  and  home  visits  of  a  wide  variety,  to  help  folks  keep 
well  and  to  care  for  those  who  were  sick. 

As  the  result  of  the  school  physical  examination  by 
Dr.  Samuel  J.  Galbo,  school  physician,  one  outstanding  de- 
fect was  dental  caries,  noted  in  many  of  the  children.  For 
good  dental  health  there  is  a  need  for  personal  care,  pro- 
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fessional  care  and  an  adequate  diet.  A  large  number  of 
children  also  had  weak  arches.  Shoes  that  give  good  sup- 
port to  the  feet  will  greatly  prevent  this  marked  defect. 

A  T.  B.  patch  test  was  given  to  all  pupils  of  the  first 
and  third  years  of  the  High  School  to  learn  if  any  had  been 
exposed  to  tuberculosis.    All  were  negative. 

It  was  gratifying  to  know  that  in  the  vision  tests  given 
in  all  the  schools  this  fall  there  were  far  less  children  with 
defective  vision.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  about  all  the 
pupils  with  poor  vision  last  spring  were  checked  by  an  eye 
specialist.  Many  new  glasses  appeared  which  meant  relief 
from  eye  strain. 

In  all  the  schools  hearing  tests  were  given  by  Mrs. 
Beda  Langevin.  Marked  hearing  loss  was  found  in  one 
child  from  Charlemont,  2  from  Hawley  and  2  from  Rowe. 
Highly  specialized  in  this  work  and  with  a  sensitive  machine, 
she  is  able  to  easily  discover  early  cases  of  defective  hearing. 
We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  her  test  in  this  school 
union.  Her  lip  reading  classes  do  benefit  greatly  children 
who  do  not  hear  the  soft  sounds  that  normal  ears  pick  up. 
The  largest  group  of  children  we  have  ever  had  are  attend- 
ing her  speech  classes.  The  majority  are  from  the  lower 
grades.  This  is  corrective  work,  in  cases  of  faulty  pronun- 
ciation of  sounds  or  to  help  in  cases  of  physical  impairment. 

The  children  are  weighed  and  measured  spring  and 
fall.  Home  visits  are  made  to  those  not  making  the  average 
gain.  How  the  pupils  at  the  Pudding  Hollow  school  in 
Hawley  gained!  The  supplementary  school  lunch  program 
that  the  mothers  so  kindly  arranged  certainly  was  a  great 
benefit  to  the  health  of  every  child.  A  continuation  of  this 
program  is  urgently  needed. 

All  workers  in  the  Charlemont  school  lunch  room  have 
had  a  chest  x-ray  and  all  were  negative  to  tuberculosis. 
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A  modified  Red  Cross  Home  Nursing  course  was  given 
to  the  senior  high  school  girls  last  spring.  They  learned 
useful  ways  of  caring  for  the  sick  in  the  home. 

The  children  in  the  schools  were  occasionally  checked 
for  cleanliness  and  care  of  the  teeth,  hoping  to  encourage 
them  to  have  good  personal  hygiene.  Dental  films  are 
shown  as  a  part  of  our  health  educational  program. 

The  annual  Well  Child  Conferences  were  held  in 
August.  Dr.  Merritt  B.  Low  was  the  examining  physician. 
Mrs.  George  Coombs  gave  helpful  suggestions  to  the  mo- 
thers in  nutrition.  Mrs.  Robert  Mcintosh  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Flynn,  dental  hygienists,  examined  the  children's  teeth  and 
discussed  the  value  of  dental  attention.  We  were  pleased 
to  have  a  very  large  attendance.  The  conference  was  held 
3  days  in  Charlmont  with  74  attending  -  Hawley,  one  day, 
attendance  29  -  Heath,  one  day,  attendance  28  and  Rowe, 
one  day,  with  26  attending.  Next  year  we  plan  for  more 
conference  days  as  this  year  the  daily  quota  was  a  bit  too 
high. 

The  purpose  of  a  Well  Child  Conference  is  to  "keep 
the  well  child  well  and  to  promote  his  best  state  of  health 
now  and  for  the  future."  The  children  all  had  a  fine  phy- 
sical examination.  The  physicians  conference  with  the 
mother  included  all  aspects  of  the  child's  health  and  any 
abnormal  conditions  were  to  be  referred  to  the  family  doctor 
for  care. 

Visits  were  made  to  new  borns,  infants  and  pre-school 
children  to  be  of  help  to  the  mother  in  maintaining  good 
health  of  the  child. 

The  children  had  a  wonderful  time  at  the  Greenfield 
Health  Camp  last  July.  Three  went  from  Charlemont  and 
one  each  from  Hawley,  Heath  and  Rowe.  Everything  here 
is  carefully  planned  to  give  better  health  to  a  child  who 
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may  be  a  bit  under  par  —  good  food,  extra  rest  and  a  happy 
time. 

Under  the  dental  clinic,  during  the  past  year  dental 
service  was  given  to  13  children  who  were  greatly  in  need 
of  dental  care.  This  service  included  a  total  of  50  fillings,  23 
extractions  and  27  x-rays. 


Total  Visits  to  the  Towns 


S  ^ 


^      jab      ^^43      i  ^    B    ^  -3 


167 
120 
204 


Charlemont 

174 

72 

303 

13 

2 

40 

106 

24 

5 

41 

27 

27 

Hawley 

57 

25 

20 

5 

0 

8 

34 

4 

2 

2 

6 

4 

Heath 

29 

18 

20 

3 

0 

8 

24 

5 

3 

5 

3 

2 

Rowe 

30 

23 

97 

3 

0 

11 

23 

1 

1 

9 

5 

1 

To  the  following  organizations  we  are  deeply  grateful 
for  contributions  that  help  promote  the  work  of  the  Health 

District: 

Charlemont  Lions  Club  -  $75.00  for  the  Dental  Fund 
Charlemont  Lions  Club  -  $40.00  for  children's  glasses 
Charlemont  Lions  Club  -  New  hopsital  bed  and  mattress 
Women's  Missionary  Society  of  Federated  Church  -  $5.00 

for  a  needy  family 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  -  $5.00  for  a  needy  family 
Heath  Ladies  Aid  -  $18.50  for  the  Dental  Fund 
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In  this  varied  program,  I  do  appreciate  the  ever  will- 
ing co-operation  of  the  other  folks  in  the  community.  So, 
may  I  at  this  time,  thank  them  all  -  the  Committee  of  the 
Western  Franklin  Public  Health  District,  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Schools,  the  Principal,  the  Teachers,  the  Well  Child 
Conference  workers  and  the  many  townspeople  for  the  ser- 
vice they  have  given. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DOROTHY  MOREHOUSE,  R.  N., 
District  Nur^e 
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Report  of  Librarian 


Acknowledgement  is  made  for  gifts  of  money,  books 
and  magazines  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Lee  and  family, 
Mrs.  George  Marshall  (Rowe  Camp),  Mrs.  Cynthia  Johnson, 
Mrs.  Mary  Sibley,  Miss  Edith  Kloetzle,  Mr.  Robert  Shaffer 
and  Rev.  Winifred  Rhoades. 

Mr.  Philip  Vincent  of  Greenfield  recommended  certain 
improvements  in  the  basement  of  the  library,  and  a  day  of 
work  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Frank  Davenport,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Daniel  Warner  of  Charlemont  with  his  truck.  The 
town  fire  equipment  was  used  by  Henry  Stanford  and  Ken 
neth  Soule  to  open  drains.  All  these  people  gave  their 
time  and  labor,  and  the  trustees  wish  to  express  their  gra- 
titude. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  trustees,  a  "library  school"  was 
held  at  the  library  December  9.  Several  librarians  from 
neighboring  towns  were  present,  making  twelve  in  all,  and 
a  great  deal  was  accomplished  in  the  way  of  discarding 
books  no  longer  in  use.  Thanks  are  extended  to  Miss  Alice 
Cahill  of  the  Advisory  Department  in  Boston,  and  her  as- 
sistants, Mr.  Charles  de  Grasse  of  the  Greenfield  Regional 
Center,  and  the  Misses  Robinson  and  Vannah,  Children's 
Specialists,  for  their  instruction  and  help. 

Circulation  of  books  1306 

Circulation  of  magazines  321 

Books  added  47 

Fines  $  6.27 
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BOOKS  PURCHASED 


Can-opener  cook-book    Cannon 

Capri    Lyons 

Apricot  sky   Ferguson 

Many  -  splendored  thing    Suyin 

Nature  I  loved   Geagan 

Death  by  association    Lockridge 

Country  postmaster   Geddes 

Boy  in  the  house   de  la  Roche 

Kontiki  and  I    Hesselberg 

Dark  corner    Blizard 

Long  ships  passing   Havighurst 

Missionary  doctor    Cashman 

Dog-team  doctor    Anderson 

Comancheros    Wellman 

Steam-boat  Gothic    Keyes 

Sojourner    Rawlings 

Girls  in  white    Randall 

Queen's  gift    Fletcher 

Nurse  on  horseback    Hamill 

Secret  road    Lancaster 

Alligators  and  crocodiles    Gim 

Here's  a  faith  for  you    Pearson 

Enter  Mrs.  Belchamber    Cadell 

Singer,  not  the  song   Lindop 

With  kitchen  privileges    Kent 

Tooner  schooner    Laswell 

Gay  melody  Kiser 

Gardening  with  the  experts    Bentley 

Our  animal  neighbors    Devoe 

Dig  the  spurs  deep    Field 

Our  way  down  east   Graham 

Girl  in  the  park    Noble 

Three  brothers    McLaverty 

Crimson  circle    Wallace 

GIFTS 

Silver  chalice    Costain 

Tales  of  buried  treasure    Snow 

Courage  is  not  given    Mayrant 

House  of  seven  flies    Canning 

From  this  death  forward   Bloomfield 

Below  suspicion    Carr 

Gown  of  glory    Turnbull 

Glory-hole    Raine 

The  Bay   Klingel 

Dance  to  the  piper    .      De  Mille 

Jareb    Powell 

Self  you  have  to  live  with   Rhoades 


Respectfully  submitted, 
JESSIE  F.  SIBLEY, 

Librarian 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  OF  ROWE  TOWN  LIBRARY 

Appropriation,  Routine  Expenses: 

Annual  Town  Meeting  $  340.00 

Librarian's  Salary  $  150.00 

Lights  11.00 

Books  &  Magazines  108.33 

Fuel  16.00 

General  Maintenance  9.00 

Repairs   

Total  Expended  294.33 

Credit  Balance  $  45.67 
Appropriation,  Repairs  to  Library  Basement 

Annual  Town  Meeting  $  300.00 

Total  Expended   

Credit  Balance  $  300.00 
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Report  of  The  Cemetery  Committee 


The  conditions  discovered  in  the  North  and  West 
Cemeteries  in  the  spring  of  1953  were  such  that  it  was 
obvious  that  a  substantial  portion  of  the  Town  Meeting 
appropriation  of  $250.00  would  have  to  be  allocated  to  im- 
provements and  a  somewhat  lesser  amount  to  routine  maint- 
enance, than  usual. 

The  driveway  leading  from  Ford  Hill  Road  to  the  North 
Cemetery  was  obstructed  by  brush  that  had  grown  in  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  and  the  surface  of  the  drive  was  in 
virtually  impassable  condition.  This  required  immediate 
attention.  The  distance  of  this  cemetery  from  the  public 
higway  causes  the  condition  of  the  drive  to  be  a  matter  of 
primary  importance  and  grave  concern  to  your  committee. 

The  fence  on  the  easterly  and  southerly  line  of  the 
West  Cemetery  was  in  bad  repair,  most  of  it  lying  on  the 
ground,  posts  rotted  out  and  many  missing.  There  was 
evidence  that  trucks  had  used  the  cemetery  as  a  right  of 
way  in  getting  to  the  property  in  the  rear.  The  immediate 
replacement  of  the  fence  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  this 
objectionable  practice,  if  for  no  other  reason,  was  indicated. 

Monuments  in  both  cemeteries  were  tilted  or  laying  on 

the  ground  and  several  graves  were  depressed. 

The  extent  of  the  improvements  required  and  the  un- 
certainty of  the  expense  involved  prompted  the  committee 
to  curtail  somewhat  the  amount  to  be  spent  for  maintenance. 
As  the  season  developed  and  the  necessary  improvements 
were  made,  with  careful  planning,  the  cost  did  not  reach 
the  figure  originally  anticipated  and  a  substantial  unexpired 
balance  resulted. 
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It  is  not  expected  that  any  greater  appropriation, 
$250.00,  will  be  required  in  1954  for  essential  maintenance 
and  minor  improvements  but  if  the  appearance  of  our 
cemeteries  is  a  reflection  of  the  interest  and  respect  of  the 
community  the  town  should  initiate  a  long  range  improve- 
ment program  with  additional  annual  appropriations  for 
the  purpose. 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES 


Town  Meeting  Appropriation 
Expenditures 

Maintenance,  Labor  $ 

Hired  Equipment 

Total  Maintenance 

Improvements,  Labor  $ 

Materials 


45.40 
24.00 


63.22 
53.74 


69.50 


250.00 


Total  Improvements 
Unexpended  Balance 


116.96 


$ 


63.54 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ELLSWORTH  W.  VEBER,  Ch. 
BENJAMIN  F.  BJORK 
JOHN  E.  BOND,  Secretary 


Cemetery  Committee 
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Report  of  The  Western  Franklin 
Veterans'  Service  Center 


Herewith  is  my  eighth  annual  report  as  Director  of 
Veterans'  Services  and  Veterans'  Agent  for  the  Towns  of 
the  Western  Franklin  District. 

The  continued  interest  of  Committee  members  in  the 
District  affairs  is  greatly  appreciated  and  is  very  helpful. 

With  the  assistance  of  Gerard  M.  Fritz,  County  Treas- 
urer, who  attended  our  last  meeting,  the  Contributory  Retire- 
ment System  has  been  accepted  for  the  District. 

The  Massachusetts  Bonus  for  Veterans  during  the  period 
of  the  Korean  emergency  became  effective  June  25,  1953,  and 
119  applications  were  processed  after  the  first  of  July  to 
the  end  of  1953. 

The  total  number  of  requests  for  assistance  was  858 
for  1953.  Forty-nine  boys  registered  for  Selective  Service, 
and  assistance  was  given  to  several  on  Selective  Service 
questionnaires.  Photostat  machine  work  was  done  on  Tues- 
day of  each  week,  and  a  total  of  1,410  prints  were  made 
during  the  year. 

A  total  of  24  applications  for  Veterans'  Benefits  were 
processed  during  the  year,  eight  new  cases,  and  at  present 
there  are  fourteen  active  cases  on  the  books.  A  total  of 
$11,481.06  was  administered  for  the  district  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  115  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

Eighteen  applications  for  pensions  have  been  prepared 
and  forwarded  with  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of  Mr. 
Edward  O'Neil,  Contact  Representative  of  the  Veterans' 
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Administration.  The  benefits  received  from  these  pensions 
have  helped  to  reduce  the  financial  burden  to  the  Towns. 

The  advice  and  cooperation  of  the  Contact  Representa- 
tive at  this  office  on  alternate  Wednesday  afternoons  dur- 
ing the  year  have  been  very  helpful. 

The  cost  of  operating  the  Veterans'  Service  Office  for 
1953  was  $4,142.58,  with  receipts  of  $8.00  paid  to  the  Treas- 
urer for  commercial  photostat  work  done,  making  a  net 
cost  of  $4,134.58. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


ROBERT  E.  SCOTT,  Director 
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Volunteer  Fire  Department 


The  year  1953  has  been  a  good  year  with  no  building 
fires  and  only  one  chimney  fire. 

The  new  equipment  added  this  year  consists  of  one 
thousand  feet  of  forestry  hosej  two  nozzles  and  one  hundred 
feet  of  one  and  one  half  inch  hose.  We  now  have  1,050 
feet  of  2V2  inch  hose  and  1,400  feet  of  IV2  hose. 

A  trailer  was  built  by  the  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment which  carries  the  portable  pump  and  forest  fire  equip- 
ment. 

In  addition  to  the  trailer  the  Department  has  voted  to 
buy  a  tank  truck  as  soon  as  one  is  avilable.  It  will  be  financ- 
ed by  the  Department  through  available  funds  and  sub- 
scriptions. 

Seven  new  water  holes  were  put  in  this  year.  I  think 
that  we  should  continue  this  project. 

A  training  school  was  started  this  fall  but  due  to  the 
late  start  it  was  discontinued  and  will  start  again  next 
summer. 

A  First  Aid  class  was  held  under  the  instruction  of 
Chief  Roy  Turton  and  Mrs.  Ware  of  Shelburne  Falls. 

An  oxygen  mask  was  purchased  by  the  Department 
and  is  at  the  Fire  House.  It  is  available  to  anyone  needing 
oxygen  by  contacting  the  District  Nurse  or  one  of  the 
Firemen. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
for  their  cooperation  this  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  HENRY  STANFORD 

Fire  Chief 
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Town  Hall  Improvement  Committee 

Report 


This  committee,  which  was  appointed  at  the  Annual 
Meeting,  February  2,  1953,  submits  the  following  report  to 
the  Taxpayers  of  Rowe. 

Mr.  T.  Cranston  Albro,  III,  of  Greenfield  was  engaged 
as  architect  for  this  project.  Mr.  Albro  made  two  prelimi- 
nary plans  showing  what  structural  changes  were  possible. 
Plan  #2  was  adopted  by  vote  of  the  Town  at  a  Special 
Meeting  on  October  6,  1953.  Mr.  Albro  has  given  us  esti- 
mated costs  for  modernizing  the  Town  Hall.  These  estimates, 
on  union  labor  scale,  are  as  follows: 

Structural  Changes, 

Carpentry,  Painting,  etc. 
Heating  System,  Oil,  Forced  hot  air 
Plumbing,  including  fixtures 
Electrical  changes 

Miscellaneous  —  Water  pump  and  heater, 
kitchen  sink,  etc. 


$  3,000.00 
2,700.00 
600.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 


Total  Estimate  $  7,800.00 

In  addition  to  these  costs  there  is  also  the  matter  of 
a  new  safe  to  replace  the  vault  which  is  no  longer  considered 
fire-proof  and  would  have  to  be  removed  in  order  to  enlarge 
the  Dining  Room.  A  new  safe  of  adequate  size  will  cost 
$800.00. 

Finally  there  is  the  water  supply  problem  to  be  con- 
sidered. The  committee  recommends  that  an  artesian  well 
be  installed.   Of  course  there  is  no  accurate  way  to  estimate 
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the  cost  of  an  artesian  well,  but  for  tlie  purpose  of  arriving 
at  a  total  estimated  cost  we  have  used  the  figure  of  $1,400.00. 

Therefore,  an  expenditure  of  approximately  $10,000.00 
will  give  us  a  Town  Hall  with  oil  heat,  artesian  well  water, 
two  rest  rooms,  enlarged  Dining  Room  and  modern  Kitchen 
and  also  increased  fire  protection  for  Town  records.  If 
%  of  this  amount  ($7,500.00)  is  taken  from  available  funds 
in  the  Treasury,  this  expenditure  will  not,  in  itself,  increase 
the  tax  rate. 

An  article  has  been  placed  on  the  Warrant  for  your 
decision. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

TOWN  HALL  IMPROVEMENT 

COMMITTEE 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
Mary  E.  Sibley 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
Benjamin  Bjork 
Chandler  C.  Shumway 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

Town  Warrant 

FRANKLIN,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Rowe, 
in  the  County  of  Franklin, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in 
Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe,  on 
Monday  the  first  day  of  February  next,  at  10:00  in  the 
forenoon,  then  and  there  to  bring  in  their  votes  by  ballot 
for  the  following  officials: 

Clerk  for  one  year 

Treasurer  for  one  year 

Selectman  for  three  years 

Assessor  for  two  years 

Assessor  for  three  years 

School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

Library  Trustee  for  three  years 

Auditor  for  one  year 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year 

For  the  purpose  of  electing  officials  by  ballot  the  polls 
will  be  opened  at  10:00  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may 
be  closed  at  5:00  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

And  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  further  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and 
Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe  on 
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Monday,  the  first  day  of  February  next,  at  11:30  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.    To  act  on  the  report  of  the  Town  Officers. 

Article  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Officers,  not  elected 
by  ballot,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  the 
following  appropriations  recomended  by  the  Budget  Com- 
mittee or  take  any  action  thereon: 

$       50.00  Animal  Inspector 
25.00  Meat  Inspector 

150.00  Board  of  Health 

400.00  Welfare,  General  Relief 

213.00  Welfare  District  (Administration) 
8,000.00  Welfare,  O.A.A. 

800.00  Welfare,  Disability  Assistance 
2,300.00  Bonds  and  Insurance 

250.00  Cemeteries 

350.00  Contingent 

250.00  Forest  Fires 

350.00  Fire  Department  (Maint.) 

150.00  Fire  Department  (New  Equip.) 

200.00  Fire  Department  (Water  Holes) 

100.00  Independence  Day 

305.04  Gypsy  Moth  Control 

152.52  Dutch  Elm  Disease  Control 
1,000.00  Highways,  Town  Account 
4,500.00  Highways,  Winter  Roads 

200.00  Highways,  Snow  Fence 

700.00  Highways,  Sand  Pile 

340.00  Library 

100.00  Office  Supplies  &  Equipment 
450.00  Postage  and  Printing 
13,900.00  Schools 
312.00  Street  Lights 
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200.00  Building  and  Grounds 
2,305.00  Town  Officers'  Salaries 
150.00  Town  Officers'  Expense 
200.00  Clerical  Assistance 
100.00  Veterans'  Benefits 
1,000.00  Reserve  Fund 


$  39,502.56 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Treasurer,  wdth  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  bor- 
row^ money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue 
of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1954,  and  to 
issue  a  note  or  notes  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew 
any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than 
one  year  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Chapter  44,  General 
Laws. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated 
funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81 
Highways;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,600.00  be  raised  and  ap- 
propriated to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of 
Chapter  81  Highways  and  that,  in  addition,  the  sum 
of  $11,000.00  be  transfered  from  available  unappro- 
priated funds  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  State's 
share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  81  Highways;  reimburse- 
ment  to  be  made  by  the  State  upon  completion  of 
work. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated 
funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90 
Construction;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  be  raised  and  ap- 
propriated to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of 
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Chapter  90  Construction  and  that,  in  addition,  the 
sum  of  $9,000.00  be  transfered  from  available  unap- 
propriated funds  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  State 
and  County  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Construc- 
tion; reimbursement  to  be  made  by  the  State  and 
County  upon  completion  of  work. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated 
funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90 
Highway  Maintenance;  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
thereto. 

Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,250.00  be  raised  and.  ap- 
propriated to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of 
Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance  and  that,  in  ad- 
dition the  sum  of  $2,500.00  be  transferred  from 
available  unappropriated  funds  in  the  Treasury  to 
meet  the  State  and  County  share  of  the  cost  of 
Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance;  reimbursement  to 
be  made  by  the  State  and  County  upon  completion 
of  work. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer 
from  available  unappropriated  funds  in  the  Treasury,  the 
sum  of  $5,000.00  for  Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  Improvement; 
said  sum  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  State  upon  completion 
of  work. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Assessors  to  use,  from  available  unappropriated  funds 
in  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  $2,000.00  in  determining  the 
Tax  Rate  for  1954. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer 
the  1953  Machinery  Earnings  of  $5,416.96  and  the  1953 
Machinery  Maintenance  credit  balance  of  $1,895.76  to  the 
1954  Machinery  Maintenance  Account. 
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Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,060.00  for  repayment  of  principal 
and  interest  of  Loan  No.  59  (Tractor  Loan). 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer 
the  1953  Civil  Defense  credit  balance  of  $72.51  to  the  1954 
Civil  Defense  Account. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  purchase 
new^  Equipment  for  the  Highway  Department  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $2,000.00  be  allocated  from 
Machinery  Maintenance  Account  and  authorize  the 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to 
borrow  $5,300.00  repayable  in  two  years  at  $2,650.00 
per  year  for  the  purchase  of  a  Marmon-Herrington 
Model  M754  all-wheel-drive  truck,  and  issue  notes  for 
payment  thereof. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $97.40  to  pay  a  debt  of  a  previous 
year  from  Bruffee  Motor  Sales;  or  take  any  action  in  rela- 
tion thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $350.00  to  provide  a  Christmas 
Bonus  for  the  employees  of  the  Highway  Department;  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $600.00  to  purchase  and  install  a 
Fire  Alarm  siren;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  $100.00  or  any  other  sum  and  establish  a  Fire 
Chief's  Salary  Account. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  and  appropriate  from  the 
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''Sale  of  Real  Estate  Fund"  the  sum  of  $6,119.39  and  from 
available  unappropriated  funds  in  the  Treasury  the  sum  of 
$1,380.61  for  improvements  to  the  Town  Hall  recommended 
by  the  Tovi^n  Hall  Improvement  Committee;  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reappoint 
the  "Town  Hall  Improvement  Committee"  and  delegate 
authority  to  said  committee  to  administer  any  funds  appro- 
priated for  Town  Hall  improvements;  or  take  any  action  in 
relation  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $500.00  for  repairs  to  the  Town 
Hall  foundation  and  underpinnings;  or  take  any  action  in 
relation  thereto. 

Article  21.  To  authorize  the  Moderator  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  members  to  investigate  and  recommend 
action  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  installation  or  erection  of  a 
permanent  World  War  II  Honor  Roll  and  to  report  at  some 
future  town  meeting. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $700.00  to  repair  the  Library  base- 
ment; or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  23.  To  transact  any  other  business  of  a  lawful 
and  pertinent  nature,  that  may  come  before  this  meeting. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  the  Post  Office  and  one 
at  the  Town  Hall  at  least  seven  days  before  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant, 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting,  as  aforesaid. 
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Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-first  day  of  January 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-four. 


JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  Jr. 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 

Selectmen  of  Rowe 


NOTICE: — This  warrant  appears  as  a  matter  of  information 
only;  the  official  meeting  warrant  may  include  alterations 
and  additions. 
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ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICERS 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
J.  Henry  Stanford 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
J.  Henry  Stanford,  Chairman 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
Edward  C.  Henderson,  Chairman 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
J.  Henry  Stanford 

TOWN  CLERK 
Gerald  A.  Truesdell 

TOWN  TREASURER 
Chandler  C.  Shumway 


Term  expires  1955 
Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1957 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1955 


Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1955 
Term  expires  1957 


Term  expires  1955 


Term  expires  1955 


TAX  COLLECTOR 
Samuel  E.  Pearson 
G.  Alan  Wyland 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Chandler  C.  Shumway,  Chairman 
Howard  O.  Truesdell 
Clifford  W.  Sibley 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
Lillias  D.  Murray,  Chairman 
Anne  G.  Bond 
Ree  B.  Schuler 

MODERATOR 
Gerald  A.  Truesdell 


Resigned  September  1954 
Term  expires  1955 


Term  expires  1955 
Term  expires  1955 
Term  expires  1957 


Term  expires  1955 
Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1957 


Term  expires  1956 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
Anna  M.  Bond 
Maude  E.  Davenport 

AUDITOR 
Samuel  Murray 

TREE  WARDEN 
Henry  Sifton 

CEMETERY  COMMI  TTEE 
John  E.  Bond,  Chairman 
Benjamin  F.  Bjork 
Ellsworth  W.  Veber 
Robert  G.  Swenson 

SEXTON 

Francis  M.  Jackman 


Term  expires  1955 
Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1957 

Term  expires  1955 

Term  expires  1955 

Term  expires  1955 
Term  expires  1956 
Resigned 
Term  expires  1955 


FIELD  DRIVERS  AND  POUNDKEEPERS 

Charles  D.  Avery  Samuel  Murray  John  E.  Bond 

FENCE  VIEWERS 

Francis  M.  Jackman   Newell  E.  Morton    Richard  E.  Shumway 

MEASURERS  OF  WOOD,  BARK  AND  LUMBER 
Robert  G.  Swenson  Adelbert  F.  Truesdell  Frank  A.  Davenport 

BUDGET  COMMITTEE 

Chandler  C.  Shumway  John  H.  Williams,  Jr.  John  E.  Bond 
Lillias  D.  Murray  Edward  C.  Henderson  Myron  A.  Newton 
J.  Henry  Stanford  Gerald  A.  Truesdell 
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APPOINTED  TOWN  OFFICERS 

ROAD  SUPERINTENDENT 
Raymond  B.  Stevens 

FIRE  CHIEF 
J.  Henry  Stanford 

POLICE  CHIEF 
Raymond  B.  Stevens 

PUBLIC  WELFARE  AGENT 
Phyllis  L.  Heist 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 
Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 

NURSING  COMMITTEE 
Alice  V.  Truesdell,  R.  N.  Frances  E.  Pierce,  R.  N. 

Irene  S.  Veber  Lucy  J.  Avery 

ANIMAL  AND  MEAT  INSPECTOR 
Frank  A.  Davenport 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
Raymond  B.  Stevens 

SUPERINTENDENT,  GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 
Henry  Sifton 

DOG  OFFICER 
John  E.  Bond 

FIRE  WARDEN 
Howard  O.  Truesdell 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Harlan  J.  Desoe  (Resigned)  J.  Henry  Stanford 

ADMINISTRATIVE  CLERK 
Mary  E.  Sibley 
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JURY  LIST-1955 


Samuel  Murray 
Anne  G.  Bond 
Kenneth  Soule 


Farmer 
Housewife 
Papermaker 
Millwright 
District  Representative 
Governor  Attendant 


Paul  R.  Campbell 
Myron  A.  Newton 
EfFord  H.  Pierce 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 


SELECTMEN 


The  renovation  of  the  Town  Hall  was  certainly  the  most  im- 
portant non-routine  activity  during  the  year.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  feel  that  the  results  of  this  work  are  a  credit  to  the 
Townspeople  of  Rowe.  We  have  a  Town  Hall  of  which  we  can  be 
justly  proud.  The  Selectmen,  upon  advice  of  Town  Counsel,  are 
charging  a  fee  of  three  dollars  when  the  building  is  used  by  any  in- 
dividual or  organization  other  than  a  department  of  the  town. 
This  sum  is  to  cover  the  cost  of  janitor  service,  electricity,  fuel- 
oil,  etc.  It  is  our  recommendation  that  the  total  of  these  fees  be 
voted  forward  and  applied  toward  maintenance  of  the  hall  during 
each  succeeding  year.  Comments  and  suggestions  for  improve- 
ments in  facilities  or  services  are  solicited. 

The  efficiency  of  the  Highway  Department  was  increased 
during  the  year  with  the  purchase  of  a  new  all-wheel-drive  Dump- 
Plow  truck  which  is  expected  to  provide  better  plowing  service 
durmg  heavy  snow  storms.  It  is  the  considered  opinion  of  the 
Selectmen  that  the  Oliver  Tractor-loader  should  be  replaced  in 
1955.  It  is  at  an  age  when  we  should  expect  frequent  breakdowns. 
While  this  tractor  has  been  effective  for  its  size  it  is  felt  that  a  lar- 
ger, more  powerful  tractor  would  be  more  efficient  in  our  type  of 
operation.  This  board,  after  careful  investigation,  recommends 
that  a  Fordson  Major- Diesel  is  best  suited  as  a  replacement. 
In  line  with  reducing  maintenance  costs  the  need  for  more  insula- 
tion in  the  Highway  Department  Garage  has  long  been  evident. 
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In  1953  and  1954  it  costs  ^1, 121. 37  for  the  attempt  to  heat  the 
building.  As  it  now  stands  it  is  almost  impossible  to  raise  the  in- 
side temperature  more  that  30  degrees  above  outside  temperature. 
It  is  planned  to  use  Department  labor  to  insulate  the  ceiling  this 
year.  To  go  a  step  further,  it  is  felt  that  installation  of  "over- 
head doors"  will  effect  a  saving  in  heat  that  will  ultimately  cover 
the  cost  of  the  doors. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  wishes  to  express  its  gratitude  to  all 
officers,  committees  and  townspeople  whose  interest  and  coopera- 
tion throughout  1954  made  another  successful  year  in  the  history 
of  the  TOWN  OF  ROWE. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
J.  Henry  Stanford 


TOWN  EXPENDITURES 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  EXPENDITURES 

CHAPTER  8l 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,600.00 

State  Allotment  11,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  20.64 

Superintendent  $  1,196.25 

Labor  5,620.50 

Materials  1,531.24 

Town  Road  Machinery  2,915.15 

Hired  Road  Machinery  1,357.50 


$  12,620.64    $  12,620.64 


CHAPTER  go,  CONSTRUCTION 

Town  Appropriation  $  3,000.00 

State  Allotment  6,000.00 
County  Allotment  3,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  5.41 
Superintendent  468.00 
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Chapter  8 1 :  Breakdown  of  Expenses,  1954 


Scrap- 

Drain- 

Gravel 

Road 

ing 

age 

Brush 

Ledge 

Patch 

1  Zoar 

$  48.28  $  19.40  $  17.90 

2  Pond 

10.53 

7.90 

3  Leshures 

$  198.25 

87.21 

18.60 

$  367.90 

4  Ford  Hill 

318.67 

117.99 

244.31 

17.40 

5   Monroe  Hill 

255.82 

104.05 

41.20 

65.45 

6  Middletown  Hill  150.20 

45.58 

33.95 

8.55 

13.95 

7  Potters 

113.35 

60.27 

27.50 

8  Cross 

116.35 

436.29 

16.80 

199.75 

9  Stone  Hill 

125.45 

53.34 

.85 

121.00 

10  Stone 

36.15 

15.10 

11   Cyrus  Stage 

278.91 

70.40 

238.50 

134.00 

12  Dell 

142.32 

41.30 

8.45 

13   Davis  Mine 

102.40 

105.63 

26.65 

90.00 

186.00 

14  Davenport 

126.60 

6.83 

239.60 

14a  Dvnprt.  Branch 

56.35 

15  Tatro 

51.20 

114.19 

9.05 

117.90 

206.60 

17  Brittingham  Hill  296.60 

84.01 

6.20 

48.20 

15.75 

18  Hazelton 

118.67 

160.23 

345.49 

4.40 

156.40 

19  County 

U6J2 

105.67 

6.20 

20  County  Branch 

35.90 

21  Shippees 

87.82 

41.62 

6.20 

22   Newell  Cross 

34.82 

153.20 

23  Tunnel 

338.20 

275.24 

15.03 

75.55 

24  Petries 

43.67 

3.10 

50.60 

25   Steele  Brook 

101.80 

138.65 

8.82 

140.55 

26   Bonnie  Blink 

4.05 

15.10 

27  Dennis 

28  Brown 

53.82 

9.17 

29  Shumway 

30  Sibley 

44.75 

40.20 

Signs 

Totals 

3,444.39  2,120.53  1,235.70 

303.75  2,045.80 

8 


Gravel- 
ing 


Bitumin-  Calcium 
ous  patch  chloride  Tar 


$  128.20 
41.75 


$  928.25 


3  44.52 
90.36 
8.80 

179.37 
65.68 


13.21 
13.21 


3  49.20 
37.75 
125.90 

89.55 


Bridge 
railings 


393.10 


Totals 

3  262.98 
97.93 
935.48 
788.73 
564.87 
431.60 
266.80 
769.19 
300.64 
51.25 
735.02 
205.28 
510.68 
373.03 
56.35 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
14a 


1,427.19  15 

31.45 

482.21  17 

38.13  1,139.93  114.20 

2,207.19  18 

258.19  19 

35.90  20 

135.64  21 

64.74 

252.76  22 

52.92 

756.94  23 

21.47 

118.84  24 

389.82  25 

19.99 

39.14  26 

27 

62.99  28 

29 

84.95  30 

3  19.05 

19.05 

928.25  229.69  643.85  1442.33     207.30     19.05  12620.64 
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Labor  $  2,206.60 

Materials  2,633.61 

Town  Road  Machinery  870.20 

Hired  Road  Machinery  5,827.00 


$  12,005.41    $  12,005.41 

CHAPTER  go,  MONROE  HILL  IMPROVEMEME  N  T 

State  Allotment                              $  5,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  .36 

Superintendent  $  216.00 

Labor  969.73 

Materials  679.68 

Town  Road  Machinery  497.70 

Hired  Road  Machinery  2,637.25 


CHAPTE  R  go,  MAINTE 
Town  Appropriation 
State  Allotment 
County  Allotment 
Reserve  Fund 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Materials 

Town  Road  Machinery 
Hired  Road  Machinery 


HIGHWAYS,  TOWN  ACC 
Town  Appropriation 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Materials 

Town  Road  Machinery 
Land  Damages 
Credit  Balance 


$   5,000.36   $  5,000.36 

NCE 

$  1,250.00 
1,250.00 
1,250.00 
10.51 

$  96.00 
424.38 
2,822.30 
238.68 
179.15 


$   3,760.51    $  3,760.51 

UNT 

$  1,000.00 

?  81.00 
365.06 
219.70 
127.85 
150.00 
56.39 


$    1,000.00    $  1,000.00 


HIGHWAYS,  WINTER  ROADS 


Town  Appropriation  $ 

4,500.00 

Superintendent 

634.50 

Labor 

1,782.63 

Materials 

287.20 

Town  Road  Machinery 

1,300.03 

Credit  Balance 

495.64 

$ 

4,500.00 

$ 

4,500.00 

HIGHWAYS,  SANDPILE 

Town  Appropriation  $ 

700.00 

Superintendent 

$ 

37.50 

Labor 

148.00 

Materials 

252.00 

Town  Road  Machinery 

212.60 

Credit  Balance 

49.90 

$ 

700.00 

3 

700.00 

HIGHWAYS,  SNOW  FENCE 

Town  Appropriation  3 

200.00 

Snow  Fence 

$ 

161.11 

Fence  Posts 

34.10 

Credit  Balance 

4.  /y 

or>n  c\r\ 
zUU.UU 

(7 

zUU.UU 

MACHINERY  MAINTENANCE 

1953  Machinery  Earnings  $ 

5,416.96 

1953  Machinery  Maint.  Balance 

1,895.76 

State  Audit 

1,084.28 

Reserve  Fund 

151.99 

Labor 

$ 

1,473.15 

Payment  on  Equipment  No.  2 

2,000.00 

Heating  Fuel  Oil 

405.03 

Electric  Service 

66.10 

Small  Tools  and  Equipment 

262.16 

Building  Repairs 

152.28 

Electrical  Changes 

224.23 

Repainting  Building 

228.00 

Registration  and  Inspection 

18.50 

Machinery  Earnings,  1954 


Chapter 

0 
01 

1  Pick-up 

$  158.60 

2  M-H 

1,309.00 

3  FWD 

371.25 

4  Oliver 

781.85 

5  Cletrac 

222.50 

6  Grader 

70.70 

7  Sander 

1.25 

2,915.15 

Chapter  go — 
Constrn.  Monroe  Maini. 


$  62.20  3 

28.00  , 

S  11.00 

424.40 

mm 

104.40 

240.00 

151.50 

39.75 

21.85 

43.70 

73.15. 

117.50 

52.50 

.75 

7.00 

3.50 

3.38 

870.20 

497.70 

238.68 

Snow  Plows,  Welding,  etc.  198.05 

Grease,  Oil,  etc.  131.56 
Gasoline 

No.  1  Ford  Pick-up  160.86 

No.  2.  Marmon-Herrington  521.09 

No.  3.  FWD  311.67 

No.  4.  Oliver  (Shovel)  117.29  1,110.91 
Repairs,  Parts,  etc. 

No.  1.  Ford  Pick-up     $  3.25 

No.  2.  Marmon-Herrington  669.91 

No.  3.  FWD  449.96 

No.  4.  Oliver  (Shovel)  59.62 

No.  5.  Oliver  (Bulldozer)  2.00 

No.  6.  Grader  10.00  1,194.74 

Credit  Balance  1,084.28 


.548.99   $  8,548.99 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT,  BONUS 
Town  Appropriation  $  350.00 

R.  B.  Stevens  $  60.00 

H.  O.  Truesdell  50.00 

S.  Murray  48.00 
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Town 

Whiter 

Sand 

Library 

Forest 

Rate 

account 

roads 

pile 

repair 

fires 

Totals 

per  hour 

$  6.40 

$  40.80 

$     .40  $  1.00 

$  308.40 

$  .20 

54.00 

615.50 

126.50 

2855.80 

2.00 

24.00 

528.75 

70.50 

1425.75 

1.50 

94-  70 

74-  10 

15.20 

1.90 

i  U  J  U.t:  J 

1  90 

17.50 

10.00 

^35.00 

455.00 

2.50 

1.25 

79.70 

.25 

30.88 

39.01 

.25 

127.85 

1300.03 

212.60 

2.90 

35.00 

6200.11 

J.  F.  Knapp  44.00 

R.  L.  Quillinan  44.00 

A.  Passardi  44.00 

H.  Sifton  44.00 

Credit  Balance  16.00 


$      350.00    $  350.00 

FIRE    DEPARTMENT  EXPENDITURES 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  MAINTENANCE 
Town  Appropriation  $  350.00 

Expended  $ 
Credit  Balance  24.27 


$      350.00    $  350.00 

FIRE  DEPA  RTMENT,  NEW  EQUIPMENT 
Town  Appropriation  $  750.00 

Siren  Alarm  &  Installation                                   $  602.75 

Small  Equipment  125.62 

Credit  Balance  21.63 
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$      750.00  $ 


750.00 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  WATER  HOLES 
Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Expended  $  .00 
Credit  Balance  200.00 


$      200.00  $  200.00 

INDEPENDENCE  DAY  CELEBRATION 
Town  Appropriation  $  100.00 

Rowe  Volunteer  Fire  Assoc.  $  100.00 


FOREST  FIRES 
Town  Appropriation 
Special  Meeting  5-10-54 
Payroll,  Shumway  Fire 
Payroll,  Tunnel  Rd.  Fire 
Credit  Balance 


$      100.00    $  100.00 

$  250.00 
400.00 

$  18.00 
382.65 
249.35 


$      650.00    $  650.00 
ADMINISTRATION  ACCOUNTS 


CONTINGENT  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation  $  350.00 

Reserve  Fund  21.53 

Town  Counsel  $  140.00 

Ballot  Clerks  50.00 

Memorial  Day  7.00 

Public  Notices  92.82 

Highway  Maps  35.00 

Recording  Vital  Statistics  9.00 

Dog  Officer  6.00 

Miscellaneous  31.71 


$      371.53    $  371.53 

MUNICIPAL  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 
Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Reserve  Fund  438.38 
Janitor  Service,  Lawns,  etc.  $  144.60 

14 


Electric  Service  $  48.02 

Telephone  Service  217.80 

Fire  Extinguisher  31.34 

Heating  Fuel  Oil  103.75 

Town  Hall  Supplies  92.87 


$  638.38    $  638.38 

TOWN  OFFICERS  SJLJRIES 

Town  Appropriation                         $  2,405.00 
Selectmen 


J.  H.  Williams 

$  225.00 

E.  C.  Henderson 

225.00 

J.  H.  Stanford 

225.00 

$  675.00 

School  Committee 

L.  D.  Murray 

100.00 

A.  G.  Bond 

100.00 

R.  B.  Schuler 

91.66 

J.  H.  Stanford 

8.33 

299.99 

Assessors 

C.  C.  Shumway 

170.00 

C.  W.  Sibley 

170.00 

H.  0.  Truesdell 

141.67 

S.  Murray 

14.17 

495.84 

Tax  Collector 

S.  E.  Pearson 

187.50 

G.  A.  Wyland 

62.50 

250.00 

Treasurer 

C.  C.  Shumway 

400.00 

Town  Clerk 

G.  A.  Truesdell 

140.00 

Moderator 

G.  A.  Truesdell 

20.00 

Auditor 

G.  C.  Wyland 

5.00 

Fire  Chief 

J.  H.  Stanford 

100.00 

Credit  Balance 

19.17 

IS 


$   2,405.00    $  2,405.00 


TOWN  OFFICERS  EXPENSES 

Town  Appropriation  $  150.00 

Selectmen  37.65 

Treasurer  10.40 

Tax  Collector  2.00 

Assessors  15.90 

Town  Clerk  7.50 

Credit  Balance  ^  76.55 


POSTAGE  AND  PRINTING 
Town  Appropriation 
Reserve  Fund 
Selectmen 
Assessors 
Tax  Collector 
Treasurer 
Town  Clerk 
Town  Report 

Imprinted  Stamped  Envlopes 


CLERICAL  ASSISTANCE 
Town  Appropriation 
Mary  E.  Sibley 
Credit  Balance 


$  150.00   $  150.00 

OFFICE  SUPPLIES  AND  EQUIPMENT 

Town  Appropriation                        $  100.00 

Reserve  Fund  41.55 

Office  Supplies  25.70 

Town  Clerk  Office  Supplies  10.85 

Office  Equipment  105.00 


$  141.55 

$  - 

141.55 

$  450.00 

85.95 

$ 

16.38 

43.04 

103.87 

16.73 

16.53 

208.78 

130.62 

535.95  $ 

535.95 

$ 

200.00 

85.00 

115.00 

$ 

200.00  $ 

200.00 
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BONDS  AND  INSURANCE 
Town  Appropriation 
Workmens  Compensation 
Auto  Liability 
Fire  Schedule 
Burglary 

Volunteer  Fire  Dept. 
Contractors  Liability 
Bonds 

Town  Clerk  $  5.00 

Treasurer  27.00 
Tax  Collector  4L25 
New  Collector  27.86 
Deputy  Collector  5.00 
Conservator  10.00 
Credit  Balance 


RESERVE  FUND 
Town  Appropriation 
Chapter  90,  Construction 
Chapter  90,  Monroe  Hill 
Chapter  90,  Maintenance 
Chapter  81,  Maintenance 
General  Relief 
Building  and  Grounds 
Welfare  District,  Administration 
Office  Supplies  and  Equipment 
Postage  and  Printing 
Contingent 

Machinery  Maintenance 
Credit  Balance 


$  2,300.00 


825.85 
661.73 
319.09 

78.50 
133.00 

51.40 


114.32 


$    2,300.00    $  2,300.00 


$  1,000.00 


5.41 
.36 
10.51 

20.64 
181.75 
438.38 
24.28 
41.65 
85.95 
21.53 
151.99 
16.75 


$    1,000.00    $  1,000.00 


17 


GENERAL  ACCOUNTS 


CIVIL  DEFENSE 


-  Town  Appropriation 

$ 

72.51 

Director's  Mileage 

4.62 

Director's  Expenses 

15.76 

Credit  Balance  carried  forward 

to  January  1,  1955 

52.13 

$ 

72.51 

$ 

72.51 

STREET  LIGHTS 

Town  Appropriation 

$ 

312.00 

N.  Berkshire  Electric  Co. 

$ 

310.50 

Credit  Balance 

1.50 

$ 

312.00 

$ 

312.00 

EQUIPMENT  DEBT 

Town  Appropriation 

$ 

2,030.00 

Note  No.  59  (Oliver  Cletrac) 

$ 

2,030.00 

s 

2  030  00 

2  030  00 

TRUCK  PURCHASE 

Town  Appropriation 

from  Machinery  Maintenance 

$ 

2,000.00 

Notes  No.  60  and  No.  61 

5,300.00 

Construction  Equipment  Co. 

$ 

7,300.00 

$ 

7,300.00 

3 

7,300.00 

ANIMAL  INSPECTION 

Town  Appropriation 

$ 

50.00 

Frank  A.  Davenport,  Inspector 

« 

•P 

50.00 

$ 

50.00 

$ 

50.00 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Town  Appropriation 

$ 

25.00 

Frank  A.  Davenport,  Inspector 

$ 

25.00 

$ 

25.00 

$ 

25.00 
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SCHOOLS 


lown  Appropriation 

Expended 

Credit  Balance 

1  o  r\r\r\  r\r\ 

f>  13,900.00 

$  13,266.47 
633.53 

$  13,900.00 

$  13,900.00 

TOWN  HALL  IMPROVEMENTS 

Town  Appropriation                        $  10,000.00 
Special  Meeting  5-10-54  2,500.00 
Expended 
Credit  Balance 

$  12,470.91 
29.09 

$  12,500.00 

$  12,500.00 

TOWN  HALL  FOUNDATION 
Town  Appropriation 
Expended 

REPAIRS 
$  500.00 

$  500.00 

$  500.00 

$  500.00 

LIBRARY 

Town  Appropriation 

Expended 

Credit  Balance 

$  340.00 

$  252.35 
87.65 

$  340.00 

$  340.00 

LIBRARY  BASEMENT  REPAIRS 

Town  Appropriation                         $  700.00 

Expended 

Credit  Balance 

$  482.31 
217.69 

$  700.00 

$  700.00 

CEMETERIES 
Town  Appropriation 
Expended 
Credit  Balance 

$  250.00 

$  238.84 
11.16 
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$      250.00    $  250.00 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Town  Appropriation  $  150.00 
•Well  Child  Clinic  $  74.70 

Sign  (Town  Dump)  10.00 
Credit  Balance  65.30 


$  150.00   $  150.00 

GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Town  Appropriation                        $  305.04 

Expended  $  .00 

Credit  Balance  305.04 


$      305.04  $  305.04 
DUTCH  ELM  DISEASE  CONTROL 
Town  Appropriation                        $  152.52 

Expended  $  .00 

Credit  Balance  152.52 


$      152.52    $  152.52 

WELFARE  DISTRICT,  ADMINISTRATION 
Town  Appropriation  $  213.00 

Reserve  Fund  24.28 

Expended  $  237.28 


DISABILITY  ASSISTANCE 
Town  Appropriation 
Federal  Grant  balance  brought 

forward  from  1953 
Federal  Grants  for  1954 
2  Cases 

Credit  balance  Town  Appropriation 
Federal  Grant  balance  carried 
forward  to  Jan.  1,  1955 


$ 

237.28 

$ 

237.28 

$ 

800.00 

$ 

158.56 

807.30 

$ 

1,545.20 

149.20 

71.46 

$ 

1,765.86 

$ 

1,765.86 
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AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 
Town  Appropriation  $  .00 

Federal  Grant  balance  brought 

forward  from  1951  228.24 
No  Cases  $  .00 

Federal  Grant  balance  carried 

forward  to  Jan.  1,  1955  228.24 


OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 
Town  Appropriation 
Federal  Grant  balance  brought 

forward  from  1953 
Federal  Grants  for  1954 
11  Cases 

Credit  balance  Town  Appropriation 
Federal  Grant  balance  carried 
forward  to  Jan.  1,  1955 


$      228.24  ^ 

5  228.24 

$  8,000.00 

1,138.36 

3,802.90 

5  9,858.62 

2,921.65 

160.99 

$  12,941.26    3  12,941.26 

WELFARE,  GENERAL  RELIEF 

Town  Appropriation  $  400.00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  181.75 
1  Case  $  581.75 


$  581.75    $  581.75 

VETERANS'  BENEFITS 

Town  Appropriation  $  100.00 

Expended  $  .00 

Credit  Balance  .  100.00 


$      100.00    $  100.00 
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MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENDITURES 

VETERANS'  SERVICE  CENTER 

Western  Franklin  Veterans  Service  Center  $  220,00 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

Western  Franklin  Public  Health  District  478.40 

STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES 

State  Taxes  207.05 

County  Taxes  '  3,219.38 

Dog  Licenses  93.60 

EMPLOYEES'  RETIRE  ME  NT  F  U  ND 

Franklin  County  Retirement  System  570.44 

EMPLOYEES'  WITHHOLDING  TAXES 

Director  of  Internal  Revenue  1,691.10 

REAL  ESTATE  TAX  ABATEMENTS 

One  abatement  47.32 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  ABATEMENTS 

One  abatement  39.11 
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TOWN  TREASURER'S  REPORT 


RECEIPTS 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1954  $  61,983.08 

Dividends  on  two  series  G  U.S.  Gov't.  Bonds  250.00 
U.S.  Grants 

O.A.A.  3,802.90 

Disability  Assistance  807.30 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

O.A.A.  3,805.21 

Disability  Assistance  324.41 
Highways 

Ch.  90  Maint.  1953  1,000.00 

Ch.  90  Construction  1953  Monroe  Hill  5,000.00 

Ch.  90  Constuction  1953  Lesure  Rd.  5,000.00 

Ch.  81  Construction  1953  4,415.11 

Ch.  81  Construction  1954  7,882.08 

School  Aid  900.00 

School  Supts.  373.33 

Dept.  of  Education  3,386.67 

Tuition  405.54 

Reimbursement,  Meals  Tax  293.05 

Reimbursement,  Income  Tax  2,554.45 

Reimbursement,  Loss  of  Taxes  134.84 

Reimbursement,  Corp.  Tax,  Business  3,110.40 

Commr.  Veterans'  Services  28.05 

Compensation:  Inspection  of  Animals  25.00 

Reimbursement:  Forest  Fire  Equip.  48.43 
County  of  Franklin 

Dog  Licenses  Refund  73.55 

Ch.  90  Maint.  1953  1,000.00 

Ch.  90  Constr.  1953  2,500.00 
Savings  Accounts 

Crocker  Institute  for  Savings  $  125.00 

No.  Adams  Savings  Bank  150.00 

Greenfield  Savings  Bank  137.51 

Conway  Savings  Bank  300.00 

Franklin  Institute  for  Savings  150.00 
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Worcester  Federal  Savings  Bank — 
Springfield  Branch  $  118.75 

$  981.26 

B  &  M  R.R.  Reimbursement  in  full, 

Forest  Fire  Oct.  1953  1,924.38 
B  &  M  R.R.  Reimbursement  in  full, 

Forest  Fire  May  1954  382.65 

Town  of  Charlemont:  Refund,  O.A.A.  160.60 

City  of  New  Bedford:  Refund,  O.A.A.  94.04 
Sh.  Falls  National  Bank: 

Loan  on  registered  notes  60  &  61  5,300.00 
Sh.  Falls  National  Bank : 

Refund  on  Int.  on  notes  60  &  61  5.00 

Amer.  La  France  Foamite  Corp.  Refund  on  trans.  6.39 
Noble  &  Noble,  Publishers: 

Refund  on  Books  (school)  13.53 
Franklin  Savings  Inst.: 

Ins.  on  Chas.  Wells  Library  Fund  .  15.00 

Preserved  Smith  Library  Fund  Dividends  40.00 
Donations  to  Rowe  Library  Gift  Trust  Fund 

Mrs.  Ree  Schuler  1.00 

Mrs.  M.  Ree  Dimmock  1.00 

Lawrence  Lee  and  Family  10.00 

Librarian:  Fines  6.30 
Selectmen: 

Sale  of  Town  Farm  Timber  3,750.00 

Liquor  License  to  Agusta  Bjork  for  1955  100.00 

Health  Permit  .50 

Two  Peddlers'  Licenses  at  2.00  4.00 

Three  blasting  permits  at  .50  1.50 

Oil  tank  permit  .50 

Four  oil  permits  at  .50  2.00 

Rent  of  town  hall  15.00 

Rent  of  Town  Farm  Pasture — Floyd  Veber  2.00 

Town  Clerk:  Dog  Licenses  93.60 

W.  Franklin  Welfare  Dist.  Postage  6.90 
School  Hot  Lunch  Fund 

(per  authorization  State  Audit.  9-30-54)  23.20 

Refund  on  O.A.A.  check  (payment  cancelled)  42.90 


Refund  on  Check  No.  6819 

(cancelled — presumably  lost)  $  .07 


Lawrence  Bolton 

$  .50 

Ralph  P.  Winn 

.50 

Alton  Davenport 

.50 

Lawrence  Bolton 

.50 

Clifford  Sibley 

.50 

Mary  Sibley 

.50 

3.00 

Town  of  Rowe,  Mach.  Earnings  6,200.11 

Town  of  Rowe  Employees  Federal  W.  H.  Taxes  1,691.10 
Town  of  Rowe  Employees  Franklin  County 

Retirement  Ded.  570.44 
Tax  Collectors 

1952  R.  Est.  Taxes  56.16 
Int.  on  1952  R.  Est.  Taxes  1.83 

1953  R.  Est.  Taxes  383.00 
1953  Pers.  Prop.  Taxes  59.75 

Int.  on  1953  Taxes  6.39 

Ch'gs  &  Fees  on  1953  Taxes  .35 

1953  M.  V.  &  Tr.  Exc.  Taxes  195.00 
Int.  on  1953  M.  V.  &  Tr.  Exc.  Taxes  2.73 

1954  Poll  Taxes  118.00 
1954  Pers.  Prop.  Taxes  12,101.23 
1954  R.  Est.  Taxes  22,580.18 

Int.  on  1954  Taxes  .35 

Ch'gs  &  Fees  on  1954  Taxes  4.90 

1954  M.  V.  &  Tr.  Exc.  Taxes  1,311.56 

Gross  Receipts  ^167,372.80 

EXPENDED 
Highways 

Ch.  90  Construction  Lesure  Rd.  $  12,005.41 

Ch.  90  Construction  Monroe  Hill  5,000.36 

Ch.  90  Maint.  3,760.51 

Ch.  81  Construction  12,620.64 

Town  Highway  Acc't.  943.61 

Winter  Rds.  4,004.36 

Sandpile  Acc't.  650.10 

Snow  Fence  Acc't.  195.21 
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Welfare: 

O.A.A.  Town  Acc't.  $  5,078.35 

O.A.A.  U.S.  Grants  4,780.27 

Dissability  Assist.  Town  Acc't.  650.80 

Dissibility  Assist.  U.S.  Grants  894.40 

General  Relief  581.75 

Welfare  Dist.  Admin.  237.28 

Health  Dist.  Admin.         -  478.40 

Board  of  Health  84.70 

Bonds  &  Insurance  2,185.68 

Library  Basement  482.31 

Post  War  Rehabihtation  Fund  250.00 

Forest  Fires  400.65 
Fire  Dept.: 

Maintenance  325.73 

New  Equipment  728.37 
Water  Holes          no  expenditure 

Independence  Day  100.00 

Street  Lights  310.50 

Municipal  Bld'gs  &  Grounds  638.38 

Town  Officers'  Salaries  2,385.83 

Town  Officers'  Expense  Acc't.  73.45 

Civil  Defense  20.38 

Schools  13,266.47 

Library  252.35 

Office  Equipment  141.55 

Postage  &  Printing  535.95 

Cemeteries  238.84 

Town  Hall  Improvement  Acc't.  12,970.91 

W.  Franklin  Veterans  Service  Center  Admin.  220.00 

State  Taxes  207.05 

County  Taxes  3,219.38 

Dog  License  Receipts  to  County  93.60 

Animal  Inspector  50.00 

Meat  Inspector  25.00 

Contingent  Acc't.           -  371.53 

M.  V.  &  Tr.  Exc.  Abatement  Refunds  39.11 

R.  Est.  Abatement  Refunds  47.32 
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Refund  to  Samuel  E.  Pearson  (tax  collector), 

overpayemnt  of  taxes                  $  6.7S 

Refund  to  Chas.  Buchner,  overpayment  of  taxes  19.50 

Machinery  Maint.  Acc't.  7,464.71 

Director  of  Internal  Rev.  W.H.  Tax  Ded.  1,691.10 

Franklin  County  Retirement  Assoc.  Tax  Ded.  570.44 

Tractor  Note  No.  59  (including  int.  of  330.00)  2,030.00 

Towards  Purchase  of  new  truck,  from  notes  60  &  61  5,300.00 

Clerical  Assist.  85.00 

County  of  Franklin  Retirement  Sys.  Assessment  286.32 

Highway  Employees  Vacation  Pay  334.00 

Rowe  Library  Gift  Trust  Fund  23.00 
To  Town  Treasurer  Chandler  C.  Shumway: 

per  authorization  State  Audit.  9-30-54  .08 

Total  Amount  Expended  109,357.39 

Cash  on  Hand  December  31,  1954  58,015.41 

TAXES  OUTSTANDING  12-31-54 

1954    Poll  3  6.00 

1954  Pers.  Prop.  165.00 
1954  R.  Est.  1,203.16 
1954    M.  V.  &  Tr.  Exc.  449.21 

TAX  TITLE  REPORT 

Property  assessed  to  James  A.  &  Adora  G.  Galbraith 

E.  Main  St.  Johnstown,  N.Y. 
Date  of  taking,  9-22-52; 

Recorded  in  Franklin  County  Reg.  of  Deeds  979-54 


Levy 

Amt.  of 

Int. 

Demand 

Ch'gs  k 

Total 

of 

taxes 

Fees 

1950 

29.28 

3.90 

.35 

6.50 

40.03 

1951 

32.94 

2.68 

.35 

35.97 

1952 

32.94 

1.31 

.35 

34.60 

1953 

30.50 

30.50 

1954 

31.72 

31.72 

172.82 

Property  assessed  to  Elmer  J.  k  Lucy  J.  Smith;  Colrain 

and  Richard  R.  k  Paul  E.  Smith;  E.  Deerfield 
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Date  of  taking  12-10-53; 

Recorded  in  Franklin  County  Reg.  of  Deeds  996-275 


Levy 

Amt.  of 

Int. 

Demand 

Chgs.  & 

Total 

of 

taxes 

Fees 

1951 

42.90 

3.87 

.35 

9.25 

56.37 

1952 

79.65 

3.88 

.35 

83.88 

1953 

73.75 

.74 

.35 

74.84 

1954 

76.70 

76.70  291.79 

Property  assessed  to  Arthur  W.  Farrington,  Athol 
Date  of  taking  12-10-53; 

Recorded  in  Franklin  County  Reg.  of  Deeds  996-275 


Levy 

Amt.  of 

Int. 

Demand 

Chgs.  & 

Total 

of 

taxes 

Fees 

1951 

13.50 

1.21 

.35 

8.25 

23.31 

1952 

13.50 

.68 

.35 

14.53 

1953 

12.50 

.13 

.35 

12.98 

1954 

13.00 

13.00 

PAID  OUT 

Wages  to  Highway  Employees 
Raymond  B.  Stevens,  Supt. 
Howard  O.  Truesdell 
G.  Alan  Wyland 
Samuel  Murray 
John  F.  Knapp 
Ralph  L.  Quillinan 
Henry  Sifton 
Alesio  Passardi 
Alfred  Clement 
Salaries  to  School  Teachers  and  Assistants 
Mrs.  Jeanette  Sibly 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Volland 
Mrs.  Florence  Wyland 
Mrs.  Lila  Stanford 
Miss  June  Williams 
High  School  Transportation 
Samuel  Murray 
Mrs.  J.  H.  WiUiams 
Mrs.  Ree  Schuler 
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63.82 


3,303.00 
2,703.20 

792.00 
1,931.82 
1,875.20 
1,900.25 
1,410.20 
1,492.73 

668.80 

1,800.00 
1,200.00 
184.00 
176.00 
36.00 

1,496.00 
119.00 
70.00 


Elementary  Transportation 

Mrs.  Blanche  Veber  $  1,638.72 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr.  936.00 

Miss  June  Williams  750.00 

Mrs.  Lucy  Avery  36.00 

Tuition:  High  School 

Town  of  Charlemont  250.00 

Town  of  Shelburne  106.72 

Tuition:  Elementary 

Hawlemont  Regional  School  420.00 

Town  of  Florida  450.00 

Town  of  Monroe  200.00 

Town  of  Charlemont  270.00 


RepectfuUy  submitted, 
Chandler  C.  Shumway,  Town  Treasurer 

REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF  TR  USTFUNDS 

The  Treasurer  ex-officio  of  the  Trust  Funds,  belonging  to  the 
town,  the  undersigned  submits  the  following  statements,  showing 
the  receipts  and  payments  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December 
31,  1954;  together  with  the  balances  on  that  date. 

Preserved  Smith  Library  Trust  Fund  (31,000.00  Gold  Bond 
matures  1987)  pays  340.00  per  year  dividends.  Received  in  1954 
340.00.   Nothing  spent. 

Chas.  Wells  Library  Trust  Fund:  Principal  3500.00;  Receipts 
in  1954  315.00.    Paid  out  to  town  treas.  315.00.    Bal.  3500.00 

Rowe  Library  Gift  Trust  Fund:  Bal.  1-1-54  3139.50;  rec. 
from  town  treas.  323.00;  Int.  1954  34.56;  Bal.  3167.06. 

Abbott  L.  White  W.  Cemetery  Fund:  Bal.  1-1-54  3226.99; 
Int.  1954  36.84;  bal.  3233.83. 

Rowe  Cemetery  Wells  Fund:  Bal.  1-1-54  3216.31;  Int.  1954 
36.53;  bal.  3222.84. 

Foster  Donation  (School)  Fund:  Bal.  1-1-54  3224.21;  Int. 
1954  36.77;  bal.  3230.98 

Post  War  Rehabilitation  Fund:  Bal.  1-1-54  32,505.56;  rec. 
from  town  treas.  3250.00;  Int.  1954  379.16.;  Bal.  32,834.72. 

Respectfully  submitted 
Chandler  C.  Shumway,  Town  Treasurer 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

Date         Name  Parents 
Jan.  2      Ronald  William  Lowensberg  William  A.  Lowensberg 

Julia  R.  Burnett 

July  11    Nancy  Elaine  Pierce  Efford  H.  Pierce 

Frances  E.  Graves 

Aug.  14    Scott  Alan  Wyland  George  Alan  Wyland 

Florence  E.  Bates 

Sept.  17  James  Eugene  Godfrey  James  E.  Godfrey 

Dora  M.  Blake 


Deaths 

Date  Name 

April  21  Mattie  (Upton)  Turner 

Nov.  17  Agnes  Newton 

Marriages 

Date  Name 

Jan.  15    James  E.  Godfrey 

Dora  M.  Maynard 
Jan.  30    John  E.  Wheeler 

Mary  E.  Truesdell 
No.  26     James  C.  Davis 

Esther  A.  Stanford 


Yrs.    Mos.  Days 
79       2  25 
59       4  .7 

Residence 

Rowe 

Rowe 

Florida,  Mass. 
Rowe 

Endicott,  N.Y. 
Rowe 


LICENCES  ISSUED 

Dog  Licences 
6  Female  at  ?5.00 

13  Spayed  Female  at  2.00 
23  Male  at  2.00 


Fees  Retained 

Paid  Town  Treasurer 


30.00 
26.00 
46.00 


102.00 
8.40 


93.60 
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sporting  Licences 

Resident  Hunting  19 

Resident  Fishing  9 

Resident  Sporting  20 

Resident  Female  Fishing  5 

Resident  Minor  Fishing  2 

Non  Resident  Hunting  3 

Non  Resident  3  day  Fishing  4 
Resident  Sporting  &  Trapping 


Fees  Retained 


Paid  Division  of  Fish  &  Game 


at 


3.25 
3.25 
5.25 
2.25 
1.25 
15.25 
2.75 
Free 


61.75 
29.25 
105.00 
11.25 
2.50 
45.75 
11.00 


266.50 
15.50 


$  251.00 
Respectfally  submitted, 
Gerald  A.Truesdell 
Town  Clerk 


ASSESSORS'  REPORT 


Number  of  Polls  Assessed  63 

Number  of  Horses  Assessed  26 

Number  of  Cows  Assessed  50 

Number  of  Neat  Cattle  21 

Number  of  Fowl  343 

Number  of  Goats  6 

Number  of  Acres  of  Land  Assessed  15,058 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Assessed  163 

Total  Valuation  of  Personal  Property  3236,664.00 

Total  Valuation  of  Real  Estate  460,032.00 

Tax  rate  per  thousand  dollar  valuation  52.00 

Total  Assessed  Valuation  696,696.00 


Respectfully  submitted. 
Chandler  C.  Shumway 
Clifford  W.  Sibley 
Howard  O.  Truesdell 
Assessors  of  Rowe 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COM^ 
MITTEE  &  SUPERINTENDENT 
FOR  THE  TOWN  OF  ROWE 


COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 
Lillias  D.  Murray,  Chairman 
Anne  G.  Bond,  Secretary 
Ree  Schuler 

PERSONNEL 
Charles  H.  Minnich 
Samuel  J.  Galbo,  M.D. 
Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.N. 
Horace  Warfield 
Jeannette  Rich 
Janet  Wetterwald 
Phyllis  Volland 
E.  H.  Pierce 


Term  expires  1955 
Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1957 

Superintendent 
School  Physician 
School  Nurse 
Attendance  Officer 
Art  Supervisor 
Music  Supervisor 
Teacher 
Janitor 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

First  Winter  Term:    opens  Jan.  3,  1955 — closes  Feb.  18,  1955 
Second  WinterTerm:  opens  Feb.  28,  1955 — closes  Apr.  15,  1955 
Spring  Term:  opens  Apr.  25,  1955 — closes  June  17,  1955 

Fall  Term:  opens  Sept.  7,  1955 — closes  Dec.  22,  1955 

SCHOOL  HOLIDAYS 

May  30,  1955  Memorial  Day 

October  7,  1955  Teachers'  Convention  (tentative) 

October  12,  1955  Columbus  Day 

November  11,  1955  Veterans'  Day 

November  23 

(noon)  to  28,  1955  Thanksgiving  Recess 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 

The  Elementary  enrollment  in  the  Village  School  has  re- 
mained fairly  constant  during  the  past  two  decades  with  the 
present  enrollment  being  twenty  children.  In  addition,  there 
are  thirteen  tuition  students;  three  elementary  students  at 
Hoosac  Tunnel  School,  one  at  the  Monroe  School,  seven  at  the 
Hawlemont  Regional  School,  one  at  Charlemont  High  and  one 
at    Arms  Academy. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  Mrs.  Phyllis  Volland  is  ac- 
complishing commendable  results  with  her  pupils.  Her  sym- 
pathetic understanding  has  helped  toward  a  steady  progress 
in  all  subjects.  Improvement  in  Reading  and  Arithmetic  is 
particularly  apparent.  The  children  are  also  fortunate  in  having 
the  services  and  teaching  experience  of  the  specially  trained 
Supervisors  in  Art,  Music  and  Penmanship. 

Our  health  requirements  receive  excellent  attention  from 
Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.N.  and  I  wish  to  commend  her  for  the 
conscientious   service  rendered. 

In  the  formulation  of  this  year's  budget,  emphasis  was 
placed  on  keepmg  costs  at  a  minimum.  This  1955  budget 
represents  approximately  a  4.5%  increase.  It  is  difficult  to 
estimate  transportation  and  tuition  expenses  because  a  smgle 
family  immigrating  or  migrating  change  the  proposed  set  budget. 
The  fact  that  approximately  39%  of  the  new  budget  is  required 
for  these  two  items  may  be  of  interest. 
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I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  need  of  repairs  to  the 
banking  between  the  school  and  the  brook.  It  is  badly  eroded 
and  I  recommend  that  action  be  taken  this  year  to  correct  this 
condition. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  School  Committee 
and  the  citizens  of  Rowe  for  their  cooperation.  I  hope  that 
we  will  merit  your  continued  interest,  cooperation  and  support 
in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Charles  H.  Minnich 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


MEMBERSHIP  by  Age  and  Grade,  October  5,  1954 

Ages 

Grade  5      6      7     8      9    10    11    1213  Total 


1 

0 

2 

4  3 

-7 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2  111 

5 

5 

4  1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Total 


0     4     3     3  1 


2     0  1 
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DISBURSEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AND 
BUDGET  FOR  1955 

1954  \9SS  Budget 

Appropriated      Spent  Proposed 

Superintendent 

Salary  and  expenses     $      750.00    ?      667.7^    $  700.00 

Instruction 
Teachers  and 

Supervisors  4,300.00        3,800.00  3,700.00 

Books  and  Supplies  of 

Instruction  600.00  420.04  450.00 

Transportation  (overall) 

Elementary  and  High        5,000.00        5,109.72  5,000.00 
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Tuition 


Klementary 

1  1  on  on 

o/cn  on 

9  "^00  00 

nign  ocnooi 

Q^D  DO 

7^^  7? 
/  JO.  /  z, 

700  00 

]\1  Clt7lt€7lCl7lC6 

J  dniLor  ocrviLc 

^f^c\  no 

^^0  DO 

400  00 

Fiipl 

£  Ucl 

^'^O  DO 

9^0  00 

LigHts 

7^  DO 

7"^  00 

IVCpdirS   dllU    1  dill  Llllg 

^  no 

1  ^0  00 

1  D\J.\J\J 

INcW  IH^UipillClH 

7^  DO 

^^0  07 

7^  00 

iVldllltcIldllLC  OUppilCo 

100  00 

Telephone 

60.00 

Health 

Physician  and  Supphes 

120.00 

1  70  '^9 

1 90  00 

X  ZW.  WW 

School  Union  Expense 

Rowe's  proportionate  share  10.00 

Break-down  for  1955: 

Rent  (Supt'sOfF.) 

t^O  00 

J  w.ww 

Telephone 

10  00 

1  w.Uw 

Clerical 

7^  00 

Stamps  &  Misc. 

1  on 

Christmas  Fund 

50.00 

50.00 

50.00 

Miscellaneous 

Including  school  telephone 

50.00 

18.40 

50.00 

Insurance 

150.00 

00 

00 

$  13,900.00   $  13,266A7    $  14,530.00 


Budget  for  1954:  $  13,900 

Actual  Cost  to  Town:  $  7,570.70 

Reimbursement:  5,695.77 

Returned  to  Treasury:  633.53  13,900 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WESTERN 


FRANKLIN  WELFARE  DISTRICT 

The  year  1954  has  had  a  new  medical  plan  put  into  effect 
with  several  changes,  including  prior  authorizations  and  rigid 
fee  schedules.  Also  a  change  in  the  statistical  reporting  has 
increased  the  clerical  work  of  the  office. 

The  case  load  and  payments  on  Old  Age  Assistance  have 
been  lower  this  year  but  Disability  Assistance  and  General 
Relief  cases  have  increased  to  somewhat  offset  this.  There  has 
been  a  lot  of  time  spent  and  work  done  on  the  rehabilitation  of 
the  Disability  and  General  Relief  cases. 


Rowe  Load  Analysis 

Old  Age  Assistance 


Month 

Total 

Medical 

No.  Cases 

Jan.  '54* 

$  465.24 

$  67M 

10 

Feb. 

840.75 

45.55 

10 

Mar. 

723.50 

■  33.70 

10 

Apr. 

706.25 

36.05 

8, 2  closed 

May 

769.15 

66.95 

8 

June 

878.45 

73.15 

9, 1  new 

July 

756.25 

72.55 

9  . 

Aug. 

711.50 

16.20 

9 

Sept. 

780.91 

58.86 

9 

Oct. 

770.40 

31.70 

9 

Nov. 

820.80 

84.10 

9 

Dec. 

772.27 

33.27 

9 

Jan.  '55* 

369.50 

$  9,364.97 

609.72 

11 

Paid  to  other  Towns  on  OAA  3493.65 
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Following  is  a  statistical  analysis  of  the  District's  activities: 


Number  of  applications  taken:  21 

denied  1 

Number  of  home  visits  made:  208 

No  one  at  home  8 

Number  of  office  visits:  26 

Number  of  visits  from  State  Area  Representatives:  19 

Number  of  days  State  Auditor  at  office:  13 

Number  of  Welfare  Association  Meetings  attended:  4 
Number  of  visits  not  classified  as  revisits:  (Re:  Hospital, 

Employment  Office,  Town  Treasurers,  Clerks  and 

Board  Members,  Attorney  etc.)  65 

Number  of  evening  Board  Meetings  attended:  12 


Disability  Assistance  General  Relief 

Total        Medical    No.  Cases   Total        Medical  No.  Cases 


63.10 

2 

135.50 

9.30 

2 

131.20 

5.00 

2 

126.20 

2 

134.75 

134.75 

1 

131.70 

5.50 

2 

116.20 

2 

26.00 

26.00 

1 

126.20 

2 

131.70 

5.50 

2 

126.20 

2 

126.20 

2 

131.70 

5.50 

2 

126.20 

2 

421.00 

421.00 

1 

63.10 

2 

1,545.20    30.80        2  581.75       581.75  1 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT 
Balance  brought  forward  from 

Dec.  31,  1953 
Town  appropriations: 

Charlemont 

Hawley 

Heath 

Monroe 

Rowe 

Federal  Grant  Administration: 

District  OAA 

District  ADC 

District  DA 
State  Administration: 


Withholding  Tax  577.20 
Franklin  County  Retirement  261.00 
Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Agent  $  3,120.00 

Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Transportation  236.17 

Edith  B.  Lynch,  Clerk  2,100.00 

Mary  L.  Carpenter,  Treasurer  50.00 

Bond  for  Treasurer  5.00 

Telephone                                               _  105.00 

Town  of  Charlemont,  rent  300.00 

Postage,  mail  box  rent,  registered  letters  91.52 

Office  Supplies  74.33 

Repair  of  Equipment  18.50 

Assessed  share — Franklin  County  Retirement  255.52 

Withholding— Franklin  County  Retirement  261.00 

Withholding— Federal  Tax  577.20 

Miscellaneous  Expense  31.50 

Credit  Balance  carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  1955  69.85 


38 


$    7,296.19,  $  7,296.19 
Respectfully  submitted 
Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Agent. 


I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing 
the  financial  transactions  of  the 
trict  for  the  year  1954. 


report  to  be  a  true  statement  of 
Western  Franklin  Welfare  Dis- 

Respectfully  submitted 
Mary  L.  Carpenter,Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  THE  WESTERN 
FRANKLIN  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

DISTRICT 

OFFICERS 

Chairman  J.  Henry  Stanford 

Vice  Chairman  Frederick  W.  Burrington 

Secretary  Anne  G.  Bond 

Treasurer  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Carpenter 

Much  has  been  accomplished  in  the  District  this  year  for 
better  health. 

Several  children  have  had  dental  care  which  includes 
extractions,  fillings  and  x-rays.  Transportation  was  provided 
by  our  nurse. 

Vitamin  capsules  A  and  B  were  distributed  at  replacement 
cost,  to  the  children.  These  capsules  are  a  great  help  in  the 
control  of  colds  and  every  child  should  make  use  of  them. 

The  Well  Child  Clinic  held  this  summer  was  well  attended. 
We  wish  to  thank  the  various  organizations  for  their  gen- 
erous gifts  which  enable  us  to  further  our  effort  to  better  the 
health  of  our  children. 

We  also  wish  to  thank  Miss  Dorothy  Morehouse  for  her 
untiring  effort  to  make  the  district  a  success. 
Following  is  our  budget  for  1955. 
Nurse's  Salary  $  3,300.00 

Mileage  550.00 
Supplies  200.00 
Telephone  100.00 
Rent  300.00 
Treasurer's  salary  75.00 
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Dental  Work 


200.00 


$  4,725.00 

From  cash  in  the  Treasury  -  700.00 


$  4,025.00 


Town's  Share 

Charlemont  53%  '                            $  2,133.25 

Hawley  15%  603.75 

Heath  19%  764.75 

Rowe  13%  523.25 


$  4,025.00 
Respectfully  submitted, 
J.  Henry  Stanford,  Chairman 

REPORT  OF  TREASURER 
Receipts: 

Balance  January  1,  1954  $  1,189.45 

Town  of  Charlemont  $  1,950.00 

Town  of  Heath  699.20 

Town  of  Hawley  552.00 

Town  of  Rowe  478.40  3,679.60 

Nurse's  Fees  collected  365.00 

Withholding  Tax  collected  441.60 

Capsules  82.5  0  889.10 

Contributions  to  dental  fund: 

Heath  Ladies'  Aid  16.27 


Total  Receipts  $  5,774.42 
Disbursements: 

Nurse's  Salary  $  3,139.92 

Nurse's  mileage  522.78 

Telephone  91.55 

Supplies  87.61 

Treasurer's  Bond  5.00 

Vitamin  Capsules  63.90 

Dental  program  149.00 

Dinners  17.38 


40 


Office  Rent 
Treasurer's  Salary 
Withholding  Tax  deducted 


$  300.00 
75.00 
441.60 


$  4,893.74 


Balance  carried  forward  to  1955 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Mary  L.  Carpenter, 
Treasurer 


880.68 


REPORT  OF 


THE  DISTRICT  NURSE 


The  public  health  nursing  program  of  Charlemont,  Hawley, 
Heath  &  Rowe  continued  this  year  with  its  aim  to  promote 
health,  prevent  disease  &  deformity  and  care  for  the  sick. 

School  physical  examinations  were  given  by  Dr.  Samuel 
J.  Galbo,  school  physician.  Except  for  some  minor  defects  & 
the  need  for  dental  care,  the  children  were  found  to  be  in  quite 
good  health.  The  well  being  of  children  depends  greatly  on 
nutrition.  "A  good  breakfast  is  the  foundation  for  a  good 
day." 

Films  were  shown  in  the  schools  to  interest  the  pupils  in 
nutrition  and  encourage  better  dental  care.  Vitamin  A  &  D 
capsules  were  available  to  all  school  children  &  may  be  obtained 
throughout  the  school  year.  They  help  toward  better  health 
during  the  season  of  colds  &  lowered  resistance  to  disease. 

The  fine  Health  Room  in  the  new  Hawlemont  School  was 
prepared  for  health  services  &  emergencies.  When  a  child 
does  not  feel  well  or  has  a  fresh  cut  or  abrasion  attention  is  given. 
Sick  children  or  those  having  suspicious  contagious  conditions 
are  taken  home.  It  has  been  found  that  in  keeping  a  child 
home  from  school,  &  in  bed,  when  symptoms  of  a  cold  are  no- 
ticeable that  complications  may  be  prevented.  Such  an  indi- 
vidual or  a  coughing  child  can  easily  spread  a  cold  to  other 
pupils  in  the  school  room. 
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Vision  testing  was  done  in  the  schools.  Retesting  pupils 
who  failed  the  test  proved  the  need  for  examination  by  an  eye 
specialist.    Parents  of  these  pupils  were  notified. 

'*How  much  have  I  gained.?"  This  question  I  often  hear 
at  weighing  and  measuring  time  in  the  schools.  It  is  a  fine  thing 
to  have  them  becoming  health  conscious.  Gain  in  v/eight  is 
greatest  in  the  schools  with  a  hot  lunch  program. 

All  pupils  were  negative  to  the  T.B.  patch  test  given  to  the 
first  &  third  year  pupils  in  the  Charlemont  High  School. 

Hearing  tests  were  given  in  the  schools  by  Mrs.  Beda 
Langevin.  A  new  technique  in  testing  by  using  a  new  model 
audiometer  resulted  in  a  more  thorough  individual  test  for  all 
children  in  the  school  union.  Only  one  child  was  found  this 
fall  with  a  marked  hearing  loss.  Classes  were  given  in  lip  read- 
ing &  the  correction  of  defective  speech. 

Communicable  diseases  were  few,  with  none  spreading 
through  the  schools.  At  one  time  we  were  concerned  with  a 
contact  to  a  possible  typhoid  fever  case.  Precautions  were 
taken  at  home  &  in  the  school.  All  went  well,  but  it  was  best 
to  be  on  the  safe  side. 

A  modified  Red  Cross  Home  Nursing  course  was  given  to 
the  Junior  &  Senior  High  School  girls.  Nursing  care  for  the  sick 
&  helpless  patient  in  the  home  was  demonstrated  &  practiced 
in  the  class  room. 

The  annual  Well  Child  Conferences  were  held  in  July. 
Dr.  M.  B.  Low  examined  each  child  &  discussed  with  the  mother 
the  child's  special  needs  or  correction  of  abnormal  conditions, 
referring  to  the  family  doctor  for  care.  Mrs.  George  Coombs 
was  the  nutritionist.  Essential  foods  for  the  health  of  the 
child  &  family  were  suggested  to  the  mothers.  Mrs.  Robert 
Mcintosh  Jr.,  the  dental  hygienist,  examined  the  children's 
teeth  &  talked  with  the  parents  about  correction  of  defects. 
A  well  balanced  diet,  with  plenty  of  so-called  protective  foods, 
will  help  greatly  to  build  sound  teeth.  The  number  attending  the 
conferences  were:  Charlemont  97  -  Hawley  27  -  Heath  24  & 
Rowe  19. 

Home  visits  were  made  to  the  parents  of  infants  &  preschool- 
ers to  talk  about  the  child's  health — to  discuss  diet,  rest  &  to 
encourage  medical  supervision. 


To  the  Greenfield  Health  camp  went  children  from  the  4 
Towns — 3  boys  &  3  girls.  Here  they  have  excellent  care,  good 
food  and  extra  rest.  Health  is  the  main  factor  but  they  have  a 
fine  time  as  well. 


There  were  7  children  taken  for  dental  care  through  the 
Dental  Clinic.     This  service  included  a  total  of  34  fillings, 


extractions  &  17 

x-rays. 

OTAL  VISITS 

TO  THE 

TO  WN  S 

Charlemont 

Ilawley 

Schools 

207 

School 

32 

School  Home 

11 

Hawlemont  School 

55 

Nursing 

320 

School  Home 

48 

New  Born 

o 

Nursmg 

JD 

Infant 

36 

Delivery 

1 

Preschool 

156 

New  Born 

6 

Prenatal 

13 

Infant 

12 

Postnatal 

4 

Preschool 

43 

Adult  Health 

41 

Prenatal 

5 

Other 

30 

Postnatal 

3 

Not  in 

25 

Adult  Health 

8 

Other 

4 

Not  in 

5 

Rowe 

Heath 

School 

38 

School 

43 

School  Home 

21 

School  Home 

30 

Nursing 

159 

Nursing 

17 

Infant 

4 

New  Born 

1 

Preschool 

35 

Infant 

18 

Prenatal 

2 

Preschool 

71 

Adult  Health 

18 

Prenatal 

4 

Other 

7 

Postnatal 

1 

Not  in 

4 

Adult  Health 

8 

Other 

12 

Not  in 

5 

May  we  sincerely  thank  the  following  organizations  for 
their  contributions  that  help  greatly  in  our  health  work  for  the 
children : 
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Heath  Ladies  Aid  316.27  for  the  Dental  Fund 

Charlemont  Lions  Club    320.00  for  children  for  the  Health 

Camp;  for  paying  for  eye  examina- 
tion and  glasses  for  needy  children 

I  do  so  appreciate  the  thoughtfulness  and  help  that  so  many 
of  the  folks  in  the  towns  have  given  me.  I  would  like  to  thank 
them  all — the  Committee  of  the  Western  Franklin  Public  Health 
District,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the  Principal,  the 
Teachers,  the  Custodians,  the  22  Well  Child  Conference  workers 
and  my  helpers  at  the  Diabetic  Finding  Clinic. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 
District  Nurse 


LIBRARY  REPORT 

Acknowledgement  is  made  for  gifts  of  money,  books  and  maga- 
zines to  Mr.  Charles  Lee  and  family,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Schuler,  Mrs.  Ree 
Dimock,  Miss  Mabel  Potter,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Essert,  Miss 
Edith  Kloetzle,  Miss  Elizabeth  Camp,  Mrs.  Maude  Van  Alstine, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Buehler,  the  Randen  Foundation  and  Pren- 
tice-Hall Publishers. 

The  members  of  the  Library  Basement  Improvement  Com- 
mittee elected  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  1954,  were  Mrs. 
Maude  Davenport,  Mrs.  Anna  Bond  and  Mr.  Edward  Henderson, 
library  trustees;  Mr.  John  Williams,  Mr.  Henry  Stanford  and 
Mr.  Edward  Henderson,  selectmen ;  and  Mr.  John  Bond,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Bjork  and  Mr.  Robert  Swenson.  Mr.  Bond  was  chosen 
chairman  and  Mrs.  Davenport  clerk.  A  report  of  their  activities 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  book. 


Books  added:  .  100 

Circulation  of  books:  1375 

Circulation  of  magazines:  148 

Fines:  36.30 
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BOOKS  PURCHASED 

Beyond  this  place  Cronin 
Corner  store  Idell 
Nine  brides  and  Granny  Hite 

Wilson 

North  from  Maylaya  Douglas 
Tara's  healing  Giles 
As  far  as  the  Yukon  Jaques 
With  a  quiet  heart 

Le  Gallienne 
Maine  ways  Coatsworth 
Master  Simon's  garden  Meigs 
Gallant  horses  Clark 
One  million  islands  for  sale 

Froman 

Bargain  with  God  Savage 


How  to  believe  Sockman 
Devil  dog  Conibear 
Mr.  Finche's  pet  shop 

Drummond 
Elephant  herd  Schlein 
Introduction  to  trees  Kieran 
Mr.  Hobb's  vacation  Streeter 
Greatest  story  ever  told  Oursler 
Mountain  pony  &  the  pinto  colt 

Larom 

Boy  trouble  Du  Jardin 

Seven  steeples  Henrichsen 
Gravel  gold  Carr 
Mounted  police  patrol 

Haig-Brown 
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Gipsy  in  the  parlour  Sharp 
Footman  in  powder  Ashton 
Don't  you  cry  for  me 

Rosborough 
Treasure  of  the  sun  Attwood 
Captains  and  the  kings  Helen 
Ox-cart  trail  Krause 
Chip  on  grandma's  shoulder 

Leavitt 


Black  renegade  Faralla 
Dawning  of  the  day  Ogilvie 
Bandoola  Williams 
Song  of  Ruth  Slaughter 
Blue  for  Lili  Hartwell 
Down  the  Mississippi  Bulla 


Ever-blooming  garden  Taylor 
So  long  as  love  remembers 

Janney 
Brave  pursuit  Allis 


GIFTS 

Ways  of  mammals 
Time  and  time  again 
Scarlet  cockerel 
Lady  Blanche  Farm 
Pocket  full  of  rye 
Laughing  stranger 
Spinsters  in  jeopardy 
Golden  spiders 
Content  assignment 
Eleven  came  back 
Hour  of  nightfall 
Tommie  and  Julie 


Moore 
Hilton 
Sublette 
Keyes 
Christie 
Delmar 
Marsh 
Stout 
Roth 
Seeley 
Brinig 
Wallerstein 


Journey  in  the  dark  Flavin 

Guerrilla  wife  Spencer 

Tomorrow  is  forever  Bristow 

Ever  after  Thane 

Heart  wood  Downes 

Also  the  hills  Keyes 

Nearby  Yates 
Michegan      (no  author  given) 

Period  peice  Raverat 

Restless  is  the  river  Derleth 

Facing  two  ways  Ishimoto 


Fair  wind  home  Moore 
Caravan  to  Xanadu  Marshall 
Reveille  in  Washington  Leach 
Victory  through  air-power 

De  Seversky 
Journal  of  Arnold  Bennet 
Raintree  county  Lockridge 
Autobiography  of  Alice  Toklas 
Union  now  Streit 
Union  now  with  Britain  Streit 
Story  of  a  secret  state  Karski 
Great  mischief  Pinkney 
Case  file — F.B.L  Gordons 
Tiger  in  the  smoke  AUingham 
Captain  of  the  Medeci  Pugh 


Golden  admiral 
Round  the  bend 
Gerald,  a  portrait 
Back  home 
Basquerie 
Roughly  speaking 
This  I  remember 
Roy  Hugh  Cullen 


Du 


Mason 
Shute 
Maurier 
Mauldin 
Mercein 
Pierson 
Roosevelt 


Wonderland  of  knowledge,  Pictorial  encyclopedia — 15  volumes 
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LIBRARY  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Appropriation  $  340.00 
Expended 

Librarian's  Salary  $  150.00 

Books  and  Mag.  72.50 

Lights  n.5o 

Equipment  10.00 

Fuel  8.35  252.35 
Credit  Balance  $      %7 .GS 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

This  committee  was  again  this  past  year  plagued  with  the 
perennial  problem  of  cemetery  maintenance.  The  reluctance  of 
laborers  to  undertake  this  work  has  been  largely  due  to  the  rough 
condition  of  the  two  cemeteries;  a  consequence  of  years  of  ne- 
glect and  a  policy  of  being  satisfied  with  one  or  two  grass  cuttings 
per  season. 

The  committee  started  a  long  term  program  leading  to  an 
immediate,  and  it  is  hoped,  permanent  improvement  in  the 
appearance  of  our  two  public  cemeteries  with  the  plowing  of  the 
old  section  of  the  West  Cemetery  this  past  fall.  This  project 
will  be  completed  in  the  Spring. 

In  addition  it  is  recommended  that  the  ''New'*  section  of  the 
West  Cemetery  be  treated  with  lime  to  arrest  the  growth  of  moss 
and  berry  vines  and  encourage  such  little  grass  as  may  be  left. 

There  is  little  point  in  investing  any  considerable  sum  in 
North  Cemetery  improvements  until  the  driveway  has  been 
made  traversable.  Following  this  a  considerable  amount  of 
rough  grading  should  be  effected  including  filling  of  numerous 
depressions  and  removal  of  boulders. 

The  committee  requests  an  appropriation  of  $7S0  for  1955; 
3300  being  required  for  North  Cemetery  driveway;  ^150  for  North 
Cemetery  grading;  ^50  to  complete  grading  in  West  Cemetery  and 
3250,  as  in  the  past,  for  maintenance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
John  E.  Bond,  Chairman 
Benjamin  F.  Bjork,  Secretary 
Robert  G.  Swenson 


VOLUNTEER  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

REPORT 


The  Firemen  have  had  a  busy  year.  We  answered  thirteen 
calls—  3  building  fires 

3  chimney  fires 
7  brush  and  grass  fires 
A  school  was  held  with  Captain  Leslie  Ackerman  of  the 
Greenfield  Department  as  instructor.    He  drilled  us  in  pump 
operation,  laying  of  hose,  ladder  work,  ventilation  of  buildings, 
relaying  of  water  with  two  pumps  and  the  use  of  gas  masks. 

The  Firemen's  Association  has  purchased  a  six  hundred 
gallon  tank  truck  and  we  wish  to  thank  all  who  so  generously 
contributed.  A  new  pump  has  been  purchased  by  the  Asso- 
ciation and  is  being  installed  by  the  Firemen. 

Our  siren  which  was  purchased  this  past  summer  is  a 
great  help  in  getting  the  men  together — much  time  is  saved. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department  for 
their  cooperation  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Henry  Stanford,  Fire  Chief 
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WESTERN  FRANKLIN 
VETERANS'  SERVICE  CENTER 

Ten  years  have  now  elapsed  and  an  unforeseen  war  has  been 
fought  since  the  Selectmen  of  ten  Towns  met  to  organize  the 
Western  Franklin  Veterans'  Service  District  in  December  1944. 

Our  work  in  the  office  has  increased  during  the  past  years, 
especially  in  the  many  types  of  assistance  requested.  The  total 
number  given  assistance  in  1954  was  881,  among  them  34  registered 
for  Selective  Service.  Thirty-nine  applications  for  Medical  and 
Hospital  care,  and  sixteen  applications  for  Pensions  were  included. 
Photostatic  work  has  been  done  every  Tuesday  with  a  total  of 
1,305  prints  made  durmg  the  year. 

The  benefits  applied  for  under  Chapter  115,  the  old ''Soldier's 
Relief"  law  as  now  amended,  have  also  increased  due  to  unemploy- 
ment. In  this  department  we  now  have  20  active  cases.  During 
the  past  year  we  have  aided  28  needy  families,  theTown  concerned 
paying  a  total  of  317,304.02  for  benefits.  This  includes  mainten- 
ance for  the  applicant  and  family  with  Medical  and  Hospital  care 
as  needed. 

Our  files  now  contain  records  of  1,516  veterans,  of  whom  224 
are  from  the  Korean  War.  Much  work  remains  to  be  done  on  the 
permanent  copies  of  military  and  naval  records,  indicating  a  need 
for  more  clerical  assistance. 

The  cooperation  of  the  members  of  the  District  Committee 
has  been  most  helpful  in  solving  difficult  problems.  Close  contact 
with  the  Veterns  Administration  through  Mr.  O'Neil  and  with  the 
Veterans  Service  Department  of  the  Town  of  Greenfield  has  con- 
tinued over  the  years  and  has  proved  the  value  of  mutual  aid  in 
our  work. 

The  cost  of  operating  the  Veterans  Service  Office  during  the 
past  year  was  34,266.90.  This  expense  is  divided  among  the  ten 
Towns  in  proportion  to  the  assessed  value  of  each.  The  budget  set 
up  by  the  Committee  for  1955  as  certified  to  the  Town  Treasurers 
is  34,900. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Robert  E.  Scott 
Director  and  Veterans  Agent 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  HALL 


IMPROVEMENT  COMMITTEE 


By  vote  of  the  Town  Meeting  of  February  1,  1954,  the  sum 
of  310,000.00  (36,119.39  from  the  "Sale  of  Real  Estate  Fund"  and 
33,880.61  from  available  unappropriated  funds  in  the  treasury) 
was  appropriated  for  improvements  to  the  Town  Hall  as  recom- 
mended by  this  committee.  An  additional  3500.00  was  appropri- 
ated from  available  funds  for  needed  repairs  to  the  foundation  of 
the  building.  Bids  for  the  project  were  solicited  and  contracts  were 
awarded  to  the  low  bidders.  On  May  10,  1954,  a  special  meeting 
appropriated  an  additional  32,500.00  from  available  funds  to  cov- 
er the  cost  of  an  artesian  well  and  miscellaneous  extras.  This  pro- 
vided a  total  amount  of  313,000.00. 

As  the  work  progressed,  several  changes  in  the  original  plans 
were  necessary.  Columns  in  the  Dining  Room  were  replaced  by 
truss-beams;  fire-proof  furnace  rooms  were  required.  These  and 
other  minor  changes  and  extras  resulted  in  final  costs  exceeding 
the  original  contracts. 

E.  H.  Hartley  was  engaged  to  drill  a  well  and  at  a  depth  of 
119  feet  the  flow  of  water  was  measured  at  15  gallons  per  minute. 
A  heavy-duty  1  h.p.  pump  was  purchased  allowing  for  the  future 
possibility  of  pumping  water  to  the  Highway  Garage  and  Fire 
Station. 

A  sub-committee  assisted  in  decisions  concerning  color 
choices  for  paint,  tile,  draperies,  etc.  The  committee  espresses 
its  appreciation  to  Mrs.  R.  B.  Stevens,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Stanford,  Mrs. 
G.  A.  Truesdell  and  Mrs.  L.  J.  Avery. 

The  project  was  completed  and  the  building  reopened  for 
public  use  on  September  1,  1954.  A  breakdown  of  costs  for  the 
complete  project  is  as  follows: 


L.  J.  King,  General  Contractor  34,195.00  3  685.00  3  4,880.00 
Mcintosh  &  Son, 


Contract  Extras 


Total 


Plumbing  &  Heating 
J.  F.  Donovan,  Electrical 
E.  H.  Hartley,  Artesian  Well 


4,219.00  129.05 
750.00 
906.11 


4,348.05 
750.00 
906.11 
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T.  C.  Albro,  Architect 
Local  Labor,  Misc. 
Miscellaneous,  Drapes,  etc. 


Diebold,  Inc.  Safe 
B.  F.  Bjork,  Misc. 


S.  G.  Gould,  Water  Pump 


496.00 
842.83 
60.40 
636.00 
17.85 
33.67 


496.00 
842.83 
60.40 
636.00 
17.85 
33.67 


$  12,156.86  3  814.05  $  12,970.91 


Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Mary  E.  Sibley,  Secretary 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
Benjamin  F.  Bjork 
Chandler  C.  Shumway 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  TO 
INVESTIGATE  &  IMPROVE 
DRAINAGE  IN  THE 
LIBRARY  BASEMENT 


This  committee  was  elected  under  an  article  affirmatively 
voted  at  the  1954  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  investigate  defective 
drainage  of  the  library  basement  and  to  effect  necessary  improve- 
ments to  correct  the  condition.    The  sum  of  3700  was  voted  for 


Investigation  revealed  that  the  drains  had  frozen  and  the 
broken  tile  stopped  the  normal  run  off  of  surface  water.  Tempor- 
ary arrangements  were  made  to  maintain  heat  in  the  building  and 
prevent  further  damage  in  that  direction. 

The  old  drains  were  repaired  and  a  web  like  system  of  chan- 
nels about  two  feet  deep  with  perforated  tile  at  the  bottom, 
covered  with  crushed  rock  and  capped  with  concrete  at  floor 
level  were  installed.  This  appears  to  be  taking  care  of  moisture 
which  previously  worked  up  through  the  floor  in  several  places. 


this  purpose. 
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The  total  amount  expended  was  3238.84,  leaving  a  balance 
to  be  returned  to  the  treasury  surplus  of  311.16. 

Although  the  committee  is  satisfied  that  the  major  source  of 
trouble  has  been  corrected  it  recommends: 

1.  The  installation  of  drains  along  the  base  of  the 
elevation  to  the  south  and  west  in  order  to  divert 
the  natural  flow  of  the  drainage  away  from  the 
from  the  building  at  an  estimated  cost  of  3235.00 

2.  The  installation  of  an  oil  burner  in  the  present 
heating  plant  to  prevent  further  freezing  of  water 
in  the  basement  and  condensation  in  the  library 
room  at  an  estimated  cost  of  3375.00. 

3.  The  installation  of  eaves  troughs  and  down  spouts 
which  have  been  purchased,  delivered  and  paid 
for  at  an  estimated  installation  cost  of  350.00. 

This  committee  proposes  and  will  endorse  an  article  in  the 
annual  town  meeting  warrant  furthering  these  recommendations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
John  E.  Bond,  Chairman 
Maude  E.  Davenport,  Secretary 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
Anna  M.  Bond 
Benjamin  F.  Bjork 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
R.  G.  Swenson 
J.  H.  WiUiams,  Jr. 


LIB  RARY  IMPROVEMENT  COMMITTEE 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Town  Appropriation  3  700.00 

Labor  &  Materials  3  420.11 

Hired  Equipment  2.90 

Coal  Heater  27.00 

Fuel  15.30 

Janitor  17.00 

Credit  Balance  217.69 


3      700.00    3  700.00 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WAR 
MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE 

This  committee  was  authorized  by  vote  at  the  1954  Annual 
Town  Meeting  to  investigate  and  recommend  a  permanent  mem- 
orial of  veterans  of  World  War  II  and  its  members  were  appoin- 
ted by  the  moderator. 

The  committee  studied  several  designs  employed  in  other 
communities  and  considered  the  suggestions  of  interested  towns 
people.  It  was  the  opionion  of  the  committee  that  veterans  of  all 
wars  should  be  recognized  in  a  single  memorial. 

It  was  immediately  apparent  that  the  town  owned  no  land 
in  a  suitable  location  that  would  be  large  enough  to  serve  this 
purpose. 

This  committee,  therefore,  recommends  that  the  town  meet- 
ing authorize  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
acquisition  of  additional  land  adjacent  to  the  Town  Hall  property 
for  this  purpose.  Although  this  recommendation  implies  a  delay 
in  the  erection  of  the  memorial  it  appears  justified  in  view  of  the 
permanent  and  serious  nature  of  the  subject. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
John  E.  Bond,  Chairman 
Mary  E.  Sibley 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

TOWN  AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

January  17,  1955 

I  have  examined  and  compared  the  reports  of  the  Selectmen, 
Treasurer,  and  Town  Clerk  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1954  and  have  found  them  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Samuel  Murray 
Auditor 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


STATE  AUDITOR 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 
Bureau  of  Accounts 
State  House,  Boston  33 

December  9,  1954 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Mr.  John  H.  WiUiams,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Rowe,  Massachusetts 
Gentlemen: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  town  of  Rowe  for  the  period  from  June  17, 
1952  to  September  28,  1954,  made  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  44,  General  Laws.  This  is  in  the  form  of 
a  report  made  to  me  by  Mr.  William  Schwartz,  Assistant  Di- 
rector of  Accounts. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Herman  B.  Dine 
HBD:GBS  Director  of  Accounts 

Mr.  Herman  B.  Dine 

Director  of  Accounts 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 
State  House,  Boston 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  made  an  audit 
of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  town  of  Rowe  for  the  period 
from  June  17,  1952,  the  date  of  the  previous  examination,  to 
September  28,  1954,  and  submit  the  following  report  thereon: 

The  records  of  financial  transactions  of  the  several  depart- 
ments receiving  or  disbursing  town  funds  or  sending  out  bills 
for  collection  were  examined  and  checked  in  detail. 

Ledger  accounts  were  compiled,  and  a  balance  sheet,  which 
is  appended  to  this  report,  was  prepared  showing  the  financial 
condition  of  the  town  on  September  28,  1954. 
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The  books  and  accounts  of  the  town  treasurer  were  examined 
and  checked  in  detail.  The  receipts,  as  recorded,  were  analyzed 
and  checked  with  the  recards  of  the  departments  making  pay- 
ments to  the  treasurer  and  with  other  sources  from  which  money 
was  paid  into  the  towm  treasury,  while  the  expenditures  were 
compared  with  the  selectmen's  warrants  and  with  the  classified 
record  of  payments.  The  cash  balance  on  September  28,  1954 
was  proved  by  reconciliation  of  the  bank  balance  with  a  state- 
ment received  from  the  depository,  by  exammation  of  the 
savings  bank  books,  and  by  actual  count  of  the  cash  in  the  office. 

The  records  of  payroll  deductions  on  account  of  Federal 
taxes  and  the  county  retirement  system  were  examined  and 
checked,  the  payments  to  the  Director  of  Internal  Revenue 
and  to  the  county  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  balances 
in  the  general  treasury  on  September  28,  1954  were  proved. 

The  tax  title  records  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer  were 
examined.  The  amounts  transferred  from  the  tax  collector's 
accounts  were  checked  and  the  balances  were  listed  and  proved 
and  were  further  verified  by  comparison  with  the  records  at 
the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

The  payments  on  account  of  maturing  debt  and  interest 
were  compared  with  the  amounts  falling  due  during  the  period 
of  the  audit  and  with  the  cancelled  securities  on  file. 

The  savings  bank  books  and  securities  representing  the 
investments  of  the  trust  and  investment  funds  were  examined 
and  listed.  The  income  was  proved  and  the  amounts  withdrawn 
were  compared  with   the  treasurer's  receipts. 

Attention  is  called  to  Sections  23  to  25,  inclusive,  of  Chapter 
44,  General  Laws,  which  provide  for  standard  forms  to  be  used 
and  procedures  to  be  followed  for  the  issue  and  payment  of  town 
notes  as  well  as  to  Section  60,  Chapter  44,  General  Laws,  which 
provides  a  penalty  for  violations  of  these  Statutes.  In  this 
connection  it  was  noted  that,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  these 
Statutes,  a  short  term  loan  of  35,000.00  was  made  by  the  town 
treasurer  by  offering  a  town  savings  bank  book  as  collateral 
security  against  the  loan,  which  loan  was  subsequently  paid  by 
withdrawal  from  a  savings  account  representing  part  of  the 
treasurer's  general  cash. 
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The  books  and  accounts  of  the  tax  collector  were  examined 
and  checked  in  detail.  The  tax  accounts  outstanding  according 
to  the  previous  examination,  and  all  subsequent  committment 
lists  of  poll,  personal  property,  and  real  estate  taxes,  as  well 
as  of  motor  vehicle  and  trailer  excise,  were  audited  and  proved 
with  the  warrants  issued  by  the  board  of  assessors.  The  recorded 
collections  were  checked  in  detail,  the  payments  to  the  treasurer 
were  verified,  the  recorded  abatements  were  compared  with 
the  assessors'  records  of  abatements  granted,  and  the  outstanding 
accounts  were  listed  and  proved. 

The  outstanding  accounts  were  further  verified  by  mailing 
notices  to  a  number  of  persons  whose  nam.es  appeared  on  the 
books  as  owing  money  to  the  town,  and  from  the  replies  received 
it  appears  that  the  accounts,  as  listed,  are  correct. 

Aggregates  of  the  outstanding  tax  and  excise  levies  were 
furnished  the  board  of  assessors  for  the  purpose  of  recommitment 
to  the  newly  appointed  temporary  tax  collector. 

The  receipts  of  the  town  clerk  for  dog  and  sporting  licenses 
were  checked  with  the  licenses  issued.  The  payments  to  the 
State  and  to  the  town  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  cash  on 
hand  September  28,  1954  was  proved  by  actual  count. 

It  is  again  recommended  that  the  town  clerk  make  monthly 
payments  to  the  State  of  money  received  for  sporting  licenses 
in  accordance  with  Section  13,  Chapter  131,  General  Laws. 

The  appropriations  were  listed  from  the  town  clerk's  record 
of  town  meetings  and  the  amounts  voted  were  compared  with 
the  aggregate  appropriations  raised  by  the  assessors  in  the 
computation  of  the  1953  and  1954  tax  rates. 

It  was  noted  that  the  town  had  voted  an  additional  ^200. 00 
to  the  reserve  fund  appropriation  at  a  special  town  meeting 
held  December  27,  1952.  Attention  in  this  connection  is  called 
to  Section  6,  Chapter  40,  General  Laws,  which  states  that  an 
appropriation  for  a  reserve  fund  may  be  voted  only  at  an  annual 
town  meeting. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  town  fix  the  compensation  of 
its  elected  officials  annually  as  required  by  Section  108,  Chapter 
41,  General  Laws. 

The  receipts  of  licenses  issued  by  the  board  of  selectmen 
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were  checked  with  the  record  of  Hcenses  granted,  the  payments 
to  the  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  cash  on  hand  September 
28,  1954  was  proved  by  actual  count. 

The  records  of  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  were 
examined  and  checked.  The  receipts  were  checked  with  the 
record  of  work  done  and  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were 
verified. 

The  records  of  charges  for  accounts  receivable  of  the  bureau 
of  old  age  assistance,  and  the  public  welfare  and  veterans'  services 
departments  were  analyzed.  The  collections,  as  recorded, 
were  compared  with  the  treasurer's  record  of  receipts. 

The  charges  for  the  use  of  town-owned  highway  equipment 
w^ere  checked  with  the  highway  department  payrolls,  the  re- 
corded collections  were  listed,  and  the  payments  to  the  treasurer 
were  verified. 

The  recorded  receipts  of  the  librarian  for  fines  were  checked, 
the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  cash  on 
hand  September  28,  1954  was  proved  by  actual  count. 

In  addition  to  the  balance  sheet,  there  are  appended  to 
this  report  tables  showing  a  reconciliation  of  the  treasurer's 
cash,  summaries  of  the  tax  and  departmental  accounts,  and 
schedules  showing  the  transactions  and  the  condition  of  the 
trust  and  investment  funds. 

While  engaged  in  making  the  audit,  cooperation  was  received 
from  all  town  officials,  for  which,  on  behalf  of  my  assistants  and 
for  myself,  I  wish  to  express  appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
William  Schwartz 
WS:GBS  .  Assistant  Director  of  Accounts 
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TOWN  OF  ROWE 
Balance  Sheet— September  28,  1954 

General  Accounts 

ASSETS 

Cash,  '  $  36,624.60 

Accounts  Receivable: 
Taxes: 

Levy  of  1953: 

Real  Estate,  57.50 
Levy  of  1954: 

Poll  $  6.00 

Personal  Property,  12,010.65 

Real  Estate,  20,899.68 

32,916.33 

Motor  Vehicle  and 

Trailer  Excise: 

Levy  of  1953,  2.00 

Levy  of  1954,  658.81 

660.81 

Tax  Titles,  407.01 

Aid  to  Highways: 

State,  $  16,146.05 

County,  4,250.00 

20,396.05 

Estimated  Receipts  to  be  Collected,  3,992.16 
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LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVE'^ 


State,  County  and  District 

Assessments  1954: 

State  Parks  and  Reservations,  $  88.57 

Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moth  Project,  152.52 

County  Tax,  528.05 

Veterans'  Service  District,  220.00 

Payroll  Deductions: 

Federal  Taxes,  $  380.40 

County  Retirement  System,  46.75 


$  989.14 


427.15 


Overpayment  by  Collector  to  be  Refunded: 

Personal  Property  Taxes  1953,  6.75 

Library  Donations,  12.00 

Trust  Fund  Income: 

Foster  School  Fund,  $  21.15 

Preserved  Smith  Library  Fund,  104.37 
Charles  Wells  Library  Fund,  106.23 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds,  48.24 


Federal  Grants: 

Disability  Assistance: 

Assistance,                                     $  80.76 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

Administration,  49.85 

Aid,  228.24 

Old  Age  Assistance: 

Administration,  71.14 

Assistance,  844.06 
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279.99 


1,274.05 


$  95,054.46 


Deht  Accounts 

Net  Funded  or  Fixed  Debt,  3  5,300.00 


Trust  and  Investment  Accounts 

Trust  and  Investment  Funds: 

Cash  and  Securities,  $  15,107.42 


$  15,107.42 


60 


School  Lunch  Fund, 
Appropriation  Balances: 
General, 

Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriations: 

Road  Machinery  Earnings, 
Reserve  Fund— Overlay  Surplus, 
Overlays  Reserved  for  Abatements: 
Levy  of  1953, 
Levy  of  1954, 

Revenue  Reserved  Until  Collected: 
Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise, 
Tax  Title, 
Aid  to  Highway, 

Surplus  Revenue, 


57.50 
1,988.96 


660.81 
407.01 
20,396.05 


23.20 

29,592.88 

5,459.84 
5,695.97 


2,046.46 


21,463.87 
27,783.16 

$  95,054.46 


Highway  Equipment  Loan, 


$  5,300.00 


Foster  School  Fund, 

Charles  Wells  Library  Fund, 

Preserved  Smith  Library  Fund, 

Library  Gift  Fund, 

Charles  Wells  Cemetery  Fund, 

Abbott  L.  White  Cemetery  Fund, 

Post-War  Rehabilitation  Fund, 


218.17 
500.00 
1,000.00 
152.50 
216.31 
226.99 
12,793.45 


$  15,107.42 
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SUMMARY  OF  TOWN  MEETING 


ACTION  DURING  1954 

ANNUAL  M£^r/iVG— February  1,1954 

Art.  1.  Heard  and  accepted  the  reports  of  the  Town  Officers, 
excepting  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  which  was  tabled 
for  correction  by  audit. 

Art.  2.  Voted  that  all  officers  except  those  on  the  ballot  and  the 
Cemetery  Committeeman  and  the  two  Budget  Commit- 
teemen be  appointed  by  the  Selectmen.  Elected  from  the 
floor  were: 

Cemetery  Committeeman  (3  years)  Ellwsorth  W.  Veber 
Budget  Committeemen  (1  year)  John  E.  Bond 

Myron  A.  Newton 

Art.  3.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  amounts  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Budget  Committee  to  defray  Town 
charges  for  the  ensuing  year. 


Animal  Inspector 

$  50.00 

Meat  Inspector 

25.00 

Board  of  Health 

150.00 

Welfare  District  (Admin.) 

213.00 

Welfare,  OAA 

8,000.00 

Welfare,  Disability  Assist. 

800.00 

Bonds  and  Insurance 

•  2,300.00 

Cemeteries 

250.00 

Contingent 

350.00 

Forest  Fires 

250.00 

Fire  Department  (Maint.) 

350.00 

Fire  Department  (New  Equip.) 

150.00 

Fire  Department  (Water  Holes) 

200.00 

Independence  Day 

100.00 

Gypsy  Moth  Control 

305.04 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  Control 

152.52 

Highways,  Town  Account 

1,000.00 

Highways,  Winter  Roads 

4,500.00 

Highways,  Snow  Fence 

200.00 
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Highways,  Sand  Stockpile 
Library 

Office  Supplies  &  Equipment 
Postage  and  Printing 
Schools 
Street  Lights 
Buildings  and  Grounds 
Officers'  Salaries 
Officers'  Expenses 
Clerical  Assistance 
Veterans'  Benefits 
Reserve  Fund 


13,900.00 


312.00 
200.00 

2,305.00 
150.00 
200.00 
100.00 

1,000.00 


700.00 
340.00 
100.00 
450.00 


Art.  4. 
Art.  5. 

Art.  6. 
Art.  7. 

Art.  8. 

Art.  9. 
Art.  10. 
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Voted  to  authorise  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  the 
revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1954. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  31j600.00 
for  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  81  Highways 
and  in  addition  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the 
sum  of  3II5OOO.OO  to  meet  the  State's  share  of  the  cost. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  33,000.00  to 
meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90 
(Construction)  and  in  addition  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
39,000.00  from  available  funds  to  meet  the  State  and 
County  share  of  the  cost. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  31,250.00  to 
meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90 
(Maintenance)  and  in  addition  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
32,500.00  from  available  funds  to  meet  the  State  and 
County  share  of  the  cost. 

Voted  to  transfer  the  sum  of  35,000.00  from  available 
funds  for  Chapter  90  (Monroe  Hill  Improvement) 
reimbursement  to  be  made  by  the  State. 

Voted  to  authorize  the  Assessors  to  use  32,000.00  from 
available  funds  in  determming  the  Tax  Rate  for  1954. 

Voted  to  transfer  to  the  1954  Machinery  Maintenance 
Account  the  following  sums: 


1953  Machinery  Earnings 

1953  Machinery  Maint.  Balance 


$  5,416.96 
1,895.76 


$  7,312.72 


Art.  11. 
Art.  12. 
Art.  13. 

Art.  14. 
Art.  15. 
Art.  16. 

Art.  17. 
Art.  18. 
Art.  19. 

Art.  20. 
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Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  32,030.00 
for  repayment  of  Loan  No.  59  (Tractor  Loan). 

Voted  to  transfer  the  1953  Civil  Defense  Credit  Bal- 
ance of  372.51  to  the  1954  Civil  Defense  Account. 

Voted  to  allocate  the  sum  of  32,000.00  from  Machin- 
ery Maintenance  Account  and  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
35,300.00  repayable  in  two  years  for  the  purchase  of  a 
Marmon-Herrington  Model  M754  all-wheel-drive  truck. 

Voted  not  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  397.40 
for  payment  of  a  debt  of  a  previous  year  (BrufFee 
Motor  Sales). 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  3350.00  to 
provide  a  Christmas  Bonus  for  the  employees  of  the 
Highway  Department. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  3500.00  and 
to  transfer  3100.00  from  available  funds  to  purchase  and 
install  a  Fire  Alarm  siren.  (3100.00  was  State  reim- 
bursed for  equipment  purchased  in  1953.) 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  3100.00  for 
for  the  Fire  Chief's  salary. 

Voted  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  appoint  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  as  Fire  Chief. 

Voted  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  36,119.39  from  "Sale 
of  Real  Estate  Fund"  and  33,880.61  from  available 
funds  for  Town  Hall  Improvements  as  recommended  by 
the  Town  Hall  Improvement  Committee. 

Voted  to  re-appoint  the  Town  Hall  Improvement  Com- 
mittee and  to  delegate  authority  to  said  Committee  to 
administer  any  funds  appropriated  for  Town  Hall  im- 
provements. 


Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum 
of  3500.00  for  repairs  to  the  Town  Hall  foundation  and 
underpinnings. 

Voted  to  authorize  the  Moderator  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members  to  investigate  and  recommend 
action  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  installation  or  erection 
of  a  permanent  World  War  II  Honor  Roll.  The  Modera- 
tor appointed:  John  E.  Bond,  John  H.  Williams,  Jr.  and 
Mary  E.  Sibley. 

Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum  of 
3700.00  and  to  authorize  the  Library  Trustees  and  the 
Selectmen  to  use  the  money  at  their  descretion  (Water- 
proofing the  Library  basement  or  permanent  heat  sys- 
tem in  the  Library.) 

Voted  to  appoint  a  Committee  of  three  to  work  with 
the  Selectmen  and  Library  Trustees  on  Art.  23.  Ap- 
pointed were:  John  E.  Bond,  Benjamin  F.  Bjork  and 
Robert  G.  Swenson. 

Voted  that  the  question  of  charging  rent  for  the  Town 
Hall  be  placed  on  the  ballot  at  a  future  Town  Meeting 
in  the  form  of  a  referendum. 

Voted  that  the  offices  of  Cemetery  Committee  Member 
for  three  years  and  two  Budget  Committee  members 
for  one  year  be  on  the  ballot  at  future  Town  Meetings. 

SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  May  10,  1954 

Art.  1.     Heard  the  report  of  the  Town  Hall  Improvement 
Committee  as  read  by  John  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

Art.  2.     Voted  to  transfer  the  sum  of  32,500.00  from  available 
funds  to  the  Town  Hall  Improvement  Fund. 

Art.  3.     Voted  to  transfer  the  sum  of  3400.00  from  available 
funds  to  the  1954  Forest  Fire  Account. 


Art.  21. 
Art.  22. 

Art.  23. 
Art.  24. 


65 


BUDGET  COMMITTEE  REPORT 
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25  Officers  Salaries 

2,605.00 

2,470.83 

2,805.00 
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Respectfully  submitted, 
John  H.Williams,  Jr. 
Chandler  C.  Shumway 
John  E.  Bond 
Lilhas  D.  Murray 


•,339.56  $  34,550.12  $  39,106.00 

Myron  A.  Newton 
Gerald  A.Truesdell 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


TOWN  WARRANT 

FRANKLIN,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Rowe,  in  the 

County  of  Franklin. 
GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet 
at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe,  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of 
Febraury  next,  at  10:00  in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  bring 
in  their  votes  by  ballot  for  the  following  officials: 

Clerk  for  one  year 

Treasurer  for  one  year 

Tax  Collector  for  three  years 

Selectman  for  three  years 

Assessor  for  three  years 

Assessor  for  one  year 

School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

Library  Trustee  for  three  years 

Budget  Committeeman  for  one  year 

Budget  Committeeman  for  one  year 

Cemetery  Committeeman  for  three  years 

Cemetery  Committeeman  for  two  years 

Auditor  for  one  year 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year 
For  the  purpose  of  electing  officials  by  ballot  the  polls  will  be 
opened  at  10:00  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at  6:00 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

And  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  further  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  electoins  and  Town  affairs,  to 
meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe  on  Monday  the  seventh  day 
of  February  next,  at  1 1 :30  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there 
to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

ARTICLE  1.  To  act  on  the  report  of  the  Town  Officers 
and  committees. 
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ARTICLE  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Officers  not  elected 
by  ballot  for  the  ensuing  year. 


ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  the 
following  appropriations  as  recommended  by  the  Budget  Com- 
mittee or  take  any  action  thereon: 


$  50.00 

Animal  Inspector 

25.00 

Meat  Inspector 

150.00 

Board  of  Health 

500.00 

General  Relief 

6,000.00 

Welfare,  OAA 

800.00 

Welfare,  DA 

2,300.00 

Bonds  and  Insurance 

750.00 

Cemeteries 

350.00 

Contingent 

250.00 

Forest  Fires 

1,000.00 

Fire  Department 

200.00 

Water  Holes 

200.00 

Gypsy  Moth  Control 

1,000.00 

Highways,  Town  Account 

4,500.00 

Highways,  Winter  Roads 

200.00 

Highways,  Snow-Fence 

700.00 

Highways,  Sandpile 

350.00 

Highway  Dept.,  Vacations 

440.00 

Library 

750.00 

Administration  Expense 

14,530.00 

Schools 

306.00 

Street  Lights 

700.00 

Town  Hall 

2,805.00 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

$   67  Sm  Selectmen 


300.00 
510.00 
250.00 
400.00 
140.00 
100.00 
400.00 
20.00 


School  Committee 

Assessors 

Tax  Collector 


Treasurer 
Town  Clerk 
Fire  Chief 


Selectmen's  Clerk 
Moderator 
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$   5.00  Auditor 
5.00  Sealer 
$    150.00    Town  Officers  Expenses 
100.00    Veterans  Benefits 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the 
fmancial  year  beginning  January  1,  1955,  and  to  issue  a  note  or 
notes  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes 
as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance 
with  Section  17,  Chapter  44,  General  Laws. 

ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated  funds  in 
theTreasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81  Highways;  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

VOTE:  That  the  sum  of  31,600.00  be  raised  and 
appropriated  to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of 
Chapter  81  Highways  and  that,  in  addition,  the  sum 
of  311,000.00  be  transferred  from  available  unappro- 
priated funds  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  State's 
share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  81  Highways;  reimburse- 
ment to  be  made  by  the  State  upon  completion  of 
work. 

ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated  funds  in 
the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Construction;  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

VOTE:  That  the  sum  of  33,000.00  be  raised  and 
appropriated  to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of 
Chapter  90  Construction  and  that,  in  addition,  the 
sum  of  39,000.00  be  transferred  from  available  un- 
appropriated funds  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  State 
and  County  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Construc- 
tion; reimbursement  to  be  made  by  the  State  and 
County  upon  completion  of  work. 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated  funds  in 
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the  treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Highway  Mainten- 
ance; or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

VOTE:    That  the  sum  of  31,250.00  be  raised  and 
appropriated  to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of 
'  Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance  and  that,  in  addi- 

tion, the  sum  of  32,500.00  be  transferred  from  avail- 
able unappropriated  funds  in  the  Treasury  to  meet 
the  State  and  County  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90 
Highway  Maintenance;  reimbursement  to  be  made  by 
the  State  and  County  upon  the  completion  of  work. 

ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  unappropriated  funds  in 
the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  Im- 
provement; or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

VOTE:    That  the  sum  of  35,000.00  be  transferred 
from  available  unappropriated  funds  in  the  Treasury 
to  meet  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  Improve- 
ment; reimbursement  to  be  made  by  the  State  upon 
completion  of  work. 
ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Assessors  to  use,  from  available  unappropriated  funds  in  the 
Treasury,  the  sum  of  32,000.00  in  determining  the  Tax  Rate  for 
1955. 

ARTICLE  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer 
the  1954  Machinery  Earnings  of  37,284.39  to  the  1955  Machin- 
ery Maintenance  Account. 

ARTICLE  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  32,703.00  for  repayment  of  principal  and 
interest  of  Note  No.  60  (truck  loan). 

ARTICLE  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  purchase 
new  equipment  for  the  Highway  Department  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  thereto. 

VOTE:  That  the  sum  of  31,000.00  be  appropriated 
from  Machinery  Maintenance  Account  and  that,  in 
addition,  the  sum  of  33,500.00  be  appropriated  from 
available  unappropriated  funds  in  the  Treasury  for 
the  purchase  of  a  Fordson  Major  Diesel,  Industrial 
tractor  equipped  with  loader  and  road-side  mower. 


ARTICLE  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  ^1,300.00  for  the  purchase  and  installa- 
tion of  "over-head  doors"  for  the  Highway  Department  Garage. 

ARTICLE  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  ^450.00  to  purchase  folding  tables  and 
chairs  for  the  Town  Hall  Dining  Room. 

ARTICLE  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  ^400.00  to  paint  the  exterior  of  the  Town 
Hall. 

ARTICLE  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  dispose  of  (by  sale  to  the  highest  bid- 
der) the  Town  property  which  has  been  deemed  to  be  of  no  fur- 
ther use  in  the  Town  Hall  and  is  now  stored  in  the  Town  Shed; 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  own- 
ership of  the  Fire  Department  Tank  Truck  which  was  purchased 
by  the  Rowe  Volunteer  Firemen's  Association;  or  take  any  ac- 
tion in  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  paint  the  Fire  Station:  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  or 
appopriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  celebration  of  Independence 
Day,  1955 ;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  transfer  from  over- 
lay reserve  the  sum  of  31,000.00  to  the  1955  reserve  Fund;  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  ^16. 61  for  payment  of  a  bill  of  a  previous 
year;  or  take  any  action  m  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  making  improve- 
ments to  the  Town  Libray  as  recommended  in  the  report  of  the 
Library  Improvement  Committee;  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 


the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three  members  to  work  with 
the  Selectmen  in  compiHng  and  recommending  a  set  of  "Town 
By-laws"  which  shall  be  acted  upon  by  the  Town  at  the  next 
annual  meeting;  or  take  any  action  m  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  a  Commitee  to  investigate  and  recommend 
the  purchase  of  land  adjacent  to  the  Town  Hall,  or  elsewhere, 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  War  Memorial;  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  investigate  the  subject  of 
constructing  an  athletic  field  in  the  rear  of  the  Town  Hall,  or 
other  location;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

ARTICLE  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  petition  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  County  of  Franklin,  and  the  Town  of  Charlemont 
to  erect  suitable  guard  rail  along  the  highway  adjacent  to  the 
tracks  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  between  Zoar  Village 
and  Morrison's  Flats,  so-called;  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  27.  To  transact  any  other  business  of  a  lawful 
and  pertinent  nature,  that  may  come  before  this  meeting. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  at- 
tested copies  thereof,  one  at  the  Rowe  Post  Office  and  one  at  the 
Town  Hall  seven  days  at  least  before  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  seventeenth  day  of  January  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  &  fifty  five. 

John  H.Williams,  Jr.    Edward  C.  Henderson    J.  Henry  Stanford 

Selectmen  of  Rowe 

N  0  TI C E  :  This  warrant  appears  as  a  matter  of  information  only  ; 
the  official  meeting  warrant  may  include  alterations  and  additions. 
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COLOPHON 


This  is  probably  its  first  Report  actually  to  be  printed  in  the  Town 
of  Rowe.  The  Cummington  Press,  lately  moved  here,  has  run  off 
each  sheet  by  hand  on  a  Washington  Press,  essentially  the  same 
instrument  used  by  printers  in  Colonial  days.  The  typefaces  are 
Poliphilus  and  Caslon,  set  in  Rowe  by  hand  and  in  North  Adams 
on  the  monotype  of  Elder  Printing  Company.  The  drawings  of 
Rowe's  public  buildings  are  by  Paul  Wightman  Williams. 

Errata:  On  page  17,  the  bonds  itemized  should  be  totaled  in  the 
dexter  column,  ^116.11;  and  under  the  Reserve  Fund,  the  figure 
for  Office  Supplies  and  Equipment  should  be  341.55,  not  341.65, 
and  that  for  the  Credit  Balance  should  be  317.65,  not  316.75. 
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Elected  Town  Officers 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Chairman 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
Edward  C.  Henderson 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1956 


BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

J.  Henry  Stanford,  Chairman 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1958 


BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

Edward  C.  Henderson,  Chairman 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
J.  Henry  Stanford 


Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 


TOWN  CLERK 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell 


Term  expires  1956 


TOWN  TREASURER 

Chandler  C.  Shumway 


Term  expires  1956 


TAX  COLLECTOR 

Nancy  N.  Williams 


Term  expires  1958 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Chandler  C.  Shumway,  Chairman 
Howard  0.  Truesdell 
Clifford  W.  Sibley 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1957 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Anne  G.  Bond,  Chairman 
Florence  E.  Wyland 
Ree  B.  Schuler 


Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1958 
Resigned  December  1955 


MODERATOR 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell 


Term  expires  1956 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

Maude  E.  Davenport,  Chairman 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
Anna  M.  Bond 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1956 


AUDITOR 

Samuel  Murray 


Term  expires  1956 


TREE  WARDEN 

Henry  Sifton 


Term  expires  1956 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 

John  E.  Bond,  Chairman 
Benjamin  F.  Bjork 
Robert  G.  Swenson 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1957 


BUDGET  COMMITTEE 
John  E.  Bond 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
Howard  0.  Truesdell 
Anne  G.  Bond 
Edward  C.  Henderson 


Myron  A.  Newton 
Chandler  C.  Shumway 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
Gerald  A.  Truesdell 
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Appointed  Town  Officers 


ROAD  SUPERINTENDENT 

Raymond  B.  Stevens 


FIRE  CHIEF 

J.  Henry  Stanford 


POLICE  CHIEF 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 


PUBLIC  WELFARE  AGENT 

Phyllis  L.  Heist 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 
Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.N. 


NURSING  COMMITTEE 
Alice  V.  Truesdell,  R.  N. 
Irene  S.  Veber 


Frances  E.  Pierce,  R.N. 

Lucy  J.  Avery 


ANIMAL  AND  MEAT  INSPECTOR 

Frank  A.  Davenport 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Raymond  B.  Stevens 


SUPERINTENDENT,  GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Henry  Sifton 


DOG  OFFICER 

Raymond  B.  Stevens 
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FIRE  WARDEN 

Howard  0.  Truesdell 


DIRECTOR  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Harlan  J.  Desoe 


ADMINISTRATIVE  CLERK 

Nancy  N.  Williams 


MEASURERS  OF  WOOD,  BARK  AND  LUMBER 

Robert  G.  Swenson 
Adelbert  F.  Truesdell 
Frank  A.  Davenport 


FENCE  VIEWERS 
Francis  M.  Jackman 
Newell  E.  Morton 
Richard  E.  Shumway 


FIELD  DRIVERS  AND  POUNDKEEPERS 

Charles  D.  Avery      Samuel  Murray      John  E.  Bond 


SEXTON 
Francis  M.  Jackman 


Jury  List  -  1956 


Kenneth  Soule 
Anne  G.  Bond 


Papermaker 
Housewife 
Mill  Wright 


Paul  R.  Campbell 
Myron  A.  Newton 
G.  Alan  Wyland 


Area  Electric  Representative 


Technician 
Papermaker 


Joseph  J.  Gorczakoski 


Town  Clerk's  Report 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

Date  Name  Parents 

February  19     Sidney  James  Beaver      Daniel  Beaver 

Marion  Hazel  Hurd 

September  16  William  Lloyd  McKenna  William  D.  Mckenna 

Ina  C.  Shippee 

Deaths 

Date  Name  Yrs.    Mos.  Days 

January  14        William  A.  Brown  86       11  3 

September  6  Arthur  Wilfred  Gingras  44  7  22 
September  8      Edward  Daniel  Davenport   91        4  15 


Date 

August  27 


Marriages 

Name 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
Nancy  Ann  Newton 


Residence 

Rowe 
Rowe 


Licenses  Issued 

Dog  Licenses 

23  Male  (O;  $2.00  $  46.00 

3  Female  Cq,  $5.00  15.00 

13  Spayed  Female  @  $2.00  26.00 


$  87.00 

Fees  Retained  (w  $  .20  $  7.80 

Paid  Town  Treasurer  79.20 


$  87.00 
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Sporting  Licenses 

Resident  Hunting  -  19  @  $3.25        $  61.75 

Resident  Fishing  -  7  @  $3.25  22.75 

Resident  Sporting  -  18  @  $5.25  94.50 

Resident  Fishing,  Female  -  4  @  $2.25  9.00 

Resident  Fishing,  Minor  -  2  @  $1.25  2.50 

Non-Resident  Hunting  -  7  @  $15.25  106.75 
Resident  Sporting  -  10  free 


$  297.25 

Fee  Retained  $  12.75 

Paid  Division  of  Fish  &  Game  284.50 


$  297.25 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GERALD  A.  TRUESDELL, 

Town  Clerk 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen 


The  year  1955  has  been  one  of  the  most  eventful  in  all 
of  Rowe's  170  year  history.  In  April  came  the  announce- 
ment that  the  Yankee  Atomic  Electric  Com.pany  intended 
construction  of  a  multi-million  dollar  atomic  power  plant 
within  Rowe's  boundaries.  After  the  initial  excitement  sub- 
sided it  became  apparent  that  this  plant  would  probably  have 
a  tremendous  effect  on  the  local  scene.  The  "By-Laws 
Committe",  which  fortunately  had  been  formed  at  the  last 
annual  meeting,  recognized  its  duty  and  has  presented  to  the 
town  a  comprehensive  set  of  By-Laws  designed  to  foster  an 
orderly  adjustment  to  possible  changes  which  our  community 
might  undergo  as  a  result  of  the  new  plant.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommend  the  adoption  of  these  By-Laws. 

In  December  of  1955  Mr.  Percy  Whiting  Brown  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  author  of  the  "History  of  Rowe"  and  a  longtime 
summer  resident,  presented  to  the  people  of  Rowe  a  475  acre 
tract  of  land  to  be  maintained  as  a  Town  Forest,  Public 
Park  and  Recreation  Area.  This  generous  gift,  including 
Pelham  Lake,  Adams  Mountain  and  the  Mill  Pond,  will  also 
be  a  game  sanctuary.  On  behalf  of  the  Townspeople  of 
Rowe  the  Selectmen  express  our  deepest  appreciation  to  Mr. 
Brown  for  his  loyal  and  sincere  interest  interest  in  Rowe;  its 
past  and  its  future. 

On  March  1,  1955  Mrs.  Jessie  F.  Sibley  retired  after 
serving  almost  18  years  as  Town  Librarian.  The  Select- 
men, on  behalf  of  the  Town,  extend  thanks  for  her  many 
years  of  faithful  service  and  interest  in  the  Rowe  Town 
Library. 

The  Highway  Department  schedule  of  work  was  hindered 
by  the  Floods  of  1955  and  in  October  Rowe  suffered  approxi- 
mately $7,500.00  Flood  Damage.  The  repair  of  this  damage 
has  been  completed  and  it  is  expected  that  Federal  and 
State  Aid  will  reimburse  the  Town  for  such  repair.  The 
1955  Monroe  Hill  Improvement  Project  was  not  completed. 
Work  will  begin  in  the  spring  and  together  with  possible 
additional  State  Aid  it  is  expected  to  complete  at  least  a  V2 
Mile  length  of  road.  The  Leshures  Road  construction  pro- 
ject was  extended  approximately  2,000  feet  in  1955  and  it  is 
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expected  to  extend  approximately  3,000  feet  in  1956.  A 
Special  Road  Fund  of  $3,000.00  permitted  additional  road 
work  which  was  aimed  at  graveling  "Mud  Holes''  on  the  back 
roads.  It  is  expected  that  the  results  of  this  work  will  be 
evident  in  the  spring.  In  line  with  increasing  the  efficiency 
and  effectiveness  of  the  Highway  Department  the  Selectmen 
are  requesting  the  replacement  of  the  FWD  Dump  Truck 
with  a  truck  of  larger  capacity. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  wishes  to  express  its  gratitude 
to  all  Officers,  and  Townspeople  whose  co-operation,  interest 
and  support  has  been  forthcoming  during  the  past  year. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 

Selectmen  ofRowe 
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Town  Expenditures 


MACHINERY  MAINTENANCE 

1954  Machinery  Earnings  $  7,284.39 

Reserve  Fund  21.06 

Superintendent  $  493.20 

Labor  810.41 

Heating  Fuel  Oil  462.90 

Electricity  70.54 

Telephone  131.73 

Building  Repairs  &  Maint.  345.82 

Vehicle  Registration  &  Inspection  18.00 

Chain  Saw  and  Accessories  346.67 

Raincoats  105.75 

New  Tractor  (Balance  from  Sp.  Approp.)  998.00 

New  Sander  396.90 

Small  Tools  and  Equipment  359.68 

Snow  Plows,  Welding,  etc.  48.12 

Motor  Oil,  Grease,  Anti-freeze,  etc.  201.92 

Diesel  Oil  74.62 

Gasoline 

No.  1  Ford  Pick-up  $  192.95 

No.  2  Marmon-Herrington  677.47 

No.  3  FWD  322.53 

No.  4  Oliver  (replaced)  17.32 

No.  7  &  8     Sanders  5.09 

No.  9  Chain  Saw  2.49 


Repairs,  Parts,  etc. 

No.  1    Ford  Pick-up  $  7.09 

No.  2    Marmon-Herrington  450.19 

No.  3    FWD  529.61 

No.  4    Fordson-Major  22.93 

No.  5    Cletrac      *  180.57 

No.  6    Grader  18.00 

No.  8    Sander  2.00 

No.  10    Mower  12.95 


1,217.85 


1,223.34 


$7,305.45  $7,305.45 
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CHAPTER  81  HIGHWAYS 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,600.00 

State  Allotment  11,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  .08 

Superintendent  $  1,140.80 

Labor  4,893.38 

Materials  1,197.93 

Hired  Road  Equipment  2,521.03 

Town  Road  Equipment  2,846.94 


$12,600.08  $12,600.08 


CHAPTER  90  CONSTRUCTION 

Town  Appropriation  $  3,000.00 

State  Allotment  6,000.00 

County  Allotment  3,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  .66 

Superintendent  $  501.60 

Labor  2,106.36 

Materials  1,756.15 

Hired  Road  Equipment  6,409.50 

Town  Road  Equipment  1,227.05 


$12,000.66  $12,000.66 


CHAPTER  90  MONROE  HILL  IMPROVEMENT 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,000.00 

State  Allotment  3,000.00 

Superintendent  $  18.05 

Labor  67.00 

Town  Road  Equipment  49.50 

Credit  Balance  3,865.45 


$4,000.00  $4^000.00 


CHAPTER  90  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,250.00 

State  Allotment  1,250.00 

County  Allotment  1,250.00 

Reserve  Fund  139.15 
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Superintendent  $  208.80 

Labor  1,010.06 

Materials  1,958.88 

Hired  Road  Equipment  160.50 

Town  Road  Equipment  550.91 


$3,889.15  $3,839.15 


HIGHWAYS  TOWN  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  45.09 

Superintendent  $  43.20 

Labor  251.95 

Materials  73.67 

Land  Damages  10.00 

Hired  Road  Equipment  576.27 

Town  Road  Equipment  90.00 


$1,045.09  $1,045.09 

HIGHWAYS  WINTER  ROADS 

Town  Appropriation  $  6,500.00 

Reserve  Fund  352.84 

Deficit  97.97 

Superintendent  $  806.05 

Labor  3,298.03 

Materials  343.60 

Town  Road  Equipment  2,503.13 


$6,950.81  $6,950.81 


HIGHWAYS  FLOOD  DAMAGE  REPAIR 

Emergency  Appropriation  $  7,500.00 

(Sec.  31,  Chapter  44,  G.  L.) 

Superintendent  $  302.40 

Labor  1,230.61 

Materials  336.80 

Hired  Road  Equipment  4,828.63 

Town  Road  Equipment  704.00 

Credit  Balance  97.56 


$7,500.00  $7,500.00 
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HIGHWAYS  -  SPECIAL  REPAIR 

Town  Appropriation  (Sept.  28,  55)     $  3,000.00 


Reserve  Fund  .85 

Superintendent  $  92.80 

Labor  388.10 

Materials  232.00 

Hired  Road  Equipment  2,126.75 

Town  Road  Equipment  161.20 


$3,000.85  $3,000.85 


HIGHWAYS  SANDPILE 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,200.00 

Reserve  Fund  .13 

Superintendent  $  12.00 

Labor  54.38 

Materials  1,041.25 

Town  Road  Equipment  86.25 

Credit  Balance  6.25 


$1,200.13  $1,200.13 


HIGHWAYS  SNOW  FENCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Snow  Fence  $  126.00 

Credit  Balance  74.00 


$200.00  $200.00 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  BONUS 


Town  Appropriation  $  350.00 

R.  B.  Stevens  $  64.00 

H.  O.  Truesdell  54.00 

S.  Murray  52.00 

J.  F.  Knapp  52.00 

R.  L.  Quillinan  48.00 

F.  Sartori  40.00 

J.  Magnago  40.00 


$350.00  $350.00 
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NEW  TRACTOR  PURCHASE 

Town  Appropriation  $  3,500.00 

Dalton  Tractor  Co.  (Fordson-Major)  $  3,500.00 


$3,500.00  $3,500.00 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  -  GARAGE  DOORS 


Town  Appropriation 
Reserve  Fund 
Hiner  Wood  Products 
Labor,  Bjork  &  Swenson 

$  1,300.00 
43.24 

$ 

1,133.84 
204.00 

$1,343.24 

$1,343.24 

EQUIPMENT  DEBT  - 

TRUCK  LOAN 

Town  Appropriation 
Reserve  Fund 
Note  No.  60 
Interest  Note  No.  61 

$  2,703.00 
53.00 

$ 

2,703.00 
53.00 

$2,756.00 

$2,756.00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

EXPE  NDITURES 

Town  Appropriation 
Equipment  Maintenance 
Building  Maintenance 
New  Equipment 
Department  Dues 
Credit  Balance 

$  1,000.00 

$ 

304.49 
56.41 

514.24 
18.00 

106.86 

$1,000.00 

$1,000.00 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT  WATER  HOLES 

Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Expended  $  45.00 

Credit  Balance  155.00 


$200.00  $200.00 


INDEPENDENCE  DAY  CELEBRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $  300.00 

Expended  $  300.00 


FOREST  FIRES 


Town  Appropriation 
Payroll,  Truesdell  Fire 
Credit  Balance 


$300.00 

s 

$300.00 

$  250.00 

$ 

14.40 

235.60 

$250.00  $250.00 


ADMINISTRATION  EXPENDITURES 
ADMINISTRATION 


Town  Appropriation  $  750.00 

Reserve  Fund  74.90 

Selectmen  $  385.72 

Assessors  132.19 

Tax  Collector  62.55 

Treasurer  62.65 

Town  Clerk  18.50 

Telephone  101.74 

Office  Supplies  -  61.55 


$824.90  $824.90 
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CONTINGENT 


Town  Appropriation  $  350.00 

Reserve  Fund  67.70 

Ballot  Clerks  $  25.00 

Census  5.18 

Town  Counsel  162.05 

Police  Department  66.72 

Memorial  Day  Flags  7.00 

Christmas  Decorations  16.85 

Safe  Fixtures  67.40 

Miscellaneous  67.50 


$417.70  $417.70 


BONDS  AND  INSURANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  2,300.00 

Workmens  Compensation  $  299.13 

Auto  Liability  668.07 

Public  Liability  76.13 

Burglary  78.50 

Volunteer  Fire  Dept.  133.00 

Fire  Insurance  270.25 
Bonds 

Town  Clerk  $  5.00 

Tax  Collector  57.75 

Treasurer  38.00 

Conservator  10.00 

110.75 

Credit  Balance  664.17 


$2,300.00  $2,300.00 


TOWN  OFFICERS  SALARIES 

Town  Appropriation  $  2,805.00 
Selectmen 

J.  H.  Williams,  Jr.  $  225.00 

E.  C.  Henderson  225.00 
J.  H.  Stanford  225.00 

School  Committee 

A.  G.  Bond  100.00 

F.  E.  Wyland  91.66 


$  675.00 


20 


R.  B.  Schuler 
L.  D.  Murray 


83.33 
8.33 


283.32 


Assessors 

C.  C.  Shumway 
H.  O.  Truesdell 
C.  W.  Sibley 


170.00 
170.00 
170.00 


510.00 


Tax  Collector 
N.  N.  Williams 
G.  A.  Wyland 


218.75 
31.25 


250.00 


Treasurer 

C.  C.  Shumway  400.00 
Town  Clerk 

G.  A.  Truesdell  140.00 
Administration  Assistant 

N.  N.  Williams  400.00 
Fire  Chief 

J.  H.  Stanford  100.00 
Moderator 

G.  A.  Truesdell  20.00 
Auditor 

S.  Murray  5.00 
Sealer 

R.  B.  Stevens  5.00 
Credit  Balance  16.68 


$2,805.00  $2,805.00 


TOWN  OFFICERS  EXPENSES 


Town  Appropriation 

Selectmen 

Assessors 

Treasurer 

Tax  Collector 

Town  Clerk 

Credit  Balance 


150.00 


86.11 
4.20 
5.50 
2.00 
7.50 

44.69 


$150.00  $150.00 
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Town  Appropriation 
Chapter  90,  Construction 
Chapter  90,  Maintenance 
Chapter  81 

Highways,  Town  Account 

Highways,  Special  Repair 

Winter  Roads 

Highways,  Sandpile 

Tables  and  Chairs,  Town  Hall 

Town  Hall 

Schools 

Library 

Garage,  Overhead  Doors 

Administration 

Contingent 

Machinery  Maintenance 
Equipment  Debt 


FUND 

$  1,000.00 

$  .66 

139.15 
.08 
45.09 
.85 
352.84 
.13 
25.30 
59.98 
.62 
115.40 
43.24 
74.90 
67.70 
21.06 
53.00 


$1,000.00  $1,000.00 


CHARITIES 

WELFARE  DISTRICT  -  ADMINISTRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $  320.00 

Western  Franklin  Welfare  District  $  320.00 


$320.00  $320.00 


WELFARE  -  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  6,000.00 

Special  Meeting,  Nov.  29,  1955  1,500.00 

Federal  Grant  Balance  (1954)  160.99 

Federal  Grants  for  1955  3,713.10 

2  Cancelled  Checks  (Federal  Grant)  41.25 

2  Cancelled  Checks  (Town  Account)  66.35 

13  Cases  $  10,541.39 

Credit  Balance,  Town  Account  525.58 
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Federal  Grant  Balance 

(carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  1956)  414.72 


$11,481.69  $11,481.69 


WELFARE  -  DISABILITY  ASSISTANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  800.00 

Federal  Grant  Balance  (1954)  71.46 
Federal  Grants  for  1955  830.00 
2  Cases  $  1,569.50 

Credit  Balance,  Town  Account  53.27 
Federal  Grant  Balance 

(Carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  1956)  78.69 


$1,791.46  $1,791.46 


WELFARE  -  AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 

Town  Appropriation  $  .00 

Federal  Grant  Balance  (1954)  228.24 
No  cases  $  .00 

Federal  Grant  Balance 

(Carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  1956)  228.24 


$228.24  $228.24 


WELFARE  -  GENERAL  RELIEF 


Town  Appropriation 

$  500.00 

2  Cases 

$ 

89.80 

Credit  Balance 

410.20 

$500.00 

$500.00 

VETERANS' 

BENEFITS 

Town  Appropriation 

$  100.00 

1  Case 

$ 

20.00 

Credit  Balance 

80.00 

$100.00  $100.00 
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VETERANS'  SERVICE  CENTER 

Town  Appropriation  $  245.00 

Western  Franklin  Veterans'  Service  Center         $  245.00 


$245.00 

$245.00 

GENERAL  ACCOUNTS 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Town  Appropriation  3 
Director's  Mileage 
Director's  Expense 
Credit  Balance  carried  forward 
to  January  1,  1956 

5  52.13 

32.20 
4.00 

10. yd 

$  52.13 

$  52  13 

STREET  LIGHTS 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
N.  Berkshire  Electric  Co. 

306.00 

$ 

oUb.UU 

$306.00 

$306  00 

ANIMAL  INSPECTION 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Frank  A.  Davenport,  Inspector 

50.00 

$ 

50.00 

$50.00 

$50.00 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Frank  A.  Davenport,  Inspector 

25.00 

$ 

25.00 

$25.00 

$25.00 
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SCHOOLS 

Town  Appropriation  $  16,030.00 
Reserve  Fund  .62 
Expended  $  16,030.62 


$16,030.62  $16,030.62 

TOWN  HALL 

Town  Appropriation                        $  700.00 

Reserve  Fund  59.98 

Heating  Fuel  Oil  $  285.77 

Cooking  Gas  16.50 

Janitor,  Ada  L.  Knapp  180.00 

Maintenance  (Snow,  lawns,  etc.)  21.00 

Repairs  43.10 

Supplies  47.16 

Electricity  121.92 

New  Equipment  44.53 


$759.98  $759.98 

TOWN  HALL  -  TABLES  AND  CHAIRS 

Town  Appropriation  $  450.00 

Reserve  Fund  25.30 

Tables  (8)                                                    $  192.00 

Chairs  (50)  215.00 

Chair  Truck  39.50 

Freight  28.80 


$475.30  $475.30 

CEMETERIES 

Town  Appropriation                        $  450.00 

Wells  Trust  Fund  Interest  13.66 

James  H.  Williams,  Tractor  &  Operator  $  36.00 

Lee  Hoiby,  Labor  44.30 

Paul  W.  Williams,  Labor  141.00 

Harry  Duncan,  Labor  '  36.00 

John  E.  Bond,  Labor  &  Tractor  '  112.25 

Lime,  Seed,  etc.  45.73 
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Equipment  Purchased 

AO  OO 

(T>  A  no  Cd 

$463.00 

{l)4oo.DO 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
"Well-Child  Clinic" 

150.00 

$ 

72.90 

Town  Dump  (Maint.) 

16.85 

Credit  Balance 

60.25 

$150.00 

$150.00 

GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Town  Appropriation  $ 

200.00 

.00 

Expended 

$ 

Credit  Balance 

zUU.UO 

$200.00 

$200.00 

LIBRARY 

Town  Appropriation  $ 

400.00 

Trust  Funds  Interest 

73.30 

Reserve  Fund 

115.40 

Librarian's  Salary 

$ 

250.00 

Electricity 

12.50 

Heating  Fuel  Oil 

56.80 

Janitor  Service 

50.00 

Lawn  Care 

21.00 

Window  Shades 

57.30 

Supplies,  Repairs,  etc. 

7.82 

Books  Purchased 

83.55 

Magazine  Subscriptions 

49.73 

$588.70  $588.70 


LIBRARY  IMPROVEMENT 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,085.00 

S.  G.  Gould,  Oil  Furnace                                 $  1,020.00 

Credit  Balance  65.00 


$1,085.00  $1,085.00 
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DEBT  OF  A  PREVIOUS  YEAR 

Town  Appropriation  $  16.61 

Enterprise  &  Journal,  (1953)  $  16.61 


$16.61  $16.61 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

Town  Appropriation  $  523.25 

Western  Franklin  Public  Health  Dist.  $  523.25 


$523.25  $523.25 


EMPLOYEES'  RETIREMENT  FUND 

Town  Appropriation  $  651.51 

Employees'  Contributions  854.47 
Franklin  County  Retirement  System  $  1,505.98 


$1,505.98  $1,505.98 


EMPLOYEES'  WITHHOLDING  TAX 

Payroll  Deductions  $  1,944.50 

Director  of  Internal  Revenue  $  1,944.50 


$1,944.50  $1,944.50 


STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES 

State  Treasurer,  Parks  and  Reservations  $  68.61 

State  Treasurer,  Auditing  Town  Accounts  718.68 

County  Treasurer,  County  Tax  3,408.25 

County  Treasurer,  Dog  Licenses  79.20 


$  4,274.74 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  ABATEMENTS 

6  Abatements  for  1954  Tax  $  66.22 

2  Abatements  for  1955  Tax  19.79 


$  86.01 
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REAL  ESTATE  TAX  ABATEMENTS 

One  Abatement  for  1955  Tax                           $  27.00 

POLL  TAX  ABATEMENTS 

One  Abatement  for  1955  Tax                          $  2.00 

COLLECTOR'S  DEMANDS 

Tax  Collector's  Demand  Fees                          $  8.40 

COLECTOR'S  OVERPAYMENT  TO  TREASURER 

G.  Alan  Wyland  (per  State  Audit)                    $  11.60 

WILCAT  BOUNTY 

Norman  A.  Hicks,  Charlemont                        $  10.00 


2B 

Recapitulation 


FUNDS  EXPENDED  1955 


1. 

Machinery  Maintenance 

$  7,305.45 

2. 

Chapter  81  Highways 

12,600.08 

3. 

Chapter  90  Construction 

12,000.66 

4. 

Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  Improvement 

134.55 

5. 

Chapter  90  Maintenance 

3,889.15 

6. 

Highways,  Town  Account 

1,045.09 

7. 

Highways,  Winter  Roads 

6,950.81 

8. 

Highways,  Flood  Damage  Repair 

7,402.44 

9. 

Highways,  Special  Repair 

3,000.85 

10. 

Highways,  Sandpile 

1,193.88 

11. 

Highways,  Snow  Fence 

126  00 

12. 

Highway  Dept.,  Bonus 

350.00 

13. 

New  Tractor  Purchase 

3,500.00 

14. 

Highway  Dept.,  Garage  Doors 

1,343.24 

15. 

Equipment  Del3t,  Truck  Loan 

2,756.00 

16. 

Fire  Department,  General 

893.14 

17. 

Fire  Department,  Water  Holes 

45.00 

18. 

Independence  Day  Celebration 

300.00 

19. 

Forest  Fires 

14.40 

20. 

Administration 

824.90 

21. 

Contingent 

417.70 

22. 

Bonds  and  Insurance 

1,635.83 

23. 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

2,788.32 

24. 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

105.31 

25. 

Welfare  District 

320.00 

26. 

Old  Age  Assistance 

10,541.39 

27. 

Disability  Assistance 

1,569.50 

28. 

General  Relief 

89.80 

29. 

Veterans'  Benefits 

20.00 

30. 

Veterans'  Service  Center 

245.00 

31. 

Civil  Defense 

36.20 

32. 

Street  Lights 

306.00 

33. 

Animal  Inspection 

50.00 

34. 

Meat  Insppection 

25.00 

35. 

Schools 

16,030.62 

36. 

Town  Hall,  Maintenance 

759.98 

37. 

Town  Hall,  Tables  and  Chairs 

475.30 
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38. 

Cemeteries 

463.66 

39. 

Board  of  Health 

89.75 

40. 

Library 

588.70 

41. 

Library  Improvement 

1,020.00 

42. 

Debt  of  a  Previous  Year 

16.61 

43. 

Public  Health  District 

523.25 

44. 

Retirement  Fund,  Town  Share 

651.51 

45. 

Retirement  Fund,  Employees'  Share 

854.47 

46. 

Withholding  Tax,  Payroll  Deductions 

1,944.50 

47. 

State  &  County  Taxes 

4,274.74 

48. 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Abatements 

86.01 

49. 

Real  Estate  Tax  Abatements 

27.00 

50. 

Poll  Tax  Abatements 

2.00 

51. 

Collector's  Demand  Fees 

8.40 

52. 

Collector's  Overpayment 

11.60 

53. 

Wilcat  Bounty 

10.00 

Total  Amount  of  Selectmen's  Warrants  $111,663.79 


30 


Town  Treasurer's  Report 


RECEIPTS 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1955  $  58,015.41 
U.  S.  Grants 

OAA  3,713.10 

Disability  Assistance  830.00 

U.  S.  Gov't  Bonds  -  Series  G,  Interest  250.00 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

OAA  4,162.96 

Disability  Assistance  341.26 

Dept.  of  Ed.  School  Aid,  Chap.  70  1,000.00 

Dept.  of  Ed.,  Transportation  5,149.00 

Reimbursement,  Loss  of  Taxes  138.76 

Income  Tax  2,221.91 

Meal  Tax,  OAA  209.25 

Corp.  Tax,  Business  2,780.40 

Reimbursement,  Forest  Fire  Equip.  50.00 

Animal  Disease  Control  25.00 
Highways 

Chap.  90  Maint.  1954  -  #15240 

Chap.  90  Const.  1954  -  #14989 

Chap.  90  Improve.,  Monroe.  H.  1954  -  #15374 

Chap.  81  Maint.  1954  -  #5932 

Chap.  81  Maint.  1955  -  #6114 

Chap.  90  Maint.  1955  -  #15738 

Chap.  90  Const.  1955  -  #15737 
County  of  Franklin 
Highways 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  1954  -  #15240 

Chapter  90  Construction  1954  -  #14989 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  1955  -  #15738 

Chapter  90  Construction  1955  -  #15737 
Refund,  1954  Dog  License  Receipts 
Wilcat  Bounty  Reimbursement 
Interest  on  Savings  Accounts 
Crocker  Institute  for  Savings  $  131.26 

Conway  Savings  Bank  300.00 

Franklin  Savings  Institute  150.00 


1,250.00 
6,000.00 
5,000.00 
3,117.92 
2,808.90 
1,250.00 
5,998.58 


1,250.00 
3,000.00 
1,250.00 
2,999.29 
81.08 
10.00 
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Ware  Co-operative  Savings  Bank  120.00 
Worcester  Federal  Savings  Bank  299.99 

1,001.25 

Preserved  Smith  Library  Fund  Interest  40.00 

Charles  Wells  Library  Fund  Interest  15.00 

City  of  New  Bedford  -  OAA  Reimbursement  218.08 

Town  of  Charlemont  -  OAA  Reimbursement  204.83 

W.  Franklin  Wei.  Dist.  -  OAA  Cancelled  Creeks  95.90 

W.  Franklin  Wei.  Dist.  -  Fed.  OAA  Cancellel  Checks  170.68 

W.  Franklin  Welfare  Dist.  -  Postage  14.08 
Selectmen 

Sale  of  Town  Property  107.80 

Peddlers  License  3.00 

Camp  Permit  .50 

Pistol  Permits  (3)  1.50 

Rent  of  Town  Hall  15.00 
Fire  Chief 

Permits  -  Installation  of  Oil  Burners  (4)  2.00 

Permits  -  Storing  Oil  (5)  2.50 

Permit  -  Blasting  (2)  1.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures  -  Fees  2.50 

Rowe  Grange  #167  -  Use  of  Town  Hall  60.00 

Rowe  Community  Club  -  Use  of  Town  Hall  42.00 

Librarian  -  Fines  $14.52,  Post  Cards  $.20  14.72 

Floyd  Veber  -  Rent  of  Town  Farm  Pasture  2.00 

Town  Clerk  -  Dog  License  Receipts  79.20 

Interest  on  School  Lunch  Fund  1.11 
Machinery  Earnings 

Chapter  90  Construction  $  1,227.05 

Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  49.50 
Chapter  90  Maintenance  550.91 
Chapter  81  Maintenance  2,846.94 
Town  Account  90.00 
Winter  Roads  2,503.13 
Sand  Pile  86.25 
Special  Repair  161.20 
Flood  Damage  Repair  704.00 
Town  of  Monroe  18.00 
Sale  of  Garage  Doors  50.00 

8,286.98 

Town  Employees  -  Tax  Deductions  1,944.50 

Town  Employees  -  Retirement  Deductions  854.47 
Tax  Collector 

1953  M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise  Taxes  2.00 
1953  Interest  on  Taxes  .19 
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1953  Charges  &  Fees 

.35 

1954  Poll  Taxes 

4.00 

1954  Personal  Property  Taxes 

116.22 

1954  Real  Estate  Taxes 

891.32 

1954  M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise  Taxes 

412.43 

1954  Interest  on  Taxes 

13.93 

1954  Charges  &  Fees 

5.95 

1955  Poll  Taxes 

104.00 

1955  Personal  Property  Taxes 

12,475.13 

1955  Real  Estate  Taxes 

23,007.88 

1955  M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise  Taxes 

1,074.88 

1955  Interest  on  Taxes 

.42 

1955  Charges  &  Fees 

1.05 

38,109.75 

Previous  Tax  Collector 

31.84 

Previous  Tax  Collector  -  per  State  Audit 

70.13 

Total  Receipts 

$  164,295.14 

EXPENDED 

Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill 

134.55 

Chapter  90  Construction 

$ 

12,000.66 

Chapter  90  Maintenance 

3,889.15 

Chapter  81  Maintenance 

12,600.08 

Flood  Damage  Repair 

7,402.44 

Special  Repair 

3,000.85 

Town  Account 

1,045.09 

Winter  Roads 

6,950.81 

Sand  Pile 

1,193.88 

Snow  Fence 

126.00 

Welfare 

OAA  Town  Account 

7,040.77 

OAA  U.  S.  Grants 

3,500.62 

DA  Town  Account 

746.73 

DA  U.  S.  Grants 

822.77 

General  Relief 

89.80 

District  Administration 

320.00 

Health  District  Administration 

523.25 

Board  of  Health 

89.75 

Towards  Purchase  of  New  Tractor 

3,500.00 

Town  Hall  -  Tables  &  Chairs 

475.30 

Bonds  and  Insurance 

1,635.83 

Post  War  Rehabilitation  Fund 

250.00 
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Library 

515.40 

Library  -  Special  Approp. 

1,020.00 

Forest  Fires                                     :;  ■ 

14.40 

Fire  Department  -  Maintenance 

893.14 

Fire  Department  -  Water  Holes 

45.00 

Independence  Day 

300.00 

Street  Lights 

303.00 

Town  Hall  -  Maintenance 

759.98 

Civil  Defense 

36.20 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

2,788.32 

Town  Officers'  Expense 

105.31 

Schools 

16,030.62 

Administration 

824.90 

Cemeteries 

450.00 

Wells  Cemetery  Trust  Fund 
Veterans'  Service  Center 

13.66 

245.00 

State  Taxes 

787.29 

County  Taxes 

3,408.25 

Dog  License  Receipts  to  County 

79.20 

Animal  Inspection 

50.00 

Meat  Inspection 

25.00 

Contingent  Account 

417.70 

M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise  Abatements 

86.01 

Real  Estate  Tax  Abatements 

27.00 

Poll  Tax  Abatements 

2.00 

Tax  Refunds 

20.00 

Machinery  Maintenance 

7.305.45 

Soldiers'  Benefits 

20.00 

Tractor  Note 

2,756.00 

Bill  of  Previous  Year 

16.61 

Highway  Department  -  Vacation  Pay 

350.00 

v^ULlllLj    Ui    1  1  dlllVilll  XtCLlldllCllL  Oj'o.       XvUWc  ollcii  C 

Wild  Cat  Bounty 

10.00 

Machinery  Account  -  Sale  of  Doors 

50.00 

T  iHttitx/  T'niQf  TT'iinHQ 

Highway  Dept.  Garage  -  Overhead  Doors 

1  o.ou 

1,343.24 

Director  of  Internal  Revenue  -  W.  H.  Taxes 

1,944.50 

Franklin  County  Retirement  Sys.  -  Deductions 

854.47 

Total  Amount  Expended  $ 

111,963.79 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1955 

52,331.35 

$ 

164,295.14 
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TAX  ABATEMENTS  ISSUED  IN  1955 

Year  of  Tax      Tax  No.  of  Abatements  Amount 


1954  M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise 

1955  Poll 

1955  Personal  Property 

1955  Real  Estate 

1955  M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise 


3  $  19.82 

1  2.00 

2  13.50 

4  122.85 
9  112.97 


TAX  TITLES  HELD  BY  THE  TREASURER 

Property  Taxes  &  Costs      1955  Total 

Assessed  to:  Previous  Years     Taxes  Amount 

James  A.  &  Adora  Galbraith  $  172.82  $  32.94  $  205.76 
Arthur  W.  Farrington  63.82       13.50  77.32 

Elmer  J.  &  Lucy  J.  Smith  291.79       79.65  371.44 


WAGES  PAID  TO  HIGHWAY  EMPLOYEES  -  1955 


Raymond  B.  Stevens 

$  3,667.45 

Howard  0.  Truesdell 

3,086.76 

Samuel  Murray 

2,786.80 

John  F.  Knapp 

2,874.85 

Ralph  L.  Quillinan 

2,604.15 

Joseph  Magnago 

1,438.00 

Frank  Sartori 

1,370.20 

Alesio  Passardi 

115.20 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY 
Town  Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF 
TRUST  FUNDS 

As  treasurer  ex-officio  of  the  Trust  Funds  belonging  to 
the  Town,  the  undersigned  submits  the  following  statements, 
showing  the  receipts  and  payments  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
December  31,  1955;  together  with  the  balances  on  that  date. 

Preserved  Smith  Library  Fund — 

$1000.00  Gold  Bond,  pays  $40.00  per  year  to  Treasurer 

Received  in  1955  -  $40.00 
Charles  Wells  Library  Fund — 

Principal  -  $500.00 

Received  in  1955  -  $15.00;  paid  to  Town  Treasurer 
$15.00;  Balance  -  $500.00 
Rowe  Library  Gift  Fund — 
Balance  -  1/1/55  -  $167.06 
Received  in  1955  -  $5.05;  Balance  -  $172.11 

From  the  above  three  funds  there  was  in  1955,  an 
accumulation  in  the  Town  Treasury  of  $295.10  of  which 
Library  Trustees  authorized  expended  $73.30  leaving  a  bal- 
ance in  the  Town  Treasury  of  $221.80. 

Abbott  L.  White  Cemetery  Fund — 

Balance  -  1/1/55  -  $233.83 

Received  in  1955  -  $7.06;  Balance  -  $240.89 
Rowe  Cemetery  Wells  Fund — 

Balance  -  1/1/55  -  $222.84 

Received  in  1955  -  $6.72;  Paid  out  -  $13.66; 

Balance  -  $215.90 
Foster  Donation  (School)  Fund — 

Balance  -  1/1/55  -  $230.98 

Received  in  1955  -  $6.96;  Balance  -  $237.94 
Post-War  Rehabilitation  Fund — 

Balance  -  1/1/55  -  $2,834.72 

Received  from  Town  Treasurer,  1955  -  $250.00; 

Interest  $89.75;  Balance  $3,174.47 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY 
Treasurer 
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Tax  Collector's  Report 


TAXES  OUTSTANDING  ■  DECEMBER  31,  1955 

1954  Taxes  Uncollected: 

Poll  Taxes  $  2.00 

Personal  Taxes  46.44 

Real  Estate  174.20 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes  20.32 


$  242.96 


1955  Taxes  Uncollected: 

Poll  Taxes  $  14.00 

Personal  Taxes  84.51 

Real  Estate  Taxes  1,088.37 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes  407.60 


$  1,594.48 


Respectfully  submitted, 
NANCY  N.  WILLIAMS 


Tax  Collector 
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Assessors' 


Report 


Number  of  Polls  Assessed 
Number  of  Horses  Assessed 
Number  of  Cows  Assessed 
Number  of  Yearling  Heifers  Assessed 
Number  of  2  Year-old  Heifers  Assessed 
Number  of  Sheep  and  Goats  Assessed 
Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Assessed 
Number  of  Arces  of  Land  Assessed 
Value  of  Personal  Property  Assessed 
Value  of  Real  Estate  Assessed 
Total  Assessed  Valuation 
1955  Tax  Rate  per  $1,000  Valuation 


15,304 
$234,631.00 
$460,772.00 
$695,403.00 

$54.00 


60 
25 
57 
16 
3 
11 
164 


The  Assessors  believe  the  following  expenses  should  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Taxpayer.  They  are  re- 
curring yearly  expenses;  and  are  so-called  hidden  taxes, 
which  the  assessors  raise  when  computing  your  tax  rate. 

The  list  follows: 

W.  Franklin  Welfare  District,  Rowe  Share        $  368.00 

W.  Franklin  Health  District,  Rowe  Share  528.00 

W.  Franklin  Veterans'  Service  Center,  Rowe  Share  260.00 

Franklin  County  Retirement  System,  Rowe  Share  1,296.10 


In  addition  there  will  be  County  of  Franklin  Tax;  over 
$3000.00;  plus  approximately  $1,000.00  State  Taxes. 


Total 


$  2,452.10 


Respectfully  submitted. 


CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY 
CLIFFORD  W.  SIBLEY 
HOWARD  0.  TRUESDELL 


Assessors  of  Rowe 
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Town  Auditor's  Report 


January  16,  1956 

I  have  examined  and  compared  the  reports  of  the 
Selectmen,  Treasurer  and  Town  Clerk  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1955  and  have  found  them  correct. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  MURRAY 
Town  Auditor 
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Report  of  the  Fire  Department 


The  Rowe  Volunteer  Fire  Department  responded  to 
seven  calls  in  1955.  These  calls  are  broken  down  as  follows: 
four  chimney  fires,  one  brush  fire,  one  sawmill  fire,  one  over- 
heated motor.  The  Townspeople  are  to  be  commended  for 
their  interest  in  fire  prevention  as  is  evidenced  by  the  small 
number  of  calls  for  the  year. 

The  Department  aided  several  homeowners  after  the 
October  Flood  by  pumping  out  flooded  cellars.  Due  to  the 
floods  only  one  water-hole  was  constructed  this  year.  It  is 
planned  that  work  on  this  necessary  project  may  continue 
in  1956. 

The  Volunteer  Firemen's  Association  again  sponsored  a 
successful  Independence  Day  Celebration  which  was  high- 
lighted by  the  display  of  fireworks.  The  Association  plans 
to  again  sponsor  the  Celebration  in  1956. 

In  August  of  1956,  when  the  dial  telephone  system  goes 
into  operation,  a  new  procedure  for  "Reporting  a  Fire"  will 
go  into  effect.  By  dialing  a  special  Fire  Phone  number  at 
least  four  locations  will  be  alerted  and  the  Fire  Equipment 
should  be  able  to  respond  several  minutes  sooner. 

On  behalf  of  the  Department  I  want  to  express  our 
appreciation  to  the  Townspeople  for  their  co-operation  and 
support  during  1955.  I  also  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to 
the  men  of  the  Rowe  Volunteer  Firemen's  Association  for 
their  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  and  loyalty. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
Fire  Chief 
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Report  of  Cemetery  Committee 


The  Cemetery  Committee  are  pleased  to  report  great 
improvement  in  the  appearance  of  both  the  North  and  West 
Cemeteries  and  in  the  latter  cemetery  permanent  improve- 
ments that  not  only  add  to  the  appearance  but  will  contribute 
substantially  to  the  ease  of  it's  maintenance.  The  problem 
of  cemetery  work  is  always  one  of  availability  of  labor,  and  it 
was  because  workmen  could  be  secured  within  the  past  year 
that  so  much  was  accomplished.  The  prospect  in  1956  in 
this  respect  is  encouraging  and  the  committee  views  the 
future  of  our  cemeteries  optimistically.  The  Committee 
asks  an  appropriation  of  $450  for  maintenance  of  both 
cemeteries  and  continued  permanent  work  in  the  West 
Cemetery. 

The  Committee  further  requests  an  appropriation  of 
$400  for  the  construction  in  the  West  Cemetery  of  a  small 
building  to  house  tools,  fertilizer  and  other  supplies.  This 
facility  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  cemetery  property 
and  greater  efficiency  in  the  work. 

Expenditures  in  1955: 

Cemetery  Maintenance  $  271.53 

Permanent  Improvement  143.75 
Tools  48.38 


$  463.66 


Total  Expenditures 

Appropriation,  Town  Meeting 
From  Wells  Cemetery  Fund 


$  450.00 
13.66 


Total  Allocated 


$  463.66 


Respectfully  submitted, 


JOHN  E.  BOND,  Chairman 
BENJAMIN  F.  BJORK 
ROBERT  G.  SWENSON 
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Rowe  Town  Library  -  1955 


Books  circulated 
Magazines  circulated 
Books  purchased 
Books  given 
Books  added  to  circ. 
Fines  collected 
Sale  of  Post  cards 


$14.95 
.20 


1,705 


348 
31 
56 
87 


After  many  years  of  service,  Mrs.  Emory  B.  Sibley  re- 
tired from  her  duties  as  Rowe  Town  Librarian  on  March  1, 
1955.  Mrs.  Raymond  B.  Stevens  was  appointed  to  succeed 
her  as  librarian. 

Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  for  gifts  of  books 
and  magazines  to  Miss  Emma  Blizzard,  Miss  Bertha  Chapin, 
Miss  Ruth  Hamblin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Henderson, 
Miss  Edith  Kloetzle,  Mr.  Arthur  P.  Rugg,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Maude 
Van  Alstine,  Mrs.  Clifford  E.  White  and  The  Cummington 
Press. 

Appreciation  is  expressed  to  Mr.  Charles  de  Grasse, 
Regional  Librarian,  and  his  assistants  of  the  State  Regional 
Library  Center  in  Greenfield  for  their  aid  in  securing  reques- 
ted books  and  help  in  cataloging 

The  installation  of  an  automatic  oil  burner  and  the 
addition  of  new  window  shades  has  greatly  improved  the 
library  building. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

DOROTHY  N.  STEVENS 
Rowe  Town  Librarian 


BOOKS  PURCHASED 


Adams,  Andy 


Log  of  a  cowboy  (rep.) 
Miss  Bishop  (rep.) 
Awhite  bird  flying  (rep.) 
Rumble  of  a  ristant  drum 


Aldrich,  Bess  Streeter 
Aldrich,  Bess  Streeter 
Akeley,  Mary  L.  Jobe 
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Buck,  Margaret  W.  .  In  ponds  and  streams 

Clark,  A.  N.  .       Blue  canyon  horse 

Darling,  Louis  Greenhead 

Du  Jardin,  Rosamunde  Double  date 

Ellsworth,  Lyman  Guys  on  ice 

Farley,  Walter  The  blood  bay  colt 

Fletcher,  Inglis  The  Scotswoman 

George,  John  &  Jean  Bubo,  the  great  horned  owl 

Kieran,  John  An  introduction  to  birds 

Langstaff,  John  Frog  went  a-courtin' 

Martini,  Helen  My  zoo  family 

Mclnnis,  Helen  Pray  for  a  brave  heart 

Meador,  Stephen  The  buckboard  stranger 

Ogilvie,  Elizabeth  Whistle  for  a  wind 

Peale,  Norman  Vincent  The  power  of  positive  thinking 

Perkins,  Marlin  Marlin  Perkin's  zoo  parade 
Pough,  F.  H.                  Field  guide  to  rocks  and  minerals 

Priestley,  J.  B.  The  other  place 

Richardson,  Evelyn  We  bought  an  island 

Ritter,  Christine  A  woman  in  the  polar  night 

Saunders,  John  R.  The  world  of  natural  history 

Schwartz,  Julius  Through  the  magnifying  glass 

Slaughter,  Frank  The  healer 

Smith,  Mary  P.  Wells  Boys  of  the  border  (rep.) 
Snow,  Edward  Rowe      Mysteries  and  adventures  along  the 

atlantic  coast 

Vining,  Elizabeth  Grey  Windows  for  the  crown  prince 

Wibberley,  Leonard  Deadmen's  cave 


GIFTS 


Adams,  Samuel  Hopkins 
Beaty,  David 
Bonner,  Paul  H. 
Bromfield,  Louis 
Cain,  James 
Colles,  Manning 
Deasy,  Mary 
Dickens,  Charles 
Dickens,  Charles 
Dostoevsky,  Fyodor 
Du  Maurier,  Daphne 
Fergusson,  Harvey 
Fisher,  Dorothy  Canfield 


Bannar  by  the  wayside 
The  four  winds 
Excelsior 
Colorado 
Three  of  a  kind 
Without  lawful  authority 
The  Corioli  affair 
Bleak  house  (rep.) 
David  Copperfield  (rep.) 
Crime  and  punishment 
My  cousin  Rachel 
The  conquest  of  Don  Pedro 
Vermont  tradition 
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Fitz-Simons,  Foster 
Fowler,  Helen 
Franklin,  Rose 
Gardner,  Erie  Stanley 
Graham,  Winston 
Harmon,  George  C. 
Haycox,  Ernest 
Hemingway,  Ernest 
Houston,  Margaret  Bell 
Irwin,  Margaret 
Karmel,  Hona 
Kendrick,  B. 
Kipling,  Rudyard 
Landon,  Margaret 
Lea,  Tom 
Lee,  Edna 
Lipsky,  Eleazer 
Lockwood,  Sarah 
Maas,  Edgar 
Marshall,  Edison 
Masur,  Harold 
McClintock,  M. 
Moberg,  Vilhelm 
Neill,  Robert 
Noble,  Hollister 
O'brien,  Kate 
Palmer,  Stuart 
Pinchot,  Ben  &  Ann 
Post,  Mary  B. 
Rinehart,  Mary  Roberts 

Shirer,  William  L. 
Shute,  Nevil 
Skinner  and  Kimbrough 
Smith,  Dodie 
Steinbeck,  John 
Stendhal 
Tolstoy,  Leo 
Ullman,  James  R. 
Vail,  Margaret 
Viertel,  Joseph 
Wellman,  Paul 


Bright  leaf 
The  intruder 
Another  Claudia 
Case  of  the  green-eyed  sister 
Fortune  is  a  woman 
Death  at  the  isthmus 
The  adventurers 
Across  the  river  and  into  the  trees 

Yonder 
Captive  princess 
Stephania 
Flames  of  time 
Maugham's  choice  of  Kipling's  best 
Never  dies  the  dream 
The  wonderful  country 
The  web  of  days 
Lincoln  McKeever 
The  man  from  Mesabl 
The  Queen's  physician 
Yankee  pasha 
The  big  money 
Nobel  prize  treasury 
Unto  a  good  land 
Traitor's  moon 
One  way  to  Eldorado 
The  last  of  summer 
Cold  poison 
Hear  this  woman 
Annie  Jordan 
The  frightener  wife  and  other 
murder  stories 
Midcentury  journey 
The  far  country 
Our  hearts  were  young  and  gay 
I  capture  the  castle 
Short  novels  of  John  Steinbeck 
The  red  and  the  black 
War  and  peace  (abridged  edition) 
Windom's  way 
Yours  is  the  earth 
The  last  temptation 
The  iron  mistress 


Reader's  Digest  Condensed  Books  —  8  volumes 
Arthur  Prentice  Rugg  —  A  memorial 
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Report  of  the 
War  Memorial  Committee 


The  War  Memorial  Committee  recommends  to  the  towns- 
people  that  a  new  "Honor-Roll"  be  purchased  and  a  tem- 
porary installation  be  made  on  the  Town  Library  grounds. 
The  Committee  feels  that  a  temporary  location  is  desirable 
at  this  time. 

A  bronze  plaque,  suitably  inscribed  and  including  the 
names  of  Rowe's  Veterans  of  all  major  wars — beginning 
with  the  Revolution,  is  the  initial  aim  of  this  committee. 
Such  a  plaque  will  cost  approximately  $450.00.  After  a 
permanent  location  for  the  memorial  is  chosen  this  tablet 
may  then  be  attached  to  a  stone  or  marble  monument  and 
serve  as  a  fitting  and  lasting  tribute  to  ALL  our  veterans. 

This  Committee  investigated  the  Athletic  Field  question 
which  was  referred  to  it  at  the  last  annual  meeting.  It  was 
determined  that  the  present  field  opposite  the  Fire  Station, 
while  presenting  limitations,  could  be  considerably  improv- 
ed. This  basic  improvement  would  consist  of  filling  and 
levelling  the  Eastern  end  of  the  field.  The  Committee 
recommends  that  the  sum  of  $500.00  be  appropriated  for 
this  work.  This  Committee  further  recommends  that  the 
Town  request  the  Volunteer  Firemen's  Association  to  super- 
vise this  project  and  to  assume  responsibility  for  mainte- 
nance of  the  area. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  E.  BOND 

MARY  E.  SIBLEY 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
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Veterans'  Service  Center  Report 


For  the  year  1955  our  records  at  the  Western  Franklm 
Veterans'  Service  Center  show  a  total  of  846  persons  given 
assistance,  among  them  thirty  eight  registered  for  Selective 
Service  and  thirty-two  applications  for  Medical  and  Hospil^al 
care.  Photostatic  work  has  been  done  every  Tuesday,  with 
a  total  of  1200  prints  made  during  the  year. 

The  benefits  applied  for  under  Chapter  115,  General 
Laws  as  amended  have  increased.  In  this  department  we 
have  had  thirty-six  applications  for  Veterans'  Benefits  and 
now  have  twenty-two  active  cases.  A  total  of  $19,879.75  was 
administered  for  the  District  Towns  concerned,  which  pro- 
vides maintenance  for  the  Applicant  and  family  with  medical 
and  hospital  care  as  needed. 

Our  files  now  contain  records  of  1589  Veterans,  of  whom 
264  are  from  the  Korean  War.  Nearly  all  of  our  case 
histories  have  been  completed,  with  the  help  of  clerical  assist- 
ance which  started  in  August.  Work  on  the  permanent 
copies  of  the  Veterans'  Service  Records  has  also  been  started. 

The  continued  cooperation  of  the  District  Committemen 
has  been  encouraging  and  most  helpful  in  difficult  cases.  The 
advice  and  assistance  from  the  Veterans  Administration 
Contact  Representative,  Mr.  Edward  A.  O'Neil  has  also  been 
much  appreciated  in  our  Service  work. 

The  cost  of  operating  the  Veterans'  Service  and  Vet- 
errans'  Benefits  Department  during  the  past  year  was 
$14,806.99.  The  budget  set  up  by  the  Committee  for  1956 
and  certified  to  the  Town  Treasurers  is  $5200. 


ROBERT  E.  SCOTT 
Director  and  Veterans'  Agent 
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Western  Franklin 
Public   Health  District 


CHAIRMEN'S  REPORT 


OFFICERS 


Chairman 
Vice  Chairman 


Philip  L.  Stiles 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
Anne  G.  Bond 
Mary  L.  Carpenter 


Secretary 
Treasurer 


Continuation  of  the  Dental  Care  Program  this  year,  has 
been  a  valuable  and  satisfactory  project. 

A  total  of  64  children  received  their  polio  vaccine  shots, 
during  the  season,  administered  by  Dr.  Galbo  and  Miss 
Morehouse. 

One  hundred  fifty-six  pre-school  children  from  the  dis- 
trict attended  the  annual  Well  Child  Conference  held  in 
Hawleymont  Regional  School  in  July,  with  Dr.  Low,  also  a 
dental  hygienist  and  a  nutritionist,  as  consultants. 

Vitamin  capsules  were  distributed  at  replacement  cost, 
to  the  children,  as  has  been  customary  for  a  number  of  years. 

Various  organizations  have  been  most  helpful  and 
generous  with  their  gifts  and  financial  assistance.  We 
appreciate  their  kindness. 

Miss  Dorothy  Morehouse  has  won  our  admiration  and 
respect  for  her  conscientious  service,  and  we  owe  her  our 
gratitude  for  making  this  a  successful  year  for  our  Health 
District. 


FOLLOWING  IS  THE  1956  BUDGET: 

Nurse's  Salary  $3,475.00 

Mileage  550.00 

Supplies  '  150.00 

Telephone  150.00 
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Rent  300.00 
Treasurer's  Salary  100.00 


$4,725.00 

From  cash  in  treasury  325.00 


$4,400.00 


EACH  TOWN  SHARE 

Charlemont  —  51%  $2,244.00 

Heath  —  20%  880.00 

Hawley  —  17%  748.00 

Rowe  —  12%  528.00 


-$  4,400.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 


PHILIP  L.  STILES, 

Chairman 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Receipts: 

Balance  brought  forward  Jan.  1,  1955  $  880.68 

Town  of  Charlemont                     $  2,133.25 

Town  of  Heath  764.75 

Town  of  Hawley  603.75 

Town  of  Rowe  523.25 

Capsules  99.00 

Nurse's  Fees  collected  253.00 

Withholding  Tax  collected  476.40 
E.  Hawley  Parent  Teachers,  dental  gift  10.00 


Receipts  $  4,863.40 


Total  $  5,744.08 

Disbursements: 

Nurse's  Salary  $  3,300.00 
Nurse's  Mileage  534.32 
Telephone  100.68 
Supplies  155.38 
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Dental  Program  210.00 

Capsules  v     :  67.65 

Treasurer's  Bond  '  5.00 

Bank  Checks  3.21 

Office  Rent                          .  :  r  300.00 

Treasurer's  Salary  75.00 

Withholding  Tax  deducted  476.40 


$  5,227.64 

Balance  carried  forward  to  1956  $  516.44 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  L.  CARPENTER 
Treasurer 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  AND  DISTRICT  NURSE 

The  Western  Franklin  Public  Health  District  has  served 
the  towns  of  Charlemont,  Hawley,  Heath  and  Rowe  in  a 
generalized  public  health  nursing  program. 

Nursing  activities  have  been  of  a  great  variety.  Except 
on  an  emergency,  all  visits  were  made  under  the  family 
doctor's  orders. 

School  nursing  is  a  very  important  part  of  the  program. 
In  the  school  physical  examinations,  by  Dr.  S.  J.  Galbo  for 
Charlemont,  Hawley  and  Rowe  and  Dr.  H.  E.  Oxman  for 
Heath,  weak  arches  and  dental  caries  were  the  outstanding 
defects. 

Vision  tests  found  but  few  pupils  needing  attention  by  an 
eye  specialist.  As  with  all  reportable  defects,  slips  went 
home  to  notify  parents  of  the  need  for  attention.  Most  of 
these  cases  have  been  cared  for. 

Hearing  tests  were  given  by  Mrs.  Beda  Langevin. 
Eight  children  were  found  to  have  a  hearing  loss  but  none 
severe  enough  to  be  handicapped.  Many  pupils  had  heavy 
colds  and  some  developed  ear  aches.     Without  medical 
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attention,  a  neglected  ear  infection  could  lead  to  a  chronic 
condition  and  a  permanent  hearing  loss.  Pupils  wha  have 
difficulty  in  speaking  distinctly  have  received  much  help 
through  speech  defect  classes  taught  by  Mrs.  Langevin. 

There  were  30,000  vitamin  A.  &  D.  capsules  purchased 
by  the  District  last  fall.  School  children  bought  them  at 
nonprofit  rates.  In  winter,  they  do  help  toward  better 
health.  During  the  season  of  colds,  may  I  say  in  a  kindly 
way,  that  if  children  with  colds  were  not  sent  to  school  it 
would  greatly  check  the  epidemic. 

All  pupils  were  weighed  and  measured  -  a  guide  to  year 
around  health.  They  are  watched  for  suspicious  communic- 
able conditions  by  the  teachers  and  the  nurse,  that  might 
spread  to  others. 

The  schools  had  many  cases  of  german  measles  and  in  all 
schools  but  Heath,  had  measles  as  well. 

The  Salk  Polio  Vaccine  was  offered  to  all  pupils  in  the 
first  and  second  grades.  The  number  who  had  it  were: 
Charlemont  34,  Hawley  14,  Heath  13  and  Rowe  3.  No 
child  was  ill  from  the  vaccine. 

All  pupils  in  the  first  and  third  year  in  the  Charlemont 
High  School  were  T.B.  Patch  tested  by  Dr.  Galbo.  No  one 
had  tuberculosis. 

Ten  Charlemont  High  School  pupils,  cafeteria  workers, 
were  taken  for  chest  x-rays.     All  were  negative  to  T.B. 

A  dental  survey  of  the  pupils  in  the  school  union  was 
done  by  Miss  Genevieve  Ely,  State  Dental  Hygienist.  The 
majority  of  the  children  have  dental  caries.  The  permanent 
teeth  need  much  attention.  Lack  of  transportation  to  a  den- 
tist seems  to  be  a  big  problem. 

At  the  annual  Well  Child  Conferences  Dr.  M.  B.  Low 
gave  each  child  a  thorough  physical  examination  and  dis- 
cussed the  child's  health  with  the  mother,  referring  any 
defects  to  the  family  doctor  for  care.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Eaton 
was  the  nutritionist  and  Mrs.  Dorothy  Mankowski  the  dentai 
hygienist.  The  number  of  children  attending  were:  Charle- 
mont 81,  Hawley  28,  Heath  33  and  Rowe  14. 

Home  visits  unded  New  Born,  Infant,  Preschool,  Mater- 
nity, Crippled  Children  and  Adult  Health  were  made.  As 
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seldom  one  type  of  visit  is  separate  from  another,  and  yet 
each  has  its  own  need,  these  visits  included  the  family  as  a 
whole,  to  aid  toward  good  health  and  the  correction  of  defects, 
mont  81,  Hawley,  28,  Heath  33  and  home  visits  under  New 
Born,  Infant,  Preschool,  Maternity,  Crippled  Children  and 
Adult  Health  were  made.  As  seldom  one  type  of  visit  is 
separate  from  another,  and  yet  each  has  its  own  need,  these 
visits  included  the  family  as  a  whole,  to  aid  toward  good 
health  and  the  correction  of  defects. 

For  a  healthy  happy  time  went  2  boys  and  2  girls  to  the 
Greenfield  Health  Camp. 

Through  the  Dental  Clinic,  much  needed  dental  care  was 
given  to  10  children.  From  Charlemont  went  2,  Hawley  . 3, 
Heath  3,  and  Rowe  2.  Much  dental  care  is  needed  among 
the  under  priviliged  children.  Any  donations  would  be 
greatly  appreciated  as  our  dental  funds  are  completely  ex- 
hausted. 


TOTAL  VISITS  TO  THE  TOWNS 


CHARLEMONT 


HAWLEY 

Nursing 

Hawlemont  School 

School  Home 

Prenatal 

New  Born 

Infant 

Preschool 

Crippled  Children 

Adult  Health 

Not  in 

Other  visits 

Conferences 


Nursing 

High  School 

Hawlemont  School 

School  Home 

Prenatal 

Postnatal 

New  Born 

Infant 

Preschool 

Crippled  Children 

Adult  Health 

Not  in 

Other  visits 

Conferences 


251 
67 
205 
77 
8 
3 
4 
11 
77 
2 
26 
20 
54 
12 


50 
205 

73 

10 
4 
9 

37 
3 
5 
2 

12 
1 


HEATH 


ROWE 


Nursing 
School 

School  Home 
Prenatal 
Postnatal 
New  Born 
Infant 
Preschool 
Adult  Health 
Not  in 
Other  visits 
Conferences 


22 
36 
47 
3 
3 
4 
17 
42 
1 
7 
3 
2 


Nursing 
School 

School  Home 
Infants 
Preschool 
Adult  Health 
Crippled  Children 
Not  in 
Other  visits 
Conferences 


127 
33 
11 
3 
15 
10 
6 
6 
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To  the  organizations  in  the  Town  for  their  generous 
donations  for  the  health  of  the  children,  I  am  very  grateful. 
May  I  thank  them! 

The  Charlemont  Lions  Crub,  for  the  kind  donation  for 
needy  children  -  for  eye  examination  and  glasses  and  for  the 
$40.00  to  send  children  to  Health  Camp. 

The  Hawley  P.T.A.  for  the  $10.00  toward  the  Health 
Camp  for  a  child. 

These  are  such  friendly  towns  -  the  people  so  thoughtful. 
In  the  clinics  or  health  activities  how  readily  folks  offer 
assistance.  I  do  so  appreciate  it  and  would  like  to  thank 
them;  the  Committee  of  the  Western  Franklin  Public  Health 
District,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the  Principals,  the 
teachers,  the  Custodians,  the  Well  Child  Conference  and 
clinic  workers  and  the  many  townspeople  for  the  kind  ser- 
vices they  have  given. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

DOROTHY  MOREHOUSE,  R.N. 
District  Nurse 
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Report  of  the  Western  Franklin 
Welfare  District 


Our  clerical  work  has  increased  for  1955,  due  to  re- 
budgeting  of  cases  receiving  Social  Security  and  Transpor- 
tation Allowance  due  on  January  1,  1956.  We  have  found 
that  the  Medical  Plan  with  authorizations  and  the  Statistical 
Reporting  requires  extra  time. 

In  the  field  considerable  time  has  been  spent  on  employ- 
ment for  both  able  bodied  as  well  as  disabled. 

The  case  load  and  payments  on  Old  Age  are  slightly  low- 
er, Aid  to  Dependent  Children  payments  higher.  Disability 
Assistance  payments  higher  and  General  Relief  payments 
higher. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  analysis  of  the  District 
activities: 

Number  of  applications  taken  15 
Denied  3 
Number  of  home  visits  made  208 
No  one  at  home  6 
Number  of  office  visits  made  25 
Number  of  visits  from  State  Area  Representatives  11 
Number  of  days  State  Auditor  at  office  7 
Number  of  Welfare  Association  Meeting  attended  2 
Number  of  visits  not  classified  as  revisits:  (Re:  Hospital, 
Employment  Office,  Town  Treasurers,  Clerks  and 
Board  Members,  Attorney's  Office  and  Court.)  76 
Number  of  evening  Board  Meetings  attended  14 
Transportation  of  Recipients  20 


Balance  brought  forward  from  Dec.  31,  1955  $  69.85 
Town  Appropriations: 


FINANCIAL  REPORT 


Charlemont 


980.00 
240.00 
320.00 
140.00 


Hawley 

Heath 

Monroe 
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Rowe  320.00 
Federal  Grant  Administration: 

District  OAA  2,334.97 
District  ADC  381.02 
District  DA  497.24 
State  Adminstration: 

District  OAA  1,556.63 
District  ADC  254.02 
District  DA  331.49 
District  GR  258.01 
Withholding  Tax  655.20 
Franklin  County  Retirement  279.00 
Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Agent  $  3,360.00 

Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Transportation  272.02 
Edith  B.  Lynch,  Clerk  2,220.00 
Mary  L.  Carpenter,  Treasurer  50.00 
Bond  for  Treasurer  5.00 
Telephone  114.53 
Town  of  Charlemont,  rent  300.00 
Postage,  mail  box  rent,  registered  letters  107.98 
Office  Supplies  37.04 
Repair  of  Equipment  33.95 
Assessed  share  -  Franklin  County  Retirement  342.18 
Withholding  -  Franklin  County  Retirement  279.00 
Withholding  -  Federal  Tax  655.20 
Miscellaneous  expenses  31.50 
Credit  balance  carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  1956  809.03 


$8,617.43  $8,617.43 


Respectfully  submitted, 

PHYLLIS  L.  HEIST 
Agent 


I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  report  to  be  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Western  Franklin 
Welfare  District  for  the  year  1955. 

Respectfully  sumitted, 

MARY  L.  CARPENTER 
Treasurer 
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1956  BUDGET 

Salary: 

Agent                              $  3,600.00 

Clerk  2,340.00 

Treasurer  50.00 


$  5,990.00 

Telephone  130.00 

Travel  240.00 

Bonding  of  Treasurer  5.00 

Postage  140.00 

Supplies  50.00 

Miscellaneous  charges  75.00 

Rent  300.-00 

Assessed  share  Franklin  Co.  Retire.  370.60 


Total  $  7,301.00 


CASE  LOAD 


Charlemont 

Hawley 

Heath 

Monroe 

Rowe 


OA-24 
OA-7 
OA-9 
OA-4 
OA-9 


ADC-2 

ADC-0 
ADC-0 
ADC-0 
ADC-0 


DA-2 

DA-0 
DA-0 
DA-0 
DA-2 


GR2 

GR-2 
GR-0 
GR-0 
GR-0 


Total-30 

Total-9 
Total-9 
Total-4 
Total-11 


42% 

12% 
16% 
14% 
16% 


$966  Appro. 

$276  Appro. 
$368  Appro. 
$322  Appro. 
$368  Appro. 


OA-53    ADC-2    DA-4    GR-4    Total-63  100%  $2300 


Balance  brought  forward  1-1-56 
Estimated  amount  to  be  received  from 

Federal 

State 


Total  Budget  for  1956 
Less  Federal  &  State  Est. 


$  809.03 

3,000.00 
2,100.00 

$  5,100.00 

$  7,301.00 
-5,100.00 


Voted  the  Assessment  to  be 


$■  2,199.00 
$  2,300.C0 
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Report  of  the 
School  Committee 


COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 

Anne  G.  Bond,  Chairman 
Ree  Schuler 

Florence  Wyland,  Secretary 


Term  expires  1956 
Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 


PERSONNEL 

Charles  H.  Minnich 
Samuel  J.  Galbo,  M.  D. 
Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 
Horace  Warfield 
Jeanette  Rich 
Janet  Wetterwald 
Phyllis  Volland 
E.  H.  Pierce  (resigned) 
Paul  Williams 


Superintendent 
School  Physician 
School  Nurse 
Attendance  Officer 
Art  Supervisor 
Music  Supervisor 
Teacher 
Janitor 
Janitor 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 
First  Winter  Term: 

opens  Jan.  3,  1956  -  closes  Feb.  17,  1956 
Second  Winter  Term: 

opens  Feb.  27,  1956  -  closes  Apr.  13,  1956 

Spring  Term: 

opens  Apr.  23,  1956  -  closes  June  8,  1956 

Fall  Term: 

opens  Sept.  5,  1956  -  closes  Dec.  21,  1956 


SCHOOL  HOLIDAYS 
May  30,  1956 
October  5,  1956 
October  12,  1956 
November  11,  1956 


November  21  (noon)  to  26th,  1956 


Memorial  Day 
Teachers'  Convention  (tentative) 
Columbus  Day 
Veterans'  Day 


Thanksgiving  Recess 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  School  Committee  and  other  citizens  of  Rowe: 

This  past  year  has  witnessed  a  decided  change  in  the 
local  school  enrollment,  particularly  in  grades  seven  through 
twelve.  The  enrollment  in  these  grades  last  year  was  nine; 
this  year  it  is  fifteen;  and  next  Fall  the  anticipated  enroll- 
ment will  be  twenty-one!  Naturally,  this  large  increase 
plays  an  important  part  in  formulating  a  school  budget  as  the 
tuition  was  increased  at  both  Arms  Academy  and  the  Charle- 
mont  High  School.  Enrollment  in  the  Elementary  grades 
is  more  constant  but  again,  we  can  expect  more  in  our  pri- 
mary grades  during  the  next  few  years  than  we  have  at 
present. 

In  regard  to  its  seventh  and  eighth  grade  pupils,  Rowe 
has  a  definite  problem  and  is  one  which,  according  to  Dr. 
John  J.  Desmond,  Jr.,  Commissioner  of  Education  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  must  be  solved  presently. 
In  a  letter  dated  September  29,  1955,  in  which  the  State 
Board  of  Education  gave  permission  to  send  pupils  in  Grades 
six,  seven  and  eight  to  Charlemont,  it  is  stated,  "adequate 
provision  will  be  made  for  compliance  with  Section  1,  Chap- 
ter 71  of  the  General  Laws  next  year".  Simply  stated,  this 
law  provides  for  every  town  to  maintain  a  school  or  schools 
for  the  instruction  of  all  children  who  may  attend  a  public 
school.  Actually,  this  law  is  for  grades  one  through  eight 
only,  as  Rowe  does  not  have  the  required  number  of  families 
necessary  to  maintain  a  High  School. 

In  attempting  to  comply  with  this  law,  I  believe  there 
are  two  main  issues  to  be  decided.  First,  what  is  the  best 
way  to  take  care  of  the  educational  needs  of  our  children  in 
grades  seven  and  eight  and  second,  which  solution  is  the 
more  economical  and  practical? 

Many  solutions  may  be  submitted,  but  eventually  one 
must  be  selected  because  it  seems  to  be  more  practical  and 
feasible  than  the  rest.  Rowe  may  either  build  a  school  to 
accommodate  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  or  build  a  larg- 
er school  to  house  grades  one  through  eight  or  might  vote  to 
join  the  proposed  six-town  Regional  High  School  in  Shelburne 
(grades  seven  through  twelve)  if  this  latter  plan  is  approved 
by  all  six  towns.  Either  solution,  or  any  other  which  may 
meet  with  favor,  will  call  for  extensive  research  and  study, 
particularly  when  the  proposed  Atomic  Power  Plant  is  con- 
sidered. 
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Again  this  year  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  Mrs. 
Volland  is  accomplishing  commendable  results  with  her 
pupils  and  steady  progress  is  being  made.  This  past  school 
year  has  seen  the  validity  of  our  Testing  and  Guidance  pro- 
gram which  was  placed  in  effect  the  previous  year.  It  is 
encouraging  to  us  in  teaching,  not  only  to  feel,  but  to  be  able 
to  prove,  that  our  pupils  are  actually  accomplishing  and 
receiving  in  each  grade,  the  knowledge,  facts,  understanding, 
habits  and  skills  that  we  wish  them  to  receive.  By  means 
of  our  objective  standardized  achievement  tests  given  to  each 
grade  once  a  year,  we  can  graphically  chart  their  growth  in 
school,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  in  relationship  to  the 
average  American  boy  or  girl  their  age  and  in  their  own 
grade.  Standardized  intelligence  tests  are  also  given  each 
year  in  order  to  help  Mrs.  Volland  to  present  the  material 
to  each  child  at  his  individual  grade  and  ability  level. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  School  Com- 
mittee and  citizens  of  Rowe  for  their  cooperation  and  I  hope 
that  we  will  merit  your  continued  interest,  cooperation  and 
support  in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  MINNICH, 
Superintendent  of  Schools 

MEMBERSHIP 

BY  AGE  AND  GRADE  -  DECEMBER  22,  1955 


AGES 

Grade  5    6    7    8    9    10    11     12    13    14    15    16    17    18  Total 


112  3 

2  4    1  5 

3  16    1  8 

4  2      111  5 

5  12      111  .6 

6  4      2      1      1  8 

7  1112  5 

8  13  4 

9  112 
10  12  3 
11 

12  -11 


Totals:  125743657      4      4      1  1 
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DISBURSEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AND  BUDGET  FOR  1956 


1955 

1955 

1956 

App. 

Spent 

Budget 

Superintendent 

Salary  and  Expenses 

$  700.00 

$  650.23 

$  710.09 

Instruction 

Teachers  and  Supervisors 

d, 700. 00 

o  c  1  n  nn 
0,519.00 

Q  r7on  nn 
d,  /oO.OO 

Books  and  Supplies 

400.00 

Q1  Q  /in 

ORn  nn 
ZOU.UU 

Transportation 

Elementary  and  High  School 

0,000.00 

n  QOn  A  1 

o,OoU.UU 

Tuition 

Elementary 

z,o00.00 

o  £?nn  nn 
z,d90.00 

c  ocn  nn 
0,o00.00 

High  School 

700.00 

nOO  f7£f 

o  A  cn  nn 
z,4o0.00 

Maintenance 

Janitor  Service 

Ann  nr\ 

Qr7ir  rn 

Ann  nn 

Fuel 

ZOU.OO 

Zoo.yi 

ORn  nn 
ZOU.UU 

Lights 

nn 
/O.OO 

no  "rn 
yo.  iii 

1  nn  nn 
iUU.Uu 

Repairs 

150.00 

264.38 

1  nn  nn 
100.00 

New  Equipment 

r^c  nn 
75.00 

1  /I  O  O/l 

14Z.Z4 

f7cr  nn 
75.00 

Maintenance  Supplies 

100.00 

1  n  rr  /?r; 

107.65 

1  nn  nn 
100.00 

Telephone 

60.00 

58.42 

60.00 

Health 

Physician 

120.00 

71.56 

cn  nn 
50.00 

Mental  Examinations 

0 

0 

50.00 

Lip  Reading  and  transportation 
Union  Expense 

0 

0 

135.00 

Rent  (Superintendent's  Office) 

50.00 

43.79 

44.00 

Telephone 

lO.OO 

13.71 

10.00 

Clerical 

75.00 

64.00 

56.00 

Miscellaneous 

15.00 

7.49 

10.00 

Christmas  Fund 

50.00 

50.00 

.00 

Miscellaneous 

50.00 

6.38 

50.00 

14,530.00 

October 

1,500.00 

$16,030.00 

$16,030.62 

$23,210.00 

Appropriation  for  1955 

$  16,030.00 

Reserve  Fund 

.62 

Total  Expended  -  1955 

$  16,030.62 

State  Reimbursement 

$  7,249.78 

Actual  Cost  to  Town 

$  8,780.84 
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Summary    of    Town  Meeting 
Action  During  1955 

ANNUAL  MEETING  —  FEBRUARY  7,  1955 


Art.  1.  Heard  and  accepted  the  reports  of  the  Town 
Officers. 

Art.  2.  Voted  to  re-elect  all  officers  not  on  ballot.  The 
following  were  elected: 

Sexton  Francis  M.  Jackman 

Fence  Viewers  Newell  E.  Morton 

Richard  E.  Shumway 
Francis  M.  Jackman 
Field  Drivers  and  Charles  D.  Avery 

Poundkeepers  Samuel  Murray 

John  E.  Bond 

Measurers  of  Wood,  Robert  G.  Swenson 

Bark  and  Lumber  Adelbert  F.  TrueGdell 

Frank  A.  Davenport 

Art.  3.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $38,766.00  to  de 
fray  routine  Town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  4.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval 
of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation 
of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning 
January  1,  1955. 

Art.  5.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,600 
for  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  81 
Highways  and  in  addition  to  transfer  from  avail- 
able funds  the  sum  of  $11,000  to  meet  the  State's 
share  pf  the  cost. 

Art.  6.  Vot^d  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,000 
to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90 
(Construction)  and  in  addition  to  transfer  the  sum 
of  $9,000  from  available  funds  to  meet  the  State 
and  County  share  of  the  cost. 

Art.  7.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,250  to 
meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90 
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(Maintenance)  and  in  addition  to  transfer  the  sum 
of  $2,500  from  available  funds  to  meet  the  State 
and  County  share  of  the  cost. 

Art.  8.  Voted  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $5,000  from  available 
funds  for  Chapter  90  (Monroe  Hill  Improvement) 
reimbursement  to  be  made  by  the  State. 

Art.  9.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Assessors  to  use  $2,000  from 
available  funds  in  determining  the  Tax  Rate  for 
1955. 

Art.  10.  Voted  to  transfer  the  1954  Machinery  Earnings  of 
$7,284.39  to  the  1955  Machinery  Maintenance 
Account. 

Art.  11.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,703 
for  repayment  of  principal  and  interest  of  Note 
No.  60  (Truck  Loan). 

Art.  12.  Voted  that  the  sum  of  $1,000  be  appropriated  from 
Machinery  Maintenance  Account  and  that,  in  addi- 
tion, the  sum  of  $3,500  be  appropriated  from  avail- 
able funds  in  the  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  a 
Fordson-Major  Diesel,  Industrial  tractor  equipped 
with  loader  and  road-side  mower. 

Art.  13.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum 
of  $1,300  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  "over- 
head doors"  for  the  Highway  Department  Garage. 

Art.  14.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $450  to 
purchase  tables  and  chairs  for  the  Town  Hall  Din- 
ing Room. 

Art.  15.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $400  to 
paint  the  exterior  of  the  Town  Hall. 

Art.  16  Voted  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  dispose  of  (by 
sale  to  the  highest  bidder)  the  town  property  which 
is  of  no  further  use  in  the  Town  Hall. 

Art.  17  Voted  to  accept  ownership  of  the  Fire  Department 
Tank  Truck  which  was  purchased  by  the  Rowe  Vol- 
unteer Firemen's  Association. 

Art.  18.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $300  to 
paint  the  Fire  Station. 
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Art.  19.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $300 
for  the  celebration  of  Independence  Day,  1955. 

Art.  20.  Voted  to  transfer  from  overlay  reserve  the  sum  of 
$1,000  for  the  1955  Reserve  Fund. 

Art.  21.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $16.61 
for  payment  of  a  bill  of  a  previous  year. 

Art.  22.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,085 
for  improvements  to  the  Town  Library  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Library  Improvement  Committee. 

Art.  23  Voted  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  members  to 
work  with  the  Selectmen  in  compiling  and  re- 
commending a  set  of  "Town  By-Laws"  which  shall 
be  acted  upon  by  the  Town  at  the  next  annual 
meeting.  Appointed  by  the  Moderator  were: 
Raymond  B.  Stevens,  G.  Alan  Wyland  and  Efford 
H.  Pierce. 

Art.  24.  Voted  to  authorize  the  committee  appointed  in 
1954  to  investigate  and  make  recommendations  as 
to  a  suitable  location  and  form  for  a  War  Mem- 
orial. 

Art.  25.  Voted  that  the  subject  of  an  Athletic  Field  be  re- 
ferred to  the  War  Memorial  Committee  for  study. 

Art.  26.  Voted  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  petition  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  County  of 
Franklin  and  the  Town  of  Charlemont  to  erect 
suitable  guard  rail  along  the  highway  adjacent  to 
the  tracks  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  be- 
tween Zoar  Village  and  Morrison's  Flats. 

Art.  27.  Voted  to  renew  the  vote  of  Article  20,  Annual 
Meeting  1953,  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to 
repair  the  Hearse  House. 

Voted  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
work  with  the  School  Committee  in  correcting  and 
preventing  further  erosion  of  the  bank  near  the 
school.  Appointed  by  the  Moderator  were:  John 
H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Raymond  B.  Stevens  and  Nancy 
A.  Newton. 
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SPECIAL  MEETING 

September  28,  1955 

Art.  1.  Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee. 

Art.  2.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum 
of  $1,500  to  cover  the  increase  in  the  School 
Budget. 

Art.  3.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum 
of  $1,000  to  meet  the  Town's  anticipated  share  for 
the  cost  of  Chapter  90  (Monroe  Hill  Improvement). 

Art.  4.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum 
of  $3,000  for  additional  improvements  to  Chapter 
81  roads. 

Art.  5.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum 
of  $2,000  for  Winter  Roads. 

Art.  6.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum 
of  $500  for  Sand  Pile. 


SPECIAL  MEETING 

November  29,  1955 

Art.  1.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum 
of  $1,500  for  Welfare,  O.A.A.  (Town  Account). 

Art.  2.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  dispose  of 
(by  sale  to  the  highest  bidder)  town  property  which 
is  of  no  further  use  in  the  Town  Library. 
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Report  of 
By-Laws  Committee 


"By-Laws  are  a  protection  against  the  future,  not  the  present; 
they  are  the  basis  of  a  government  by  law  and  not  by  impulse, 
and  they  offer  the  soundest  method  for  continued  improve- 
ment in  the  machinery  of  our  town  government." 

Norman  MacDonald 
Massachusetts  Taxpayers  Assoc.  . 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  February  7,  1955  it  was  voted 
to  authorize  a  committee  to  "compile  and  recommend  a  set  of 
Town  By-Laws  which  shall  be  acted  upon  by  the  Town  at  the 
next  annual  meeting".  The  Moderator  appointed  three 
members  to  work  with  the  Selectmen.  This  By-Law  Com- 
mittee invited  three  additional  persons  to  act  as  associate 
members  in  order  to  achieve  a  wider  range  of  viewpoints. 

On  April  9,  1955  public  announcement  was  made  that 
the  Town  of  Rowe  was  to  be  the  site  of  an  Atomic  Power 
Plant.  The  By-Laws  Committee  does  not  fear  the  actual 
effect  of  the  power  plant  itself,  but  there  is  a  possibility  that 
some  other  type  of  industry  might  utilize  the  radio  active 
waste  from  the  atomic  plant,  perhaps  for  processing  of  foods, 
etc.  If  such  an  industry  should  desire  to  settle  in  Rowe  we 
should  be  prepared  with  By-Laws  so  as  to  obtain  maximum 
benefit  from  such  a  development  and  also  to  eliminate  some 
of  the  problems  which  might  occur.  The  Committee  is  pre- 
senting a  set  of  By-Laws  based  on  the  theory  of  "orderly 
growth  control".  We  feel  that  the  overwhelming  desire  of 
the  people  of  Rowe  is  to  encourage  desirable  residential  and 
industrial  growth  but  to  discourage  the  "uncontrolled"  in- 
vasion of  commercial  interests.  We  have  endeavored  to 
make  recommendations  of  simple  but  effective  measures  to 
foster  and  promote  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Rowe. 

The  support  of  these  By-Laws  by  the  voters  will  achieve 
our  goal  
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"To  reserve  the  town  of  Rowe,  the  right,  the  privelege 
and  the  power  to  regulate  its  future  development." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
EFFORD  H.  PIERCE 
RAYMOND  B.  STEVENS 
G.  ALAN  WYLAND 

Associates 
MARY  E.  SIBLEY 
LUCY  J.  AVERY 
G.  A.  TRUESDELL 


TOWN  OF  ROWE,  MASS. 
PROPOSED  BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE  I 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

SECTION  1.  All  Previous  By-Laws,  or  parts  of  By-Laws, 
which  are  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  these  By-Laws 
are  hereby  repealed  and  annulled,  but  the  provisions  of  these 
By-Laws,  as  far  as  the  same  are  identical  with  the  provisions 
of  By-Laws  previously  in  force  shall  be  construed  as  a  con- 
tinuation thereof. 

SECTION  2.  The  repeal  of  a  By-Law  shall  not  affect  any  acts 
done,  ratified  or  confirmed,  or  any  right  accrued  or  estab- 
lished, nor  effect  any  punishment,  penalty  or  forfeiture  in- 
curred under  such  By-Law. 

SECTION  3.  Whoever  shall  offend  against,  or  fail  to  comply 
with  any  of  the  provisions  of  these  By-Laws,  shall,  unless 
some  other  penalty  is  provided  by  law  or  by  By-Law  of  the 
Town,  for  each  and  every  offense  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty 
of  not  less  than  $2.00  and  not  more  than  $20.00. 
SECTION  4.  In  respect  to  their  legality  each  section  of  these 
By-Laws  is  separable. 
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ARTIICLE  II 

TOWN  MEETINGS  AND  ELECTIONS 

SECTION  1.  The  annual  Town  Meeting  shall  be  held  on  the 
first  Monday  of  February  in  each  year,  and  at  said  meeting 
there  shall  be  elected  by  balot,  in  accordance  with  Section 
6,  Chapter  41  of  the  General  Laws,  the  following  town 
officials: 

A  Clerk  for  one  (1)  year 

A  Treasurer  for  one  (1)  year 

A  Tax  Collector  for  three  (3)  years 

One  Selectmen  for  three  (3)  years 

One  Assessor  for  three  (3)  years 

One  Member  of  the  School  Committee  for  three  (3)  years 

One  Library  Trustee  for  three  (3)  years 

One  Member  of  Cemetery  Committee  for  three  (3)  years 

One  Member  of  Budget  Committee  for  three  (3)  years 

One  Constable  for  one  (1)  year 

One  Tree  Warden  for  one  (1)  year 

One  Auditor  for  one  (1)  year 

SECTION  2.  The  presence  of  at  least  fifteen  (15)  qualified 
voters  shall  be  required  at  any  meeting  to  act  on  any  motion 
except  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

SECTION  3.  All  warrants  for  town  meetings,  whether  annual 
or  special  shall  be  served  by  posting  attested  copies  of  the 
same  in  two  public  places  in  the  town,  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

SECTION  4.  The  warrant  for  the  annual  town  meeting  shall 
not  be  closed  earlier  than  fifteen  (15)  days  before  the  time  of 
holding  said  meeting. 

SECTION  5.  All  persons  present  at  any  town  meeting  shall, 
while  the  meeting  is  open,  be  seated  when  requested  by  the 
Moderator. 

SECTION  6.  At  any  town  meeting  any  person  who  addresses 
the  Moderator  shall  rise  and  stand  during  his  speaking. 

SECTION  7.  At  any  town  meeting  no  one  shall  interrupt 
another  person  while  he  is  speaking,  except  to  call  him  to 
order. 

SECTION  8.  Any  person  making  a  motion  or  amendment 
shall  reduce  it  to  writing  when  required  by  the  Moderator. 
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SECTION  9.  At  any  town  meeting  no  person  shall  speak  on 
the  same  subject  more  than  twice  without  leave  of  the  meet- 
ing except  to  explain  or  to  call  to  order. 

SECTION  10.  In  all  cases  no  new  motion  shall  be  made  while 
one  is  pending,  excepting  a  motion  to  amend,  to  commit,  or  to 
adjourn. 

SECTION  11.  When  two  or  more  motions  are  made  in  regard 
to  the  same  subject  relating  to  sums  of  money,  numbers  or 
time,  the  question  shall  be  first  put  upon  the  largest  sum  or 
number  or  the  longest  time. 

SECTION  12.  All  votes,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  law, 
shall  be  taken  in  the  first  instance  by  "Yes"  and  "No"  voice 
votes. 

SECTION  13.  Any  person,  providing  he  voted  in  the  majority 
or  not  at  all,  may  move  for  the  reconsideration  of  a  vote 
after  giving  notice  of  his  intention  in  open  meeting  at  least 
one  half  (1/2)  hour  before  making  such  motion. 

SECTION  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  town  clerk  im- 
mediately after  every  meeting  to  notify  in  writing  all  officers 
or  members  of  committees  who  may  be  elected  or  appointed 
at  such  meeting,  and  also  to  notify  all  Officers,  Boards  and 
Committees  of  all  votes  passed  of  such  meeting  in  any  way 
affecting  them. 

SECTION  15.  Any  one  of  the  By-Laws  under  this  Article  II, 
except  Sections  1  and  2,  may  be  suspended,  by  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  (2/3)  of  the  voters  present,  at  any  legally  called 
town  meeting,  for  a  length  of  time  not  exceeding  the  contin- 
uance of  the  meeting  at  which  such  vote  may  be  passed. 

ARTICLE  III 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

SECTION  1.  The  Selectmen  shall  have  the  general  direction 
and  management  of  the  property  of  the  town  and  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  interest  or  welfare  of  the  town,  except 
as  otherwise  provided  by  law  or  by  these  By-Laws. 

SECTION  2.  The  Selectmen  shall  act  as  town  agents,  and 
have  authority  as  agents  and  officers  of  the  town  to  appoint 
and  employ  a  town  counsel,  who  shall  act  as  attorney  and 
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counsel  for  the  town  and  the  various  officers  and  boards 
thereof. 

SECTION  3.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  by  law,  the  Select- 
men shall  have  custody  of  Bonds,  Deeds,  Contracts,  Insurance 
Policies  and  other  similar  documents  owned  by  the  Town. 

SECTION  4.  The  Selectmen  shall  act  as  the  Board  of  Public 
Welfare  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

SECTION  5.  The  Board  of  Health  shall  maintain  the  Public 
Dump  which  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Road 
Superintendent  acting  as  agent  for  the  Board  of  Health. 

SECTION  6.  The  School  Committee  shall  have  the  care,  man- 
agement and  control  of  the  school  building(s),  school  grounds, 
and  all  other  school  property  while  used  for  school  purposes. 

SECTION  7.  Any  department  of  the  town  may,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Selectmen,  if  it  deems  it  to  be  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  town,  sell,  either  at  public  auction  or  private  sale 
after  seven  days  notice  by  public  posting  of  intention  to  sell, 
any  article  of  personal  property  of  which  such  department 
has  custody  and  control,  providing  the  fair  market  value  of 
said  article  does  not  exceed  $100. 

SECTION  8.  All  conveyances  of  town  land  or  interests  in  land 
shall  be  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  un 
less  otherwise  provided  by  law  or  by  vote  of  the  town,  and 
shall  be  sealed  with  the  town  seal. 

SECTION  9.  No  officer  of  the  town  shall  in  his  official  capa- 
city make  or  pass  upon  or  participate  in  making  or  passing 
upon,  any  sale,  contract  or  agreement  in  which  the  town  is 
interested  and  in  which  such  officer  has  any  personal  finan- 
cial interest. 

SECTION  10.  No  town  officer  and  no  salaried  employee  of  the 
town  shall  receive  any  compensation  or  commission  for  work 
done  by  him  for  the  town,  except  his  official  salary  and  fees 
allowed  by  law,  without  the  permission  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  expressed  in  a  vote  which  shall  appear  on  their 
records  with  the  reasons  therefor. 

SECTION  11.  No  contract  for  construction  work  or  for  the 
purchase  of  apparatus,  supplies  or  materials,  the  estimated 
cost  of  which  amounts  to  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00)  or 
more,  except  in  cases  of  special  emergency  involving  the 
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the  health  or  safety  of  the  people  or  their  property,  shall  be 
awarded  unless  proposals  for  the  same  have  been  invited  by 
a  request  for  bids  by  the  sending  of  letters  of  invitation  to  a 
sufficient  number  of  vendors,  contractors  or  other  qualified 
persons  to  insure  fair  competition,  or  by  advertisement  in  a 
newspaper  in  general  circulation  in  town. 

SECTION  12.  In  accordance  with  Chapter  66,  General  Laws, 
all  public  records  of  the  town  shall  be  kept  in  the  Town 
Office  safe,  or  other  fire-proof  storage-place  provided  by  the 
Selectmen,  to  ensure  the  highest  degree  of  protection  from 
loss  or  destruction.  Said  records  shall,  unless  otherwise 
provided  by  law,  be  open  to  public  inspection  at  any  reason- 
able time,  but  shall  remain  during  such  inspection  under  the 
supervision  of  the  officer,  board  or  committee  having  custody 
thereof. 

ARTICLE  IV 

LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 

SECTION  1.  No  person  shall  go  from  house  to  house  selling 
or  offering  to  sell  by  sample  lists,  catalogues  or  otherwise  for 
future  delivery,  nor  shall  any  person  go  from  place  to  place 
within  the  town  begging  or  soliciting  alms  or  contributions 
for  any  person,  cause  or  organization,  either  on  foot  or  from 
any  anim.al  or  vehicle,  without  first  having  recorded  his  name 
and  address  with  the  Selectmen  and  furnished  such  other 
information  as  may  be  required  of  him.  The  Selectmen 
may,  if  satisfied  with  the  honesty  of  the  applicant,  issue  a 
written  permit  for  a  period  not  exceeding  twelve  months, 
which  must  be  shown  on  request,  and  shall  state  that  said 
person  has  duly  registered  and  is  entitled  to  go  from  place 
to  place  within  the  town  for  the  purpose  specified.  The 
Selectmen  may,  however,  authorize  the  directors  of  any  or- 
ganization engaged  in  social,  charitable  or  educational  ser- 
vice to  solicit  contributions  without  having  each  solicitor 
under  their  direction  registered. 

SECTION  2.  The  Selectmen  may  grant  licenses  in  writing  for 
the  obstruction  of  any  part  of  the  highways  or  streets  of  the 
town,  or  for  such  excavations  of  the  same  as  may  be  needful 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting,  repairing,  altering  or  removing 
any  building,  or  for  the  laying  of  water,  drain  or  waste  pipes, 
or  for  any  other  purpose  which  to  them  may  seem  reasonable. 


70 


Every  person  receiving  such  license  shall  execute  a  written 
agreement  to  indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  town  against 
all  damage  or  cost  by  reason  of  any  claim  for  damages,  or  by 
reason  of  any  process,  civil  or  criminal,  on  account  of  the 
existence  of  such  obstruction  or  excavation,  and  the  Select- 
men may  impose  such  conditions  and  limitations  as  they 
shall  see  fit  in  respect  to  erecting  barricades,  maintaining 
lights,  and  taking  other  precautions  for  the  safety  of  travel- 
lers. 

SECTION  3.  The  Selectmen  may  license  suitable  persons  to 
be  dealers  and  keepers  of  shops  for  the  purchase,  sale,  or 
barter  of  junk,  old  metals  or  second-hand  articles  in  the 
town.  They  may  also  license  suitable  persons  as  junk  col- 
lectors, to  collect  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  junk,  old  metals 
and  second-hand  articles  from  place  to  place  in  the  town. 
The  aforsaid  licenses  may  be  revoked  at  pleasure. 

SECTION  4.  No  person  shall,  without  a  written  permit  from 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  connect  any  private  drain  or  sewer 
with  a  public  drain  or  sewer. 

ARTICLE  V 

PROTECTIVE  REGULATIONS 

SECTION  1.  The  purpose  of  these  regulations  shall  be  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Rowe,  to 
conserve  the  value  of  land  and  buildings;  to  encourage  the 
appropriate  use  of  land  throughout  the  town  and  to  preserve 
and  increase  its  amenities. 

SECTION  2.  The  whole  area  of  the  Town  of  Rowe  is  hereby 
designated  as  a  "Residential-Agricultural  District"  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  2,  Chapter  40A,  General  Laws. 

(A)  In  a  Residential-Agricultural  District  buildings,  struc- 
tures, and  premises  may  be  used  for  any  lawful 
residential,  municipal,  religious,  educational  or  non- 
profit recreational  purpose,  for  any  agricultural  pur- 
pose, and  for  uses  customarily  necessary  thereto,  and 
for  the  following  commercial  purposes  but  no  others: 

(a)  The  display  and  sale  at  a  roadside  stand  or  other- 
wise of  natural  products,  the  major  portion  of  which 
are  raised  on  the  farms  of  the  town; 
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(b)  The  use  of  a  room  or  rooms  in  a  dwelling  or  ac- 
cessory building  for  a  customary  home  occupation  or 
practice  of  a  profession  conducted  by  a  resident  of 
the  premises,  provided  there  is  no  external  evidence 
of  any  business  other  than  the  permitted  signs; 

(c)  The  display  of  not  more  than  two  (2)  signs  pertain- 
ing to  a  permitted  use  with  a  total  area  of  not  more 
than  twelve  (12)  square  feet. 

(d)  Any  other  use  that  is  in  harmony  with  the  general 
purpose  and  intent  of  these  regulations,  provided  it 
iS  not  injurious,  noxious  or  offensive,  and  only  if 
authorized  by  a  variance  granted  by  the  Board  of 
Appeals. 

SECTION  3.  Any  building  or  structure  erected,  altered  or 
used  for  a  dwelling  in  any  district  shall  provide  a  total  area 
of  at  least  ninety  (90)  square  feet  per  occupant,  up  to  and  in- 
cluding four  persons  and  an  additional  sixty  (60)  square 
feet  per  additional  occupant  thereover,  provided,  however, 
lhat  the  Board  of  Appeals  may  issue  a  permit  for  temporary 
occupancy  of  a  building  or  structure  having  less  than  the 
above  specified  area,  such  permit  to  be  valid  for  not  more 
than  two  years  but  may  be  renewed  by  the  Board  of  Appeals 
for  successive  periods  of  not  more  than  one  year. 

SECTION  4.  Any  building  or  structure,  including  road-side 
stands,  gasoline  pumps  and  accessory  buildings  hereafter 
erected  shall  not  be  located  within  twenty  (20)  feet  of  any 
street  or  highway  line. 

SECTION  5.  The  area  of  any  lot  with  a  dwelling  thereon 
shall  not  be  less  than  ten  thousand  (10,000)  square  feet. 

SECTION  6.  No  construction,  building  or  alterations  shall  be 
started  or  made  until  a  permit  has  been  issued  therefor;  and 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  per- 
mits consistent  with  the  provisions  of  these  By-Laws. 

SECTION  7.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Appeals  consisting  of 
five  members  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  as  pro- 
vided by  Section  14,  Chapter  40A,  General  Laws;  such 
Board  of  Appeals  to  act  in  all  matters  authorized  by  this 
By-Law  and  by  Chapter  40A,  General  Laws. 

SECTION  8.  The  provisions  of  these  regulations  shall  not 
apply  to  any  existing  buildings  or  structures,  nor  to  the  exist- 
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ing  use  of  any  building  or  structure  or  land  at  the  time  of 
adoption  of  this  By-Law. 

SECTION  9.  No  change  or  amendment  of  this  By-Law  shall 
be  adopted  except  by  a  two-thirds  (2/3)  vote  of  a  town  meet- 
ing. 

SECTION  10.  This  By-Law  shall  be  enforced  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen. 

ARTICLE  VI 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS 

SECTION  1.  The  provisions  of  these  regulations  shall  relate 
to  the  construction,  alteration  and  maintenance  of  buildings 
and  other  structures  within  the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Rowe 
and  the  purpose  and  intent  of  such  regulations  shall  be  the 
prevention  of  fire  and  the  preservation  of  life,  health  and 
morals,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  143,  General  Laws. 

SECTION  2.  It  shall  not  lawful  to  construct,  alter,  remove, 
demolish,  or  change  the  class  of  occupancy  of  any  building 
or  structure  without  first  filing  v^ith  the  Board  of  Saleclmen 
an  application  in  writing,  and  obtaining  a  permit.  An  appli- 
cation for  a  permit  shall  be  submitted  in  such  form  as  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  may  prescribe  and  shall  be  made  by  the 
owner  or  his  duly  authorized  representative.  In  existing 
buildings  minor  repairs  may  be  made  without  filing  an  appli- 
cation or  obtaining  a  permit. 

SECTION  3.  The  office  of  Inspector  of  Buildings  is  hereby 
established,  and  said  Inspector  of  Buildings  shall  be  appoin- 
ted, and  may  be  removed  at  pleasure,  by  the  Board  of  Select- 
men. The  Inspector  of  Buildings  shall  enforce  all  laws  and 
regulations  relating  to  the  construction,  alteration,  repair, 
demolition,  equipment,  use  and  occupancy,  location  and 
maintenance  of  buildings  and  structures,  except  as  may  be 
otherwise  provided.  He  shall  inspect  all  building  operations 
within  the  town,  and  shall  have  the  right  of  entry  at  reason- 
able hours.  He  shall  require  that  types  and  methods  of  con- 
struction shall  be  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted 
standards  of  engineering  practice,  as  defined  by  the  Board  of 
Standards'  Basic  Principles  of  Building  Construction,  and 
not  inconsistent  with  law.  He  shall  report  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  on  all  matters  and  shall  derive  his  authority  from 
and  through  said  Board  of  Selectmen. 
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SECTION  4.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  act  upon  all 
applications  for  a  permit  without  unreasonable  or  unneces- 
sary delay. 

SECTION  5.  Upon  notice  of  an  unsafe  building,  the  Inspector 
of  Biuldings  shall  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  143,  Sections  6-12,  General  Laws. 

SECTION  6.  If  no  other  penalty  for  violations  is  provided, 
whoever  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  these  regulations 
shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  fifty,  nor  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars. 

ARTICLE  VII 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SECTION  1.  No  owner  or  person  having  the  care  of  any 
sheep,  swine,  horses,  oxen,  cows,  or  other  grazing  animals  or 
fowl,  shall  permit  or  suffer  any  such  animal  or  animals  to  go 
at  large  unattended  or  to  graze  on  any  street,  lane,  highway 
or  other  public  place  within  the  town. 

SECTION  2.  No  female  dog  shall  be  allowed  to  run  or  be  at 
large  in  any  street  or  other  public  place  in  the  town  while  in 
season. 

SECTION  3.  No  person  shall  keep  any  dog  which  by  biting, 
barking,  howling  or  in  any  other  manner  disturbs  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  neighborhood  or  endangers  the  safety  of  any 
person. 

SECTION  4.  No  person  shall  coast  or  slide  upon  any  sled, 
board  or  other  contrivance,  upon  any  sidewalk,  street,  or 
highway  in  the  town  without  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen. 

SECTION  5.  No  person  shall,  by  the  sounding  of  horns,  blow- 
ing of  whistles,  or  by  other  means,  make  or  cause  to  be  made 
any  unnecessary  noise  in  the  town  which  disturbs  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  neighborhood. 

SECTION  6.  No  minor  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  shall 
discharge  any  firearm  or  air  rifle  or  BE  gun  within  the  town 
limits  unless  such  minor  is  at  the  time  accompanied  by  and 
under  the  control  and  supervision  of  an  adult. 

SECTION  7.  No  person  shall  discard  and  refuse,  animal  o^ 
vegetable  matter,  rubbish  or  other  filth  along  any  public  way 
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in  the  town  except  at  those  areas  maintained  by  the  Board  of 
Health  as  a  Public  Dump. 

SECTION  8.  No  person  shall  discard  any  container  originally 
used  for  refrigerative  purposes  unless  the  door  or  doors  have 
been  removed  from  such  container. 

SECTION  9.  After  a  reasonable  attempt  to  notify  the  owner, 
the  Road  Superintendent  may,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
or  plowing  snow,  or  removing  ice  from  any  public  way,  re- 
move or  cause  to  be  removed  to  some  convenient  place  any 
vehicle  which  interferes  with  such  work;  any  expense  in- 
curred while  moving  to  be  borne  by  the  owner  of  such 
vehicle. 
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Town  Warrant 


To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Rowe: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs, 
to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall,  in  said  Rowe,  on  Monday  the  sixth 
day  of  February,  1956  at  ten  o'clock  in  the-  forenoon,  then 
and  there  to  bring  in  their  votes  by  ballot  for  the  following 
officials: 

Clerk  for  one  year 
Treasurer  for  one  year 
Selectman  for  three  years 
Assessor  for  three  years 
School  Committee  Member  for  three  years 
School  Committee  Member  for  one  year 
Library  Trustee  for  three  years 
Moderator  for  three  years 
Budget  Committee  Member  for  three  years 
Budget  Committee  Member  for  two  years 
Budget  Committee  Member  for  one  year 
Cemetery  Committee  Member  for  three  years 
Auditor  for  one  year 
Tree  Warden  for  one  year 
Constable  for  one  year 
and  in  addition  to  vote  by  ballot  on  the  following  question: 
"Shall  Chapter  thirty-two  B  of  General  Laws,  authori- 
zing any  county,  city,  town  or  district  to  provide  a 
plan  of  Group  Life  Insurance,  Group  Accidental  Death 
and  Dismemberment  Insurance,  and  Group  General 
or  Blanket  Hospital,  Surgical  and  Medical  Insurance 
for  certain  persons  in  the  service  of  such  county,  city, 
town,  or  district  and  their  dependents,  be  accepted 
by  this  town?" 

For  the  purpose  of  voting  by  ballot  the  polls  will  be 
opened  at  10:00  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be  closed 
at  6:00  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

And  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  further  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  the  elections  and 
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town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe  on  Mon- 
day the  sixth  day  of  February  next,  at  11:00  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.  To  act  on  the  report  of  the  Town  Officers  and 
Committees. 

Article  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Officers  not  elected  by 
Ballot  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  3.  To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  Town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available  funds  to 
pay  interest  and  maturing  debt,  and  for  charges,  expenses 
and  outlays  of  the  several  Town  Departments  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

Vote:  That  the  following  sums  of  money  be  raised  and 
appropriated  for  the  several  specific  purposes  hereinafter 
designated  and  that  the  same  be  expended  only  for  such  pur- 
poses under  the  direction  of  the  Officer,  Board  or  Committee 
concerned,  as  follows: 

$      50.00    Animal  Inspector 
25.00    Meat  Inspector 
200.00    Board  of  Health 
300.00    General  Relief 
7,000.00    Welfare  —  OAA 

800.00    Welfare  —  DA 
2,500.00    Bonds  and  Insurance 
450.00  Cemeteries 
500.00  Contingent 
250.00    Forest  Fires 
700.00    Fire  Department 
200.00    Water  Holes 
300.00    Independence  Day 
50.00    Gypsy  Moth  Control 
1,000.00    Highways  —  Town  Account 
6,000.00    Highways  —  Winter  Roads 

200.00    Highways  —  Snow  Fence 
1,000.00    Highways  —  Sandpile 
2,703.00    Equipment  Debt  —  Note  No.  61 
400.00    Highway  Department  Vacations 
800.00  Library 

800.00    Administration  Expense 
23,210.00  Schools 
324.00    Street  Lights 
800.00    Town  Hall 
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Town  Officers'  Salaries 

$  900.00 

Selectmen 

300.00 

School  Committee 

510.00 

Assessors 

250.00 

Tax  Collector 

400.00 

Treasurer 

140.00 

Town  Clerk 

100.00 

Fire  Chief 

400.00 

Administrative  Clerk 

20.00 

Moderator 

5.00 

Auditor 

5.00 

Sealer 

150.00    Town  Officers'  Expenses 
100.00    Veterans'  Benefits 
50.00    Civil  Defense 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue 
of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1956,  and  to 
issue  a  note  or  notes  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  re- 
new any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less 
than  one  year  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Chapter  44, 
General  Laws. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81  Highways:  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,600.00  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter 
81  Highways  and  that,  in  addition,  the  sum  of  $7,000. 
be  appropriated  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
to  cover  the  State's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  81 
Highways. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Construction  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $4,000.00  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter 
90  Construction. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriated  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 
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Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,400.00  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter 
90  Highway  Maintenance. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  Improvement 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chap- 
ter 90  Monroe  Hill  Improvement. 

Article  9.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  purchase  new 
equipment  for  the  Highway  Department  and  to  determine 
whether  the  Town  will  appropriate  money  therefor,  to  be 
provided  by  taxation,  by  appropriation  from  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  or  by  borrowings  under  Chapter  44 
of  the  General  Laws  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 
Vote:  That  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  re- 
place Truck  #3  (FWD)  and  that  the  sum  of  $4,000.00 
be  appropriated  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
and  up  to  $2,000.00  be  granted  from  Machinery  Main- 
tenance Account  for  the  purchase  of  such  equipment. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  1955 
Machinery  Earnings  Fund  of  $8,286.98  to  the  1956  Machi- 
nery Maintenance  Account. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $500.00  or  any  other  sum  for  "Bridge 
and  Guard  Rails"  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro 
priate  the  sum  of  $97.97  to  provide  for  a  deficit  in  the  1955 
Winter  Roads  Account. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $300.00  or  any  other  sum  for  the  pur- 
chase and  installation  of  street  and  directional  signs  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $3,000.00  or  any  other  sum  for  "^Special 
Road  Repair"  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  for 
replacing  the  Town  Hall  Fire  Escape,  painting  the  Town 
Hall  Exterior  and  repairing  and  painting  the  Town  Shed 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 
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Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $300.00 
to  paint  the  Fire  Station. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  to 
provide  lavatory  facilities  at  the  Highway  Department 
Garage  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $100.00  for  the 
purchase  of  land  adjoining  the  Rowe  Town  Library  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  19.  To  determine  what  action  the  Town  will  take 
in  regard  to  the  Town  Hearse  and  Hearse  House,  and  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate $50.00  or  any  other  sum  and  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  appoint  a  Committee  to  sponsor  a  "Children's 
Christmas  Party"  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $500.00  or  any  other  sum  for  preliminary 
work  on  the  "Pelham  Lake  Recreation  Area"  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $100.00  and 
authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  appropriate  action  to 
suitably  mark  and  commemorate  the  site  of  Fort  Pelham 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $82.22  for  payment  of  a  bill  of  a  previous 
year. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
the  sum  of  $400.00  or  any  other  sum  to  erect  a  tool  shed 
for  the  storage  of  Cemetery  tools  and  other  supplies  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
the  sum  of  $200.00  or  any  other  sum  for  the  purchase  of 
a  16mm  Sound  Motion  Picture  Projector  for  the  Town 
Hall,  and,  in  addition  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $75.00  or  any  other  sum  to  enable  the  Library  to  spon- 
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sor  a  winter  series  of  motion  pictures  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  thereto. 

Article  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $500.00  or  any 
other  sum  for  the  purchase  of  an  Honor  Roll  and  Wai' 
Memorial  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $500.00  for  the 
construction  of  an  Athletic  Field  opposite  the  Fire  Station 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from 
overlay  surplus  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  to  the  1956  Reserve 
Fund  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  29.  To  determine  whether  the  Town  will  authorize 
and  direct  the  Assessors  to  take  $6,000.00  from  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the  current 
year  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  30.  To  transact  any  other  business  of  a  lawful  and 
pertinent  nature  that  may  come  before  this  meeting. 

Article  31.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  By- 
Laws  as  proposed  by  the  By-Law  Committee  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  the  Rowe  Post  Office  and 
one  at  the  Town  Hall,  seven  days  at  least  before  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant, 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  Jan- 
uary in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-six. 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 

Selectmen  of  Rowe 

Notice: 

This  warrant  appears  as  a  matter  of  information  only; 
the  official  meeting  warrant  may  include  alterations  and 
additions. 
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HENRY  DUNBAR  WRIGHT 
1872    -  1956 

The  1956  annual  report  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  an 
outstanding  public  servant  and  to  an  exceptional  record  of 
public  service.  To  study  the  record  of  elected  public  offices 
held  by  the  late  Henry  D.  Wright  is  to  learn  the  political 
history  of  this  town  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. In  1897,  at  the  age  of  25,  he  served  as  Ballot  Clerk; 
the  record  shows  his  election  as  Field  Driver  in  1900  (a 
position  of  considerably  greater  responsibility  at  that  time); 
he  served  as  Town  Meeting  Moderator  from  1908  through 
1929,  twenty-two  consecutive  years,  and  from  1931  through 
1943,  except  for  four  years:  a  total  of  31  annual  town  meet- 
ings! He  was  first  elected  to  the  combined  offices  of  Select- 
man and  Assessor  in  1902  and  held  that  position  for  the 
following  nine  years  at  a  salary  of  $40.00  per  year.  He 
served  a  total  of  16  years  as  Selectman,  23  years  as  Assessor 
and  eight  years  as  town  clerk  before  his  retirement  from 
public  office  in  1943.  In  addition,  he  represented  the  First 
Franklin  District  at  the  General  Court  in  Boston  in  1912, 
1913  and  1914. 

No  other  person  in  public  service  gave  so  generously  of 
his  time  and  talents  during  this  period  of  Rowe's  history. 
Long  will  the  record  of  Henry  D.  Wright  5erve  to  inspire 
those  entrusted  to  administer  this  town's  affairs  in  the  years 
to  come. 
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Elected  Town  Officers -1956 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Chairman 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
Edward  C.  Henderson 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1959 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

J.  Henry  Stanford,  Chairman 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1958 


BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

Edward  C.  Henderson,  Chairman 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
J.  Henry  Stanford 


Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 


TOWN  CLERK 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell 


Term  expires  1957 


TOWN  TREASURER 

Florence  M.  Bjork 


Term  expires  1957 


TAX  COLLECTOR 

Nancy  N.  Williams 


Term  expires  1958 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Chandler  C.  Shumway,  Chairman 
Clifford  W.  Sibley 
Howard  0.  Truesdell 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1959 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Florence  E.  Wyland,  Chairman 
Arvon  G.  Palmer 
Efford  H.  Pierce 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1959 


MODERATOR 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell 


Term  expires  1959 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

Maude  E.  Davenport,  Chairman 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
Harry  A.  Duncan 
Edith  L.  Kloetzle 

AUDITOR 

Samuel  Murray 

TREE  WARDEN 

Henry  Sifton 

CONSTABLE 

Raymond  B.  Stevens 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 

John  E.  Bond,  Chairman 
Robert  G.  Swenson 
Clifford  W.  Sibley 

BUDGET  COMMITTEE 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
Florence  E.  Wyland 
Chandler  C.  Shumway 
Florence  M.  Bjork 
Gerald  A.  Truesdell 
Myron  A.  Newton 
Lucy  J.  Avery 
John  E.  Bond 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 
Resigned 
Term  expires  1957 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1957 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1959 


Board  of  Selectmen 
Board  of  Health 
Board  of  Public  Welfare 
School  Committee 
Board  of  Assessors 
Town  Treasurer 
Town  Clerk 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 
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Appointed  Town  Officers 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 

Raymond  B.  Stevens  -  Resigned  May  9,  1956 
Samuel  Murray 

TOWN  COUNSEL 

Atty.  Joseph  T.  Bartlett 

FIRE  CHIEF 

J.  Henry  Stanford 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

John  E.  Bond  Term  expires  1957 

Edith  L.  Kloetzle  Term  expires  1958 

Myron  A.  Newton  Term  expires  1959 

Efford  H.  Pierce  Term  expires  1960 

Mary  E.  Sibley  Term  exphes  1961 

REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
PLANNING  COMMITTE 

J.  Henry  Stanford 
Nancy  N.  Williams 
Efford  H.  Pierce 

PUBLIC  WELFARE  AGENT 

Phyllis  L.  Heist 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 

Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 

NURSING  COMMITTEE 

Alice  V.  Truesdell,  R.  N. 
Frances  E.  Pierce,  R.  N. 
Lucy  J.  Avery 
Dorothy  N.  Stevens 
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DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Harlan  J.  Desoe 

CONSTABLE 

Samuel  Murray 

FOREST  FIRE  WARDEN 

Howard  O.  Truesdell 

ANIMAL  AND  MEAT  INSPECTOR 

Frank  A.  Davenport  -  Deceased  November  2,  1956 
Charles  C.  Tuttle 

DOG  OFFICER 

Raymond  B.  Stevens  -  Resigned  June  22,  1956 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

SUPT.  GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Henry  Sifton 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Raymond  B.  Stevens 

SEXTON 

Francis  M.  Jackman 

MEASURERS  OF  WOOD,  BARK  AND  LUMBER 
Robert  G.  Swenson 
Gerald  A.  Truesdell 
Ellsworth  E.  Palmer 

FENCE  VIEWERS 
Francis  M.  Jackman 
Newell  E.  Morton 
Richard  E.  Shumway 

FIELD  DRIVERS  AND  POUNDKEEPERS 

Charles  D.  Avery 
Samuel  Murray 
James  H.  Williams 

ADMINISTRATIVE  CLERK 

Nancy  N.  Williams 
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Jury  List  - 


Kenneth  Soule 
Lillias  D.  Murray 
Floyd  A.  Veber 
Myron  A.  Newton 
Joseph  J.  Gorczakoski 
June  0.  Williams 


1957 

Papermaker 
Housewife 
Papermaker 
Area  Electric  Rep. 
Papermaker 
Farmer 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen 


The  year  1956  seemed  to  be  a  welcome  pause  between 
the  excitement  of  the  big  event  of  1955,  the  selection  of  Rowe 
as  the  site  for  a  $35,000,000  Atomic  Electric  Power  Plant, 
and  the  beginning  of  actual  construction  in  the  Spring  of 
1957.  The  unanimous  adoption  of  new  by-laws,  including 
zoning  and  a  building  code,  demonstrated  the  calm  and  p_o- 
gressive  approach  of  the  townspeople  to  the  advent  of  the 
"Atomic  Age"  in  New  England.  The  officials  of  the  Yankee 
Atomic  Electric  Company  have  been  most  cooperative  and 
cordial  to  the  town  and  your  town  officers  have  endeavored 
to  cooperate  fully  with  them.  At  the  Field  Day  and  Reunion 
in  July  Mr.  Glen  A.  Reed  and  other  "Yankee"  personnel 
presented  a  reassuring  description  of  the  plans  and  objectives 
of  our  "new  neighbor  over  on  the  Wheeler  Farm".  We 
sincerely  appreciate  their  consideration  for  the  townspeople 
and  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Rowe  we  extend  to  Yankee 
Atomic  a  hearty  "Welcome!". 

In  May  R.  B.  Stevens  resigned  as  Superintendent  of 
Streets  and  Samuel  Murray  was  appointed  to  the  position 
on  May  24,  1956.  The  highway  maintenance  and  construc- 
tion program  has  progressed  very  satisfactorily  with  more 
than  a  mile  of  Chapter  90  work  completed  on  Leshures  and 
Monroe  Hill  roads  in  1956.  A  program  of  roadside  brush 
control  was  begun  on  Zoar  Road  which  brought  many  f avo  - 
able  comments.  As  is  evidenced  by  the  increased  expendi- 
tures over  the  years,  the  demands  for  good,  year-rouMd  high- 
ways have  been  growing  steadily.  Fully  aware  that  this 
demand  for  improvement  of  roads  will  continue  to  increase, 
the  Selectmen  recommend  that  the  town  invest  in  a  power 
grader  this  year.  After  careful  investigation  we  firmly 
believe  that  a  power  grader  will  not  only  provide  improved 
maintenance  of  present  roads,  but  also  reduce  the  per-mile 
cost  of  new  construction.  A  power  grader  equipped  as  a 
snow-fighter  will  plow  more  snow  than  our  crawler  plow  and 
at  twice  the  speed.  By  borrowing  most  of  the  money  neces- 
sary for  the  purchase  of  this  equipment  and  repaying  the 
loan  from  the  Machinery  Earnings  Fund  we  can  avoid  creat- 
ing an  increase  in  the  tax  rate. 
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Improvement  work  was  begun  at  Pelham  Lake  Park 
with  the  Selectmen  acting  as  Park  Commissioners.  Brush 
was  cut  around  the  lake  dam  and  at  the  Mill  Pond  dam  the 
grass  was  kept  mowed  which  greatly  improved  the  appear- 
ance of  the  area.  Game  Sanctuary  signs  were  purchased 
and  a  sign  was  placed  near  the  lake  dam  identifying  the  area 
as  a  town  park.  After  their  election  in  February  the  Park 
Commissioners  will  assume  control  of  this  project. 

With  the  installation  of  a  new  fire  escape  and  re-paint- 
ing of  the  exterior  in  1956,  the  town  hall  should  not  require 
any  major  repairs  for  a  number  of  years.  The  motion  pic- 
ture projector  which  was  purchased  for  the  town  hall  has 
proved  very  satisfactory.  Each  Saturday  evening  during 
the  winter  months  the  town  is  providing  movies  free  of 
charge.  The  fine  attendance  at  these  movies  certainly  war- 
rants continuation  of  this  program. 

As  we  enter  a  new  year  with  its  new  problems,  the 
Selectmen  look  to  the  townspeople  for  continued  cooperation 
in  the  form  of  suggestions,  constructive  criticism  and  pa- 
tience. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 

Selectmen  of  Rowe 
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Town  Expenditures  -  1956 


Administration  Expenditures 

ADMINISTRATION 


Town  Appropriation  $  800.00 

Reserve  Fund  164.21 

Board  of  Selectmen  $  77.31 

Board  of  Assessors  21.88 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  1.68 

Tax  Collector  109.02 

Treasurer  129.18 

Board  of  Health  1.66 

Town  Clerk  23.50 

Board  of  Registrars  20.00 

Telephone  Expense  132.74 

Office  Supplies,  Repair  80.14 

Publishing  By-Laws  85.65 

Publishing  Annual  Report  (1955)  281.47 


$    964.21   $  964.21 

BONDS  AND  INSURANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  2,500.00 

Workmens  Compensation  608.82 
Vehicle  Liability  649.55 
Public  Liability  162.80 
Burglary  76.50 
Volunteer  Fire  Dept.  133.00 
Fire  Insurance  Schedule  572.09 
Bonds  89.50 

Town  Clerk  $  5.00 

Tax  Collector  45.00 

Treasurer  29.50 

Conservator  10.00 
Balance  in  General  Treasury  .  207.74 


$  2,500.00  $  2,500.00 
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CONTINGENT 

Town  Appropriation  $  500.00 

Reserve  Fund  44.85 

Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers  $  70.00 

Police  Department  50.47 

Town  Counsel  120.01 

Inteiest  Note  #62  214.17 

Certification  Note  #63  2.00 

Memorial  Day  Flags  7.00 

Public  Notices  9.48 

Miscellaneous  71.72 


$    544.85  $  544.85 


TOWN  OFFICERS'  SALARIES 

Town  Appropriation  $  3,030.00 

Selectmen  $  900.00 


J.  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

$  450.00 

E.  C.  Henderson 

225.00 

J.  H.  Stanford 

225.00 

School  Committee 

291.65 

F.  E.  Wyland 

$  100.00 

E.  H.  Pierce 

91.66 

A.  G.  Palmer 

91.66 

A.  G.  Bond 

8.33 

Assessors 

510.00 

C.  C.  Shumway 

$  170.00 

C.  W.  Sibley 

170.00 

H.  0.  Truesdell 

170.00 

Tax  Collector 

N.  N.  Williams 

250.00 

Treasurer 

F.  M.  Bjork 

400.00 

Town  Clerk 

G.  A.  Truesdell 

140.00 

Administrative  Clerk 

N.  N.  Williams 

400.00 

Fire  Chief 

J.  H.  Stanford 

100.00 

Moderator 

G.  A.  Truesdell 

20.00 

Auditor 

S.  Murray 

5.00 
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Sealer 


R.  B.  Stevens 

5.00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury 

8.35 

$  3,030.00  ^ 

^  3,030.00 

TOWN  OFFICERS' 

EXPENSES 

Town  Appropriation 

$  150.00 

Reserve  Fund 

6.23 

Board  of  Selectmen 

f  108.88 

Board  of  Assessors 

9.00 

Treasurer 

28.85 

Tax  Collector 

2.00 

Town  Clerk 

7.50 

$     156.23  $  156.23 


Highway  Department  Expenditures 


ROAD  MACHINERY  MAINTENANCE 


1955  Machinery  Earnings 

$  8,236.98 

Cancelled  Check 

17.49 

Superintendent 

$  345.15 

Labor 

773.48 

Building  Repair  &  Maintenance 

120.20 

Heating  Fuel  Oil 

473.41 

Electricity 

57.36 

Telephone 

146.09 

Advertising  Bids 

12.64 

New  Truck  (&  Equipment) 

1,888.43 

Vehicle  Registration  &  Inspection 

17.00 

Small  Tools  &  Equipment 

594.42 

Motor  Oil,  Grease,  etc. 

116.81 

Diesel  Fuel 

35.75 

Gasoline 

No.  1.  F-250  Pick-up  $  194.14 
No.  2.    F-750  Dump  763.31 
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No.  3  F-800  Dump  729.42 
No.  7.  &  8.  Sanders  16.30 
No.  9    Power  Saw  6.68 


Total  $1,709.85 
Less  Federal  Tax  270.52 


Net  Total  1,439.33 
Repairs,  Parts,  etc. 


No.  1. 

F-250 

$  102.95 

No.  2. 

F-750 

588.04 

No.  3. 

F-800 

167.28 

No.  4. 

Fordson 

181.14 

No.  5. 

Cletrac 

11.00 

No.  7. 

Sander 

5.10 

No.  8. 

Sander 

6.87 

No.  9. 

Power  Saw 

45.62 

Plows 

(Welding,  etc.) 

361.09 

Common  Spare  Parts 

87.25 

Total  1,556.34 
Balance  in  General  Treasury  678.06 


$  8,254.47  $  8,254.47 


NEW  EQUIPMENT  -  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

Town  Appropriation  $  4,000.00 

Ashfield  Motor  Sales  (Ford  F-800)  $  4,000.00 


$  4,000.00  $  4,000.00 


EQUIPMENT  DEBT  -  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

Town  Appropriation  $  2,703.00 

Shelburne  Falls  Nat.  Bank  (Note  #61)  $  2,703.00 


$  2,703.00  $  2,703.00 
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LAVATORY  FACILITIES 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,500.00 

Reserve  Fund  132.75 

W.  Hillman  (Excavating)  $  165.00 

Bjork  &  Swenson  (Building)  600.00 

S.  G.  Gould  (Plumbing)  813.20 

D.  A.  Lanoue  (Wiring)  54.55 


$  1,632.75  $  1,632.75 


EMPLOYEES  VACATION  PAY 


Town  Appropriation  $  400.00 

S.  Murray  $  68.00 

H.  0.  Truesdell  56.00 

J.  F.  Knapp  56.00 

R.  L.  Quillinan  ^  52.00 

J.  Magnago  52.00 

F.  M.  Jackman  52.00 

F.  Sartori  52.00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  12.00 


$    400.00  $  400.00 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  EMPLOYEES 
TOTAL  WAGES  EARNED 


Raymond  B.  Stevens,  Superintendent  $  1,499.75 

Samuel  Murray,  Superintendent  3,911.80 

Howard  0.  Truesdell,  Equipment  Operator  3,627.32 

John  F.  Knapp,  Equipment  Operator  3,462.85 

Ralph  L.  Quillinan,  Laborer  3,112.99 

Joseph  Magnago,  Laborer  2,623.88 

Frank  Sartori,  Laborer  1,702.25 

Francis  M.  Jackman,  Laborer  1,685.45 
Peter  J.  Buehler,  Laborer  369.20 
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1956  Chapter  81  Expenditures 


1. 

Zoar  Road 

$  615.69 

2. 

Pond  Road 

58.64 

3. 

Leshures  Road 

399.26 

4, 

Ford  Hill  Road 

613.54 

5. 

Monroe  Hill  Road 

568.04 

6. 

Middleton  Hill  Road 

1,107.55 

7. 

Potters  Road 

327.12 

8. 

Cross  Road 

489.41 

9. 

Stone  Hill  Road 

1,650.25 

10. 

Stone  Road 

46.27 

11. 

Cyrus  Stage  Road 

615.02. 

12. 

Dell  Road 

93.15 

13. 

Davis  Mine  Road 

181.75 

14. 

Davenport  Road 

0.00 

14a. 

Davenport  Road,  Br. 

20.03 

15. 

Tatro  Road 

91.95 

16. 

Disc'd. 

0.00 

17. 

Brittingham  Hill  Road 

882.02 

18. 

Hazelton  Road 

1,810.78 

19. 

County  Road 

207.77 

20. 

County  Road,  Br. 

9.60 

21. 

Shippee  Road 

8.65 

22. 

Newell  Cross  Road 

93.98 

23. 

Tunnel  Road 

1,363.49 

24. 

Petrie's  Road 

153.02 

25. 

Steele  Brook  Road 

55.62 

26. 

Bonnie  Blink  Road 

11.65 

27. 

Dennis  Road 

28.25 

28. 

Brown  Road 

48.73 

29. 

Shumway  Road 

11.92 

30. 

Sibley  Road 

91.55 

Signs 

0.00 

Calcium  Chloride 

932.75 

Culvert  Reserve 

12.70 

Totals 


$  12,600.05 


17 


Highway  Construction,  Maintensince,  Etc. 

CHAPTER  81  —  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,600.00 

State  Allotment  11,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  .05 

Superintendent  1,102.90 

Labor  5,089.50 

Materials  2,599.24 

Hired  Road  Equipment  2,150.50 

Town  Road  Equipment  1,657.91 


$12,600.05  $12,600.05 


CHAPTER  90  —  CONSTRUCTION 

Town  Appropriation  $.  2,000.00 

State  Allotment  4,000.00 

County  Allotment  2,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  2.69 

Superintendent  $  323.00 

Labor  1,419.80 

Materials  1,397.56 

Hired  Road  Equipment  4.422.28 

Town  Road  Equipment  440.05 


$  8,002.69  $  8,002.69 


CHAPTER  90  -  MONROE  HILL  RD.,  Improvement  (1955) 

Credit  Balance  December  31,  1955  $  3,865.45 

Reserve  Fund  .11 

Superintendent  $  267.70 

Labor  967.40 

Materials  43.21 

Hired  Road  Equipment  2,087.75 

Town  Road  Equipment  499.50 


$  3,865.56  $  3,865.56 
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CHAPTER  90  -  MONROE 

Town  Appropriation 

State  Allotment 
County  Allotment 
Reserve  Fund 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Materials 

Hired  Road  Equipment 
Town  Road  Equipment 


RD.,  Improvement  (1956) 

$  3.000.00 
11,000.00 
2,000.00 
.67 

$  602.65 
2,797.09 
3,082.40 
8,503.78 
1,014.75 


$16,000.67  $16,000.67 


CHAPTER  90  -  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,400.00 

State  Allotment  1,400.00 

County  Allotment  1,400.00 

Superintendent  $  174.25 

Labor  961.54 

Materials  2,774.90 

Hired  Road  Equipment  81.25 

Town  Road  Equipment  208.06 


$  4,200.00  $  4,200.00 


SPECIAL  ROAD  REPAIR 

Town  Appropriation  $  3,000.00 

Superintendent  $  51.00 

Labor  292.00 

Materials  216.70 

Hired  Road  Equipment  2,314.50 

Town  Road  Equipment  125,65 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  .15 


$  3,00.00  $  3,000.00 


BRIDGE  AND  GUARD  RAIL 

Town  Appropriation  $  500.00 

Reserve  Fund  .75 
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Superintendent 

%  23.80 

Labor 

162.25 

Town  Road  Equipment 

21.00 

Concrete  Posts 

280.00 

Paint 

13.70 

$ 

500.75  \ 

?  500.75 

TOWN  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation 

$1,000.00 

Reserve  Fund 

.15 

Superintendent 

f  133.45 

Labor 

703.20 

Materials 

20.00 

Hired  Equipment 

143.50 

$ 

1,000.15  S 

?  1,000.15 

WINTER  ROADS 

Town  Appropriation  $ 

6,000.00 

Snerial  Mppfin?  (4-4-561 

3  000  00 

Reserve  Fund 

328.94 

Superintendent 

P  1,245.25 

Labor 

4,668.38 

Materials 

328.75 

Hired  Equipment 

281.00 

Town  Equipment 

2,805.56 

$ 

9,328.94  ^ 

)  9,328.94 

SAND  PILE 

Town  Appropriation  $ 

1,000.00 

Special  Meeting  (4-4-56) 

500.00 

Reserve  Fund 

92.88 

Superintendent 

\ 

?  8.00 

Labor 

22.13 

Town  Equipment 

31.50 

Sand  (Including  haulage) 

1,531.25 

$  1,592.88  $  1,592.88 
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SNOW  FENCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Snow  Fence  (850  ft.)  $  160.00 

Posts  (36)  40.00 


$     200.00  $  200.00 


STREET  AND  DIEECTIONAL  SIGNS 

Town  Appropriation  $  300.00 

Expended  $  .00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  300.00 


$    300.00  $  300.00 


STREET  LIGHTS 

Town  Appropriation  $  324.00 

Street  Lights  (18)  $  321.00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  3.00 


324.00  $  324.00 


Fire  Department  Expenditures 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  -  OPERATION  &  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  700.00 

Equipment  Maintenance                                   $  180.03 

Building  Maintenance  108.41 

New  Equipment  383.43 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  28.13 


$     700.00  $  700.00 
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PAINTING  FIRE  STATION 


Town  Appropriation  $ 
Reserve  Fund 
Labor  &  Materials 

300.00 
34.00 

334.00 

$ 

334.00  $ 

334.00 

FOREST  FIRES 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Payroll  (Negus  Mt.  Fire)  6-30-56 
Balance  in  General  Treasury 

250.00 
377.39 

$ 

377.39 

250.00 

$ 

627.39  $ 

627.39 

WATER  HOLES 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Water  Hole  Construction  (3) 
Balance  in  General  Treasury 

200.00 

$ 

181.17 
18.83 

$ 

200.00  $ 

200.00 

INDEPENDENCE  DAY  CELEBRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Fire  Works  Display 

300.00 

300.00 

$ 

300.00  $ 

300.00 

Rowe  Town  Library  Expenditures 

LIBRARY  OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE 


Town  Appropriation 
Reserve  Fund 
Cancelled  Check 


$  800.00 
50.68 
8.13 
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Librarian's  Salary  (D.  N.  Stevens) 

Books  Purchased 

Magazine  Subscriptions 

Heating  Fuel  Oil 

Electricity 

Janitor  Service 

Painting  Exterior 

Miscellaneous 

250.00 
87.10 
22.50 

144.58 
26.70 
14.00 

287.47 
26.46 

$ 

858.81  $ 

858.81 

LIBRARY  GIFT  FUND  INCOME 

Lawrence  Lee  Estate 
Dr.  Paul  Schubert 
Per  State  Audit 

Library  Gift  Fund  Savings  Acct. 

$  200.00 
1.00 
2.00 

$ 

203.00 

$ 

203.00  $ 

203.00 

MOTION  PICTURE  SERIES 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Expended 

Balance  in  General  Treasury 

75.00 

$ 

38.51 
36.49 

75.00  $ 

75.00 

LAND  PURCHASE 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Mrs.  Grace  G.  Stanford 

100.00 

$ 

100.00 

$ 

100.00  $ 

100.00 
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Town  Hall  Expenditures 

TOWN  HALL  -  OPERATION  &  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  800.00 

Reserve  281.57 

Cancelled  Check  27.31 

Heating  Fuel  Oil  $  275.14 

Electricity  141.92 

Cooking  Gas  28.10 

Janitor,  Ada  L.  Knapp  180.00 

Floor  Maintenance,  C.  L.  Purinton  39.00 

New  Bookcase,  C.  Woffenden  199.82 

Furnace  Alarm  System  92.98 

Building  Repairs  78.27 

Miscellaneous  Supplies  67.25 

Lawns,  L.  Shippee  6.00 


$  1,108.88  $  1,108.88 


NEW  FIRE  ESCAPE,  PAINTING  HALL  &  SHED 


Town  Appropriation  $  1,500.00 

Fire  Escape  (Bjork  &  Swenson)  $  449.50 

Paint  (Quinns  Inc.)  350.85 

Painting  Labor  (F.  Gerliep  &  Co.)  548.50 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  151.15 


$  1,500.00  $  1,500.00 


Schools 

SCHOOLS  —  Operation,  Maintenance,  Tuition,  etc. 

Tov/n  Appropriation  $23,210.00 

Mass.  Teachers  Retirement  2.70 

Expended  $21,831.34 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  1,381.36 


$23,212.70  $23,212.70 


24 


REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

Special  Meeting  (4-4-56)  $  50.00 

Transportation  (J.  H.  Stanford)  $  26.88 

Transportation  (E.  H.  Pierce)  22.40 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  .72 


$      50.00  $  50.00 


Health  Department  Expenditures 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Town  Appropriation                         $  200.00 

"Well  Child  Clinic"  $  56.32 

Publishing  Sewage  Regulations  17.25 

Public  Dump  Maintenance  6.40 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  120.03 


$    200.00  $  200.00 


HEALTH  DISTRICT  ADMINISTRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $  528.00 

Western  Franklin  Public  Health  Dist.  $  528.00 


$     528.00  $  528.00 


Charities 

WELFARE  DISTRICT  ADMINISTRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $  368.00 

Western  Franklin  Welfare  District  -       $  368.00 

$  368.00  $  368.00 
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AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 

Town  App.  (Spec.  Meeting  11-2-56)  $  600.00 
Federal  Grant  Balance  (1955)  228.24 
One  Case  $  752.00 

Federal  Grant  balance  carried 

forward  to  1-1-57  76.24 


$     828.24  $  828.24 


DISABILITY 

Town  Appropriation 
Federal  Grant  Balance  (1955) 
Federal  Grants  for  1956 
Two  Cases 

Balance  (Town  Account) 
in  General  Treasury 

Federal  Grant  balance  carried 
forward  to  1-1-57 


ASSISTANCE 

$  800.00 
78.69 
846.60 

$  1,568.04 
131.55 
25.70 


$  1,725.29  $  1,725.29 


OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  7,000.00 

Town  App.  (Spec.  Meeting  11-2-56)  2,000.00 

Federal  Grant  balance  (1955)  414.72 

Federal  Grants  for  1956  3,996.57 

4  Cancelled  Checks  (Town  Acct.)  10.47 

10  Cases  $12,631.55 

Balance  (Town  Acct.)  in  General  Treasury  369.15 
Federal  Grant  balance  carried 

forward  to  1-1-57  421.03 


GENERAL  RELIEF 

Town  Appropriation  $  300.00 

One  Case  $  263.70 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  36.30 


$     300.00  $  300.00 
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VETERANS'  SERVICE  CENTER  -  ADMINISTRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $  260.00 

Western  Franklin  Veterans'  Service  Center  $  260.00 


$    260.00  $  260.00 


VETERANS'  BENEFITS 

Town  Appropriation  $  100.00 

One  Case  $  10.00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  90.00 


$     100.00  $  100.00 


Cemetery  Expenditures 


CEMETERIES  MAINTENANCE 


Town  Appropriation  $ 

450.00 

Labor 

175.25 

Materials 

122.05 

Hired  Equipment 

51.00 

Tools 

7.75 

Shed 

33.67 

Balance  in  General  Treasury 

60.28 

$ 

450.00  $ 

450.00 

TOOL  SHED  AND  HEARSE 

HOUSE 

Town  Appropriation  $ 

500.00 

Bjork  &  Swenson  (Building) 

'$ 

500.00 

$     500.00  $  500.00 
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Miscellaneous  Expenditures 

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 


Town  Appropriation                         $  50.00 

Charles  C.  Tuttle,  Inspector  $  50.00 

$  50.00  $  50.00 

CHILDREN'S  CHRISTMAS  PARTY 

Town  Appropriation                       $  50.00 

Christmas  Party  Committee  $  50.00 

$  50.00  $  50.00 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Town  Appropriation                         $  65.93 

Director's  Milage  $  18.76 

Balance  carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  1957  47.17 

$  65.93  $  65.93 

COLLECTOR'S  DEMAND  FEES 

Tax  Collector's  Demand  Fees             $  12.60 

N.  N.  Williams  $  12.60 

$  12.60  $  12.60 

DEBTS  OF  A  PREVIOUS  YEAR 

Town  Appropriation                         $  82.22 

J.  F.  Donovan  $  82.22 

$  82.22  $  82.22 
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EMPLOYEES  RETIREMENT  FUND 


Town  Appropriation  $  1,296.10 

Employees  Contributions  1,077.79 
Franklin  County  Retirement  System  $  2,373.89 


$  2,373.89  $  2,373.89 


EMPLOYEES  WITHHOLDING  TAXES 

Payroll  Deductions  $  2,639.40 

Director  of  Internal  Revenue  $  2,639.40 


$  2,639.40  $  2,639.40 


FORT  PELHAM  MARKER 

Town  Appropriation  $  100.00 

No  Expenditure  $  .00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  100.00 


$     100.00  $  100.00 


GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Town  Appropriation  $  50.00 

No  Expenditure  $  .00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  50.00 


$      50.00  $  50.00 


'  ■  '  HIGHWAY  REIMBURSEMENT  LOAN 

Note  #62  (Partial  Payment  $  2,800.00 

HONOR  ROLL  &  ALL  WARS  MEMORIAL 

Town  Appropriation  $  500.00 

No  Expenditure  $  .00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  -  500.00 


$    500.00  $  500.00 


MEAT  INSPECTOR 


Town  Appropriation  $ 
Frank  A.  Davenport,  Inspector 

25.00 

$ 

ZO.UU 

$ 

25.00  $ 

25.00 

MOTION  PICTURE  PROJECTOR 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Ampro  Projector  (Used) 

200.00 

$ 

200.00 

$ 

200.00  $ 

200.00 

PELHAM  LAKE  PARK 

Town  Appropriation  $ 

Cutting  Brush,  Grass 

Signs 

Balance  in  General  Treasury 

500.00 

$ 

78.55 
230.88 
190.57 

$ 

500.00  $ 

500.00 

POST-WAR  REHABILITATION  FUND 

U.  S.  Govt.  Bond  Series  "G" 

#V365124G  (Matured  Feb.  1956) 
Dividend  on  Bond  #V365124G 
Dividend  on  Bond  #V547070G 
Post-War  Fund  Savings  Account 


$  5,187.50  $  5,187.50 


5,000.00 
62.50 
125.00 


$  5,187.50 


STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES 


State  Treasurer,  Parks  &  Reservations  $  104.46 

State  Treasurer,  Auditing  Town  Accounts  127.63 

County  Treasurer,  County  Tax  3,870.63 

County  Treasurer,  Supplemental  Co.  Tax  21.03 

County  Treasurer,  Dog  Licenses  90.00 


$  4,213.75 


30 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  AND  TRAILER  EXCISE  ABATEMENTS 


One  Abatement  for  1955  Tax  $  4.67 

One  Abatement  for  1956  Tax  6.80 


$  11.47 

REAL  ESTATE  TAX  ABATEMENT 
One  Abatement  for  1956  Tax  $  3.85 


RESERVE  FUND 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,500.00 

Chapter  90  (Monroe  Hill)  1955                          $  .11 

Chapter  90  (Monroe  Hill)  1956  .67 

Chapter  90  Construction  2.69 

Chapter  81  .05 

Highways,  Town  Account  .15 

Winter  Roads  328.94 

Sand  Pile  92.88 

Bridge  &  Guard  Rails  .75 

Lavatory  Facilities  (H.  D.)  132.75 

Painting  Fire  Station  34.00 

Town  Officers'  Expenses  6.23 

Library  50.68 

Contingent  44.85 

Town  Hall  281.57 

Administration  164.21 

Balance  to  Overlay  Surplus  359.47 


$  1,500.00  $  1,500.00 
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Recapitulation  of  Accounts  - 1956 


TOTAL  PAYMENTS  APPROVED  BY  SELECTMEN 

ADMINISTRATION 

Administration  (postage,  printing,  supplies)  $  964.21 

Bonds  and  Insurance  2,292,26 

Contingent  544.85 

Town  Officers'  Salaries  3,021.65 

Town  Officers'  Expenses  156.23 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

Road  Machinery  Maintenance  7,576.41 

New  Ford  F-800  4,000.00 

Equipment  Debt  -  (Note  #61)  2,703.00 

Lavatory  Facilities  1,632.75 

Employees  Vacation  Pay  388.00 

HIGHWAY  CONSTRUCTION,  MAINTENANCE,  ETC. 

Chapter  81  -  Maintenance  12,600.05 
Chapter  90  -  Improve.  Monroe  Hill  Rd.  (1955)  3,865.56 

Chapter  90  -  Improve.  Monroe  Hill  Rd.  (1956)  16,000.67 

Chapter  90  -  Construction  Leshures  Road  8,002.69 

Chapter  90  -  Maintenance  4,200.00 

Special  Road  Repair  2,999.85 

Bridge  and  Guard  Rail  500.75 

Town  Account  1,000.15 

Winter  Roads  9,328.94 

Sand  Pile  1,592.88 

Snow  Fence  200.00 

Street  Lights  321.00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

Fire  Department   -   Operation  671.87 

Painting  Fire  Station  334.00 

Forest  Fires  377.39 

Water  Holes  181.17 

Independence  Day  Fireworks  300.00 

ROWE  TOWN  LIBRARY 

Library  Operation  858.81 
Library  Gift  Trust  Fund  (Income  to  Savings  Acct.)  203.00 

Motion  Picture  Series  38.51 

Land  Purchase  100.00 
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TOWN  HALL 

Town  Hall  -  Operation  1,108.88 

New  Fire  Escape,  Painting  Hall  &  Shed  1,348.85 

SCHOOLS 

Schools  -  Operation,  Maintenance,  Tuition  21,831.34 

Regional  High  Planning  Committee  -  Expenses  49.28 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Board  of  Health  79.97 

Health  District  Administration  528.00 

CHARITIES 

Welfare  District  -  Administration  368.00 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  752.00 

Disability  Assistance  1,568.04 

Old  Age  Assistance  12,631.55 

General  Relief  263.70 

Veterans'  Service  Center  -  Administration  260.00 

Veterans'  Benefits  10.00 

CEMETERIES 

Cemeteries  -  Maintenance  389.72 

Cemetery  Tool  Shed  &  Hearse  House  500.00 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENDITURES 

Animal  Inspector  50.00 

Children's  Christmas  Party  50.00 

Civil  Defense  18.76 

Collector's  Demand  Fees  12.60 

Debts  of  a  Previous  Year  82.22 

Employees'  Retirement  Fund  2,373.89 

Employees'  Withholding  Taxes  2,639.40 
Highwav  Reimbursement  Loan  (#62) 

Partial  Payment  2,800.00 

Meat  Inspector  25.00 

Motion  Picture  Projector  200.00 

Pelham  Lake  Park  309.43 

State  and  County  Taxes  4,213.75 
Post-War  Rehabilitation  Fund 

(Income  to  Savings  Account)  5,187.50 

Motor  Vehicle  &  Trailer  Excise  Abatements  11.47 

Real  Estate  Tax  Abatements  3.85 


TOTAL  OF  SELECTMEN'S  WARRANTS    -  $146,623.85 
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Town  Treasurer's  Report 


RECEIPTS 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1956  $  52,331.35 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Agric.-Livestock  Disease  Control  $  25.00 

Corporation  Tax,  Business  3,373.85 

Income  Tax  1,882.94 

Meals  Tax,  OAA  241.56 

Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  (Rebate)  1.50 

Reimbursement  for  Loss  of  Taxes  141.52 

County  of  Franklin: 

Dog  License  Refunds  69.17 

Departmental  Receipts: 
Fire  Chief: 

Blasting  Permit  $  .50 

Oil  Storage  Permits  (3)  1.50 
Bottle  Gas  Storage  Permits  (5)  2.50 

  4.50 


Librarian: 

Fines  (1955)  .42 
Fines  (1956)  10.89 


Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures  -  Fees: 

Merrifield  Farm  1.50 
W.  W.  Bjork  2.50 


Selectmen: 

Health  Permit  -  Rowe  Unitarian  Camp  .50 
Innholder's  License  -  Rainbow  Hill  1.00 
Lirjuor  License  -  Augusta  Bjork  100.00 
Peddler's  License  (Balance-1955)  1.00 
Peddler's  License  -  Aubrey  Amidon  2.00 
Pistol  Licenses: 

E.  Veber,  Jr.  .50 


11.31 


4.00 
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R.  Winn 

.50 

R.  Shumway 

.50 

B.  Munroe 

.50 

M.  Sibley 

.50 

C.  Sibley 

.50 

R.  Bent 

.50 

G.  Veber 

.50 

H.  Fitzroy 

.50 

Sale  of  Library  Furnace 

Town  Hall  Rentals: 

Community  Club  12.00 

Ladies  Auxiliary  -  RVFA  3.00 

Rowe  Unitarian  Camp  15.00 

Rowe  Grange  #167  75.00 

A.  Bond  3.00 

B.  Scrivens  3.00 
G.  Truesdell  3.00 
B.  Veber  3.00 


4.50 
30.00 


117.00 


  256.00 

Town  Clerk  -  Dog  License  Receipts  90.00 

Highways: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Chap.  81  Maint.  (1955)  #6114  8,191.10 

Chap.  81.  Maint.  (1956)  #6296  4,375.46 
Chap.  90  Monroe  Hill  Improve.  (1955)  #16085  3,000.00 

Chap.  90  Maint.  (1956)  #16442  1,400.00 

County  of  Franklin: 

Chap.  90  Maint.  (1956)  #16442  1,400.00 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers: 

Reimbursement  for  Flood  Damage,  1955  5,657.51 

Highway  Reimbursement  Loan 

Chapter  90  (Note  #62)  19,800.00 

Machinery  Earnings: 
Highways: 

Chapter  81  Maintenance  1,714.16 

Chapter  90  Const.  Leshure  Road  440.45 

Chap.  90  Monroe  Hill  Improve.  1,514.25 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  208.06 

Board  of  Health  2.20 

Bridge  and  Guard  Rails  21.00 

Contingent  3.25 

Pelham  Lake  Recreation  Area  1.75 
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Sand  Pile  31.50 
Special  Road  Repair  125.65 
\v  inter  Roads  2,805.56 


Savings  a/c  Interest: 

Conway  Savings  Bank  150.00 

Crocker  Institute  for  Savings  137.52 

Franklin  Savings  Institute  75.00 
Frank.  Sav.  Inst.  (School  Lunch  Fund)  .36 

Ware  Co-operative  Bank  180.00 

Worcester  Fed.  Sav.  Bank  &  Loan  312.50 


6,867.83 


Payroll  Deductions: 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  2,639.40 

County  of  Franklin  Retirement  System  1,077.79 

Refunds: 

American  Electric  Supply  Co.  27.31 

H.  R.  Huntting  Co.,  Inc.  8.13 

Maxim  Motor  Company  17.49 

Rowe  Volunteer  Firemen's  Assn. 
Reimbursement  from  B  &  M  RR 

Negus  Mt.  Fire  Services  377.39 

Use  of  Fire  Dept.  Equipment  25.00 


402.39 


855.38 


Schools: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 
Teachers  Annuities  Fund 

Rebate  to  J.  Wetterwald  2.70 

School  Aid  Chapter  70  1,727.45 

School  Supts.  (1955)  373.33 

School  Supts.  (1956)  412.73 

School  Transportation  7,620.21 

Vocational  Education  (1955)  6.00 

Taxes: 

1954  -  Real  Estate  113.62 

Personal  Property  42.02 

M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise  20.32 

Interest  -  Taxes  12.08 

Charges  &  Fees  3.50 

1955  -  Poll  8.00 

Real  Estate  1,358.65 

Personal  Property  164.97 

M  V.  &  Tr.  Excise  522.44 
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Interest  -  Taxes 
Charges  &  Fees 


23.56 
8.05 
100.00 


1956  -  Poll 


Real  Estate 
Personal  Property 
M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise 
Interest  -  Taxes 
Charges  &  Fees 


33,751.20 
18,209.89 
1,136.47 


.73 
2.10 


Tax  Title  Redemption,  interest  &  costs 

Trust  Fund  Income: 

Charles  Wells  Library  Fund  (Interest) 
Library  Gift  Fund: 

Gift  from  Dr.  P.  Schubert 

Bequest  from  Lawrence  Lee  Estate 
Preserved  Smith  Library  Fund  (Bond  Income) 
Post-War  Rehabilitation  Fund: 

Bond  Redemption 

Bond  Income 

Welfare: 

Disability  Assistance: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 
Federal  Grants 
State  Grants 
Old  Age  Assistance: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 
Federal  Grants 
State  Grants 
Town  of  Charlemont  -  Reimbursement 
Refunds 
Veterans'  Benefits  (1955) 
Western  Franklin  Welfare  District  -  Postage 


419.46 


15.00 

1.00 
200.00 
40.00 

5,000.00 
187.50 


846.60 
322.31 


3,996.57 
5,315.58 
113.95 
10.47 
10.00 
13.88 


Total  Receipts 


Total  Receipts  and  Cash  on  Hand 


$196,264.83 
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PAYMENTS 

Selectmen's  Warrants  $146,623.85 
Cash  on  Hand,  December  31,  1956  49,640.98 


$196,264.83 


TAX  TITLES  HELD  BY  TREASURER 

Property  Previous  Years    1956  Total 

Assessed  to:  Taxes  &  Costs    Taxes  Amount 

James  A.  &  Adora  Galbraith  $205.76  $46.97  $252.73 
Arthur  W.  Farrington                    77.32     19.25  96.57 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FLORENCE  M.  BJORK 

Town  Treasurer 
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Tax  Collector's  Report 


TAXES  OUTSTANDING  -  DECEMBER  31,  1956 

1956  Taxes  Uncollected: 

Poll  Taxes  $  12.00 

Personal  Property  Taxes  168.29 

Real  Estate  Taxes  1,570.07 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes  1,056.93 


$  2,807.29 


1955  Taxes  Uncollected: 

Poll  Taxes  $  8.00 

Personal  Property  Taxes  16.47 

Real  Estate  Taxes  298.62 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes  292.88 


$  615.97 


1954  Taxes  Uncollected: 

Personal  Property  Taxes  4.94 
Real  Estate  Taxes  107.90 


112.84 


$  3,536.10 


Respectfully  submitted, 

NANCY  N.  WILLIAMS 

Tax  Collector 
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Town  Clerk's  Report 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Date 

April  2  - 
Parents: 

April  14  - 
Parents: 

May  26  - 
Parents: 

June  16  - 
Parents: 

October  20 
Parents: 


Births 
Name 

-  Korienne  Lucille  Clement 

John  Edwin  Clement,  Myrtle  Louise  Coolbrith 

—  Frederick  Newton  Williams 

John  Herbert  Williams,  Jr.,  Nancy  Ann  Newton 

-  Clifford  Walter  Wyland 

George  Alan  Wyland,  Florence  Ewing  Bates 

—  Deanna  Jean  Lowensberg 
William  A.  Lowensberg,  Julia  R.  Burnett 

—  Vivier 
Dumont  Vivier,  Mary  Ellen  Clement 


Deaths 

Date  Name 

Jan.  21  Minnie  Reed  Dimock 

April  10  Benjamin  Franklin  Coolbrith 

June  14  Paul  Whightman  Williams 

July  20  Guilio  Angelo  Libardi 
Oct.  20  Vivier 

Nov.  20  Frank  Adelbert  Davenport 


Yrs.  Mos.  Days 
72  8  20 
90  5  28 
36  1  17 
71  8  19 
Stillborn 
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0 


Marriages 

Date  Name 

June  30    Robert  D.  Shumway 
Roberta  R.  Veber 

Oct.  20     Norman  W.  Baldrochi 
Marjorie  E.  DeGara 

Nov.  17    Richard  H.  Truesdell 
Louise  A.  Newland 


Residence 

Rowe 
Rowe 

Rowe 
Orange 

Rowe 

Sheffield,  Vermont 
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Licenses  Issued 

Dog  Licenses 

23  Male  @  $2.00  $  46.00 
6  Female  @  $5.00  30.00 
11  Spayed  Females  @  $2.00  22.00 


Fees  Retained  @  $  .20  $  8.00 

Paid  Town  Treasurer  90.00 


4  Resident  Fishing  (c^  $3.25  $  13.00 

19  Resident  Hunting  @  $3.25  61.75 

15  Resident  Sporting  @  $5.25  78.75 

2  Minor  Fishing  @  $1.25  2.50 

4  Woman's  Fishing  @  $2.25  9.00 
2  Non-resident  Hunting  @  $15.25  30.50 
9  Resident  Sporting  (Free) 

Fees  Retained  @  $  .25  $  11.50 

Paid  Division  of  Fish  &  Game  184.00 


$  98.00 


$  98.00 


195.5.0 


$  195.50 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GERALD  A.  TRUESDELL 

Town  Clerk 


Town  Auditor's  Report 

January  15,  1957 

I  have  examined  and  compared  the  reports  of  the  Slect- 
men,  Treasurer  and  Town  Clerk  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1956  and  have  found  them  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


SAMUEL  MURRAY 

Auditor 
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Assessor's  Report 


Total  assessed  valuation:  Real  Estate  $  459,692.00 

Total  assessed  valuation  Pers.  Property  238,676.00 


Total  assessed  valuation  $  698,368.00 

Total  number  acres  assessed  14,663 

Total  amount  assessed  taxes  $53,888.33 

Tax  rate  per  thousand  dollar  valuation  77.00 

Total  assessed  valuation  tax  exempt  property:  57,080.00 

Number  of  horses  assessed  24 

Number  of  cows  assessed  55 

Number  of  heifers  assessed  28 

Number  of  sheep  assessed  4 

Number  of  goats  assessed  4 


CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY 
CLIFFORD  W.  SIBLEY 
HOWARD  0.  TRUESDELL 

Board  of  Assessors 
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Report  of  the  Fire  Department 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Rowe: 

The  Rowe  Volunteer  Fire  Department  responded  to  13 
calls  in  1956.     These  calls  are  broken  down  as  follows: 
one  house  fire,  six  chimney  fires,  four  brush  fires,  one  auto- 
mobile and  one  oil  burner  fire. 

In  October  of  1956  a  new  procedure  for  reporting  a  fire 
went  into  effect.  By  simply  dialing  9-4961  five  locations 
may  be  alerted.  With  this  system  men  and  equipment  are 
dispatched  much  more  rapidly  than  was  possible  before.  To 
further  improve  our  fire  protection  I  strongly  recommend 
that  we  join  with  31  of  our  neighbor  towns  and  equip  our 
department  with  the  Mutual  Aid  System  two-way  radios. 
Because  these  radios  are  also  used  in  other  emergencies, 
the  Federal  Government  through  the  Civil  Defense  Agency 
will  pay  50%  of  the  cost  of  such  radio  equipment.  In  a 
National  emergency  such  equipment  would  be  indispensable. 
An  article  has  been  placed  in  the  Warrant  requesting  the 
necessary  funds  for  this  purpose. 

We  are  again  indebted  to  Captain  Leslie  Ackerman  of 
the  Greenfield  Fire  Department  who  conducted  a  course  in 
Fire  Fighting  covering  pumper  operation,  ladder  work,  oil 
fires,  etc.  We  also  had  a  joint  practice  with  Charlemont 
in  relaying  water  through  two  pumps. 

The  Volunteer  Firemen's  Association  again  sponsored 
the  Independence  Day  Celebration  which  is  combined  with 
the  Firemen's  Field  Day  and  Old  Timer's  Re-union.  This 
day  is  becoming  the  high  point  of  summer  community  acti- 
vities. The  Association  members  have  voted  to  provide 
transportation  for  any  boy  (age  10-15)  who  is  interested  in 
the  4-H  Club  in  Charlemont.  At  present  eight  boys  are 
enrolled. 

Two  new  water  holes  were  developed  this  year:  one 
near  Mr.  Robert  Swenson's  house  and  one  on  Mr.  Roy  Bent's 
property.     The  water  hole  near  Mr.  Elwin  Truesdell's  house 
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was  repaired.  The  water  supply  on  the  Bent  property  is 
excellent  and  should  provide  good  protection  against  forest 
fires  on  Veber  Mountain  ("Old  Smokey"). 

I  wish  to  extend  thanks  to  the  townspeople  for  their 
cooperation  and  support  and  to  the  men  of  the  Department 
I  can  sincerely  say:  "Well  done!" 

Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  HENRY  STANFORD 

Chief 
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Report  of  the  Rowe  Town  Library 


Books  circulated 


2436 


Adult  fiction 
Adult  non-fiction 
Juvenile  fiction 


1229 
340 
651 
216 


Juvenile  non-fiction 
Magazines  circulated 
Books  purchased 
Books  received  (gifts) 
Books  added  to  circulation 


451 
33 
50 

83 


Pines  collected 


$10.89 


Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  for  gifts  of  money, 
books  and  magazines  to  the  State  Regional  Library  in  Green- 
field, Dr.  Paul  Schubert,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Henderson, 
Mrs.  Grace  Stanford,  Miss  Margaret  P.  Hamlin,  Miss  Emma 
Blizzard,  Miss  Bertha  Chapin,  Miss  Edith  Kloetzle,  Mr.  Harry 
Duncan,  Mr.  David  Hoxie,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Codrick,  the  Lincoln 
and  Therese  Filene  Foundation,  the  American  Cancer  Society 
(Mass.  Div.),  the  American  Petroleum  Institute,  the  Cumming- 
ton  Press,  Mr.  Alfred  P.  Sloan,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Jean  Rockefeller 
Mauze. 

The  library  trustees  are  especially  appreciative  of  a 
legacy  of  $200.00  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Lawrence  Lee. 
Mr.  Lee  had  been  a  summer  resident  of  Rowe  and  a  good 
friend  of  the  library  for  many  years. 

On  July  7,  1956,  in  connection  with  the  Volunteer  Fire- 
men's Annual  Field  Day  an  exhibition  was  held  by  the 
Yankee  Atomic  Electric  Company.  Charts  were  on  display, 
explanations  were  made  and  specific  questions  were  answer- 
ed relating  to  the  future  construction  and  functioning  of 
the  atomic  power  plant  in  Rowe. 

The  library  trustees  and  librarian  wish  to  thank  Mr. 
Robert  A.  Hollis,  President  of  the  Worchester  Mineral  Club, 
for  his  aid  in  classifying  and  labeling  specimens  in  the  min- 
eral collection. 

Instruction  has  been  given  to  upper  grade  children  in 
the  use  of  reference  materials  available  in  the  library.  Col- 
lections of  books  relating  to  topics  being  studied  were  taken 
to  the  Village  School. 
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This  year  a  special  section  in  the  library  was  set  aside 
for  a  collection  of  prose  and  poetry  written  by  former  and 
present  residents  and  interested  visitors  to  Rowe.  Many 
contributions  have  been  made  for  which  we  are  most  grate- 
ful. \^'e  hope  to  see  this  collection  grow  in  the  future  and 
all  contributions  are  welcome. 

During  the  year  the  library  building  was  repainted 
which  has  greatly  improved  its  appearance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DOROTHY  N.  STEVENS 

Rowe  Town  Librarian 


BOOKS  PURCHASED 

ADULT 


Allis 

The  rising  storm 

Ascn 

The  prophet 

Ciiristie 

Hickory  dickory  death 

(jriies 

Hannah  Fowler 

Kanter 

Andersonville 

TC 1  ail  rf  o  o  "P/^ 

1  lie  iosx  wdgoii 

Sandoz 

Miss  Morissa 

Schoonover 

The  Queen'  cross 

Scott 

Sea — wyf 

Van  de  Water 

Wings  of  the  morning 

Waugh 

Island  in  the  sun 

Denis 

Leopard  in  my  lap 

Fitzgerald 

Papa  married  a  mormon 

Hall 

Me  papoose  sitter 

Kennedy 

Profiles  in  courage 

Kieth 

Bare  feet  in  the  palace 

Linscott  &  Stien 

Why  you  do  what  you  do 

Roberts 

Parakeets  in  your  hojuo 

Shov 

After  you,  Marco  Polo 

Stefanson 

Great  adventures  and  explorations 

SENILE 

Anderson 

Saddlebag  summer 

Oavanna 

Passport  to  romance 

Farley 

Island  stallion  races 

McKloskey 

Blueberries  for  Sal 

Piuer 

The  little  engine  that  could 

Thessalt 

Wake-up  farm 

Rag  book  library 

Coatsworth 

Mouse  chorus 

Kiernan 

An  introduction  to  wild  flowers 

Pearl 

The  tenth  wonder  —  atomic  energy 

Waitts 

First  book  of  pre-historic  animals 

Witte 

Adventure  book  of  rocks 
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ADULT 
Asinov 
Lofts 
Lofts 
Melville 
Cervantes 
James 
Armstrong 
Tibbel 
Queen 
Brand 
Brand 
Brand 


BOOKS  RECEIVED  —  (GIFTS) 


The  stars  like  dust 
Bless  this  house 
The  cute  player 
Typee 
Don  Quixote 
The  sacred  fount 
The  unsuspected 
Touched  with  fire 
Calamity  town 
The  night  horseman 
The  untamed 
Alcatraz 


Righ 
Marlowe 
McKennyy 

Brooks 
Foley 
Phelps 
Miller 
Cameron 
Fosdick 
Mawson 

Montle,  Gassnei 
Yarmolinsky 
Chancer 
Smith 
Garnett 
Bell 

Sophocles 
Sockman 
Babson 
Wildman 
Hall 

Hancock 
Duffy 
O'brien 

American  Cancer  Society 
Mass.  State  Government 
Concise  French  and  English  dictionary 
Complete  works  of  Homer 
The  journals  of  Andre  Gide 
Colendges 
Thomas  Aquinas 
JUVENILE 
Browne 
Chapman 
Hendryx 
Hendryx 
Hendryx 
Otis 
Slotlz 


Syrian  Yankee 
Coaching  roads  of  old  New  England 
The  wild  garden 
New  England  Indian  summer 
Vegetables  gardening  in  color 
The  advance  of  English  poetry  in  the  20th  Century 

Speak  to  the  earth 
The  truth  about  cancer 
John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.  A  portrait 
Rogels  Thesaurus 
A  treasury  of  the  theatre 
The  poems,  prose  and  plays  of  Alex.  Puskin 

Canterbury  tales 
White  pillars 
The  plays  of  Anton  Chekov 
Poems  of  R.  Greene,  C.  Marlowe  and  B.  Jonson 

The  Thebon  plays 
How  to  believe 
Business  fundamentals 
Famous  leaders  of  industry 
Handbook  of  Yosemite  National  Park 
Jiu  Jitsu  combat  tricks 
Father  Duffy's  story 
White  shadows  in  the  south  seas 
Cancer  -  a  manual  for  practitioner 
A  citizen's  handbook 


Practical  works  (3  volumes) 
Selected  writings 


The  white  blanket 
Green  timber  trails 
Connie  Morgan  in  Alaska 
Connie  Morgan  in  the  lumber  camps 
Connie  Morgan  with  the  mounted 
An  amateur  fireman 
Two  by  two 
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Report  of  the 
Western  County  Welfare  District 


Each  year  seems  to  increase  our  clerical  duties  with 
statistical  reporting,  medical  authorizations  and  budgetary 
changes.  An  increase  of  5.07%  in  cost  of  living,  effective 
July  1,  1956,  necessitating  the  refiguring  of  all  budgets  with 
increases  in  most  cases. 

The  unusual  amount  of  sickness  has  caused  considerable 
time  to  be  spent  in  the  field  as  well  as  additional  expenses 
to  towns  of  the  district. 

Our  case  load  has  shifted  from  one  category  to  another 
but  little  change  in  the  total.  The  payments  are  higher  due 
to  cost  of  living  increase  and  the  unusual  amount  of  sickness 
demanding  more  medical  attention,  hospitalization  and  nurs- 
ing home  care. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  analysis  of  the  District 
activities: 


Number  of  applications  taken:  11 

Number  of  home  visits  made:  203 

Not  at  home  9 

Number  of  office  calls:  28 
Number  of  visits  from  State  &  Federal  Auditors 

in  office:  14 


Number  of  Welfare  Association  Meetings  attended:  3 

Number  of  visits  not  classified  as  home  visits: 

(Re:  Hospital,  Employment  Office,  Town  Treasurers, 
Clerks,  Assessors  and  Board  Members,  Attorney's 
Office  and  Registry  of  Deeds.)  53 

Transportation  of  recipients:  12 


OAA 

ADC 

DA 

GR 

Rowe  cases  Jan.  1,  1956 

10 

0 

2 

0 

New  case 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Cases  closed 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Cases  Jan.  1,  1957 

10 

1 

2 

0 

Grants  paid 

$8663.22 

$747.00 

$1543.10 

0 

Medicals  paid 

3968.33 

5.00  - 

24.94 

$263.70 

$2277.66  of  the  OAA  medical  payments  went  to  nursing  homes. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT 

Balance  brought  forward  from 

Dec.  31,  1955  $  809.03 

Town  Appropriations: 

Charlemont  966.00 

Hawley  276.00 

Heath  368.00 

Monroe  322.00 

Rowe  368.00 

Federal  Grant  Administration: 

District  OAA  2,275.99 

District  ADC  481.57 

District  DA  417.73 

State  Administration: 

District  ADC  321.04 

District  OAA  1,517.32 

District  DA  278.48 

District  GR  117.34 

Withholding  Tax  706.80 

Franklin  County  Retire.  System  297.00 

Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Agent  $ 

Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Transportation 

Edith  B.  Lynch,  clerk 

Mary  L.  Carpenter,  Treasurer 

Bond  for  Treasurer 

Supplies  and  Communications 

Town  of  Charlemont,  rent 

Assessed  share — Franklin  County  Retirement 

Withholding — Franklin  County  Retirement 

Withholding — Federal  Tax 

Miscellanieus  expenses 

Credit  balance  carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  1957 


3,600.00 
196.74 
2,340.00 
50.00 
5.00 
273.20 
300.00 
370.60 
297.00 
706.80 
24.50 
1,358.46 


,522.30  $9,522.30 


Respectfully  submitted, 


PHYLLIS  L.  HEIST 


Agent 
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I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  report  to  be  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Western  Franklin 
Welfare  District  for  the  year  1956.  ^ 

Respectfully, 

MARY  L.  CARPENTER 
Treasurer 


1957  Budget 

Salary: 

Agent  $  3,600.00 

Clerk  2,460.00 

Treasurer  100.00 

Telephone  130.00 

Travel  240.00 

Bonding  Treasurer  5.00 

Postage  120.00 

Supplies  50.00 

Misc.  Charges  75.00 

Rent  300.00 

Assessed  share  Franklin  Co.  Retire.  187.35 


Total  $  7,367.35 

Balance  brought  forward  from  1956  $  1,358.46 

Estimated  amount  to  be  received: 

Federal  3,000.00 
State  2,100.00 


$  6,458.46 


Voted  at  the  December  4,  1956  meeting  that  the  towns 
assessed  share  would  be  $1600  and  that  the  same  percentages 
were  to  be  used  as  in  1956. 

Charlemont  42%  $672.00 

Hawley  12%  192.00 

Heath  16%  256.00 

Monroe  14%  -224.00 

Rowe  16%  256.00 
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List  of  Voters  in  the  Town  of  Rowe 


A 

Avery,  Charles  D   D 

Arno,  Dorothy  R 

Avery,  Lucy  J   R 

Avery,  Marion  A   T> 

B 

Baldrochi,  William  C  

Bjork,  Benjamin  F   R 

Bjork,  Frederick  J   R 

Bjork,  Wendell  W  

Bolton,  Lawrence  M   R 

Bond,  Charles  J  

Bond,  John  E   D 

Brown,  Clinton  E  

Brown,  George  C  

Baldrochi,  Irene  E  

Bjork,  Augusta  S.   

Bjork,  Florence  M   R 

Bond,  Anne  G   D 

Brown,  Rena  B  

C 

Clement,  Elmer  F  

Clement,  John  E  

Camp,  Elizabeth    R 

Chapin,  Bertha  E  

Clement,  Myrtle  L  

D 

Davenport,  Alton  S   R 

Desoe,  Harlan  J  

Dorsey,  Frederick  A   R 


Davenport,  Harriet  E. 
Davenport,  Maude  E. 

Desoe,  Gertrude  N  

Dorsey,  Lillias  H  


F 

Fitzroy,  Herbert  M. 
Furlon,  Leslie  M.  ... 

Furlon,  Fiore   

Fitzroy,,  Ruth  M.  . 


G 

Godfrey,  James  E  

Gorczakoski,  Joseph  J   R 

Godfrey,  Dora  M  

Gorczakoski,  Christine  E  R 

H 

Hager,  Verne  A   R 

Henderson,  Edward  C   R 

Henderson,  Mildred  H  R 

Houghtaling,  Helen  R  


I 

J 

Jackman,  Francis  M. 
Jackman,  Bertha 


K 

Knapp,  John  F  

Kloetzle,  Edith  M  

Knapp,  Ada  L   R 

L 

M 

Magnago,  Joseph    R 

Morton,  Newell  E  

Murray,  Samuel    R 

Magnago,  Silvia   

Magnago,  Valerie    R 

Murray,  Lillias  D   R 
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N 

Newell,  Ralph  L  

Newton,  Myron  A   R 

Nelson,  Margaret  C   R 

Nelson,  Margaret  C   R 

O 

P 

Palmer,  Ellsworth  E  

Passardi,  Alesio   

Pearson,  Samuel  E  

Pierce,  EfTord  H   D 

Palmer,  Arvon  G   R 

Pierce,  Frances  E  D 


Q 
R 

Rossi,  Joseph 
Rossi,  Caroline 


S 

Scrivens,  Frederick  H  

Shea,  Raymond  P  

Shumway,  Chandler  C   R 

Shumway,  Richard  E   R 

Sibley,  Clifford  W   R 

Sibley,  Emory  B   R 

Sifton,  Henry   

Soule,  Kenneth    R 

Stanford,  Joseph  H   R 

Stevens,  Raymond  B   R 

Swenson,  Robert  G   R 

Schuler,  Ree  B   R 

Scrivens,  Betty  R  

Shumway,  Alice  M  

Shumway,  Eleanor  L   R 

Sibley,  Anna  M  

Sibley,  Jessie  F  R 

Sibley,  Margaret   

Sibley,  M.  Arlene   

Sibley,  Mary  E   R 

Sibley,  Fannie  B  


Soule,  Evelyn  L  

Stafford,  Fannie  E  

Stanford,  Grace  G  R 

Stanford,  Lila  M   R 

Stevens,  Dorothy  N   R 

T 

Truesdell,  Adelbert  F  

Truesdell,  Gerald  A   R 

Truesdell,  Howard  0   R 

Tuttle,  Charles  C   R 

Truesdell,  Alice  V   R 

Truesdell,  Edith   R 

Truesdell,  Sarah  A  

Tuttle,  Annie  N   R 

U 

Upham,  Clarence  A.   

V 

Veber,  Ellsworth  W  

Veber,  Ellsworth  W.,  Jr  

Veber,  Floyd  A   R 

Veber,  George  F  R 

VanAlstine,  Maude  M  

Veber,  Blanch  C   R 

Veber,  Edwina  F  

Veber,  Irene  S   R 

Veber,  Nellie  E  R 

W 

Williams,  John  H.,  Jr   R 

Winn,  Ralph  P  

Wyland,  G.  Alan    R 

Williams,  Elizabeth  A   R 

Williams,  June  0   R 

Williams,  Nancy  E   R 

Williams,  Nancy  N   R 

Wyland,  Florence  E   R 


Note:  Notify  the  Board  of  Re- 
gistrars in  case  of  error 
or  omission. 
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Report  of  the  School  Committee 


COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 
Arvon  Palmer,  Secretary 
Florence  Wyland,  Chairman 
Efford  Pierce 

PERSONNEL 

Wilson  L.  Tilley 

Samuel  J.  Galbo,  M.  D. 

Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 

Horace  Warfield 

Jeannette  Rich 

Lee  Hoiby  (resigned) 

Esther  Galbraith  (resigned) 

Phyllis  Volland 

Paul  Williams  (resigned) 

Nellie  Veber 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1953 
Term  expires  1959 


Superintendent 
School  Physician 
School  Nurse 
Attendance  Officer 
Art  Supervisor 
Music  Supervisor 
Music  Supervisor 
Teacher 
Janitor 
Janitor 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 
First  Winter  Term: 

Opens  January  2,  1957  -  Closes  February  15,  1957 
Second  Winter  Term: 

Opens  February  25,  1957  -  Closes  April  18,  1957 
Spring  Term: 

Opens  April  29,  1957  -  Closes  June  14,  1957  (Elem.) 
Fall  Term: 

Opens  September  4,  1957 


SCHOOL  HOLIDAYS 
New  Years  Day 
Good  Friday  &  Patriot's  Day 
Memorial  Day 

Teachers'  Convention  (Tentative) 
Veteran's  Day 
Thanksgiving 
Christmas  Holidays 


January  1,  1957 
April  19,  1957 
May  30,  1957 
October  4,  1957 
November  11,  1957 
Closes  noon  November  27,  1957 
Closes  noon  December  20,  1957 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


To  the  School  Committee  and  citizens  of  Rowe: 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  herewith  submit  my  first  annual 
report. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  in  recent  years  there  has  been 
steady  progress  toward  providing  higher  standards  of  educa- 
tion for  your  community.  Your  School  Committee  has  re- 
cently adopted  a  salary  schedule  which  should  help  to  insure 
this  continued  progress. 

Mrs.  Volland  continues  to  do  an  excellent  job  with 
Grades  1-5.     Her  effort  and  cooperation  are  commendable. 

To  improve  upon  or  even  maintain  the  present  accom- 
plishments, you,  as  voters,  must  make  a  decision  in  the  nea^^ 
future  regarding  the  housing  of  Grades  1-8.  If  you  join  a 
regional  high  school  7-12,  you  still  must  provide  for  Grades 
1-6  with  additional  building  facilities.  Your  School  Com- 
mittee has  sent  you  questionnaires  and  is  planning  an  open 
forum  on  the  school  question  at  town  meeting.  It  is  hoped 
that  many  voters  will  attend  and  be  prepared  to  ask  any 
questions  which  will  help  them  arrive  at  an  intelligent  deci- 
sion which  must  be  made  in  the  immediate  future. 

There  has  been  a  revision  of  the  bus  routes  this  past 
year.  A  large  bus  to  Charlemont  was  voted  instead  of  three 
smaller  vehicles  which  would  have  been  necessary.  Bus 
contracts  the  previous  year  fluctuated  from  $42.10  to  $45.10 
daily.  Under  the  present  contracts,  the  daily  cost  is  $42.50. 
Since  the  number  of  pupil  miles  has  increased  over  last  year 
with  no  significant  change  of  cost,  it  would  seem  that  your 
School  Committee  has  made  a  wise  decision. 

Miss  Nellie  Veber  was  appointed  Janitor  beginning  in 
September  and  has  since  been  doing  an  outstanding  iob  in 
providing  a  clean,  wholesome  atmosphere  for  the  children  to 
work  in. 

Because  sound  education  can  only  be  attained  through 
50und  health,  there  will  continue  to  be  stress  upon  the  phy- 
sical fitness  of  your  children.  Miss  Dorothy  Morehouse  is 
to  be  highly  commended  for  her  accomplishments  in  this  area. 
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I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  ap- 
preciation for  the  cooperation  and  help  extended  to  me  by 
everyone  in  the  community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILSON  L.  TILLEY 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


ROWE  PUPILS 

Membership  by  Age  and  Grade,  October  1,  1956 
AGES 

Grade                    5    6    7    8    9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  Totil 

1  3  3 

2  1  1 

3  3    1  4 

4  6   1  7 

5  2    111  5 

6  13    2    1  7 

7  2    2    111  7 

8  1111  4 

9  12  3 

10  1  1 

11  112 

12  0 

Total                      31374456443  44 
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DISSURSEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AND  BUDGET  FOE  1957 


1956 
Adu. 

1  1956 
Spent 

1957 
Budget 

Superintendent 

Salary  and  Expenses 

$  710.00 

$  682.99 

$  700.00 

Instruction 

Teachers  and  Supervisors 

3,780.00 

3,630.00 

4,140.00 

Books  and  Supplies 

250.00 

208.71 

250.00 

Hiienien  udi  y  diiu  xiiigin  ocnooi 

OjOoU.UU 

8  1  7Q  QO 

o,i  <  D.oyj 

Q  SI  n  no 

Tuition 

Ele  me  n  tary 

0,oOU.UU 

nnn  nn 

nigii  oiCiiU'Ui 

o  A!^f]  no 

1  74.7  4.0 

4  f^nn  nn 

Maintenance 

Janitor  Service 

Ann  nn 
4UU.UU 

Q 1  n  nn 

And  nn 
4uU.uU 

r  'uei 

ot^n  no 

400  91 

Qor;  nn 

T  1  rffKifiC 

1  no  nn 

1  n^  «« 

1 9p;  nn 

ricpdil  S 

1  nn  no 

IUU.UU 

OQ«  QQ 

1 9'=i  on 

N  ew  E  qu  ip me  nit 

■71^  nn 

AnQ  7Q 

t^n  nn 
ou.uu 

ividiiitcii'cixivt;  ou.jJ^i'ico 

100.00 

47.70 

50.00 

Telephone 

6o!oo 

58^84 

8o!oo 

Health 

Physician 

50.00 

51.64 

60.00 

aviemicii  HiXdimndiLions 

50.00 

10.00 

50.00 

Lip  Reading  &  Transiportation 

135.00 

87.00 

240.00 

Union  Expense 

Rent  (Superintendent's  Office) 

44.00 

50.00 

50.00 

Telephone 

10.00 

16.30 

20.00 

Clerical 

56.00 

66.00 

95.00 

Miscellaneous 

10.00 

19.82 

10.00 

Miscellaneous 

50.00 

34.03 

100.00 

$23,210.00  $21,831.34  $26,180.00 

Appropriation  for  1956 

$ 

23,210.00 

Refund  from  Mass.  Teachers' 

Retirement 

2.70 

Total  Available 

$ 

23,212.70 

To<tal  Expended  -  1956 

21,831.34 

Unexpended  Balance  -  1956 

$ 

1,381.36 

Total  Expended  -  1956 

$ 

21,831.34 

State  Reimbursements 

9,766.39 

Actual  Cost  to  Town 

$ 

12,064.95 
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Report  of  the  Cemetery  Committee 


The  Cemetery  Committee  is  pleased  to  report  continued 
extensive  improvements  and  a  satisfactory  maintenance  pro- 
gram in  the  West  Cemetery  at  an  expense  substantially  under 
its  budget.  A  part  of  the  savings  realized  in  1956  have  been 
invested  in  lime  and  fertilizer  to  be  used  in  this  and  the  North 
Cemetery  during  the  coming  season. 

The  condition  of  the  North  Cemetery  after  years  of 
neglect  is  such  that  only  a  major  grading,  fertilizing  and 
re-seeding  project  will  affect  any  material  improvement  in 
its  appearance.  For  that  reason  routine  maintenance  was 
held  to  a  minimum  at  that  location  during  1956.  This  comit- 
tee  requests  the  same  budget  of  $450  dollars  that  we  were 
allowed  during  the  past  year,  a  substantial  portion  of  which, 
it  is  proposed,  will  be  spent  in  long  range  improvement  in 
the  North  Cemetery. 

The  combination  hearse  house  and  tool  shed  voted  at 
the  1956  town  meeting  with  an  appropriation  of  $500  dollars 
was  constructed  early  in  the  year.  This  committee  inter- 
preted the  sentiment  of  the  meeting  as  desiring  that  the 
hearse  be  displayed  to  public  view  and  the  building  was  de- 
signed to  permit  inspection  of  that  vehicle.  The  committee 
acknowledges  both  the  gift  of  stain  from  Mr.  George  Quinn 
with  which  the  structure  was  painted  and  an  exceptionally 
low  bid  from  the  building  contractors  which  made  possible 
construction  within  the  limited  funds  available. 

JOHN  E.  BOND,  Chairman 
ROBERT  G.  SWENSON 
CLIFFORD  W.  SIBLEY 

I 

Cemetery  Committee 
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Report  of  the  Western 
Franklin  Veterans  Service  Center 


To  The  Selectmen  of  Rowe: 

Herewith  is  my  twelfth  annual  report  as  Director  of 
Veterans'  Services  and  Veterans'  Agent  for  the  ten  Towns  of 
the  Western  Franklin  District. 

For  the  year  1956  requests  for  assistance  at  our  office 
numbered  Nine  Hundred  Sixty  Two.  According  to  our  re- 
cords these  included  Forty-One  registrations  for  Selective 
Service,  Thirty  Eight  applications  for  Medical  and  Hospital 
treatment  and  twelve  requests  for  assistance  with  Veterans 
Administration  pensions.  Photostat  work  is  still  done  on 
Tuesday  of  each  week  and  a  total  of  Twelve  Hundred  Thirty- 
Seven  prints  were  made  in  1956. 

Applicants  receiving  Veterans'  Benefits  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  115  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended, 
have  been  fewer  in  number  than  in  1955,  but  the  total  cost 
was  greater  due  to  necessary  Medical  expenses.  We  have 
thirty-one  applications  and  at  present  have  seventeen  active 
cases.  A  total  of  Twenty-Three  Thousand  Three  Hundred 
Ninety  Two  Dollars  and  Ninety-eight  cents  ($23,392.98)  was 
administered  for  the  seven  towns  concerned. 

Our  files  now  contain  the  records  of  One  Thousand  Six 
Hundred  Forty  Seven  veterans  of  the  Spanish  War,  World 
War  One,  World  War  Two  and  Korea  periods.  Work  on 
the  permanent  records  has  been  continued  as  time  allowed 
during  the  past  year  and  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made. 

The  total  of  our  monthly  administrative  expense  war- 
rants for  the  past  year  is  Five  Thousand  Ten  Dollars  and 
Fourteen  Cents  ($5,010.14)  about  Two  Hundred  Dollars  less 
than  the  budget  set  up  for  1956.  The  sum  of  Twenty-eight 
Dollars  and  Twenty  Five  cents  ($28.25)  was  turned  over  to 
the  Treasurer  for  outside  Photostat  work  done  at  our  office. 

Assistance  is  still  being  furnished  by  the  Veterans'  Ad- 
ministration Contact  Representative,  Mr.  Edward  A.  O'Neil, 
and  this  greatly  facilitates  our  dealings  with  the  Government. 
The  attendance  of  District  Committeemen  at  the  monthly 
meetings  is  encouraging  and  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ROBERT  E.  SCOTT 

Director  and  Veterans'  Agent 
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Report  of  the 
War  Memorial  Committee 


The  War  Memorial  Committee  appointed  at  Town  Meet- 
ing in  1955  and  whose  tenure  was  extended  at  the  1956 
meeting  with  an  appropriation  of  $500  was  unable  to  com- 
plete the  task  of  listing  veterans  of  the  major  wars  in 
sufficient  time  to  place  an  order  for  a  tablet  during  the  past 
year. 

This  committee  requests  the  carrying  forward  of  the  un- 
expended 1956  appropriation  so  that  the  work  may  be  com- 
pleted and  the  tablet  erected  this  year. 

This  committee  acknowledges  the  assistance  of  Librarian 
Dorothy  Stevens  and  several  townspeople  as  well  as  frequent 
reference  to  Percy  Brown's  History  of  Rowe  in  the  hercula- 
nean  task  of  listing  and  verifying  names  of  Revolutionary 
War  Veterans. 

JOHN  E.  BOND,  Chairman 
MARY  E.  SIBLEY 
JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 

War  Memorial  Committee 
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Report  of  the  Western 
Franklin  Public  Health  District 


SCHOOL  AND  DISTRICT  NURSE  REPORT 

The  Public  Health  Nursing  activities  in  the  towns  of 
Charlemont,  Hawley,  Heath  and  Rowe  include  many  types 
of  visits.  School  health,  Clinics  and  home  calls  for  all  ages 
are  made  to  help  folks  keep  well  and  to  care  for  those  who 
are  sick. 

The  school  health  program  was  a  very  busy  one,  this 
year,  with  a  total  of  13  polio  clinics  added  to  the  regular 
activities  of  physical  examinations,  tests,  check-ups,  etc. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  great  majority  of  all  the 
children  in  these  4  towns,  from  6  months  up  to  20  in  school, 
have  had  the  protection  of  2  doses  of  the  Salk  Polio  vaccine. 
The  "teen  agers"  out  of  school  did  not  respond  as  well. 
Many,  of  course,  were  away  from  home.  I  cannot  stress  too 
greatly  this  need  of  protection  against  polio  to  the  young 
adults,  up  to  age  30  at  least.  This  is  the  unprotected  group 
now.     The  family  doctor  will  give  it  -  go  to  him! 

Flans  for  the  3rd  dose,  called  booster,  are  being  made. 
This  comes  at  least  7  months  after  the  2nd  dose. 

Severe  colds  have  been  prevalent  among  the  school  child- 
ren. Many  have  developed  ear  aches.  Without  medical 
attention,  a  neglected  ear  infection  could  lead  to  a  chronic 
condition  and  a  permanent  hearing  loss.  A  child  with  a 
fresh  cold,  or  one  who  is  coughing,  can  quickly  spread  hiz 
cold  to  many  others  in  the  school  room.  He  is  a  sick  child. 
May  I  ask  parents  to  keep  such  a  child  home  -  for  his  health 
and  that  of  other  children.  This  request  is  wholeheartedly 
approved  by  all  the  school  personnel.  At  the  start,  a  day  or 
two  in  bed  will  often  check  a  cold  that  might  lead  to  a  severe 
illness.  There  were  40,000  vitamin  A  &  D  capsules  pur- 
chased by  the  District  last  fall.  They  may  be  bought  at 
non  profit  rates  all  winter. 
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School  physical  examinations  were  given  in  the  High, 
Hawlemont  &  Rowe  schools  by  Dr.  S.  J.  Galbo  and  in  the 
Heath  School  by  Dr.  H.  E.  Oxman.  Dental  caries  was  the 
outstanding  defect,  others  were  weak  arches,  enlarged  ton- 
sils and  hardened  ear  wax.  School  vision  tests  are  nearly 
completed.  Those  who  fail  are  retested.  With  a  second 
failure  the  parents  are  notified  and  a  visit  to  an  eye  special- 
ist advised. 

Mrs.  Beda  Langevin  tested  the  hearing  of  all  children 
in  the  school  union.  Follow  up  was  made  on  the  few  cases 
with  hearing  loss.  Many  of  the  children  who  attend  Mrs. 
Langevin's  classes  for  defective  speech  are  showing  marked 
improvement. 

Our  teachers  are  doing  an  excellent  job  in  v/atching  the 
health  of  the  pupils.  I  am  pleased  to  be  notified  of  an  ill 
child  or  an  abnormal  skin  condition  so  that  care  may  be  given. 
With  a  suspicious  contagious  condition  all  pupils  in  the  area 
are  checked  by  the  nurse. 

Miss  Genevieve  Ely,  State  Dental  Hygienist,  examined 
the  teeth  of  all  pupils  in  the  school  union.  She  does  more 
than  just  check  their  teeth  and  send  home  a  notice  when 
dental  care  is  needed.  I  stayed  with  her  one  day.  She 
talked  to  them  as  she  worked  -  explaining  why  dental  care 
was  advisable.  Some  held  up  a  mirror  so  they  could  really 
see  a  bad  tooth  or  a  little  defect  that  their  dentist  might  want 
to  check  and  perhaps  fill  and  so  prevent  greater  decay.  'It 
is  the  brushing  that  counts".  Regular,  thorough  brushing 
the  teeth  removes  food  particles  and  greatly  helps  to  prevent 
decay.  So  many  children  forget  to  brush!  It  was  such 
fine  dental  health  education  and  surely  an  incentive  to  the 
pupil  for  good  dental  care.  Eighty  one  percent  of  the  child- 
ren in  grades  1  through  12  needed  dental  corrective  care. 

A  modified  Red  Cross  Home  Nursing  course  was  given 
at  the  High  School  to  the  Senior  and  Junior  class  girls. 
They  learned,  by  practicing  on  each  other,  how  to  give  care 
and  comfort  to  a  sick  helpless  person  in  the  home. 

To  the  Greenfield  Health  Camp  went  2  girls  and  3  boys. 
Often  a  child  is  chosen  who  is  quite  shy.  Mixing  with  other 
children  and  being  a  ''bit  on  their  own"  is  of  great  help  to 
them. 

The  annual  Well  Child  Conferences  were  held  in  July 
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at  the  Hawlemont  School.  Dr.  M.  B.  Low  was  the  examining 
physician  and  Mrs.  George  Coombs  the  nutritionist.  A  den- 
tal hygienist  was  not  available  this  year.  How  nice  to  find 
a  child  is  in  perfect  health.  Any  abnormal  conditions  are 
referred  to  the  family  doctor  for  care.  The  number  attend- 
ing were:  Charlemont  65,  Hawley  26,  Heath  33  and  Rowe  23. 

Visits  were  made  to  new  borns,  infants  and  pre-school 
children  to  be  of  help  to  the  mother  in  maintaining  good 
health  of  the  child. 

I  sincerely  thank  the  organizations  in  the  Towns  for  their 
generous  contributions  that  help  greatly  in  our  health  work 
for  children.     They  were: 

The  Charlemont  Lions  Club  -  Eye  examinations  and 
glasses  -  Health  Camp  for  two  -  a  very  generous  sum  for 
school  lunches  for  under  weight  youngsters  and  $100  for  the 
Dental  Fund. 

The  Ladies  Aid  of  the  Federated  Church  -  $3.55  for  lolly 
pops  at  a  large  Polio  Vaccine  clinic. 

Donations  to  continue  our  Dental  Program  were  kindly 
given  by: 

The  Ladies  Aid  of  the  Federated  Church  -  $3.55  for  lolly 
pops  at  a  large  Polio  Vaccine  clinic. 

Donations  to  continue  our  Dental  Program  were  kindly 
given  by:  The  Ladies  Aid  of  the  Federated  Church,  The 
Charlemont  Womans  Club,  The  Mt.  Peak  Rebekah  Lodge, 
The  Charlemont  Lions  Club,  The  American  Legion,  Patrick 
J.  Coyne,  Post  No.  171,  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
The  West  Hawley  Ladies  Aid,  The  Ladies  Aid  of  Heath,  The 
Heath  Parent  Teachers  Asso.,  The  Heath  Grange,  The  Rowe 
Grange  and  The  Rowe  Fire  Department. 

How  am  I  ever  going  to  show  my  appreciation  to  the 
many  folks  in  the  Towns  who  have  so  kindly  helped  me  with 
so  many  health  activities!     I  am  very  greatful  to  you  all. 

The  Committee  of  the  Western  Franklin  Public  Health 
District,  The  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the  Principals,  the 
Teachers,  the  Custodians,  the  many  Well  Child  Conference 
workers,  all  the  Polio  Clinic  ladies  and  other  folks  in  the 
Towns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
DOROTHY  MOREHOUSE 
District  Nurse 
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BUDGET  FOR  1957 

Nurse's  Salary  $  3,600.00 

Milage  500.00 

Supplies  150.00 

Telephone  150.00 

Office  Rent  300.00 

Treasurer's  Salary  100.00 

Miscellaneous  25.00 


$  4,825.00 

From  cash  in  treasury  425.00 


$  4,400.00 


TOWNS'  SHARES 

Charlemont        51%       $  2,244.00 

Heath               20%  880.00 

Hawley              17%  748.00 

Rowe                 12%  528.00 


$  4,400.00 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Receipts: 

Balance  brought  forward 

January  1,  1956  $  516.44 

Town  of  Charlemont  2,244.00 

Town  of  Heath  880.00 

Town  of  Hawley  748.00 

Town  of  Rowe  528.00 

Nursing  Fees  260.75 

Dental  Fund  75.00 

Capsules  76.00 

Withholding  511.20 


Total  $  5,839.39 
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Disbursements: 

Nurse's  Salary 

$  3,475.00 

Nurse's  Mileage 

345.52 

New  England  Tel  &  Tel. 

121.28 

Phone  Service 

37.00 

Supplies 

70.30 

Treasurer's  Salary 

100.00 

Office  Rent 

300.00 

Treasurer's  Bond 

5.00 

Doctor  Ostrowski 

4.00 

Health  Conference  Expense 

15.00 

Vitamins 

89.99 

E.  F.  Mahady  Supplies 

12.66 

Withholding 

511.20 

Total  $  5,086.95 

Balance  carried  forward  to  1957  752.44 


Respectfully  submitted, 


MARY  L.  CARPENTER 


Treasurer 
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Summary  of  the  Town  Meeting  Action 


ANNUAL  MEETING  —  FEBRUARY  6,  1956 


Article  1.  Heard  and  accepted  the  reports  of  the  Town 
Officers. 

Article  2.    Chose  all  officers  not  on  the  ballot. 

Article  3.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $53,892.00  to  de- 
fray routine  charges,  expenses  and  outlays  of  the  several 
town  departments  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  4.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation 
of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1, 
1956. 

Article  5.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,600 
for  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  81  Highways 
and  in  addition  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum 
of  $7,000  for  the  State's  share  of  the  cost. 

Article  6.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $4,000 
for  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Construction. 

Article  7.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1,400  for  the 
town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Maintenance. 

Article  8.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1,000  for  the 
town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  Im- 
provement. 

Article  9.  Voted  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be  authorized 
to  replace  the  Highway  Department  Truck  #3  (FWD)  and 
that  $4,000  be  appropriated  from  available  funds  and  up 
to  $2,000  be  granted  from  Machinery  Maintenance  Account 
for  the  purchase  of  such  replacement. 

Article  10.  Voted  to  transfer  the  1955  Machinery  Earnings 
Fund  of  $8,286.98  to  the  1956  Machinery  Maintenance 
Account. 
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Article  11.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $500 
for  Bridge  and  Guard  Rails. 

Article  12.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $97.97  to  pro- 
vide for  a  deficit  in  the  1955  Winter  Roads  Account. 

Article  13.  Voted  that  the  sum  of  $300  be  raised  and  appro- 
priated for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  street  and 
directional  signs. 

Article  14.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $3,000  for  Spe- 
cial Road  Repair. 

Article  15.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the 
sum  of  $1,500  for  replacing  the  Town  Hall  Fire  Escape, 
painting  the  Town  Hall  and  repairing  and  painting  the 
Town  Hall  Shed. 

Article  16.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the 
sum  of  $300  to  paint  the  Fire  Station. 

Article  17.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the 
sum  of  $1,500  to  provide  Lavatory  facilities  at  the  Highway 
Department  Garage. 

Article  18.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the 
sum  of  $100  for  the  purchase  of  land  adjoining  the  Rowe 
Town  Library. 

Article  19.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $500 
to  build  a  Hearse  House  and  Tool  Shed  in  the  W est  Ceme- 
tery. 

Article  20.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $50  to  sponsor 
a  Christmas  Party  for  children  from  birth  to  sixth  grade 
and  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
be  in  charge. 

Article  21.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $500  for  pre- 
liminary work  on  the  Pelham  Lake  Recreation  Area. 

Article  22.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  $100 
to  suitably  mark  and  commemorate  the  site  of  Fort  Pelham. 

Article  23.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $82.22  for  the 
payment  of  a  bill  of  a  previous  year. 

Article  24.    Combined  with  Article  19. 

Article  25.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the 
sum  of  $200  for  the  purchase  of  a  16mm  Sound  Motion 
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Picture  Projector  for  the  Town  Hall  and  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $75  for  a  winter  series  of  moticM 
pictures. 

Article  26.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  $500 
for  an  Honor  Roll  and  All  Wars  Memorial. 

Article  27.  Voted  not  to  appropriate  funds  for  construction 
of  an  Athletic  Field. 

Article  28.  Voted  to  transfer  $1,500  from  overlay  surplus 
to  the  1956  Reserve  Fund. 

Article  29.  Voted  to  authorize  and  direct  the  Assessors  to 
take  $6,000  from  available  funds  to  reduce  the  tax  levy 
for  1956. 

Article  30.    No  Action. 

Article  31.  Voted  to  adopt  the  By-Laws  as  proposed  by  the 
By-Law  Committee. 

SPECIAL  MEETING  —  APRIL  4,  1956 

Article  1.  Voted  to  create  a  special  unpaid  committee  to 
be  known  as  a  Regional  School  District  Planning  Com- 
mittee, in  accordance  with  Section  14  of  Chapter  71  of  the 
General  Laws  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  $50.00  for  the 
use  of  said  committee. 

Article  2.  Voted  to  raise  and  approprpiate  $3,000  for  the 
Winter  Roads  Account. 

Article  3.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $500.00  for  Sand 
Account. 

SPECIAL  MEETING  —  NOVEMBER  2,  1956 

Article  1.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  $2,000. 
for  Old  Age  Assistance. 

Article  2.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  $600. 
for  Aid  to  Dependent  Children. 

Article  3.  Voted  that  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  718  of  the  Acts  of  1956  the  sum  of  $7,285.29  be 
appropriated  for  construction  work  on  Brittingham  Hill 
Road,  so  called. 

Article  4.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  dispose  of 
the  abandoned  Town  Hearse  House. 
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Aiiniial  Meeting  Warrant 


FRANKLIN,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Rowe: 
GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  Town 
affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe,  on  MONDAY, 
the  FOURTH  DAY  OF  FEBRUARY  next,  at  10:00  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  bring  in  their  votes  by 
ballot  for  the  following  officials: 

Clerk  for  one  year 

Treasurer  for  one  year 

Selectman  for  three  years 

School  Committee  Member  for  three  years 

Assessor  for  three  years 

Library  Trustee  for  three  years 

Library  Trustee  for  two  years 

Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 

Park  Commissioner  for  two  years 

Park  Commissioner  for  one  year 

Cemetery  Committee  Member  for  three  years 

Budget  Committee  Member  for  three  years 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year 

Auditor  for  one  year 

Constable  for  one  year 

For  the  purpose  of  electing  officials  by  ballot  the  polls 
will  be  opened  at  10:00  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be 
closed  at  6:00  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

And  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  further  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  Town 
affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe  on  Monday, 
the  fourth  of  February  next,  at  1:30  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 
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Article  1.  To  act  on  the  report  of  the  Town  Officers  and 
Committees. 

Article  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Officers  not  elected  by 
Ballot  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of 
the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1957,  and  to  issue 
a  note  or  notes  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any 
note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one 
year  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Chapter  44,  General 
Laws. 

Article  4.  To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available  funds  to 
pay  interest  and  maturing  debt,  and  for  charges,  expenses 
and  outlays  of  the  several  Town  Departments  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  following  sums  of  money 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  several  specific  pur- 
poses hereinafter  designated  and  that  the  same  be  ex- 
pended only  for  such  purposes  under  the  direction  of 
the  Officer,  Board  or  Committee  concerned,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Budget  Committee: 

$  800.00  Administration 

25.00  Animal  Inspector 

200.00  Board  of  Health 

2,500.00  Bonds  and  Insurance 

450.00  Cemeteries 

50.00  Children's  Xmas  Party 

25.00  Civil  Defense 

500.00  Contingent 

1,200.00  Fire  Department 

250.00  Forest  Fires 

400.00  Highway  Dept.,  Vacations 

500.00  Highways,  Bridge  &  Guard  Rail 

1,200.00  Highways,  Sand  Pile 

200.00  Highways,  Snow  Fence 

1,000.00  Highways,  Town  Account 

8,000.00  Highways,  Winter  Roads 

300.00  Independence  Day 

800.00  Library 

200.00  Motion  Picture  Series 
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10.00  Meat  Inspector 

1,000.00  Pelham  Lake  Park 

100.00  Police  Department 

50.00  Regional  High  School  Planning  Comm. 

26,180.00  Schools 

324.00  Street  Lights 

800.00  Town  Hall 
150.00 
3,030.00 


Town  Officers'  Expenses 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

$  900.00 

Selectmen 

300.00 

School  Committee 

510.00 

Assessors 

250.00 

Tax  Collector 

400.00 

Treasurer 

140.00 

Town  Clerk 

100.00 

Fire  Chief 

400.00 

Administrative  Clerk 

20.00 

Moderator 

5.00 

Auditor 

5.00 

Sealer 

100.00  Veterans'  Benefits 

2,000.00  Welfare,  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

800.00  Welfare,  Disability  Assistance 

300.00  Welfare,  General  Relief 

8,000.00  Welfare,  Old  Age  Assistance 

Article  5.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  purchase  new 
equipment  for  the  Highway  Department  and  to  determine 
whether  the  town  will  appropriate  money  therefor,  to  be 
provided  by  taxation,  by  appropriation  from  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  or  by  borrowings  under  Chapter  44 
of  the  General  Laws;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 
Recommended  Vote:    That  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be 
authorized  to  purchase  on  behalf  of  the  town  an  Austin- 
Western  Model  88L  type  Power  Grader  with  attach- 
ments, and  that  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  be  appropriated 
from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  therefor,  and,  in 
addition,  that  $15,000.00  be  borrowed  therefor,  for  a 
period  of  five  years,  to  be  repaid  in  equal  annual  in- 
stallments, in  accordance  with  Chapter  44  of  the  General 
Laws. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  1956 
Road  Machinery  Earnings  Fund  of  $7,545.89  to  the  1957 
Machinery  Maintenance  Account. 
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Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treas- 
ury, a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  Highways;  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,600.00  be 
raise  and  appropriate  to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the 
cost  of  Chapter  81  Highways  and  that,  in  addition,  the 
sum  of  $7,000.00  be  appropriated  from  available  funds  in 
the  treasury  to  provide  for  the  State's  share  of  the  cost 
of  Chapter  81  Highways. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  repeal  the  vote 
taken  under  Article  #3  at  the  Special  Meeting  on  Novem- 
ber 2,  1956,  which  reads  as  follows:  "Vote:  That  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  718,  Acts  of  1956 
the  sum  of  $7,285.29  be  appropriated  for  construction 
work  on  Brittingham  Hill  Road,  so  called." 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Construction;  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote  That  the  sum  of  $4,000.00  be  ap- 
propriated to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chap- 
ter 90  Highway  Construction  and  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  sum  of  $4,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  pro- 
ceeds received  from  the  State  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  718  of  the  Acts  of  1956. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
riate  a  sum  of  money  for  "Special  Road  Repair";  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $4,000.00  be 
raised  and  appropriated  for  "Special  Road  Repair". 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Maintenance;  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  be 
raised  and  appropriated  to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the 
cost  of  Chapter  90  Maintenance  and  that,  in  addition  the 
sum  of  $3,000.00  be  appropriated  from  available  funds  in 
the  treasury  to  meet  the  State  and  County  share  of  the 
cost  of  Chapter  90  Maintenance. 
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Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $300.00  for  the 
purchase  and  installation  of  street  and  directional  signs. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $500.00  for 
an  Honor  Roll  and  All  Wars  Memorial. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $46.42  for  a  "Bill  of  a  Previous  Year" 
from  Bruffee  Motor  Sales;  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $684.00  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  used 
with  a  like  amount  from  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Match- 
ing  Fund  Program  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of 
two-way  radios  for  the  Fire  Department;  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from 
overlay  surplus  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  to  the  1957  Reserve 
Fund;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  determine  whether  the  Town  will  authorize 
and  direct  the  Assessors  to  take  $5,000.00  or  any  other 
sum  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  to  reduce  the 
tax  levy  for  the  current  year;  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
thereto. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the 
Board  of  Assessors  to  publish  each  year  in  the  Annual 
Report  the  Valuation  Lists  for  Real  and  Personal  Property 
together  with  the  Tax  Rate  Recapitulation  Sheet;  or  tak9 
any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section 
5,  Article  V  of  the  By-Laws  which  reads:  "The  area  of  any 
lot  with  a  dwelling  thereon  shall  not  be  less  than  ten 
thousand  (10,000)  square  feet.";  to  now  read:  The  area 
of  any  lot  with  a  dwelling  thereon  shall  not  be  less  than 
twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  square  feet;  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  transact  any  other  business  of  a  lawful  and 
pertinent  nature  that  may  come  before  this  meeting. 
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Article  21.  To  hear  a  special  report  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee concerning  current  school  problems;  and  do  or  act 
anything  in  relation  thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  thereof  at  the  Rowe  Post  Office  and  at  the 
Town  Hall  in  said  Town,  seven  (7)  days  at  least  before  the 
time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant, 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting,  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-second  day  of  Jan- 
uary in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-seven. 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR.  -i 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 

Selectmen  of  Rowe 


Rowe  Grange  will  serve  the 
Town  Meeting  Dinner  at  12:30  —  90c 
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Report  of  the  Budget  Committee 


Appro. 

Exp.  Recomm. 
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Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 
FLORENCE  E.  WYLAND 
CHANDLER  C.  SHUMWAY 
FLORENCE  M.  BJORK 
GERALD  A.  TRUESDELL 
MYRON  A.  NEWTON 
LUCY  J.  AVERY 
JOHN  E.  BOND 
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State  Audit  Report 

May  3,  1956 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Mr.  John  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Rowe.  Massachusetts 
Gentlemen: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  general  accounts 
of  the  town  of  Rowe  for  the  period  from  September  29,  1954,  and 
oi  the  tax  collector's  accounts  for  the  period  from  March  2, 1955,  to 
February  8,  1956,  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
44,  General  Laws.  This  is  in  the  form  of  a  report  made  to  me  by 
Mr.  William  Schwartz,  Assistant  Director  of  Accounts. 

Very  truly  yours, 
HERMAN  B.  DINE 

Director  of  Accounts 


Mr.  Herman  B.  Dine 
Director  of  Accounts 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 

State  House,  Boston 

Sir: 

As  directed  by  you,  I  have  made  an  audit  of  the  general  accounts 
of  the  town  of  Rowe  for  the  period  from  September  29,  1954,  and  of 
the  tax  collector's  accounts  for  the  period  from  March  2,  1955,  the 
dates  of  the  previous  examinations,  to  February  8,  1956,  and  submit 
the  following  report  thereon: 

The  records  of  financial  transactions  of  the  several  departments 
receiving  or  disbursing  town  funds  or  sending  out  bills  for  collect- 
ion were  examined  and  checked  in  detail. 

The  surety  bonds  on  file  for  the  several  town  officials  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
in  proper  form. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  town  treasurer  were  examined 
and  checked  in  detail.  The  receipts,  as  recorded,  were  analyzed  and 
checked  with  the  records  of  the  departments  making  payments  to  the 
treasurer  and  with  other  sources  from  which  money  was  paid  into 
the  town  treasury,  while  the  expenditures  were  compared  with  the 
selectmen's  warrants  and  with  the  classified  record  of  payments. 
The  cash  balance  on  February  8,  1956  was  proved  by  reconciliation 
of  the  bank  balance  with  a  statement  received  from  the  depository, 
by  examination  of  the  savings  bank  books,  and  by  actual  count  of  the 
cash  in  the  office. 

The  records  of  payroll  deductions  on  account  of  Federal  taxes 
and  the  county  retirement  system  were  examined  and  checked. 
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The  deductions  were  listed,  the  payments  to  the  proper  agencies 
were  ventied,  and  the  balances  in  the  general  treasury  were  proved. 

The  records  of  tax  titles  were  examined  and  checked  with  the 
books  of  the  tax  collector  and  the  records  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

The  payments  on  account  of  maturing  debt  and  interest  were 
comparea  with  the  amounts  falling  due  during  the  period  of  audit 
and  with  tne  cancelled  securities  on  file. 

The  securities,  including  savings  bank  books,  representing  the 
investment  of  the  trust  and  investment  funds  in  the  custody  of  the 
treasurer  were  examined  and  checked,  the  income  being  proved  and 
the  withdrawals  being  verified. 

I'he  books  and  accounts  of  the  tax  collector  were  examined  and 
checked.  The  accounts  recommitted  to  the  present  coriector,  as 
well  as  all  subsequent  commitments  of  taxes  and  motor  vehicle  and 
trailer  excise,  were  audited  and  proved  with  the  assessors'  warrants. 
The  collections,  as  recorded,  were  compared  with  the  payments  to 
the  treasurer;  the  abatements  were  checked  with  the  assessors'  record 
of  abatements  granted;  the  transfers  to  tax  titles  were  verified;  the 
outstanding  accounts  were  listed  and  proved;  and  the  cash  on  hand 
February  8,  1956  was  proved  by  actual  count. 

Further  verification  of  the  outstanding  accounts  was  made  by 
mailing  notices  to  a  number  of  persons  whose  names  appeared  on  I'jie 
books  as  owing  money  to  the  town,  the  replies  received  thereto 
indicating  that  the  accounts,  as  listed,  are  correct. 

The  appropriations  were  listed  from  the  town  clerk's  record  of 
town  meetings,  and  the  amounts  voted  were  compared  with  the  aggre- 
gate appropriations  raised  by  the  assessors  in  the  computation  of  the 
1955  tax  rate. 

The  financial  transactions  of  the  town  clerk  were  examined  and 
checked.  The  recorded  receipts  for  dog  and  sporting  licenses  were 
checked  with  the  records  of  licenses  issued,  the  payments  to  the 
Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game  and  to  the  town  treasurer  were  veri- 
fied, and  the  cash  on  hand  February  8,  1956  was  proved  by  actual 
count. 

It  was  noted  that  the  town  clerk  had  not  made  any  accounting 
for  &p 01 'ting  licenses  issued  in  1955,  in  which  connection  attention  is 
again  called  to  Section  13,  Chapter  131,  General  Laws,  Which  requires 
payments  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month  to  the  Division  of 
Fisheries  and  Game  of  the  proceeds  of  licenses  issued  during  the 
preceding  month. 

The  transfers  from  the  reserve  fund  were  listed  from  the  records 
of  the  finance  committee  and  checked  with  the  appropriation 
accounts. 

The  receipts  for  licenses  issued  by  the  board  of  selectmen  were 
checked  with  the  record  of  licenses  granted,  the  piaymenits  to  the 
treiasurer  were  verified,  and  the  cash  on  hand  February  8,  1956  was 
proved  by  actual  count. 

The  recorded  receipts  from  town  hall  rentals  were  cfhecked,  the 
payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  cash  on  hand 
February  8,  1956  was  proved  by  actual  count. 
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The  records  of  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  were  examin- 
ed and  checked.  The  receipts  were  compared  with  the  record  of 
fees  charged  and  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified. 

The  charges  for  use  of  town-owned  highway  equipment  were 
compared  with  the  records  of  the  highway  department.  The  charges 
were  listed  and  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified. 

The  records  of  accounts  receivable  of  the  public  welfare  depart- 
ment and  the  bureau  of  old  age  assistance  were  analyzed.  The 
collections  as  recorded  were  compared  with  the  treasurer's  record 
of  receipts,  and  the  outstanding  accounts  were  listed  and  proved. 

The  recorded  receipts  of  the  librarian  pertaining  to  fines  were 
checked,  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  cash 
on  hand  February  8,  1956  was  proved  by  actual  count. 

The  records  pertaining  to  Federal  grants  on  account  of  disability 
assistance  and  old  age  assistance  were  ehxamined  and  checked,  tlie 
recorded  collections  being  proved  by  comparison  with  the  treasurer's 
recorded  receipts. 

The  accounts  relative  to  Staite  and  county  aid  to  highways  were 
examined  and  checked  with  the  agreements  received  from  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Works  and  the  county  commissioners. 
The  payments  received  from  the  State  and  the  county  were  verified, 
and  the  outstanding  amounts  were  proved. 

Ledger  accounts  were  compiled,  and  a  balance  sheet,  which  is 
appended  to  this  report,  was  prepared  showing  the  financial  condition 
of  the  town  on  February  8,  1956. 

In  addition  to  the  balance  sheet,  there  are  appended  to  this 
report  tables  showing  a  reconciliation  of  the  treasurer's  cash,  sum- 
maries of  the  tax,  excise,  and  departmental  accounts,  together  with 
schedules  showing  the  transactions  and  condition  of  the  trust  and 
investment  funds. 

Cooperation  was  received  from  all  town  officials  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  audit,  for  which,  on  behalf  of  my  assistants  and  xor 
myself,  I  wish  to  express  appreciation. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  SCHWARTZ 
Assistant  Director  of  Accounts 
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ROWE  AND  THE  ATOM 

Published  in  1904  the  historical  sketch  "AMID  ROWE  HILLS' 
by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Smith  ended  with  the  following  observation: 

"Whatever  future  years  may  bring  to  us  as  a  town,  be  it  a 
larger  area  of  neglected  acres,  to  revert  to  forests  until  it 
shall  have  regained  its  fertility,  and  local  industries  still 
farther  wane,  or  a  wave  of  prosperity  whose  flood-tide  shall 
reach  the  hill-<towns,  infusing  new  life  into  business,  let  us 
ever  hold  in  grateful  remembrance  those  sturdy  pioneers  of 
steadfast  soul  and  stalwart  arms  who  subdued  the  wilder- 
ness, sowing  that  we  may  reap,  leaving  to  the  later  genera- 
tions a  record  of  which  they  may  well  be  proud,  an  example 
they  may  safely  follow." 


Fifty-three  years  later,  in  1957,  modern  "Pioneers  of  the  Atomic 
Era"  moved  into  Rowe  with  men  and  machines  to  begin  construction 
of  the  first  Atomic  Electric  Power  Plant  in  New  England.  Costing 
over  $50,000,000  this  "Wave  of  Prosperity"  seems  ideally  suited  to 
the  future  progress  of  the  town  of  Rowe.  With  about  65  permanent 
operating  personnel  this  plant  can  infuse  "New  Life"  into  the  town. 
With  our  favorable  tax  structure,  our  improving  school  system,  our 
road  improvement  program,  our  town  recreational  park,  our  com- 
munity activities,  etc.,  we  are  in  a  position  to  offer  "Modern  Country 
Living"  to  those  families  who  recognize  and  appreciate  the  advan- 
tages which  Rowe  has  to  offer. 

The  citizens  of  Rowe  have  indicated  their  willingness  to  accept 
the  responsibilities  placed  upon  the  community  by  this  pioneering 
development  and  have  responded  with  understanding  and  enthusias- 
tic support.  Remembering  "those  sturdy  pioneers  of  steadfast  soul" 
who  founded  Rowe  in  1785,  and  by  following  their  examples,  the 
town  of  Rowe  can  have  a  bright  and  healthy  future  in  the  "Atomic 
Age". 
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CARLOS  ALLEN,  Deerfield 
FRANK  H.  REED,  Greenfield 
HARRY  KOCH,  Shelburne 


Elected  Town  Officers  -  1957 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
J.  Henry  Stanford 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

J.  Henry  Stanford,  Chairman 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
Edward  C.  Henderson 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

Edward  C.  Henderson,  Chairman 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

TOWN  CLERK 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell 

TOWN  TREASURER 
Frances  E.  Pierce 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

Nancy  N.  Williams 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Chandler  C.  Shumway,  Chairman 
Howard  0.  Truesdell 
John  E.  Bond 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Florence  E.  Wyland,  Chairman 
Efford  H.  Pierce 
Arvon  G.  Palmer 

MODERATOR 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1960 


Term  expires  1960 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 


Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1960 
Term  expires  1958 


Term  expires  1958 


Term  expires  1958 


Term  expires  1958 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1960 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1960 


Term  expires  1959 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

Maude  E.  Davenport,  Chairman  Term  expires  1960 

Edward  C.  Henderson  Term  expires  1958 

Edith  L.  Kloetzle  Term  expires  1959 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Chairman  Term  expires  1960 

J.  Henry  Stanford  Term  expires  1959 

Kenneth  Soule  Term  expires  1958 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 

John  E.  Bond,  Chairman 
Clifford  W.  Sibley 
Robert  G.  Swenson 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1960 


AUDITOR 

Florence  M.  Bjork 

TREE  WARDEN 

Ralph  L.  Newell 

CONSTABLE 

Samuel  Murray 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1958 


BUDGET  COMMITTEE 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
Florence  E.  Wyland 
Chandler  C.  Shumway 
Frances  E.  Pierce 
Gerald  A.  Truesdell 
Lucy  J.  Avery 
Myron  A.  Newton 
John  E.  Bond 


Board  of  Selectmen 
Board  of  Health 
Board  of  Public  Welfare 
School  Committee 
Board  of  Assessors 
Town  Treasurer 
Town  Clerk 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1960 


Appointed  Town  Officers 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 

Samuel  Murray 

TOWN  COUNSEL 

Atty.  Joseph  T.  Bartlett 

FIRE  CHIEF 

J.  Henry  Stanford 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

Edith  L.  Kloetzle 
Myron  A.  Newton 
Efford  H.  Pierce 
Mary  E.  Sibley 
John  E.  Bond 

REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

J.  Henry  Stanford 
Nancy  N.  Williams 
Efford  H.  Pierce 

PUBLIC  WELFARE  AGENT 

Phyllis  L.  Heist 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 
Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 


Term  expires  1958 

Term  expires  1959 

Term  expires  1960 

Term  expires  1961 

Term  expires  1962 


HEALTH  AGENT  AND  SANITARIAN 

John  A.  Brickett 
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NURSING  COMMITTEE 

Frances  E.  Pierce,  R.N. 
Alice  V.  Truesdell,  R.N. 
Lucy  J.  Avery 
Dorothy  N.  Stevens 

LIBRARIAN 

Dorothy  N.  Stevens 

FOREST  FIRE  WARDEN 

Howard  0.  Truesdell 

CONSTABLE 

Samuel  Murray 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Anne  G.  Bond 

DOG  OFFICER 

John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

ANIMAL  AND  MEAT  INSPECTOR 

Richard  E.  Shumway 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Samuel  Murray 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  GYPSY  MOTH  CONTROL 

Henry  Sifton 

TOWN  OFFICERS'  ADMINISTRATIVE  CLERK 
Nancy  N.  Williams 

MEASURERS  OF  WOOD,  BARK  AND  LUMBER 

Robert  G.  Swenson 
Gerald  A.  Truesdell 
Ellsworth  E.  Palmer 

FENCE  VIEWERS 
Francis  M.  Jackman 
Newell  E.  Morton 
Richard  E.  Shumway 


FIELD  DRIVERS 

Samuel  Murray 
James  H.  Williams 
Charles  D.  Avery 

POUNDKEEPER 

Richard  E.  Shumway 


Jury  List  -  1958 


Name  Occupation         On  List  Since 

Myron  A.  Newton    Area  Elec.  Representative  Jan.  1955 

Joseph  J.  Gorczakoski  Papermaker  Jan.  1956 

Floyd  A.  Veber  Papermaker  Jan.  1957 

June  0.  Williams  Office  Clerk  Jan.  1957 

Lillias  D.  Murray  Housewife  Jan.  1957 

Dorothy  N.  Stevens  Housewife  Jan.  1958 


NAMES  DRAWN  IN  1957  (Grand  Jury) 
Kenneth  Soule  Papermaker 


Jan.  1954 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Rowe: 

Although  1957  will  go  down  in  history  as  the  ''Year  of 
the  Sputnik"  it  was  for  the  town  of  Rowe,  however,  a  rather 
calm  year;  perhaps  the  biggest  event  being  a  $6.00  reduction 
in  the  tax  rate. 

After  several  delays,  construction  work  was  begun  in 
earnest  on  the  site  of  the  Yankee  Atomic  Electric  Plant  and 
with  an  open  winter  has  continued  right  into  1958.  While 
this  preliminary  earth-moving  project  has  not  had  any  notici- 
bie  effect  on  the  town  we  can  expect  greatly  increased  activi- 
ty in  that  area  during  the  next  few  years  as  this  plant  moves 
from  the  drawing  board  to  an  actual,  tax-paying  reality.  The 
cooperative  relationship  between  the  town  and  Yankee 
Atomic  has  continued  throughout  1957  and  it  is  sincerely 
appreciated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  highway  maintenance  and  construction  programs 
continue  to  progress  very  satisfactorily  under  the  capable 
supervision  of  Supt.  Samuel  Murray.  Over  $24,000.00 
was  spent  for  Chapter  90  Construction  on  Leshures  Road 
and  Monroe  Hill  Road.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Leshur- 
es Road  Project  will  be  completed  in  1958  .finishing  a  Chap- 
ter 90  Project  which  was  begun  about  26  years  ago  at  the 
Charlemont  town  line.      We  acknowledge  the  assistance 
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and  cooperation  in  these  highway  projects  of  the  men  of 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  and  espe- 
cially Associate  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  Fred  B.  Dole; 
Chapter  90  Engineer  David  L.  Costello  and  Engineer  Edward 
R.  Blanchard. 

Chapter  81  continues  to  present  problems  due  to  lack  of 
sufficient  funds  to  adequately  maintain  our  many  miles  of 
Chapter  81  roads.  There  is  some  talk  of  increasing  the 
Chapter  81  allotments  but  it  is  unlikely  that  the  legislature 
will  do  so  for  a  few  years.  A  "Special  Road  Project"  was 
started  on  Brittingham  Hill  Road  and  what  has  been  complet- 
ed has  made  a  great  improvement.  It  is  the  plan  of  the 
Selectmen  to  continue  this  project  in  1958.  Rebuilding  of 
the  short  road  leading  to  the  Highway  Department  and  Fire 
Department  was  also  accomplished  in  1957.  This  road  which 
was  subject  to  much  use  by  heavy  vehicles  was  impassable 
due  to  mud  for  a  time  in  the  Spring.  With  a  new  hard 
surface  this  important  road  can  now  be  considered  passable 
year-round. 

As  part  of  the  roadside  improvement  program  we  have 
made  an  attempt  to  restore  the  old  "Town  Pound"  located 
near  the  West  Cemetery.  Built  in  1835  it  is  one  of  a  very 
few  left  in  this  area  and  should  be  preserved  for  its  historical 
value.  We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  interest  and  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Richard  E.  Shumway  who  performed  the  work 
on  this  project. 

For  improvements  in  Winter  Road  Service  an  "Auger- 
type  Sander"  was  purchased  in  the  fall  and  should  prove 
very  effective  in  "getting  sand  and  salt  on  the  road"  by  a 
quicker,  safer,  more  economical  method. 

For  improvements  in  maintenance,  construction,  and 
winter  roads  the  Selectmen  are  again  requesting  that  the 
town  invest  in  a  power  grader.  Although  this  request  was 
turned  down  by  a  narrow  margin  at  the  1957  Annual  Meet- 
ing we  believe  that  the  advantages  of  such  a  piece  of  equip- 
m.ent  require  that  we  again  recommend  "that  a  power  grader 
will  not  only  provide  improved  maintenance  of  present  roads, 
but  also  reduce  the  per-mile  cost  of  new  construction,  and 
equipped  as  a  snow-fighter  will  plow  more  snow  than  our 
crawler  plow  and  at  twice  the  speed".  By  borrowing  the 
money  and  repaying  the  loan  from  Machinery  Earnings  Fund 
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or  other  available  funds  the  purchase  of  this  equipment  will 
have  no  effect  on  the  tax  rate. 

It  is  impossible  to  report  on  the  many  routine  items  of 
business  that  the  Selectmen  transact  during  a  year  and  per- 
haps it  will  suffice  to  say  that  1957,  while  perhaps  an  unevent- 
ful year,  was  certainly  a  busy  year.  We  wish  to  acknowledge 
the  helpful  suggestions,  the  constructive  criticism,  and  the 
active  assistance  which  has  been  offered  by  our  fellow  town 
officers  and  by  many  interested  townspeople. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 


Board  of  Selectmen 
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Report  of  the  Rowe  Town  Library 


Books  circulated  3097 

Adult  Fiction  1678 

Adult  Non  Fiction  519 

Juvenile  fiction  681 

Juvenile  Non  Fiction  219 

Magazines  circulated  552 

Books  purchased  31 

Books  received  (gifts)  10 

Books  added  to  circulation  41 


Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  to  the  following  for 
their  gifts  of  books,  magazines,  money,  plants  and  flowers: 
Mr.  Lawrence  Bolton,  Mr.  David  Hoxie,  Mrs.  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Miss  Edith  Kloetzle,  Mr.  Ralph  Newell,  Mrs.  Ells- 
worth Palmer,  Mrs.  Marion  Rasche,  The  Rosenstiel  Founda- 
tion, Rowe  Unitarian  Camp,  Mrs.  Paul  Schubert,  Mr.  Howard 
Searles,  The  State  Regional  Library  in  Greenfield  and  Miss 
Eleanor  Witmer. 

We  express  appreciation  and  thanks  to  Mrs.  Clifford 
B.  White  for  generous  gift  of  a  screen  door  for  the  front  of 
the  library. 

The  Rowe  collection  is  steadily  growing.  Thanks  are 
expressed  to  all  thore  who  presented  contributions  of  their 
work. 

This  year,  Old  Home  Day  was  held  on  July  6,  1957. 
Approximately  one  hundred  fifty  visitors  enjoyed  the  exhibit 
of  photographs  and  items  of  historical  interest  which  were 
on  display  in  the  library.  Appreciation  is  expressed  to  all 
those  townspeople  and  former  residents  of  Rowe  who  so 
generously  contributed.  Charts  from  the  Yankee  Atomic 
Electric  Company  were  on  display  and  a  representative 
made  explanations  and  answered  questions  concerning  the 
atomic  power  plant  which  is  being  constructed  in  Rowe. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DOROTHY  N.  STEVENS, 

Rowe  Town  Librarian 
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Books  Purchased  —  1957 

Adult  — 

Du  Maurier  The  scapegoat 

Innes  The  wreck  of  the  Mary  Deare 

Keyes  Blue  camellia 

MacLean  The  guns  of  Navarone 

Powell  The  Philadephiari 
Ward                Western  writers  of  America  -  anthology 

Wylie  The  undefeated 

Beatty  De  Lessups  of  Suez 

Dos  Passos  The  men  who  made  the  nation 

Kane  Miracle  in  the  mountains 

Millay  Collected  poems 

Mulac  Fun  and  games 

Post  Etiquette 
Untermeyer             An  anthology  of  New  England  poets 

Juvenile  — 

Anderson  The  horse  of  Hurricane  Hill 

Anderson  Bushed 

Baldwin  Little  kitten  -  big  world 

Clark  Third  monkey 

Ets  Mr.  Penny's  race  horse 

Gipson  Old  Yeller 

Olson  The  tall  one 

Eitner  Summer  brings  gifts 

Sorenson  Miracles  on  Maple  Hill 

Sperry  Frozen  fire 

Stanford  The  horsemasters 

Swift  Gulliver's  travels  (replacement) 

Wris'ton  Susan's  secret 

Zion  The  dirty  dog 

Gallant  Exploring  the  universe 
Jessup                    The  wonderful  world  of  archaeology 

Ludden  Plain  talk  for  women  under  21 

Books  received  (gifts)  —  1957 

Davis  Wings  of  Morning 

Du  Maurier  The  king's  general 

Mariner  This  is  your  government 

Moore  Speak  to  the  winds 
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Van  Doren 
Whitehead 
Yorge 


Parker 

Piper 

Roberts 


The  moon  by  night 
The  little  engine  that  could  (replacement) 
Arundel  (replacement) 
The  great  rehearsal 
The  F.  B.  I.  story 
The  little  duke 


TRUSTEES  REPORT 


The  Library  has  had  a  very  good  year  in  many  ways, 
as  follows: — 

The  Librarian  has  given  excellent  service  with  the 
Library  open  four  extra  hours  a  week  during  July  and 
August. 

The  trustees  have  kept  in  close  touch  with  its  activities 
either  by  business  meetings  at  the  Library,  telephone  dis- 
cussions or  contact  with  one  another. 

The  school  children  are  giving  more  patronage  and  the 
local  people  and  summer  residents  showing  more  interest. 

The  most  serious,  problem  facing  the  trustees  is  water 
where  it  shouldn't  be  and  none  where  it  should  be.  It  is 
seeping  into  the  basement  again  and  dripping  from  the  win- 
dows onto  the  window  sills,  especially  those  on  the  main 
floor. 

The  trustees  will  be  very  glad  to  tell  the  voters  at  the 
annual  Town  Meeting  the  action  they  have  taken  in  regard 
to  installing  storm  windows. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  us  that  we  can  return  to  free 
cash  a  portion  of  our  appropriation. 

The  joint  financial  report  of  both  Librarian  and  Trustees 
follows: 
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Fines  $18.13 

Preserved  Smith      $1000       Div.  $40       Expenditure  $40 
Trust  Fund 

Accumulated  Div.  $207.72 

Charles  Wells  $500       Int.  $7.50    No  Expenditure 

Trust  Fund 

Accumulated  Div.  $114.58 

Library  Gift  .         Int.  $8.85       Bal.  Dec.31  $396.56 

Trust  Fund 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MAUD  E.  DAVENPORT 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 
EDITH  L.  KLOETZLE 
Library  Trustees 


Report  of  the  Fire  Department 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Rowe: 

The  Rowe  Volunteer  Fire  Department  responded  to  six 
calls  in  1957.  These  calls  are  broken  down  as  follows. 
Three  building  fires  and  three  brush  fires.  In  spite  of  a 
long  summer  drought  the  town  of  Rowe  was  extremely  for- 
tunate in  that  we  did  not  have  to  contend  with  any  major 
forest  fires.  The  department  assisted  several  persons  by 
performing  supervised  burning.  The  donations  received 
for  such  service  is  turned  over  to  the  Rowe  Volunteer  Fire- 
men's Association. 

With  the  installation  of  two-way  radios  the  Rowe  Fire 
Department  joined  the  "Tri-State  Fire  Mutual  Aid  Radio 
Network"  which  covers  all  of  Franklin  County  and  parts  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  With  this  radio  equipment 
we  can  quickly  summon  aid  if  a  disastor  should  occur  in 
Rowe,  or  quickly  respond  to  a  call  for  assistance  from  a 
neighboring  town.  Our  radio  equipment  consists  of  one  (1) 
"Mobile"  permanently  installed  in  Engine  #1  (Pumper);  one 
(1)  "Three-Way  Portable"  in  Engine  #2  (Tanker);  and  one  (1) 
"Walkie-Talkie"  type  portable. 
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The  "Red-Phone"  fire  reporting  system  has  continued  to 
prove  the  most  effective  method  to  quickly  sound  an  alarm. 
It  saves  important  minutes  in  getting  to  the  scene  of  a  fire. 

A  Firemen's  School  will  be  conducted  again  this  winter 
under  the  direction  of  Capt.  Leslie  Ackerman  of  the  Green- 
field Fire  Department.  All  interested  townsmen  are  invited 
to  attend. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Rowe  Volunteer 
Firemen's  Association  for  their  interest  and  cooperation,  and 
also  to  thank  all  the  townspeople  for  their  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
Fire  Chief 
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Report  of  the  Cemetery  Committee 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Rowe: 

The  Cemetery  Committee  is  gratified  by  the  progress  of 
work  in  the  West  Cemetery  during  the  past  year.  Grading 
has  been  completed,  monuments  placed  in  orderly  rows  for 
both  appearance  and  efficient  maintenance,  and  re-seeding 
very  nearly  accomplished.  Some  work  remains  in  providing 
proper  bases  for  monuments  not  presently  secured.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  project,  an  improvement  program  at  the 
North  Cemetery  and  continued  maintenance  can  be  satis- 
factorily carried  out  with  the  usual  recent  appropriation  of 
$450.00. 

This  Committee  acknowledges  the  assistance  of  several 
public-spirited  residents  who  formed  a  "Work-Bee"  on  June 
22nd  and  helped  materially  in  progressing  the  grading  work 
in  the  West  Cemetery.  The  Committee  appreciates  the  con- 
fidence shown  in  them  by  the  voters  in  appropriating,  over 
the  past  several  year,  sufficient  funds  to  accomplish  adequate 
maintenance  and  continued  improvements. 

An  appropriation  of  $450.00  is  requested  for  1958. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  E.  BOND,  Chairman 
CLIFFORD  W.  SIBLEY 
ROBERT  G.  SWENSON 
Cemetery  Committee 
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Report  of  the 
War  Memorial  Committee 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Rowe: 

After  completing  the  task  of  listing  and  verifying  the 
names  of  the  men  from  the  town  of  Rowe  who  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  the  Civil  War,  World  War  I  and  World 
War  II  the  committee  discovered  that  our  appropriation  of 
$500  was  insufficient  to  erect  a  suitable  memorial. 

Vv^e  are,  therefore,  requesting  an  additional  appropria- 
tion in  order  to  erect  a  "Goshen  Stone"  monument  with  three 
new  bronze  tablets  plus  the  present  World  War  I  tablet 
mounted  on  a  single  side.  This  memorial  would  be  erected 
on  the  rise  just  South  of  the  Rowe  Town  Library.  The 
total  cost  including  all  labor  and  materials  will  be  $1,600.00 


g  1 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  E.  BOND 
MARY  E.  SIBLEY 
JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
War  Memorial  Committee 


Report  of  the  Park  Department 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Rowe: 

Mr.  Egbert  Hans,  State  Recreational  Planning  Consult- 
ant, visited  our  Pelham  Lake  Park  early  in  1957.  As  a 
service  to  the  town  he  drew  up  a  tentative  plan  for  the  de- 
velopment of  the  area  as  a  town  park.  Many  townspeople 
have  expressed  the  fear  that  the  State  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  was  going  to  take  over  our  lake  and  town  forest 
for  a  State  Park.  The  Commonwealth  would  have  no  legal 
right  to  "take"  our  town-owned  land  and  we  are  informed  by 
Mr.  Francis  Sargent,  Commissioner  of  Natural  Resources, 
that  there  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  interfere 
with  our  development  of  the  area. 

The  development  plan  recommended  by  Mr.  Hans  pro- 
vides for  an  enlarged  swimming  area,  a  picnic  area,  a  recrea- 
tion field,  several  nature  trails,  etc.  While  we  can't  expect 
to  accomplish  too  much  in  any  one  year,  it  is  well  to  have 
such  a  "Master-plan"  to  follow  as  the  development  progres- 
ses. The  improvement  of  the  swimming  area  at  Pelham 
Lake  got  under  way  towards  the  end  of  the  summer.  A 
"Work-Bee"  by  interested  townspeople  and  summer  residents 
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cleared  the  underbrush  and  trees  from  a  sizable  area  East 
of  the  old  "Public  Beach".  Hundreds  of  yards  of  fill  and 
sand  were  hauled  in  to  make  a  greatly  enlarged  sandy  beach. 
We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  generous  assistance  in  this  pro- 
ject of  Mr.  William  Blassberg  of  J.  M.  Blassberg,  Inc.  and 
Mr.  Jerry  Ward  of  C.  W.  Ward,  Inc.  A  new  roadway  was 
cut  through  to  the  swimming  area  and  it  is  planned  to  gravel 
it,  together  with  a  small  parking  area,  early  in  1958. 

About  20  local  children  took  advantage  of  the  swimming 
classes  which  were  sponsored  in  June.  Mrs.  Milton  Schuler, 
local  Red  Cross  Swimming  Instructor  was  in  charge  and  was 
assisted  by  Miss  Ree  Schuler.  It  is  hoped  that  these  classes 
can  be  continued  in  1958.  Additional  facilities  planned  for 
1958  include  a  few  picnic  tables  and  fireplaces,  and  some 
more  of  the  undergrowth  cleared  out. 

The  Park  Commissioners  extend  thanks  for  the  interest 
and  assistance  of  the  many  people  who  have  aided  the  pro- 
gress of  our  town  park.  Any  suggestions  for  future  im- 
provements will  be  appreciated. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR.,  Chairman 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
KENNETH  SOULE 
Park  Commissioners 
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Report  of  the  Western 
Franklin  Veterans  Service  Center 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Rowe: 

Herewith  is  my  thirteenth  annual  report  as  Director  of 
Veterans'  Services  and  Veterans'  Agent  for  the  ten  Towns 
of  the  Western  Franklin  District. 

Requests  for  Service  during  1957  totalled  903.  Thirty- 
one  boys  registered  for  Selective  Service  and  Seventy-three 
veterans  applied  for  Medical  and  Hospital  treatment.  Com- 
pensation for  war-service  disability  compensation  was  applied 
for  by  eighteen  veterans.  Assistance  was  given  in  con- 
nection with  thirty-eight  applications  for  pensions  by  veter- 
ans with  non-service  total  disabilities.  One  hundred  and 
ninety-four  requests  were  received  for  photostatic  copies  and 
we  made  one  thousand  and  thirty-three  prints. 

Twenty-six  new  applications  were  taken  for  assistance 
under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  115.  During  the  past  year, 
thirty-three  families,  a  total  of  108  people  received  assistance 
under  this  law,  for  a  total  expense  of  $19,011.96.  We  now 
have  23  active  cases. 

We  have  folders  for  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventeen  veterans  of  all  wars  and  have,  in  our  card  files, 
the  names,  dates  of  birth  and  enlistment  for  all  these,  to- 
gether with  the  same  for  recent  enlistments.  Work  has 
been  done  on  permanent  records,  as  time  allowed. 

The  total  expense  for  administration  of  the  District 
Office  was  $5,595.62.  This  amount  was  divided  among  the 
ten  Towns,  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  Chapter  599,  of 
the  Acts  of  1946,  in  proportion  to  their  assessed  valuation. 

The  Contact  Office  of  the  Veterans'  Administration  has 
been  obliged  to  discontinue  itinerant  service  since  October, 
in  spite  of  our  appeal  to  the  Regional  Office,  but  we  still  have 
fine  co-operation  from  the  Contact  Representative,  Mr. 
Edward  A.  O'Neil,  on  all  referrals. 

The  continued  interest  of  the  Town  Representative  in 
the  District  is  very  encouraging  and  is  much  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ROBERT  E.  SCOTT 
Director  and  Veterans'  Agent 
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Report  of  the 


Western  Franklin  Welfare  District 


This  year  brought  several  changes  to  recipient  and  ad- 
ministration. The  cost  of  living  increase  to  25.7%  effective 
September  1,  1957,  necessitating  the  refiguring  of  budgets 
in  all  catagories.  The  Medical  Care  Rules  effective  July  1, 
1957,  made  a  confusing  time  for  both  recipient  and  clerical 
worker. 

Our  case  load  for  the  District  has  dropped  off  but  this 
fact  has  not  lowered  our  payment  load.  The  increased 
hospital  care,  nursing  home  care,  medical  costs  and  increased 
living  costs  has  held  our  payments  high.  This  district  has 
been  very  fortunate  in  having  a  small  General  Relief  load 
for  in  most  sections  General  Relief  has  been  high. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  analysis  of  the  District 
activities: 

]N1  umber  of  Applications  taken:  11 

Number  of  home  visits  made:  187 

No  one  home:  11 

Number  of  Office  calls:  22 

Number  of  visits  from  State  Area  Representatives:  11 

Number  days  State  Auditor  at  office:  7 

Number  of  Welfare  Association  Meetings  attended:  2 

Number  of  Conferences  attended:  2 
Number  of  visits  not  classified  as  home  visits: 
(Re:  Hospital,  Social  Security  Office,  Town  Treasurer, 
Clerks  and  Assessors,  Board  members,  Attorney's 

Office  and  Registry  of  Deeds.)  59 

Transportation  of  recipients  11 


ROWE 


OAA 


ADC 


DA 


GR 


Case  Load  Jan.  1,  1957 

New  cases 

Cases  closed 

Case  Load  Jan.  1,  1958 


9 
1 

2 
8 


0 
I 
1 
0 


2 
0 
0 
2 


0 
0 
0 
0 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT 


Balance  brought  forward  from 

Dec.  31,  1956 
Town  Appropriations: 

Charlemont 

Hawley 

Heath 

Monroe 

Rowe 

Federal  Grant  Administration: 
District  OAA 
District  ADC 
District  DA 

State  Administration: 

District  OAA 

District  ADC 

District  DA 

District  GR 
Withholding  Tax,  Federal 

County  Retirement 


$  1,358.46 

672.00 
192.00 
256.00 
224.00 
256.00 

2,248.84 
743.40 
289.71 

1,652.45 
506.28 
198.13 
67.70 
733.20 
303.00 


Phyllis  L.  Heist,  Agent 

Transportation 
Edith  B.  Lynch,  Clerk 
Mary  L.  Carpenter,  Treasurer 
Bond  for  Treasurer 
Supplies  and  communications 
Town  of  Charlemont,  rent 
Assessed  share — Franklin  County  Retirement 
New  Equipment 

Withholding — Franklin  County  Retirement 

Federal 
Miscellaneous  expenses 

Credit  balance  carried  forward  to  Jan.  1,  1958 


3,600.00 
239.21 
2,460.00 
100.00 
5.00 
297.52 
300.00 
287.35 
72.50 
303.00 
733.20 
12.00 
1,291.39 


$  9,701.17  $  9,701.17 


Respectfully  submitted, 
PHYLLIS  L.  HEIST, 
Agent 
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I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  report  to  be  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Western  Franklin 
Welfare  District  for  the  year  1957. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  L.  CARPENTER, 
Treasurer 


1958  Budget 

Salary: 

Agent  $  3,750.00 

Clerk  2,580.00 

Tieasurer  100.00 

Telephone  140.00 

Travel  280.00 

Bonding  Treasurer  5.00 

Postage  120.00 

Supplies  50.00 

Misc.  Charges  75.00 

Rent  300.00 

Assessed  share  Franklin  County  Retirement  349.49 


Total  $  7,749.49 

Voted  at  the  December  3,  1957  meeting  that  the  towns 
assessed  share  would  be  $1600  and  that  the  same  percentages 
were  to  be  used  as  in  1957. 


Charlemont 

42% 

$672.00 

Hawley 

12% 

192.00 

Heath 

16% 

256.00 

Monroe 

14% 

224.00 

Rowe 

16% 

256.00 

Balance  brought  forward  from  1957 

$  1,291.39 

Estimated  amount  to  be  received: 

Federal 

3,300.00 

State 

2,400.00 
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Report  of  the  Western 
Franklin  Public  Health  District 


SCHOOL  AND  DISTRICT  NURSE  REPORT 

The  Public  Health  Nursing  program  in  Charlemont, 
Hawley,  Heath  and  Rowe  includes  visits  of  a  wide  variety. 
Elderly  folks  down  to  tiny  tots  are  visited  to  aid  in  main- 
taining good  health  and  to  care  for  those  who  are  ill. 

Sickness  in  the  schools  was  higher  this  year.  There 
were  heavy  colds  and  some  possible  Flu  cases.  Some  chick- 
en pox  and  a  few  cases  of  mumps  were  reported.  I  was 
pleased  that  more  children  were  kept  home  at  the  start  of 
their  colds  -  thereby  reducing  the  danger  of  a  severe  attack 
and  checking  the  spread  of  germs  in  school. 

Physical  examinations  were  given  in  the  High,  Hawie- 
mont  and  Rowe  Schools  by  Dr.  S.  J.  Galbo  and  in  the  Heath 
School  by  D.  H.  E.  Oxman.  "Dental  care  needed"  was  the 
outstanding  remark  by  the  doctors.  Other  defects  were 
fewer. 

All  pupils  had  a  vision  test  and  all  that  failed  were  re- 
tested.  The  response,  by  the  parents,  to  the  vision  defect 
notification  is  excellent.  About  all  these  children  have  had 
further  examination  by  an  eye  specialist. 

The  School  Union  soon  expects  to  own  a  Pure  Tone 
Audiometer.  Mrs.  Beda  Langevin  will  then  test  the  hearing 
of  the  pupils  in  all  our  schools.  It  is  such  a  great  advantage 
for  us  to  own  this  audiometer,  always  available  to  recheck 
a  child  or  even  test  one  of  the  personnel  if  the  need  arises. 

Miss  Genevieve  Ely,  State  Dental  Hygienist,  returned 
to  the  schools,  visited  the  class  rooms  and  talked  to  the 
pupils  about  their  teeth  and  how  to  care  for  them.  A  den- 
tal certificate  (card)  is  given  'to  every  school  chil;i  each  fall. 
When  dental  care  is  completed,  the  dentist  signs  the  card. 
The  card  is  then  returned  to  school.  The  number  of  these 
returned  give  us  the  percentage  of  the  pupils  receiving  com- 


26 


plete  dental  care  that  year.  Miss  Ely's  report  for  the  school 
year  1956-1957  was  far  from  good.  Only  18%  of  all  our 
pupils  had  complete  dental  care.  Good  food  -  regular 
brushing  and  a  dentist's  care  will  save  those  teeth. 

The  pupils  were  weighed  and  measured.  Most  of  them 
are  gaining  weight.  The  well  being  of  a  child  depends 
greatly  on  nutrition.  "A  good  breakfast  is  the  foundation 
for  a  good  day."  Vitamin  A  &  D  capsules  are  always  avail- 
able to  school  children  during  the  school  year  -  they  help 
their  health  in  winter. 

The  pupil  cafeteria  workers  of  Charlemont,  the  person- 
nel, the  bus  drivers  of  the  schools  and  your  nurse  had  a  chest 
xray  to  rule  out  T.  B.  at  a  portable  xray  unit  in  Greenfield 
this  fall.  This  is  done  annually  and  is  in  effect  for  a  3 
year  period. 

The  Heath  and  Rowe  Schools  had  no  place  for  a  sick 
child  to  rest  (awaiting  transportation  home).  A  folding  cot 
and  blanket  was  purchased  for  each  school.  A  pillow,  for 
each,  was  donated.  For  First  Aid  to  bumps,  a  small  ice 
cap  was  placed  in  these  schools.  Hawlemont's  ice  cap  has 
really  had  use. 

Heath  School's  old,  small  First  Aid  cabinet  was  like 
Fibber  McGee's  closet  -  crowded  supplies  tumbled  out,  dif- 
ficult to  find.     The  large  new  one  is  perfect  for  its  needs. 

For  a  healthy,  happy  time,  2  boys  and  2  girls  from 
Charlemont  and  Hawley  went  to  the  Greenfield  Health 
Camp.  All  gained  weight  and  reported  a  very  happy  ex- 
perience. 


Polio  vaccine  clinics  for  third  doses  were  completed 
with  following  results: 


Schools: 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Charlemont 

2 

7 

158 

Hawley 

0 

0 

55 

Heath 

0 

3 

41 

Rowe 

0 

0 

24 

2 

10 

278 
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Pre-schools: 


1st 
1 
2 
2 
0 


2nd 


3rd 
67 
19 
36 
8 


10 
5 
3 
2 


5 


20 


130 


So,  408  had  3  dozes  of  Polio  vaccine  -  which  is  a  fine 
percentage.  All  who  did  not  receive  3  doses  should  visit 
the  family  doctor  to  complete  the  series.  Young  adults 
are  hard  hit  by  Polio.  Permanent  paralysis  is  more  fre- 
quent than  in  children.  If  you  are  under  4(>  don't  take 
chances.     Your  doctor  will  give  it.     Be  wise  -  immunize! 

Two  adult  Polio  vaccine  clinics,  for  the  4  Towns,  were 
held  in  Charlemont.  The  3rd  clinic  to  be  in  January  1958. 
Having  their  2nd  doses  were  93  adults  and  2  teenagers. 

The  Red  Cross  Bloodmobile  set  up  in  Charlemont  in 
July.  Fifty  gave  blood.  Blood  saves  lives  and  folks  in 
our  Towns  were  glad  to  do  their  share. 

When  ever  there  is  a  need  for  a  contribution  for  the 
health  of  children  the  organizations  in  the  Towns  are  so 
ready  to  give.  I  am  very  grateful  for  all  the  help  we  re- 
ceived from  the  following: 

The  Charlemont  Lions  Club,  for  eye  examinations  and 
glasses  for  3  children.  For  dental  clinic  care  -  through 
use  of  a  generous  contribution  previously  given. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  for  the  thoughtful 
donation  of  lolly  pops  for  the  children  at  Polio  clinic  time. 

May  I  thank  the  folks  in  the  Towns  for  their  kind  assist- 
ance in  my  health  programs.   I  could  never  do  without  them! 

The  committee  of  the  Western  Franklin  Public  Health 
District,  the  Supt.  of  Schools,  the  Principals,  the  Teachers, 
the  Custodians^  the  Nurses  and  the  many  workers  at  Polio 
clinics  and  Well  Child  Conferences  and  the  other  kind  people 
in  the  Towns. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
DOROTHY  MOREHOUSE,  R.  N. 
District  Nurse 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Receipts: 

Balance  brought  forward 

January  1,  1957  $  752.44 

Town  of  Charlemont  2,244.00 

Town  of  Heath  880.00 

Town  of  Hawley  748.00 

Town  of  Rowe  528.00 

Nursing  Fees  150.25 

Capsules  92.75 

Withholding  528.00 

Total   $  5,923.44 


Disbursements 


Nurses's  Salary 

$  3,600.00 

Nurse's  Mileage 

324.98 

Phone  Service 

48.60 

Supplies 

42.38 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel. 

113.45 

Polio  Clinics 

290.00 

Vitamins 

44.00 

Treasurer's  Salary 

100.00 

Office  Rent 

300.00 

Treasurer's  Bond 

5.00 

Withholding 

528.00 

Total 

Balance  carrier  forward  to  1958 

$  5,396.41 
527.03 


Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  L.  CARPENTER 
Treasurer 
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BUDGET  FOR  1958 


Nurse's  Salary  $  3,720.00 

Nurse's  Mileage  400.00 

Nurse's  Supplies  150.00 

Shot  Clinics  (Polio,  etc.)  200.00 

Office  Rent  300.00 

Office  Telephone  150.00 

Treasurer's  Salary  110.00 

Miscellaneous  25.00 

Total  Budget   — $  5,055.00 

From  Cash  in  the  Treasury  455.00 


Amount  to  be  Raised  by  Towns  $  4,600.00 


Charlemont  51%  $2,346.00 

Heath  20%  920.00 

Hawley  17%  782.00 

Rowe  12%  552.00 


-$  4,600.00 


Report  of  the  School  Committee 


COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 

Florence  Wyland,  Chairman 

Efford  Pierce 

Arvon  Palmer,  Secretary 

PERSONNEL 

Wilson  L.  Tilley 
Samuel  J.  Galbo,  M.  D. 
Dorothy  Morehouse,  R.  N. 
Horace  Warfield 
Jeanette  Rich 
Carol  Co  well 
Phyllis  Volland 
Nellie  Veber 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR 
First  Winter  Term: 

Opens  January  6,  1958 
Second  Winter  Term: 

Opens  March  3,  1958 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1960 

Superintendent 
School  Physician 
School  Nurse 
Attendance  Officer 
Art  Supervisor 
Music  Supervisor 
Teacher 
Janitor 


Closes  February  21,  1958 
Closes  April  18,  1958 
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Spring  Term: 

Opens  April  28,  1958      Closes  June  13,  1958  (Elem.) 
Fall  Term: 

Opens  September  3,  1958 

SCHOOL  HOLIDAYS 

Good  Friday  April  4,  1958 

Memorial  Day  May  30,  1958 

Teachers'  Convention  (Tentative)       October  10,  1958 

Columbus  Day  October  13,  1958 

Veterans'  Day  November  10  &  11,  1958 

Thanksgiving  Closes  noon  November  26,  1958 

Christmas  Holidays  Closes  December  23,  1958 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  submit  my  second  annual  report. 

The  only  change  of  staff  during  the  past  year  was  the 
addition  of  a  Music  Supervisor.  This  position  is  held  by 
Mrs.  Carol  Cowell  of  Readsboro,  Vermont. 

Both  Music  and  Art  Supervisors  are  making  weekly 
visits  instead  of  longer  bi-weekly  visits  which  adds  to  the 
efficiency  of  their  programs. 

During  the  year  most  school  furniture  was  refinished. 
Necessary  painting  was  completed  inside  and  out.  Minor 
repairs  to  the  boiler  and  one  radiator  were  provided.  The 
chimney  was  extended  to  promote  better  combustion  of  fuel, 
thereby  eliminating  frequent  adjustment  and  cleaning. 

A  major  project  on  the  school  grounds  is  nearly  com- 
pleted. The  biook  was  widened,  fill  put  in,  playground 
leveled  and  a  temporary  fence  erected.  Additional  drain- 
age pipes  were  placed  around  the  building  to  eliminate  a 
water  problem  in  the  basement. 

Purchase  of  a  phonograph,  teeter  boards,  basketball 
goal  and  playground  slide  have  added  much  to  the  extra- 
curricula  facilities  of  the  school.  Outdoor  equipment  will 
be  available  to   imilies  of  the  community  all  year  round. 
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There  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  much  national 
public  concern  over  providing  more  and  better  education  in 
our  public  schools  in  all  areas,  and  particularly  in  the  areas 
of  math  and  science.  Your  superintendent,  school  commit- 
tee and  faculty  are  aware  of  this  and  are  working  toward 
these  goals.  The  attainment  of  these  goals  is  dependent 
upon  several  factors.  The  most  important  of  these  are 
community  desire,  financial  support,  increased  school  time 
and  parental  cooperation,  all  of  which  are  possible  and  prac- 
tical. The  one  single  thing  we  cannot  afford  to  neglect  is 
high  teacher  salaries.  This  most  important  consideration 
would  directly  determine  our  future  success  in  achieving 
high  educational  standards  for  our  children.  Poor  educa- 
tion is  expensive,  good  education  an  investment. 

Concerning  education  in  the  future  with  all  its  increas- 
ing demands,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  again  say  that  a  sound,  effi- 
cient and  more  economical  education  can  only  be  provided 
when  there  is  one  grade  per  teacher.  This  was  considered 
and  discussed  in  great  detail  during  the  past  year.  Since 
the  majority  of  those  interested  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
present  program  and  reject  any  idea  of  regionalization,  your 
School  Committee  voted  to  table  the  matter  and  to  continue 
its  present  policy.  I  hope  the  issue  will  not  be  entirely 
forgotten,  however,  and  that  at  some  future  date  public 
opinion  will  be  strong  enough  to  reconsider  merits  of  a  re- 
gional program. 

Mrs.  Volland  continues  to  do  an  outstanding  job  with 
grades  1-5  at  the  Village  School.  She  should  be  congratu- 
lated for  her  accomplishments  in  the  multiple  grade  organi- 
zation. 

Miss  Morehouse  and  Miss  Veber  are  to  be  commended 
for  their  fine  work  which  contributes  to  the  success  of  the 
instructional  program. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  sincerely  thank 
all  those  affiliated  with  the  school  program  who  have  helped 
to  make  this  past  year  a  successful  and  enjoyable  one  and 
to  especially  thank  the  school  committee  for  their  support 
and  confidence  in  my  educational  endeavors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILSON  L.  TILLEY, 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
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SPECIAL  REPORT 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  inform  you  of  the  results 
of  the  recent  study  made  of  Rowe's  educational  facilities 
and  future  provisions. 

In  response  to  the  request  of  the  School  Committee  of 
the  Town  of  Rowe,  in  October,  1955,  an  educational  survey 
was  made  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education. 
The  department's  report,  dated  August,  1957,  contained  the 
following  remarks: 

"Special  permission  extended  by  Commissioner  Des- 
mond for  Rowe  to  send  its  6th,  7th,  and  8th  grade  pupils 
to  the  Hawlemont  Regional  School  is  given  only  on  a  one- 
year  basis. 

The  survey  committee  has  the  following  recommen- 
dations presented  in  order  of  their  prority. 

1.  Becoming  affiliated  with  a  region.  The  feasibi- 
lity of  joining  the  proposed  Mohawk  Trail  Region, 
grades  7-12,  forecasts  the  possibility  of  an  encour- 
ing  future  for  the  education  of  Rowe  children  in 
grades  7-12.  The  committee  also  recommends 
that  Rowe  become  affiliated  with  the  Hawlemont 
Regional  School  District  for  pupils  of  grades  1-6 
view  of  the  fact  that  regionalizing  on  a  grade 
7-12  basis  would  not  solve  Rowe's  problem  q£ 
elementary  education. 

2.  Planning  for  and  constructing  in  Rowe  a  new 
school  building  providing  adequate  educational 
facilities  for  children  in  grades  1-8. 

3.  Build  an  addition  to  the  present  Rowe  Village 
Elementary  School.  Due  to  the  location  of  the 
school,  the  expense  involved,  and  educationally 
limiting  factors  which  would  necessarily  continue 
to  operate  in  such  a  building,  this  seems  an  un- 
desirable solution. 

The  following  emergency  measures  are  possible  for 
short  period  of  time.      It  must  be  stressed,  however, 
that  these  would  be  steps  of  an  emergency  nature  only, 
and  that  Rowe  must  adopt  permanent  long-range  plans. 


34 


1.  Renovating  the  available  room  in  the  present 
Town  Hall  to  house  pupils  in  grades  5,  6,  7  and 
8,  with  pupils  in  grades  1-4  remaining  in  the 
Rowe  Village  School. 

2.  Inaugurating  double  sessions  in  the  Rowe  Village 
School  with  morning  sessions  for  grades  1-4  and 
afternoon  sessions  for  grades  5-8.  This  would 
necessarily  include  the  many  very  undesirable 
educational  features  that  go  with  emergency 
double  sessions. 

Prior  to  this  final  report  from  the  Massachusetts  De- 
partment of  Education,  at  Town  Meeting  on  February  4, 
1957  your  School  Committee  conducted  a  forum  to  discuss 
solutions  to  this  problem.  Superintendent  Tilley  pre- 
sented four  plans  and  discussed  their  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages. They  are  listed  below  in  order  of  estimated 
total  expense  to  the  town.  The  least  expensive  listed 
first,  the  most  expensive  last. 

1.  Joining  Hawlemont  Regional  School  District 
grades  1-6.  7th,  and  8th  grades  would  be  includ- 
ed until  such  time  as  a  regional  secondary  school 
grades  7-12  becomes  a  reality. 

2.  Join  Hawlemont  Regional  School  District  grades 
1-6  and  maintain  the  Rowe  Village  School  for 
kindergarten  and/or  primary  grades. 

3.  Use  the  Rowe  Village  School  for  grades  1-4  and 
renovate  a  room  in  the  Town  Hall  for  grades  5-8. 
This  solution  would  not  be  acceptable  to  the  De- 
partment of  Education  as  a  permanent  solution. 

4.  Build  a  new  building  for  grades  1-8  now,  join  the 
Mohawk  Trail  Regional  High  School  District 
grades  7-12  when  possible  and  maintain  the  ele- 
mentary school  for  grades  1-6.  Mr.  Tiiley  stres- 
sed that  because  of  the  small  number  of  children 
involved,  this  plan  was  impractical. 

As  a  result  of  the  forum  held  on  February  4,  1957  a 
Citizens'  Committee,  consisting  of  the  following  members, 
was  formed  to  study  the  problem:  Mrs.  Florencs  Vyland, 
Mr.  Efford  Pierce,  Mrs.  Arvon  Palmer,  Miss  Be.  :ha  Chapin, 
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Mrs.  Betty  Scrivens,  Mrs.  Mary  Sibley,  Mrs.  Christine  Gorcza- 
koski,  Mrs.  Nancy  Williams,  Mr.  Wendell  Bjork,  Mrs.  Mar- 
jorie  Gray,  Mrs.  Ree  Schuler,  Mrs.  Blanche  Veber,  Mrs.  Irene 
Veber,  Mrs.  Marion  Avery  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Avery. 

Several  meetings  follovi^ed  and  schools  in  neighboring 
communities  were  visited.  At  the  final  meeting  many  mem- 
bers stated  that  they  felt  this  was  not  the  right  time  to  make 
any  major  change  due  to  uncertainty  of  future  trends  and 
needs. 

The  Citizens'  Committee  voted  to  recommend  to  the 
School  Committee  that  they  continue  with  the  present  plan 
until  the  need  for  a  change  arises.  They  wished  to  inform 
the  Commissioner  of  Education  of  their  decision,  together 
with  the  reasons  for  it,  and  to  ask  permission  to  continue 
their  present  policy.  At  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
School  Committee  these  requests  were  discussed  and  a  letter 
was  sent  to  the  commissioner.     His  reply  follows: 


July  2,  1957 

Mr.  Wilson  L.  Tilley 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Charlemont,  Massachusetts 

Dear  M.  Tilley: 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  June  18,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Education.  My  recommenda- 
tion that  the  Town  of  Rowe  be  granted  permission  to  send 
children  of  grades  6,  7,  and  8  to  Hawlemont  Regional  School 
for  the  next  school  year  ending  June  30,  1958  was  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Education  at  its  meeting  of  June  25,  1957. 

It  must  be  apparent  now  that  the  Town  of  Rowe  has  a 
responsibility  for  providing  a  building  for  all  pupils  who  are 
now  enrolled  in  the  Town  in  grades  1  to  8.  The  School 
Committee  in  compliance  with  the  law  should  give  immedi- 
ate consideration  to  the  manner  in  which  this  may  be  ac- 
complished. I  trust  that  the  School  Committee  will  give 
careful  consideration  to  your  recommendation  that  the  Town 
join  the  Hawlemont  regional  school  district.     If  this  is  not 
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done  immediate  plans  should  be  made  for  the  provision  of  a 
building  erected  by  the  Town  of  Rowe.  I  do  not  recommend 
that  the  Board  of  Education  extend  beyond  June,  1958  the 
permission  for  the  Town  to  send  its  pupils  to  another  school 
or  district  on  a  tuition  basis. 

Will  you  please  advise  me  of  the  progress  the  School 
Committee  makes  toward  meeting  fully  the  requirements  of 
the  law? 

Sincerely  yours, 

JOHN  J.  DESMOND,  JR. 
Commissioner  of  Education 


Because  of  mixed  feelings  of  the  citizens  of  Rowe  and 
the  fact  that  no  common  agreement  could  be  reached  by  the 
School  Committee,  it  was  suggested  that  perhaps  the  most 
satisfactory,  workable  and  acceptable  solution  to  all  would 
be  the  recommendation  that  Rowe  join  the  Hawlemont  Re- 
gional School  District  and  maintain  the  Rowe  Village  School 
for  primary  grades. 

In  view  of  the  Commissioner's  letter,  some  change 
must  be  accomplished.  Just  what  that  change  will  be  de- 
pends upon  the  cooperative  efforts  of  the  voters  of  Rowe  at 
a  subsequent  Town  Meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILSON  L.  TILLEY, 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
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ROWE  PUPILS 

Membership  by  Age  and  Grade  —  October  1,  1957 


Grade  Ages  Total 


5    6    7    8    9    10    11    12    13    14    15    16  17 

12  2 

2  2  2 

3  2  2 

4  3  3 

5  16     2  9 

6  2     2  4 

7  2      11  4 

8  2  114 

9  12  3 

10  3  3 

11  1  1 

12  2  2 


Total    222466343322  39 
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DISBURSEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AND  BUDGET  FOR  1958 

App.  Spent  Budget 
1957  1957  1958 


General  Control: 

School  Oommittee  Expemse 
(Superinteiident's  Salary 
Superintendent's  0<ther  Expense 


Instruction: 

Teachers 
Supervisors 
Substitutes 
Books 

Supplies  &  Tests 


Operation: 

Janitor  Service 
Fuel 

Miscellaneous 


Maintenance: 

Repairs  &  Replacements 
Auxiliary: 
Health 

Elementary  Transportation 
High  School  Transportation 
Elementary  Tuition 
High  School  Tuition 
Vocational 


Outlay: 

New  Equipment 
Yards  &  Grounds 


Other  Payments: 

Miscellaneous 

Totals 

Appropriation  for  1957 
Total  Expended  -  1957 

Unexpended  Balance  -  1957 
Total  Expended  -  1957 
State  Reimbursements 

Actual  Cost  to  Town 


$  50.00 

$  50.00 

$  85i00 

660.00 

654.96 

690.00 

165.00 

202.88 

210.00 

$  875.00 

$  907.84 

$  985.00 

$3,540.00 

$3,640.00 

$4,090.00 

580.00 

384.50 

616.00 

100.00 

50.00 

100.00 

99.30 

lOO.OO 

200.00 

105.43 

150.00 

<R4  520  00 

<t;4  22Q  2^ 

<l;5  fiOfi  00 

$  400.00 

^fiQ  no 

^   "^fiO  00 

325.00 

302.83 

325.00 

255.00 

244.62 

245.00 

$  980.00 

$  896.45 

$  930.00 

$  125.00 

$  240.24 

$  140.00 

$  60.00 

$  72.09 

$  60.00 

7,810.00 

6,376.50 

6,624.00 

2,160.00 

1,318.00 

1,245.00 

5,000.00 

4,562.50 

5,460.00 

4,500.00 

2,200.00 

3,300.00 

336.20 

1,665.00 

$19,530.00  $14,865.29  $18,364.00 


$     50.00  $  100.00 

260.00 


$    50.00  $  360.00 

$  100.00    $     18.81    $  100.00 


$26,180.00  $21,157.86  $25,875.00 
$26,180.00 
21,157.86 


$  5,022.14 

$21,157.86 
10,323.34 


$  10,834.52 


FLORENCE  WYLAND,  Chairman 
ARVON  PALMER,  Secretary 
EFFORD  PIERCE 
The  Rowe  School  Oommittee 
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State  Audit  Report 


March  14,  1957 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Mr.  John  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Rowe,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  town  of  Rowe  for  the  period  from  February  9,  1966 
to  February  9,  1957,  made  in  laccordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  44,  General  Laws.  This  is  in  the  form  of  a  report  made 
to  me  by  Mr.  William  Schwartz,  Assistant  Director  of  Accounts. 

Very  truly  yours, 

HERMAN  B.  DINE 
Director  of  Accounts 


Mr.  Herman  B.  Dine 

Director  of  Accounts 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 

State  House,  Boston 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  made  an  audit  of 
the  books  and  accounts  of  the  town  of  Rowe  for  the  period  from 
February  9,  1956,  the  date  of  the  previous  examination,  to  February 
9,  1957,  and  submit  the  following  report  thereon: 

The  financial  transactions,  as  recorded  on  the  books  of  the 
several  departments  receiving  or  disbursing  money  for  the  town  or 
sending  out  bills  for  collection,  were  examined  and  checked. 

The  surety  bonds  on  file  for  the  several  town  officials  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  were  examined  and  found  to 
be  in  proper  form. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  town  treasurer  were  examined 
and  checked  in  detail.  The  receipts,  as  recorded,  were  analyzed 
and  checked  with  the  records  of  the  departments  making  payments 
to  the  treasurer  and  with  other  sources  from  which  money  was  paid 
into  the  town  treasury,  while  the  expenditures  were  compared  with 
the  selectmen's  warrants  and  with  the  classified  record  of  payments. 
The  cash  balance  on  February  9,  1957  was  proved  by  reconciliation 
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of  the  bank  balance  wiiJh  a  statement  received  from  the  depository, 
by  examination  of  >the  savings  bank  books,  and  by  actual  count  of 
the  cash  in  the  office. 

The  records  of  payroll  deductions  on  account  of  Federal  taxes 
and  the  county  retirement  system  were  examined  and  checked. 
The  deductions  were  listed,  the  payments  to  the  proper  agencies 
were  verified,  and  the  balances  in  the  general  treasury  were  proved. 

The  records  of  tax  titles  were  examined  and  checked  with  the 
books  of  the  tax  collector  and  with  the  records  at  the  Registry  of 
Deeds.  The  amounts  received  on  account  of  redemptions  were  veri- 
fied, and  the  tax  titles  on  hand  were  listed  and  proved. 

The  records  pertaining  to  temporary  loans,  as  well  as  to  matur- 
ing debt,  were  examined  and  checked.  The  loans  issued  were  com- 
pared with  the  treasurer's  recorded  receipts,  while  the  payments  on 
account  of  maturing  debt  and  interest  were  proved  by  comparison 
with  the  amounts  falling  due  and  with  the  cancelled  securities  oh 
file. 

The  savings  bank  books  land  securities  representing  the  invest- 
ment of  the  trust  and  investment  funds  in  the  custody  of  the  town 
treasurer  were  examined  and  listed.  The  income  was  proved,  the 
amounts  received  on  account  of  bequests  and  sale  of  securities  were 
checked,  and  the  payments  to  the  town  were  compared  with  the 
treasurer's  recorded  receipts. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  tax  collector  were  examined 
and  checked.  The  accounts  outstanding  at  the  time  of  the  pre- 
vious examination,  as  well  as  lall  subsequent  commitment  lists  of 
taxes  and  motor  vehicle  and  trailer  excise,  were  audited  and  proved 
with  the  warrants  issued  by  the  assessors.  The  reported  payments 
to  the  treasurer  were  coimpared  with  the  treasurer's  cash  book, 
the  recorded  abatements  were  checked  with  the  assessors'  records 
of  abatements  granted,  the  transfers  to  tax  titles  were  verified,  the 
outstanding  accounts  were  listed  and  proved,  and  the  cash  on  hand 
Febru/ary  9,  1957  was  proved  by  actual  count. 

Verification  notices  were  sent  to  all  of  the  persons'  whose  names 
appeared  on  the  books  as  owing  money  to  the  town,  and  from  the 
replies  received  it  appears  that  the  outstanding  accounts,  as  listed 
are  correct. 

The  appropriations  were  listed  from  the  town  clerk's  record 
of  town  meetings,  and  the  amounts  voted  were  coimpared  with  the 
aggregate  appropriations  raised  by  the  assessors  in  the  computation 
of  the  1956  tax  rate. 

The  financial  transactions  of  the  town  clerk  were  examined 
and  checked.  The  recorded  receipts  for  dog  and  sporting  licenses 
were  checked  with  the  records  of  licenses  issued,  the  payments  to 
th  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game  and  to  the  town  treasurer  were 
verified,  and  the  cash  on  hand  February  9,  1957  was  proved  by 
actual  count. 

Attention  of  the  town  clerk  is  again  called  to  the  provisions  of 
Section  13,  Chapter  131,  General  Laws,  whidi  requires  payments  on 
the  first  Monday  of  every  month  to  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Game  of  the  proceeds  of  sporting  licenses  issued  during  the  pre- 
ceding month. 
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The  transfers  from  the  reserve  fund  were  listed  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  finance  committee  and  checked  with  the  ajppropriation 
accounts. 

The  receipts  for  licenses  issued  by  the  board  of  selectmen  were 
checked  with  the  record  of  licenses  granted,  the  payments  to  the 
treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  cash  on  hand  February  9,  1957  was 
proved  by  actual  count. 

The  recorded  receipts  from  town  hall  rentals  were  checked  and 
the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified. 

The  records  of  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measurer  were  exami- 
ed  and  checked.  The  receipts  were  compared  with  the  record  of 
fees  charged  and  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified. 

The  charges  for  the  use  of  town-owned  highway  equipment  were 
compared  with  the  records  of  the  highway  department.  The 
charges  were  listed  and  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified. 

The  records  of  accounts  receivable  of  the  public  welfare  and 
veterans'  services  departments  were  examined  and  checked.  The 
charges  were  added,  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified, 
and  the  outstanding  accounts  were  listed  and  proved. 

The  records  pertaining  to  Federal  grants  on  accounts  of  dis- 
ability assistance,  aid  to  dependent  children,  and  old  age  assistance 
were  examined  and  checked.  The  recorded  collections  were  proved 
by  comparison  with  the  treasurer's  recorded  receipts. 

The  recorded  receipts  of  the  librarian  pertaining  to  fines  were 
checked,  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified,  and  the  cash 
on  hand  February  9,  1957  was  proved  by  actual  count. 

The  accounts  relative  to  State  and  county  aid  to  highways  were 
examined  and  checked  with  the  agreements  received  from  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Works  and  the  county  commissioners.  The 
payments  received  from  the  State  and  the  county  were  verified,  and 
the  outstanding  amounts  were  proved. 

Ledger  accounts  were  compiled,  and  a  balance  sheet,  which  is 
appended  to  this  report,  was  prepared  showing  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  town  on  February  9,  1957. 

In  addition  to  the  balance  sheet,  there  are  appended  to  this 
report  tables  showing  a  reconciliation  of  the  treasurer's  cash,  sum- 
maries of  the  tax,  excise,  and  departmental  accounts,  together  with 
schedules  showing  the  transactions  and  condition  of  the  trust  and 
investment  funds. 

Cooperation  was  received  from  all  town  officials  during  the 
progress  of  the  audit,  for  which,  on  behalf  of  my  assistants  and  for 
myself,  I  wish  to  express  appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
WILLIAM  SCHWARTZ 
Assistant  Director  of  Accounts 
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Assessor's  Report 


TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES 
OF  POLLS,  PROPERTY  AND  TAXES 

As  Assessed  January  1,  1957 

Number  of  Persons  assessed: 

On  Personal  Estate  only  7 
On  Real  Estate  only  95 
On  both  Personal  &  Real  Estate  71 
Total  number  of  persons  assessed  189 
Number  of  Polls  assessed  45 

Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate: 

Stock  in  trade  $  875.00 

Machinery  228,036.00 
Live  Stock  1,470 
All  other  tangible  property  10,990.00 


Total  assessed  personal  estate  $241,371.00 

Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate 

Land  exclusive  of  Bldgs.  $102,937.00 

Buildings  exclusive  of  land  354,025.00 


Total  value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  $456,962.00 
Total  valuation  of  Assessed  Estate  $698,333.00 
Tax  Rate  per  $1,000  $  71.00 

Taxes  for  State,  County  and  Town  Purposes, 
including  overlay: 
On  Personal  Estate  $  17,137.42 

On  Real  Estate  32,444.30 
On  Polls  90.00 


Total  Taxes  Assessed  $  49,671. .72 

Number  of  Live  Stock  Estimated  under  Section  36,  Chapt.  59 
Horses  .  16 

Neat  Cattle  (1  Bull  -  6  Heifers)  7 
Goats  4 


45 

Number  of  acres  of  land  assessed 
Number  of  dwellings  assessed 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHANDLER   C.   SHUMWAY  Chairman 
HOWARD  0.  TRUESDELL 
JOHN  E.  BOND 
Board  of  Assessors 


14,653 
162 


Recapitulation 

FIGURES  USED  IN  FIXING  THE  1957  TAX  RATE 

Total  Appropriation  voted  to  be  raised 

by  Taxation                                $  69,274.42 
Total  Appropriation  voted  to  be  taken 

from  available  funds  26,445.89 

State  Taxes  and  Assessments  705.53 

County  Taxes  and  Assessments  5,217.11 

Western  Franklin  Health  District  528.00 

Western  Franklin  Welfare  District  256.00 

West.  Frank.  Veterans'  Service  Center  282.50 

Overlay  Reserve  Fund  1,935.85 


GROSS  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED 

(by  taxation  &  from  Avail.  Funds)  $104,645.30 

Estimated  Receipts  and  Available  Funds: 
From  the  State: 

Income,  Corporation  &  Meal  Taxes  6,486.17 

Reimbursement  Public  Owned  Land  141.52 

Schools  8,000.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  5,400.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes  1,600.00 

Miscellaneous  Licenses  100.00 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  135.00 

Charities  300.00 

Interest  on  Taxes  &  Savings  Accts  365.00 
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Available  Funds  32,445.89 


Gross  Amount  of  Estimated  Receipts  $  54,973.58 

Balance  to  be  raised  by  Taxation  as  follows: 
Number  of  Polls:  45  @  $2.00  90 
Personal  Property:  $241,371.00 

@  $71.00  per  $1,000  17,137.42 
Real  Estate:  $456,962.00 

@  $71.00  per  $1,000  32,444.30 


Total  Taxes  Levied  on  Polls  and  Property  $  49,671.72 

Number  of  Polls:  45  @  $2.00  90.00 

$104,645.30 


Valuation  List 

REAL  AND  PERSONAL  PROPERTY 
As  required  by  Annual  Meeting  Vote,  February  4,  1957 


Name 

Aberg,  W.  C.  &  E.  L. 
Adams,  Eva  N. 
Adams,  Eugene  &  Eva 
Alves,  Francis  H. 
Avery,  Chas.  D.  &  Marion 
Avery,  Marion  A. 
Avery,  Lucy  J. 
Babocock,  K.  F. 
Swenson,  J.  R.  &  H.  E. 
Bannish,  J.  E. 

Bassett,  W.,  M.  D.,  E.  D.,  @ 

Pariseau,  E.  M. 
Bates,  Walter  &  Jessie 
Beaver  Daniel 
Bennett,  Eva  P. 
Bent,  Roy 
Benton,  Richard 


Real  Property  Personal 


Bldg. 

Land 

Property 

1050.00 

1070.00 

350.00 

175.00 

100.00 

25.00 

170.00 

425.00 

800.00 

200.00 

70.00 

80.00 

775.00 

865.00 

105.00 

500.00 

100.00 

200.00 

105.00 

100.00 

1450.00 

510.00 

300.00 

30.00 

1525.00 

2780.00 

75.00 

850.00 

65.00 
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Name 

Bjork,  Benj.  &  Augusta 
Bjork,  Wendell  &  Florence 
Blassberg,  William 
Bolton,  Lawrence  M. 
Bond,  Anna  M.  Est. 
Bond,  J.  E.  &  A.  G. 
Boston  &  Me.  RR 
Brown,  Archie  &  Hazel 
Brown,  Edwin  M.  &  Victoria 
Brown,  E.  C.  &  D.  M. 
Brown,  Clinton  E. 
Brown,  Percy 
Brown,  William  H. 
Buehler,  Wm.  &  F.  B. 
Brown,  Dean 
Buchner,  C.  J.  &  K.  G. 
Burke,  E.  &  M.  B. 
Burt,  W.  R.  &  Eva  H. 
Call,  Fred  J. 
Carroll,  Fred  W. 
Chapin,  B.  &  Tyon  H. 
Clark,  C.  E.  &  T.  M. 
Clement,  E.  F. 
Codrick,  Thos.  H. 
Compton,  B.  S.  & 

Donelson,  A.  A.  &  I.  H. 
Coolbrith,  Alice  A. 
Copley,  Thos.  &  Louise 
Cornish,  W.  B.  &  H.  B. 
Davenport,  M.  E. 
Dechand,  Wm.  F. 
Decker,  E.  H.  &  J.  H. 
Desoe,  H.  J.  &  G.  N. 
Doubleday,  L.  &  A.  A. 
Duncan,  H.  &  Hoiby  L. 
Dunnell,  G.  &  H. 
Ellis,  Glenn  L. 
Essert,  P.  L.  &  P.  M. 
Farnum,  Lucy 
Farrington,  A.  W. 
Fitzroy,  Herbert  H. 


Real  Property 

I'^^fcrk'n  q1 
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Property 
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400.00 

75.00 
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Name 

Franceschetti,  C.  &  M.  A. 
Frost,  Roger 
Galbraith,  J.  A.  &  A.  G. 
Gardner,  Harold 
Gilman,  Marie  F. 
Gingras,  Lillian  G. 
Godfrey,  Jas.  &  Dora  M. 
Gorczakoski,  Joseph 
Hamilton,  Jas.  N. 
Hartwell,  K.  E.  &  A.  F. 
Henderson,  W.  D.  &  Mable 
Henderson,  E.  C. 
Henry,  Martha 
Holden,  Alice  M. 
Howe,  Gardner 
Hoxie,  G.  &  C.  A. 
Hurd,  Howard  G. 
Jaekman,  Francis  &  Bertha 
Johnson,  Cynthia  W. 
Jones,  D.  H.  &  M.  S. 
Kennedy,  Cecil  H. 
Knapp,  John  &  Ada  L. 
Kilgore,  Harold 
Lee,  Bessie 
Lee,  Lawrence 
LeFave,  F.  &  F. 
Lin,  Helen 
Lively,  M.  &  E. 
Lowensberg,  V/m.  A. 
Magnago,  Jos.  &  Valerie 
Magnago,  Sylvia 
McKay,  F.  J.  &  C.  F. 
Munroe,  B.  C. 
Murray,  Sam  &  Lillias 
Neal,  Florence 
Nelson,  Adolph 
Newton,  Myron  A. 
New  England  Power  Co. 
Newman,  M.  L.  &  J.  H. 
No.  Berkshire  Elect.  Co. 
New  Eng.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co. 


Real  Property  Personal 


Bldg. 

Land 

Property 
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250.00 
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50.00 

265,650. 

21,040. 

200,000. 

170.00 

15036.00 
3400.00 
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Name 

Niebuhr,  H.  R.  &  F.  M. 
Norris,  Florence 
Oliver,  John 
Palmer,  Ellsworth  &  A. 
Paoletti,  Calisto 
Pearson,  Samuel  E. 
Peck  Lumber  Co. 
Pickett,  J.  T.  &  E.  L. 
Pierce,  E.  H.  &  F.  E. 
Pierson,  Wm.  D. 
Pratt,  C.  &  M. 
Quinn,  G.  L. 
Raffa,  F.  J.  &  A.  M. 
Rand,  Elmer  &  Pearl 
Ramsey,  David  H. 
Raycroft,  V.  &  E. 
Reed,  H.  C. 
Reed,  G.  &  E.  R. 
Rice,  A.  M.  &  L.  N. 
Richmond,  D.  &  M. 
Riggan,  G.  &  M. 
Rivers,  A.  G. 
Rose,  T.  M. 
Rossi,  J.  &  C. 
Rowe,  Fred  F. 
Saich,  Wm.  &  M.  B. 
Sartori,  F.  &  R. 
Scarpitto,  J.  W.  &  M.  M. 
Scarpitto,  Wanda  & 

Atwood,  D.  J. 
Schubert,  P.  &  D. 
Schuler,  M.  &  R.  B. 
Schmidt,  F.  &  L. 
Scrivens,  C.  M. 
Searles,  H.  H. 
Shea,  R.  P.  Jr. 
Sherman,  E.  L. 
Shippee,  Leon 
Shumway,  C.  C. 
Shumway,  H.  &  G. 
Shumway,  R.  E. 


Real  Property 
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Name 

Sibley,  Annie 
Sibley,  C.  W.  &  M.  E. 
Sibley,  Emory  B. 
Sibley,  E.  B.  &  J.  F. 
Sibley,  H.  N. 
Sibley,  W.  &  H. 
Sibley,  Margaret 
Sifton,  H.  &  Veber,  N. 
Slaunwhite,  S.  &  L.  N. 
Smith,  Royal 
Soule,  K.  D.  &  E.  L. 
Stanford,  E.  E.  &  A. 
Stanford,  Grace 
Stanford,  J.  H.  &  L. 
Stevens,  R.  B.  &  D.  N. 
Stone,  Viola 
Swenson,  H.  E.  &  V.  H. 
Swenson,  R.  G. 
Sykes,  Roy  R. 
Tanner,  H.  L.  &  M.  B. 
Tombs,  N.  E.  &  H. 
Truesdell,  A.  F. 
Truesdell,  E.  0.  &  M.  W. 
Truesdell,  G.  A.  &  A. 
Tiittle,  C.  &  A.  M. 
Vanltallie,  Hugo  & 

Hecht,  Roger 
Vareschi,  Peter 
VanAlstine,  M.  M. 
Veber,  Edwina 
Veber,  E.  B. 
Veber,  F.  &  I. 
Vincent,  L.  A. 
Dupont,  C.  J.  & 

Vitty,  T.  L. 
Wackenbarth,  F.  S. 
Waite,  Cora 
Wessrnan,  Herbert 
W.  Va.  Pulp  &  Pa.  Co. 
West,  Thomas 
Whalley,  Irene 


Real  Property  Personal 
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Real  Property 

Name 

Bldg. 

Land 

Property 
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Town  Clerk's  Report 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

Date  Name 

September  17,  1957  —  Brenda  Lynn  Fitzroy 

Parents:  Herbert  Henry  Fitzroy,  Ruth  Marion  McHaffie 

Deaths 


Date  Name 

Yrs. 

Mos.  Days 

Apr.  7,   Anna  J.  Chapin 

81 

2  25 

Apr.  13  Ralph  P.  Winn 

83 

0  22 

May  22  Calisto  Paoletti 

82 

3  27 

Sept.  23  Raymond  P.  Shea 

65 

11  18 

Oct.  10  Adelbert  F.  Truesdell 

82 

7  28 

Dec.  26  George  C.  Brown 

83 

9  12 

Marriages 

Date  Name  Residence 

Apr.  27  Robert  Malloy  Adams,  Mass. 

Marie  E.  Scrivens  Rowe,  Mass. 

Dec.  1    Louis  W.  von  Reuss-Chenberg  Schantz 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Fannie  Ballou  Sibley  Rowe,  Mass. 

Licenses  Issued 
Dog  Licenses 

22  male  @  $2.00  $  44.00 

3  female  @  $5.00  15.00 

10  spayed  female  @  $2.00  20.00 


Fees  retained  @  $.20  $  4.80 

Fees  retained  @  $.25  2.75 
Paid  Town  Treasurer  71.45 


$  79.00 


$  79.00 
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Sporting  Licenses 

Resident  Hunting  13  @  $3.25          $  42.25 

Resident  Fishing  2  @  $3.25  6.50 

Resident  Sporting  22  (cr  $5.25  115.50 

Resident  Fishing,  Female  2  @  $2.25  4.50 

Resident  Fishing,  Minor  1  ©  $1.25  1.25 

Non-resident  Hunting  2  @  $15.25  30.50 

Non-resident  Sporting  1  @  $20.25  20.25 

Non-resident  Fishing  1  (a:  $7.75  7.75 

Non-resident  3  day  Fishing  4  @  $2.75  11.00 

Duplicate  Sporting  1  @  $.50  .50 
Resident  Sporting  5  Free 


$  240.00 

Fees  Retained  @  $.25  $  12.00 

Paid  Division  of  Fish  and  Game  228.00 


$  240.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GERALD  A.  TRUESDELL 
Town  Clerk 
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Tax  Collector's  Report 


TAXES  OUTSTANDING  -  DECEMBER  31,  1957 


1954  Taxes  Uncoileoted: 
Personal  Property  Taxes  $  3.64 

Real  Estate  Taxes  2.60 


'  $  6.24 

1955  Taxes  Uncollected: 
Poll  Taxes  6.00 
Personal  Property  Taxes  9.72 
Real  Estate  Taxes  57.24 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes  168.79 


$  241.75 

1956  Taxes  Uncollected: 
Poll  Taxes  6.00 
Personal  Property  Taxes  63.16 
Real  Estate  Taxes  505.13 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes  315.50 


$  889.79 

1957  Taxes  Uncollected: 
Poll  Taxes  12.00 
Personal  Property  Taxes  58.59 
Real  Estate  Taxes  619.17 
Farm  Animal  Excise  Taxes  15.00 


$  704.76 

$  1,842.54 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NANCY  N.  WILLIAMS 
Tax  Collector 


Town  Expenditures  -  1957 
Administration  Expenditures 
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ADMINISTRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $  800.00 

Board  of  Selectmen  $  81.78 

Board  of  Assessors  28.53 

Tax  Collector  74.98 

Treasurer  64.16 

Town  Clerk  32.04 

Telephone  Expense  144.00 

Office  Supplies  52.19 

Publishing  Annual  Report  (1956)  316.23 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  6.09 


$    800.00    $  800.00 


BONDS  AND  INSURANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  2,500.00 

Reserve  Fund  36.55 

Workmens  Compensation  $  970.41 

Vehicle  Liability  669.62 

Public  Liability  170.31 

Burglary  76.50 

Volunteer  Fire  Dept.  166.25 

Fire  Insurance  Schedule  363.21 

Bonds  120.25 

Town  Clerk  $  5.00 

Tax  Collector  63.75 

Treasurer  41.50 

Conservator  10.00 


$  2,536.55  $  2,536.55 
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CONTINGENT 


Town  Appropriation  $  500.00 

Reserve  Fund  176.88 

Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers  $  40.00 

Town  Counsel  205.00 

Note  #63  Interest  67.34 

Note  #64  Certification  2.00 

Note  #64  Interest  119.59 

Land  Damages  50.00 

Brush  Control  (Pound,  etc.)  88.20 

Public  Notices  7.73 

Memorial  Day  Flags  &  Xmas  Decorations  33.34 

Miscellaneous  63.66 


$     676.88  $  676.88 


TOWN  OFFICERS'  SALARIES 

Town  Appropriation 

$  3,030.00 

Selectmen 

$ 

900.00 

J.  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

$  450.00 

J.  H.  Stanford 

225.00 

E.  C.  Henderson 

225.00 

School  Committee 

300.00 

F.  E.  Wyland 

$  100.00 

E.  H.  Pierce 

100.00 

A.  G.  Palmer 

100.00 

Assessors 

510.00 

C.  C.  Shumway 

$  170.00 

H.  0.  Truesdell 

170.00 

J.  E.  Bond 

155.82 

C.  W.  Sibley 

14.18 

Tax  Collector 

N.  N.  Williams 

250.00 

Treasurer 

400.00 

F.  E.  Pierce 

$  350.00 

F.  M.  Bjork 

50.00 

Town  Clerk 

G.  A.  Truesdell 

140.00 

Administrative  Clerk 

N.  N.  Williams 

400.00 

Fire  Chief 

J.  H.  Stanford 

100.00 
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Moderator 

G.  A.  Truesdell  20.00 
Auditor 

F.  M.  Bjork  5.00 
Sealer,  Wghts.  &  Meas. 

S.  Murray  5.00 


$  3,030.00  $  3,030.00 


TOWN  OFFICERS'  EXPENSES 

Town  Appropriation  $  150.00 

Reserve  Fund  .05 

Board  of  Selectmen  $  125.55 

Board  of  Assessors  9.00 

Treasurer  2.00 

Tax  Collector  6.00 

Town  Clerk  7.50 


$     150.05  $  150.05 


Highway  Department  Expenditures 

ROAD  MACHINERY  MAINTENANCE 


1956  Machinery  Earnings  $  7,545.89 

Superintendent  $  365.75 

Regular  Labor  820.55 

Building  Repair  &  Maint.  15.40 

Heating  Fuel  Oil  .  517.50 

Electricity  46.88 

Telephone  Service  122.60 

Vehicle  Registration  &  Inspection  16.50 

Small  Tools  &  Equipment  196.47 

Motor  Oil,  Grease,  etc.  111.97 

Diesel  Fuel  68.25 
Gasoline 


#1.  F-250  Pick-up  $  139.97 

#2.  F-750  Dump  374.63 
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#3.  F-800  Dump  706.64 
#7.  &  8.  Sanders  13.00 
#9.  Power  Saw  6.25 


Total  1,240.49 
Repairs,  Parts,  etc. 

#1.  F-250  $  140.92 

#2.  F-750  326.03 

#3.  F-800  666.64 

#4.  Fordson-Major  536.93 

#5.  Cletrac  14.49 

#7.  Sander  4.00 

Plows  (Blades,  etc.)  326.80 

Common  Spare  Parts  34.38 


Total  2,050.19 

New  Snow  Plow  664.10 

New  Equipment  514.57 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  794.67 


$  7,545.89  $  7,545.89 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  NEW  EQUIPMENT 

Town  Appropriation  $  2,000.00 

H.  F.  Davis  Co.  (Fox  Sander)  $  1,992.75 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  7.25 


$  2,000.00  $  2,000.00 


EMPLOYEES  VACATION  PAY 

Town  Appropriation  $  400.00 

S.  Murray  $  72.00 

H.  0.  Truesdell  60.00 

J.  F.  Knapp  60.00 

J.  Magnago  56.00 

R.  L.  Quillinan  56.00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  96.00 


$     400.00  $  400.00 
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HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  EMPLOYEES 
TOTAL  WAGES  EARNED 


Samuel  Murray,  Superintendent  $  4,244.45 

Howard  0.  Truesdell,  Equipment  Operator  3,377.70 

John  F.  Knapp,  Equipment  Operator  3,434.68 

Joseph  Magnago,  Laborer  3,160.80 

Ralph  L.  Quillinan,  Laborer  3,088.25 

Francis  M.  Jackman,  Laborer  1,163.60 

Frank  Sartori,  Laborer  1,354.60 

Ellsworth  E.  Palmer,  Laborer  281.75 
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1957  CHAPTER  81  EXPENDITURES 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  ROWE 


1. 

Zoar  Road 

$  735.20 

2. 

Pond  Road 

139.50 

3. 

Leshures  Rd. 

174.17 

4. 

Ford  Hill  Rd. 

587.14 

5. 

Monroe  Hill  Rd. 

279.39 

6. 

Middletown  Hill  Rd. 

384.68 

7. 

Potters  Road 

552.75 

8. 

Cross  Road 

373.30 

9. 

Stone  Hill  Rd. 

274.81 

10. 

Stone  Road 

45.40 

11. 

Cyrus  Stage  Rd. 

939.66 

12. 

Dell  Road 

77.54 

13. 

Davis  Mine  Rd. 

738.26 

14. 

Davenport  Road 

215.84 

14a. 

Davenport  Road  Br. 

84.71 

15. 

Tatro  Road 

148.50 

16. 

Discontinued 

0.00 

17. 

Brittingham  Hill  Rd. 

213.27 

18. 

Hazelton  Road 

1,234.83 

19. 

County  Road 

114.84 

20. 

County  Road  Br. 

0.00 

21. 

Shippee  Road 

87.60 

22. 

Newell  Cross  Rd. 

101.50 

23. 

Tunnel  Road 

1,172.17 

24. 

Petrie's  Road 

19.05 

25. 

Steele  Brook  Rd. 

228.15 

26. 

Bonnie  Blink  Rd. 

64.69 

27. 

Dennis  Rd. 

0.00 

28. 

Brown  Road 

600.80 

29. 

Shumway  Rd. 

60.40 

30. 

Sibley  Road 

1,932.17 

Calcium  Chloride 

1,019.80 

Snow 

0.00 

$  12,600.12 


ALLOTMENTS: 

State   $  11,000.00 

Town    1,600.00 


Total 


$  12,600.00 
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Highway  Construction,  iVlaintenance,  etc. 


CHAPTER  81  —  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,600.00 

State  Allotment  11,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  .12 

Superintendent  $  1,159.10 

Labor  5,109.81 

Materials  2,381.27 

Hired  Road  Equipment  2,504.89 

Town  Road  Equipment  1,445.05 


$12,600.12  $12,600.12 


CHAPTER  90  CONSTRUCTION  —  LESHURES  ROAD 

Town  Appropriation  (Ch.  718  Funds)  $  4,000.00 

State  Allotment  8,000.00 

County  Allotment  4,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  169.15 

Superintendent  $  684.00 

Labor  2,652.45 

Materials  2,184.86 

Hired  Road  Equipment  9,693.24 

Town  Road  Equipment  954.60 


$16,169.15  $16,169.15 


CHAPTER  90  CONSTRUCTION  —  MONROE  HILL  RD. 

Town  Appropriation  $  2,000.00 

State  Allotment  6,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  .01 

Superintendent  $  304.20 

Labor  1,152.45 

Materials  2,080.28 

Hired  Road  Equipment  .  4,165.88 
Town  Road  Equipment  297.20 


$  8,000.01  $  8,000.01 
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CHAPTER  90  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,500.00 

State  Allotment  1,500.00 

County  Allotment  1,500.00 

Reserve  Fund  158.80 

Superintendent  $  186.40 

Labor  860.71 

Materials  3,306.01 

Hired  Road  Equipment  50.75 

Town  Road  Equipment  254.93 


$  4,658.80  $  4,658.80 


SPECIAL  ROAD  ACCOUNT  (Brittingham  Hill  Rd.) 

Town  Appropriation  $  4,000.00 

Superintendent  $  246.60 

Labor  943.68 

Materials  602.85 

Hired  Road  Equipment  1,932.38 

Town  Road  Equipment  274.48 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  .01 


$  4,000.00  $  4,000.00 


BRIDGE  AND  GUARD  RAIL 

Town  Appropriation  $  500.00 

Reserve  Fund  2.77 

Superintendent  $  70.20 

Labor  267.40 

Materials  122.17 

Town  Road  Equipment  43.00 


$     502.77  $  502.77 


TOWN  ACCOUNT 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  .09 

Superintendent  $  141.30 

Labor  .  20.20 


64 


Materials  95.91 
Hired  Road  Equipment  188.48 
Town  Road  Equipment  1.95 


Florida  Bridge  Repairs  52.25 

$  1,000.09  $  1,000.09 

WINTER  ROADS 

Town  Appropriation  $  8,000.00 

Superintendent  $  1,011.50 

Labor  3,372.88 

Materials  (Salt)  285.00 

Hired  Road  Equipment  8.00 

Town  Road  Equipment  1,361.66 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  1,960.96 


$  8,000.00  $  8,000.00 

SAND  PILE 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,200.00 

Reserve  Fund  7.15 

Sand  (Including  Haulage)  $  1,207.15 


$  1,207.15  $  1,207.15 

SNOW  FENCE 

Town  Appropriation                        $  200.00 

New  Snow  Fence  (600  ft.)  $  144.00 

Posts  (24)  30.00 

Freight  9.00 

Guy  Wire  8.64 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  8.36 


$     200.00  $  200.00 


STREET  AND  DIRECTIONAL  SIGNS 

Town  Appropriation  $  300.00 

Expended  $  .00 

Balance  carried  forward  to  1-1-58  300.00 


$     300.00  $  300.00 


STREET  LIGHTS 

Town  Appropriation  $  324.00 

Street  Lights  (18)  $  324.00 


$     324.00  $  324.00 


Fire  Depcirtment  Expenditures 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  —  OPERATION  &  MAINTENANCE 


Town  Appropriation  $  1,200.00 

Equipment  Maintenance  $  446.15 

Building  Maintenance  80.08 

Red-Phone  Alarm  System  249.00 

New  Equipment                       '  298.86 

Miscellaneous  46.32 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  79.59 


$  1,200.00  $  1,200.00 


FOREST  FIRES 

Town  Appropriation  $  250.00 

Payroll  (Swenson  Fire)  $  18.20 

Payroll  (Sherman  Dam  Fire)  11.70 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  220.10 


$     250.00  $  250.00 
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TWO-WAY  RADIO  EQUIPMENT 


Town  Appropriation  $ 
Mutual-Aid  Radios  (1  mobile,  2  port.) 

;  684.00 

$ 

684.00 

$ 

;     684.00  $ 

684.00 

INDEPENDENCE  DAY  CELEBRATION 

Town  Appropriation  ? 
Fire  Works  Display 

;  300.00 

300.00 

$ 

;   300.00  $ 

300.00 

Kowe  Town  Library  Expenditures 

LIBRARY  OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE 


Town  Appropriation 
Librarian's  Salary 
Books  Purchased 
Magazine  Subscriptions 
Heating  Fuel  Oil 
Electricity 
Janitor  Service 
Supplies 

Balance  in  General  Treasury 


$  800.00 

$  250.00 
70.96 
47.73 
127.36 
24.10 
63.50 
6.90 
209.45 


$     800.00  $  800.00 

PRESERVED  SMITH  LIBRARY  FUND 

Preserved  Smith  Fund  Income  Account   $  207.72 
Librarian's  Salary  $  40.00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  167.72 


$     207.72  $  207.72 
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MOTION  PICTURE  SERIES 


Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Expended  $  199.47 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  .53 


$     200.00  $  200.00 


LIBRARY  GIFT  FUND  INCOME 

Unitarian  Rowe  Camp,  Inc.  $  10.00 

Library  Gift  Fund  Savings  Acct.  $  10.00 


$      10.00  $  10.00 


Health  Department  Expenditures 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Town  Appropriation  $  200.00 

Well-Child  Clinic  $  85.02 

Health  Agent  and  Sanitation  57.30 

Public  Dump  Maintenance  39.60 

Health  Notices  15.75 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  2.33 


$     200.00  $  200.00 


HEALTH  DISTRICT  ADMINISTRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $  528.00 

Western  Franklin  Public  Health  Dist  $  528.00 


$     528.00  $  528.00 
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Schools 

SCHOOLS  —  Operation,  Maintenance,  Tuition,  etc. 

Town  Appropriation  $26,180.00 
Expended  $21,157.86 
Balance  in  General  Treasury  5,022.14 


$26,180.00  $26,180.00 


REPAIR  BANKING  —  VILLAGE  SCHOOL 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,000.00 

Labor  $  162.55 

Materials  154.85 

Hired  Equipment  468.75 

Town  Equipment  3.50 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  210.35 


$  1,000.00  $  1,000.00 


REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

Town  Appropriation  $  50.00 

Expended  $  .00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  50.00 


$      50.00  $  50.00 


Charities 

WELFARE  DISTRICT  ADMINISTRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $  256.00 

Western  Franklin  Welfare  District  "        $  256.00 

$     256.00  $  256.00 
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AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 

Town  Appropriation  $  2,000.00 

Federal  Grant  Balance  (1956)  76.24 
Federal  Grants  for  1957  1,950.45 
One  Case  $  2,600.11 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  (Town  Acct.)  810.54 

Federal  Grant  Balance  to  1-1-58  616.04 


$  4,026.69  $  4,026.69 


DISABILITY  ASSISTANCE 


Town  Appropriation                         $  800.00 

Federal  Grant  Balance  (1956)  25.70 

Federal  Grants  for  1957  952.90 

Two  Cases  $  1,636.74 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  (Town  Acct.)  103.23 

Federal  Grant  Balance  to  1-1-58  38.83 


$  1,778.60  $  1,778.60 


OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  8,000.00 

Federal  Grant  Balance  (1956)  421.06 

OAA  Recovery  of  Aid  Granted  (1956)  82.30 

Federal  Grants  for  1957  4,381.81 

One  cancelled  check  40.75 

Ten  Cases  $11,702.74 

Balance  in  Gen.  Treasury  (Town  Acct.)  1,118.59 

Federal  Grant  Balance  to  1-1-58  104.59 


$12,925.92  $12,925.92 


GENERAL  RELIEF 

Town  Appropriation                         $  300.00 

One  Case  $  8.00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  292.00 


$     300.00  $  300.00 
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VETERANS'  SERVICE  CENTER  -  ADMINISTRATION 

Town  Appropriation  $  282.50 

Western  Franklin  Vet.  Service  Center  $  282.50 


$     282.50  $  282.50 


VETERANS'  BENEFITS 

Town  Appropriation  $  100.00 

Reserve  Fund  14.78 
One  Case  $  114.78 


$     114.78  $  114.78 


Miscellaneous  Expenditures 


TOWN  HALL  ™  OPERATION  &  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  800.00 

Reserve  Fund  51.11 

Heating  Fuel  Oil  $  298.92 

Electricity  137.20 

Cooking  Gas  8.25 

Janitor,  Ada  L.  Knapp  180.00 

New  Equipment  61.47 

Building  Repairs  117.78 

Lawn  Care,  R.  Shumway  47.49 


$     851.11  $  851.11 


CEMETERIES  —  MAINTENANCE 

Town  Appropriation  $  450.00 

Labor  -       $  312.30 

Materials  5.66 

Hired  Equipment  57.00 
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Tools  Purchased 

Balance  in  General  Treasury 

56.25 
18.79 

$ 

450.00  $ 

450.00 

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Salary  (R.  E.  Shumway) 

25.00 

$ 

25.00 

$ 

25.00  $ 

25.00 

CHILDREN'S  CHRISTMAS  PARTY 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Refund 

Christmas  Party  Committee 
Balance  in  General  Treasury 

50.00 
.50 

$ 

50.00 
.50 

$ 

50.50  $ 

50.50 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Town  Appropriation  $ 

Balance  from  12-31-56 

Expended 

Balance  in  General  Treasury 

25.00 
47.17 

$ 

■t  or" 

1.35 
70.82 

$ 

72.17  $ 

72.17 

COLLECTOR'S  DEMAND  FEES 

Tax  Collector's  Demand  Fees  $ 
Collector,  N.  N.  Williams 

7.00 

$ 

7.00 

$ 

7.00  $ 

7.00 

DEBTS  OF  A  PREVIOUS  YEAR 

Town  Appropriation  $ 
Bruffee  Motor  Sales 

46.42 

$ 

46.42 

$ 

46.42  $ 

46.42 
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EMPLOYEES'  RETIREMENT  FUND 

Town  Appropriation  $  998.35 

Employees'  Contributions  1,029.78 
Franklin  County  Retirement  System  $  2,028.13 


$  2,028.13  $  2,028.13 


EMPLOYEES'  WITHOLDING  TAXES 

Payroll  Deductions  $  2,407.74 

Director  of  Internal  Revenue  $  2,407.74 


$  2,407.74  $  2,407.74 


HIGHWAY  REIMBURSEMENT  LOANS 

Note  #63  $17,000.00 
Note  #64  12,000.00 
Boston  Safe  Deposit  &  Trust  Co.  $29,000.00 


$29,000.00  $29,000.00 


ALL-WARS  MEMORIAL 

Town  Appropriation  $  500.00 

Expenditure  $  .00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  to  1-1-58  500.00 


$     500.00  $  500.00 


PELHAM  LAKE  PARK 

Town  Appropriation  $  1,000.00 

Labor  $  301.51 

Materials  160.57 

Town  Equipment  182.00 

Swimming  Classes  90.00 

Mass.  Park  Assoc.  Dues  2.00 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  .  263.92 


$  1,000.00  $  1,000.00 
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POST-WAR  REHABILITATION  FUND 

U.  S.  Govt.  Bond,  Series  "G" 

#V547070G  (Matured  Feb.  1957)  $  5,000.00 
Dividend  on  Bond  62.50 
Post-War  Fund  Savings  Acct.  $  5,062.50 


$  5,062.50  $  5,062.50 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

Town  Appropriation  $  100.00 

Milage  $  5.96 

Assoc.  Dues  5.00 

Equipment  23.07 

Balance  in  General  Treasury  65.97 


$     100.00  $  100.00 


STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES 

State  Treasurer,  Parks  &  Reservations  $  142.18 

State  Treasurer,  Auditing  Town  Accounts  526.52 

County  Treasurer,  County  Tax  3,941.43 

County  Treasurer,  Dog  Licenses  71.45 


$  4,681.58 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  &  TRAILER  EXCISE  ABATEMENTS 

Two  Abatements  for  1956  Tax  $  9.98 


REAL  ESTATE  ABATEMENTS 

One  Abatement  for  1955  Tax  $  3.24 
One  Abatement  for  1956  Tax  4.62 
Three  Abatements  for  1957  Tax  20.24 


$  28.10 
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RESERVE  FUND 


Town  Appropriation 

$  1,500.00 

Chapter  90  -  Leshure  Road 

$ 

169.15 

Chapter  90  -  Monroe  Hill  Road 

.01 

Chapter  90  -  Maintenance 

158.80 

Chapter  81  -  Highways 

.12 

Highways,  Town  Account 

.09 

Highways,  Sand  Pile 

7.15 

Veterans'  Benefits 

14.78 

Bonds  and  Insurance 

36.55 

Town  Hall 

51.11 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

.05 

Contingent 

176.88 

Bridge  and  Guard  Rails 

2.77 

Balance  to  Overlay  Surplus 

882.54 

$  1,500.00  $  1,500.00 


Town  Auditor's  Report 


January  13,  1958 

I  have  examined  the  reports  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
Town  Clerk  and  Tax  Collector  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1957  and  find  them  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FLORENCE  M.  BJORK 


Auditor 


Recapitulation  of  Accounts  -  1957 


TOTAL  PAYMENTS  APPROVED  BY  SELECTMEN 

ADMINISTRATION: 

Administration  (Postage,  Printing,  Supplies) 
Bonds  &  Insurance 
Contingent 

Town  Officer's  Salaries 
Town  Officer's  Expenses 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

Road  Machinery  Maintenance  6,751.22 

New  Equipment  (Sander)  1,992.75 

Employees  Vacation  Pay  304.00 

HIGHWAY  CONSTRUCTION,  MAINTENANCE,  ETC. 

Chapter  81  -  Maintenance  12,600.12 

Chapter  90  -  Construction  Leshures  Road  16,169.15 

Chapter  90  -  Construction  Monroe  Hill  Road  8,000.01 

Chapter  90  -  Maintenance  4,658.80 

Special  Road  Account  (Brittingham  Hill)  3,999.99 

Bridge  and  Guard  Rail  502.77 

Town  Account  1,000.09 

Winter  Roads  6,039.04 

Sand  Pile  1,207.15 

Snow  Fence  191.64 

Street  Lights  324.00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

Fire  Department  -  Operation  &  Maint.  1,120.41 

Forest  Fires  29.90 

Two-Way  Radio  Equipment  684.00 

Independence  Day  Fireworks  300.00 

ROWE  TOWN  LIBRARY 

Library  Operation  &  Maintenance  590.55 

Preserved  Smith  Library  Fund  40.00 

Library  Gift  Fund  (Income  to  Savings  Acct.)  10.00 

Motion  Picture  Series  199.47 


$  793.91 
2,536.55 
676.88 
3,030.00 
150.05 
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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Board  of  Health  197.G7 

Health  District  Administration  528.00 

SCHOOLS 

Schools  -  Operation,  Maint.  &  Tuition  21,157.86 

Repair  of  Banking  -  Village  School  789.65 

CHARITIES 

Welfare  District,  Administration  256.00 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  2,600.11 

Disability  Assistance  1,636.74 

Old  Age  Assistance  11,702.74 

General  Relief  8.00 

Veterans'  Service  Center  -  Admin.  282.50 

Veterans'  Benefits  114.78 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENDITURES 

Town  Hall  -  Operation  &  Maint.  851.11 

Pelham  Lake  Park  736.08 

Cemeteries  -  Maint.  431.21 

Animal  Inspector  25.00 

Children's  Christmas  Party  50.00 

Civil  Defense  1.35 

Collector's  Demand  Fees  7.00 

Debts  of  a  Previous  Year  46.42 

Employees'  Retirement  Fund  2,028.13 

Employees'  Withholding  Taxes  2,407.74 

Highway  Reimbursement  Loans  #63  &  #64  29,000.00 

Police  Department  34.03 
Post-War  Rehabilitation  Fund 

(Income  to  Savings  Acct.)  5,062.50 

State  and  County  Taxes  4,681.58 

Motor  Vehicle  &  Trailer  Excise  Abatements  9.98 

Real  Estate  Tax  Abatements  28.10 

Meat  Inspector  10.00 


Total  of  Selectmen's  Warrants  $158,586.73 


HOW  THE  TOWN  DOLLAR  WAS  SPENT  IN  1957 


Amount 

Percentage 

Department  or  Service 

Expended 

of  Total 

General  Government  (Admin.) 

$  8,038.50 

6.64% 

Highway  Department 

9,047.97 

7.49% 

Highway  Const.  &  Maint. 

54,662.76 

45.18% 

Fire  Department 

2,134.31 

1.77% 

Town  Library 

840.02 

.61% 

Health  Services 

725.67 

.60% 

Schools 

21,947.51 

18.15% 

Charities  (Welfare) 

16,600.27 

13.73% 

Recreational  (Town  Park) 

736.08 

.60% 

Cemeteries 

431.21 

.37% 

State  and  County  Taxes 

4,681.58 

3.88% 

Employees  Retirement  Fund 

998.35 

.83% 

Unclassified 

166.80 

.15% 

$121,011.03 

100.00% 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 
Board  of  Selectmen 
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Town  Treasurer's  Report 


RECEIPTS 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1957  $  49,640.98 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Meals  Tax -OAA  $  322.78 

Reimbursement  -  Loss  of  Taxes  148.46 

Corporation  Tax,  Business  4,175.20 

Agric.  -  Livestock  Disease  Control  25.00 

Income  Tax  1,245.32 

County  of  Franklin: 

Dog  License  Refunds  74.17 

Departmental  Receipts: 
Fire  Chief: 

Oil  Storage  Permit  $  .50 

Bottled  Gas  Storage  Permit  .50 

Blasting  Permit  .50 


1.50 


Library: 

Fines  (1957)  18.13 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

W.  W.  Bjork  2.50 
Selectmen: 

Liquor  License  -  Augusta  Bjork  100.00 
Innholder's  License  -  Rainbow  Hill  1.00 
Health  Permit  -  Unitarian  Rowe  Camp  .50 
Refund,  Children's  Xmas  Party  .50 
Rental  of  Land  -  Peck  Lumber  Co.  150.00 
Pistol  Licenses: 

A.  Davenport  $  .50 

H.  Fitzroy  .50 

M.  Sibley  2.00 

R.  Shumway  2.00 

  5.00 
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Town  Hall  Rental: 

C.  Gorczakoski  3.00 

B.  Scrivens  3.00 

Unitarian  Rowe  Camp  27.00 

Ladies  Auxiliary,  RVFA  3.00 


36.00 


Town  Clerk: 

Dog  License  Receipts 

Highways: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Reimbursement  for  Flood  Damage  (1955) 
Chapter  90  Leshures  Rd.  #16676  (1956) 
Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  #16690  (1956) 
Chapter  81  Maint.  #6296  (1956) 
Chapter  718  Bond  Issue  (1957) 
Chapter  90  Leshures  Rd.  #17333  (1957) 
Chapter  90  Maint.  #17056  (1957) 
Chapter  81  Maint.  #6478  (1957) 

County  of  Franklin: 

Chapter  90  Leshures  Rd.  #16676  (1956) 
Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill  #16690  (1956) 
Chapter  90  Leshures  Rd.  #17333  (1957) 
Chapter  90  Maint.  #17056  (1957) 

Highway  Reimbursement  Loan: 
Note  #64  (Chapter  90) 


Road  Machinery  Earnings: 
Chapter  81  Maint. 
Chapter  90  Leshures  Rd. 
Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill 
Chapter  90  Maint. 
Special  Repair  (Brittingham 
Highways,  Town  Account 
Winter  Roads 
Bridge  &  Guard  Rails 
School  (Bank  Repair) 


Hill) 


1,445.05 
954.60 
297.20 
254.93 
274.48 
1.95 
1,361.66 
43.00 
3.50 


Payroll  Deductions: 

Federal  Witholding  Taxes 

County  of  Franklin  Retirement  System 


293.00 
71.45 


1,340.93 
4,000.00 
11,000.00 
6,624.54 
4,000.00 
8,000.00 
1,500.00 
1,798.43 


2,000.00 
2,000.00 
4,000.00 
1,500.00 

12,000.00 


4,636.37 

2,407.74 
1,029.78 
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Refunds: 

Rowe  Village  School: 

Rebate  from  Rand  McNally  Co.  2.87 

Highway  Department: 

Eastern  States  Farmer's  Exchange  .31 
Gulf  Oil  Corp.  2.35 


Savings  Accounts  Interest: 

Frank.  Svgs.  Inst.  (School  Lunch  Fund)  .74 
Worcester  Fed.  Svgs.  &  Loan  Assoc.  325.00 
Franklin  Savings  Institution  150.00 
Crocker  Institute  for  Savings  137.52 


1954 

-  Real  Estate 

100.10 

Interest  -  Taxes 

10.00 

Charges  &  Fees 

.70 

1955 

-  Real  Estate 

234.90 

Personal  Property 

6.75 

M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise 

124.09 

Interest  -  Taxes 

26.57 

Charges  &  Fees 

2.10 

1956 

-  Poll  Tax 

6.00 

Real  Estate 

1,072.64 

Personal  Property 

97.43 

M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise 

880.57 

Interest  -  Taxes 

26.24 

Charges  &  Fees 

4.20 

1957 

-  Poll  Tax 

78.00 

Real  Estate 

31,518.40 

Personal  Property 

17,018.11 

M.  V.  &  Tr.  Excise 

1,183.93 

Farm  Animal  Excise 

6.88 

Interest  -  Taxes 

-  .20 

5.53 


613.26 


Schools: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

School  Aid,  Chapter  70  1,727.45 

Transportation  of  Pupils  7,959.00 

Vocational  Education  (1956)  280.50 

School  Superintendents  356.39 

Taxes: 


52,397.81 
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Trust  Fund  Income: 

Post-War  Rehabilitation  Fund: 

Bond  Redemption  5,000.00 
Bond  Income  62.50 


  5,062.50 

Preserved  Smith  Library  Fund: 

Bond  Income  40.00 

Charles  Wells  Library  Fund  (Interest)  7.50 

Library  Gift  Fund: 

Gift  from  Unitarian  Rowe  Camp  10.00 
Gift  from  Mrs.  R.  M.  Johnson  LOO 

■   ILOO 


Welfare: 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 
Federal  Grants  1,950.45 
State  Grants  813.51 


Disability  Assistance: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Federal  Grants  952.90 

State  Grants  263.04 


2,763.96 


1,215.94 


Old  Age  Assistance: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Federal  Grants  4,381.81 
State  Grants  4,926.11 

  9,307.92 

Veterans'  Benefits: 

Comm'r  of  Veterans'  Services  17.50 
Western  Franklin  Welfare  Dist.  (Postage)  10.08 
Old  Age  Assistance  Refund  (Cancelled  Check)  40.75 


Total  Receipts:  $156,032.39 
TOTAL  RECEIPTS  AND  CASH  ON  HAND  $205,673.37 
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PAYMENTS 

Selectmen's  Warrants  $158,586.73 
Cash  on  Hand,  December  31,  1957  47,086.64 

 $205,673.37 


TAX  TITLES  HELD  BY  TREASURER 

Property                         Previous  Years  1957  Total 

Assessed  To:                     Taxes  &  Costs  Taxes  Amount 

James  A.  &  Adora  Galbrith          $252.73  $36.92  $289.65 

Arthur  W.  Farrington                   96.57  19.25  115.82 

Wedman  K.  Bassett  \ 

Merrit  Bassett                  I            14.68  .00  14.68 
Emmett  D.  Bassett  ( 
Edna  N.  Pariseau  / 


Respectfully  submitted, 
FRANCES  E.  PIERCE 
Town  Treasurer 
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Summary  of  the  Town  Meeting  Action 


ANNUAL  MEETING  —  FEBRUARY  4,  1957 


Article  1.  Heard  and  accepted  the  reports  of  the  Town 
Officers. 

Article  2.    Chose  all  officers  not  on  the  ballot. 

Article  3.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  with  the 
approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation 
of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1, 
1957. 

Article  4.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $61,444.00  to  de- 
fray routine  charges,  expenses  and  outlays  of  the  several 
town  departments  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  5.  Voted  not  to  purchase  a  Power  Grader  with 
attachments  for  the  Highway  Department. 

Article  6.  Voted  to  transfer  the  1956  Road  Machinery  Earn- 
ings Fund  of  $7,545.89  to  the  1957  Machinery  Maintnance 
Account. 

Article  7.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1,600  for  the 
town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  81  Highways  and  in 
addition  to  transfer  from  available  funds  $7,000  for  the 
State's  share  of  the  cost. 

Article  8.  Voted  to  repeal  Article  #3  of  Special  Meeting 
of  November  2,  1956  regarding  Chapter  718,  Acts  of  1956. 

Article  9.  Voted  to  appropriate  $4,000  for  the  town's  share 
of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Highway  Construction  and  $4,000 
be  transferred  from  Chapter  718  funds  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation. 

Article  10.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $4,000  for  Spe- 
cial Road  Repair  on  Brittingham  Hill  Road. 
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Article  11.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1,500  for  the 
town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Maintenance  and 
$3,000  be  appropriated  from  available  funds  for  the  State 
and  County  share  of  the  cost. 

Article  12.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  $300 
for  street  and  directional  signs. 

Article  13.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  $500 
for  an  Honor  Roll  and  All  Wars  Memorial. 

Article  14.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $46.42  for  a  Bill 
of  a  Previous  Year. 

Article  15.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $684.00  for  pur- 
chase of  two-way  radios  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Article  16.  Voted  to  transfer  $1,500  from  overlay  surplus 
to  the  1957  Reserve  Fund. 

Article  17.  Voted  to  authorize  and  direct  the  Assessors  to 
take  $6,000  from  available  funds  to  reduce  the  tax  levy 
for  1957. 

Article  18.  Voted  to  instruct  the  Board  of  Assessors  to 
publish  in  the  Annual  Report  at  least  every  second  year 
the  Valuation  Lists  for  Real  and  Personal  Property  to- 
gether with  the  Tax  Rate  Recapitulation  Sheet. 

Article  19.  Voted  to  amend  Section  5,  Article  V  of  the  By- 
Laws  to  read:  "The  area  of  any  lot  with  a  dwelling  there- 
on shall  not  be  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  (25,000) 
square  feet." 

Article  20.    No  Action. 

Article  21.  Heard  a  report  of  the  School  Committee  con- 
cerning current  school  problems.     No  Action  Taken. 
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SPECIAL  MEETING  —  AUGUST  5,  1957 

Article  1.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  $645 
from  Machinery  Maintenance  Account  for  purchase  of  a 
snow  plow. 

Article  2.  Voted  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  $2,000 
for  purchase  of  a  Sand  Spreader. 

Article  3.  Voted  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  available  funds 
for  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  Monroe  Hill 
Road  Improvement  Project. 

Article  4.  Voted  to  release  to  the  abutter  the  land  upon 
which  the  abandoned  Town  Hearse  House  is  located. 

Article  5.  Voted  to  appropriate  $1,000  from  available  funds 
to  relocate  "Shippee  Brook"  and  to  rebuild  the  banking 
and  erect  a  fence  behind  the  Village  School. 


Report  of  the  Budget  Committee 

RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1958 


Account 

Appropriated 

Expended  Recommend. 

1957 

1  QCO 
XVDO 

General  Government 

Administration 

oUU.UU 

7QQ  Ql 

OAA  AA 
OUU.UU 

Bonds  &  Insurance 

2,500.00 

Z,0t5D.00 

9  1=^00  00 
Z,uUU.UU 

Contingent 

f-  f\f\  r\(\ 

500.00 

ana  qq 

CAA  AA 

OUU.UU 

Town  Umcers  Sal. 

3,065.00 

o,U«3U.UU 

Q  aOR  AA 

u,OZu.UU 

lown  Omcers  hxp. 

1  C  A  A  A 

150.00 

iOU.UO 

1  CA  AA 

iuU.UU 

Town  Hall 

800.00 

oOi.ll 

«00  00 
oUU.UU 

Highways 

Employees  Vac.  Pay 

AAA  AO 

QAA  on 

400  00 

bilge  &  (jruard  Kail 

riAA  AA 

f^n9  77 

1^00  00 
UUU. UU 

Snow  Fence 

O  AA  A  A 

ZOO. 00 

1  Ql  (KA 

900  00 
ZUU.UU 

Town  Account 

1,000.00 

1  onn  HQ 

1  000  00 
1, UUU. uu 

Winter  Roads 

8,000.00 

R  000  00 

Sand  Pile 

1,200.00 

1  907  1  S 

Street  Lights 

324.00 

474  00 

t:  <  t.UU 

Fire  Department 

Fire  Dept.,  Operation 

1,200.00 

1  1  90  4.1 

QOO  00 
yuu.uu 

Forest  Fires 

250.00 

9Q  QO 

9^0  00 

ZUU.UU 

Fire  Dept.,  Water  Holes  .00 

00 

900  00 

ZUU.UU 

Ind.  Day,  fireworks 

300.00 

•^00  00 
oUU.UU 

900  00 
oUU.UU 

Rowe  Town  Library 

Library  Operation 

800.00 

RQO  J^i^ 

ROO  00 

0\J\J.\J\J 

Motion  Picture  Series 

200.00 

1  QQ  d.7 

900  00 
oUU.UU 

Charities 

Aid  to  Dep.  Child. 

2,000.00 

1  1  RQ  4fi 

X ,  X  O  i7  .t;U 

Disability  Assistance 

800.00 

fiQfi  77 

ROO  00 

OUU.UU 

Old  Age  Assistance 

8,000.00 

(\  Q99  1  R 

R  000  00 
o,uuu.uu 

General  Relief 

300.00 

R  00 
O.UU 

1  00  00 

Veterans'  Benefits 

100.00 

1 1  4  7R 

1  It:.  /  O 

1  00  00 
xuu. uu 

Miscellaneous 

Schools 

26,180.00 

91    1 ^7  Rfi 
Z  1 , 1 U  1  .ou 

9R  07c  AA 

ZiU,0  t  u.uu 

Board  of  Health 

200.00 

1  Q7  fi7 

It/  /  .D  < 

900  00 

Park  Department 

1,000.00 

736.08 

1,000.00 

Police  Department 

100.00 

34.03 

100.00 

Cemeteries 

450.00 

431.21 

450.00 

Civil  Defense 

25.00 

1.35 

25.00 

Comm.  Christ.  Party 

50.00 

49.50 

50.00 

Reg.  High  Plan.  Com. 

50.00 

.00 

.00 

Gypsy  Moth  Control 

.00 

.00 

.00 

Dutch  Elm  Lis.  Cont. 

.00 

.00 

.00 

$61,444.00 

Respectfully 
John  H.  Williams,  Jr. 
J.  Henry  Stanford 
Edward  C.  Henderson 
Frances  E.  Pierce 
Florence  E.  Wyland 


$51,386.39  $58,424.00 
submitted, 

Gerald  A.  Truesdell 
Chandler  C.  Shumway 
John  E.  Bond 
Myron  A.  Newton 
Lucy  J.  Avery  ^ 
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Annual  Meeting  Warrant 


FRANKLIN,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Rowe: 
GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs, 
to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe  on  MONDAY,  the 
THIRD  DAY  OF  FEBRUARY  next,  at  10:00  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  then  and  there  to  bring  in  their  votes  by  ballot  for 
the  following  officials: 

Clerk  for  one  year 

Treasurer  for  one  year 

Collector  of  Taxes  for  three  years 

Selectman  for  three  years 

School  Committee  Member  for  three  years 

Assessor  for  three  years 

Library  Trustee  for  three  years 

Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 

Cemetery  Committee  Member  for  three  yeiirs 

Budget  Committee  Member  for  three  years 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year 

Auditor  for  one  year 

Constable  for  one  year 

For  the  purpose  of  electing  officials  by  ballot  the  polls 
will  be  opened  at  10:00  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at 
6:00  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

And  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  further  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Rowe,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  Town 
affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe  on  Monday, 
the  third  day  of  February,  next  at  11:30  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.    To  act  on  the  report  of  the  Town  Officers  and 
Committees. 
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Article  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Officers  not  elected  by 
ballot  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of 
the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1958,  and  to  issue 
a  note  or  notes  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any 
note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one 
year  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Chapter  44,  General 
Laws. 

Article  4.  To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the 
treasury  to  pay  interest  and  maturing  debt,  and  for  charg- 
es, expenses  and  outlays  of  the  several  Town  Departments 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  following  sums  of  money 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  several  specific  pur- 
poses hereinafter  designated  and  that  the  same  be  ex- 
pended only  for  such  purposes  under  the  direction  of  the 
Officer,  Board  or  Committee  concerned,  as  recommended 
by  the  Budget  Committee: 

$  800.00  Administration 
2,500.00    Bonds  and  Insurance 

500.00  Contingent 
3,625.00    Town  Officers'  Salaries 
$1,200.00  Selectmen 

450.00    School  Committee 
510.00  Assessors 
500.00  Treasurer 
250.00    Tax  Collector 
150.00    Town  Clerk 
400.00    Administrative  Clerk 
100.00    Fire  Chief 
20.00  Moderator 
25.00    Animal  Inspector 
10.00    Meat  Inspector 
5.00  Sealer 
5.00  Auditor 
150.00    Town  Officers'  Expenses 
800.00    Town  Hall 

400.00    Highway  Employees'  Vacation  Pay 
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500.00  Highways,  Bridge  and  Guard  Rail 

8,000.00  Highways,  Winter  Roads 

200.00  Highways,  Snow  Fence 

1,000.00  Highways,  Town  Account 

474.00  Street  Lights 

900.00  Fire  Department,  Operation 

250.00  Forest  Fires 

200.00  Fire  Dept.,  Water  Holes 

300.00  Independence  Day  Fireworks 

800.00  Library,  Operation 

300.00  Motion  Picture  Series 

800.00  Disability  Assistance 

8,000.00  Old  Age  Assistance 

100.00  Veterans'  Benefits 

25,875.00  Schools 

200.00  Board  of  Health 

1,000.00  Park  Department 

100.00  Police  Department 

450.00  Cemeteries 

25.00  Civil  Defense 

50.00  Community  Christmas  Party 

25.00  Regional  High  School  Planning  Com. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  new 
equipment  for  the  Highway  Department  and  to  determine 
whether  the  town  will  appropriate  money  therefor,  to  be 
provided  by  taxation,  by  appropriation  from  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  or  by  borrowings  under  Chapter  44 
of  the  General  Laws;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be 
authorized  to  purchase  on  behalf  of  the  town  a  Power 
Grader  with  attachments,  and  that  the  sum  of  $500.00 
be  appropriated  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
therefor,  and,  in  addition,  that  $19,500  be  borrowed 
therefor,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  to  be  repaid  in  equal 
annual  installments,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  44  of 
the  General  Laws. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  tranfer  the  1957 
Road  Machinery  Fund  of  $5,431.04  to  the  1958  Machinery 
Maintenance  Account. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
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a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81  Highways;  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,600.00  be  raised 
and  appropriated  to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of 
Chapter  81  Highways  and  that,  in  addition,  the  sum  of 
$7,000.00  be  appropriated  from  available  funds  in  the 
treasury  to  provide  for  the  State's  share  of  the  cost  of 
Chapter  81  Highways. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Construction  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $6,000.00  be  appro- 
priated to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter 
90  Highway  Construction  and  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  sum  of  $2,714.71  be  raised  by  taxation  and  the  sum 
of  $3,285.29  be  transferred  from  the  proceeds  received 
from  the  State  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  718  of 
the  Acts  of  1956. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Maintenance;  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  be  raised 
and  appropriated  to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  of 
Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  "Special  Road  Account";  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  be  appro- 
priated from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  for  "Special 
Road  Account". 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  to  publish  Percy  W.  Brown's  revised 
"History  of  Rowe,  Massachusetts";  or  take  any  action  in 
relation  thereto. 
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Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  be  appro- 
priated from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  to  publish 
Percy  W.  Brown's  "History  of  Rowe,  Massachusetts"  and 
that  copies  shall  be  sold  at  cost  by  the  Rowe  Town 
Library  and  the  monies  received  from  such  sales  be  re- 
turned to  the  General  Treasury. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
a  sum  of  money  for  an  All-Wars  Memorial;  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,100.00  be  appro- 
priated from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  for  an  All- 
Wars  Memorial. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  Storm  Windows  and 
installation  of  water  facilities  for  the  Rowe  Town  Library; 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  Vote:  That  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  be  appro- 
priated from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Storm  Windows  and  the  installation  of  water 
facilities  at  the  Rowe  Town  Library. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  a  deed  of 
land  from  Edwina  F.  Veber  as  recorded  in  Book  1059,  Page 
296,  Franklin  County  Registry  of  Deeds;  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  purchase  of  land  from  Edwina  F. 
Veber;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum 
of  $1,500.00  from  overlay  surplus  to  the  1958  Reserve 
Fund;  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  determine  whether,  the  town  will  authorize 
and  direct  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  take  $5,000.00  or  any 
other  sum  from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  to  reduce 
the  tax  levy  for  the  current  year;  or  take  any  action  in 
relation  thereto. 
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Article  18.    To  transact  any  other  business  of  a  lawful  and 
pertinent  nature  that  may  come  before  this  meeting. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  thereof  at  the  Rowe  Post  Office  and  at  the 
Town  Hall  in  said  Rowe,  seven  (7)  days  at  least  before  the 
time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant, 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting,  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hand  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  January 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-eight. 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR. 
J.  HENRY  STANFORD 
EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON 
Selectmen  of  Rowe 


Rowe  Grange  will  serve  the 
Town  Meeting  Dinner  at  12:30  P.  M. 
Price  99c 


SPECIMEN  BALLOT 

for 

ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION 

Monday,  February  3,  1958 


To  Vote  for  a  Person  Mark  a  Cross  X  in  the  Square  at  Right  of  Name  and  Designation 


TOWN  CLERK  for  One  Year           Vote  for  One 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

for  Three  Years                      Vote  for  One 

(REPAID    A      TPIIP^DFII  Po-olor+lnr> 

wci\AALi^  M.    ii\ucdiycLL       Ke  eiecTion 

1 

1 

NANCY  N.  WILLIAMS  -  Re-election  j 

TREASURER  for  One  Year              Vote  for  One 

1 

PARK  COMMISSIONER 

for  Three  Years                      Vote  for  One 

FRANCES  E.  PIERCE  -  Re-election  ] 

1 
1 

ocLcv„  1 /v\MiN  Tor   1  ree   Tears             voie  lor  k^ne 

1 

^-UfNoiADLt  Tor  une  Year             vote  tor  une 

JOHN  H.  WILLIAMS,  JR.  -  Re-election  | 

SAMUEL  MURRAY  -  Re-election  | 

ASSESSOR  for  Three  Years            Vote  for  One 

1 

cnANULcK  L..  >nUArtWAT  -  Ke-election  | 

rPAAPTFDV   r~(^AAAA  ITTPF  AAFAARFP 

for  Three  Years                       Vote  for  One 

1 

1 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  MEMBER 

for  Three  Years                       Vote  for  One 

JOHN  E.  BOND  -  Re-election  | 

I 

FLOKcNCc  c.  WYLAND  -  Re-election  | 

AUDITOR  for  One  Year               Vote  for  One 

1 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEE  for  Three  Years 

Vote  for  One 

FLORENCE  M.  BJORK  -  Re-election  | 

1 

EDWARD  C.  HENDERSON  -  Re-election  | 

TREE  WARDEN  for  One  Year         Vote  for  One 

BUDGET  COMMITTEE  MEMBER 

for  Three  Years                     Vote  for  One 

SAMUEL  MURRAY  | 

1 

LUCY  J.  AVERY  -  Re-election  | 

i 
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